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PREFACE, 



Anotheb life of so eminent a general, and so 
unselfish a patriot, as William Hekey Habrison, — 
a man whose history is almost literally the history of 
the country for fifty of the seventy-five years which 
make np the length of our national existence, — ^was 
not undertaken with the hope of producing anything 
either novel or exciting. No such ambitious design 
prompted the compiler to the temerity of attempting 
what had already been done by a Hall and a Todd. 
His humble object has been to combine, in a single 
volume, as much of what is now scattered throughout 
many, and all over the records of the times, as he 
considered of sufficient interest. No memoir of Gen- 
eral Harrison but contains something that others do 
not, and much, indeed, that ought to be preserved to 
1* 
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the country, in a more durable and attractive form 
than a badly printed shilling pamphlet. Most of the 
biographies, too, of the eminent soldier and civilian, 
were written with the single view to promote his elec- 
tion to the presidency. This destroys none of their 
merit, nor diminishes the yalue of the many facts and 
truths they contain; but it is a reason why they 
contain also much that cannot claim to be preserved 
in a sober, posthumous biography, written, not to ad- 
vance the political fortunes nor to defend the political 
character, but to do justice to the memory and faith- 
fully to describe the acts of an eminent man. 

It has elsewhere been said, that not a complete 
biography of General Harrison, in a permanent form, 
has ever been published. Judge Hall's Memoirs, and 
Sketches of Harrison, by Colonel C. S. Todd and 
Benjamin Drake, Esq., are both admirable in many 
respects. But the first was written previous to 1835, 
to promote his first nomination to the presidency, and 
is therefore necessarily defective, stopping as it does 
far short of the most important event in his career. 
The other is much more complete, though it was 
originally prepared under the supervision of a politi- 
cal committee, with a political design solely. It was 
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much extended after his death. These comprise the 
only attempts of any pretension that have ever been 
made to present the public with even a tolerably full 
sketch of William Henry Habrison's life. There 
are also many other sketches of his life of more or 
less merit, but all having for their aim the single ob- 
ject of promoting his political prospects. 

And yet to these unpretending little works the 
compiler is indebted for much of whatever merit may 
be accorded to his enterprise. He is also greatly in- 
debted to McAfee's Higtofy of the Late War, to 
Burnett's Note9 on the Nbrthrwestem Territory, Mo- 
nette's Valley of the MisMsippiy Frost's Book of the 
Army, Dawson's Historical Narrative, Niles' Regis- 
ter, and, above all, to Brackenridge's Late War. 
He has made free use of their pages wherever he 
has found anything to his purpose or taste. It may 
be that he has not been over scrupulous in giving 
them credit as he went along for all the good things 
he has thus appropriated. The fear that he may 
have done them this great wrong, and the equally 
strqpg fear that he will be thought to have attempt- 
ed thus to appear in borrowed plumes, has prompted 
him to make an acknowledgment, which he trusts is 



broad enough to cover all his delinquencies of this 
character. 

He claims but little originalitj for his book. He 
might, perhaps, assume for it something more than a 
compilation, with as much justice as many others ; 
but a discriminating public would discover the at- 
tempted cheat as it is discovered in other cases. 
Policy, therefore, as well as honesty, has induced him 
to claim no more than he deserves, believing that the 
most certain means of securing quite as much. It is 
not much, indeed, in regard to such a man as Harri- 
son, that has not already somewhere and in some 
shape been said. If the following pages have a re- 
deeming point it can only be that there has been 
grouped together within the more of them facts that 
make up his public life than are anywhere else to be 
found. As many of these facts as were accessible, 
which were considered necessary to complete the rec- 
ord of his acts, illustrate his character, and do justice 
to his memory, will be found there. 

Some things may be found in the Appendix^ which 
have little apparent, and indeed little real, connection 
with a Life of General Harrison. But still it is be- 
lieved they will be admitted to occupy an appropriate 
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place, and to poBsess an interest and value that en- 
titles them to it. Some are important for the instmc- 
tion they giye, some for the information they contain, 
some for the pleasure they vrill afford, and others as 
simple matters of reference. And it may he thought, 
that only so many of the events of the war of 1812, 
aa transpired irithin the range of General Harrison's 
command, should have heen recorded in a Life of 
Harrison; hut the compiler helieved his name and 
fame sufficiently identified with the whole war to 
make appropriate a brief sketch of aU its most re- 
markable incidents. This, therefore, has been done, 
and it is trusted the book will possess none the less 
interest for the innoyation. 

Litde more need be said, — and perhaps it would 
have been better for the book if much less had been 
said. The compiler has labored to make it as desery- 
mg the great merit of its subject, and as worthy of 
public approbation, as his humble abilities would per- 
mit. To what degree of merit it is entitled, and how 
near it comes to the point at which it aspires, he i^ 
qmte willing to submit to the universal umpire in all 
similar cases ; and this he is all the more willing to 
do, aa he has not been able to discoyer any altematiye. 



The only merit he will therefore sbsolatelj etaim^ is 
tliai of makixig a Tirtae of necessity, and of sabmit- 
ting with efaeerfiilness to what an inexorable neoesaiiy 
nnpoees* 

AxmvKK, J^Off 1862. 
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Thx cheapest n» well as the most e&duruig tiionn- 
mefot that eaa he wected to the memory of those 
whose "rirtaes aad pnhlic services have endeared them 
to their coimtvjmeA is a tme and impartial history 
of their liTes, and a faithfol record of their acts. 
MoniuMiits of stone, Ae setdptmred marble, and the 
animated eanyas, may pree^rre to their posterity, for 
a few ages, the names of onr statesmen, and patriots, 
and heroes ; bnt it requires the ever Uying and speak- 
ing pages of written history to perpetuate what is 
&r more nseM to mankind, and much more worthy 
to be heU in everlasting remembrance— their great 
and noble deeds, and the examples of wisdom and 
firtae presented in their Utos. While the pyramids 
and other monuments of antiquity throw but the 
£iintest poesible light upon the character and history 
of the people, by whom they were built, and hare 
scarcely preseryed even the names of those to whose 
memory^, or ike eTsnta to C9Btt«iioiate which they 
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were erected, written history has made us familiar 
with all we know of the men and their history, as 
well as the manners and customs, not oply of that, 
but a much earlier period. 

Though the monument which the American people 
are now erecting, at the capital of the nation, to the 
memory of its founder and the Father of his country,' 
is a tribute to Oeorge Washington, most grateful to 
the heart of every true American, and though it may 
stand long after the Union has ceased to- exist, yet 
if thOTe were no more lasting record of his services to 
his country, and his unrivaled virtues, than that pile 
of crumbling marble, a few ages hence it might be 
a disputed point, whether it was reared by ^^the great 
American rebel" as a monument at once of his suc- 
cessful treason and his overweaning ambition, for a 
shot-tower, or as a tomb for American kings. It is 
only by books that the history of nations and men 
can be permanently preserved from oblivion. What 
is true of Washington is equally true of every other 
distinguished American, and it is as much a duty to 
transmit to their posterity a correct account of flieir 
acts, for its benefit and example, as it is to exhibit 
our gratitude for their public services, by raising to 
their memories lofty monuments. 

It has already been said, that this is the cheapest 
as well as the most enduring means of honoring the 
memories of national benefactors, and illustrating their 
virtues, as it is the only means of preserving a faith- 
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fill recOTd of their fires. Biographies of the great 
and good are^ berides one of the most interesting and 
agreeable, one of the most useful studies. Certain it 
IS, at all events, that no class of books is so eagerlj 
read bj the American pabfic as the fires of our own 
distinguished patriots, statesmen, and generals. Our 
country is not so old yet, but it may almost be said, 
that the fife of erery citisen composes a part of its 
history — at least, that erery American can recollect 
much of its history, from the day it began its struggle 
for an independent national existence. Biographies, 
therefore, of the men who hare contributed most to- 
wards estabUshing that independence, and who hare 
participated most actirely and successfully in creating 
for us national character and importance, are sought 
for more with the interest and aridity that we exhibit 
for an account of the scenes, and erents, and men, 
with which and with whom we are familiar in erery- 
day life, than with that sober and philosophical spirit 
of inrestigation, which is shown for that class of bio- 
graphical writings, which more exdusirely and ap- 
propriately help to form the history of the pftSt. 

Great as this demand has been for a history of 
the fires of those who hare distinguished themselres, 
either in the field, the cabinet, the forum, or the pul- 
pit, it still seems to increase in proportion to the ef* 
forts made to supply it ; and the Life of one distin- 
guished man but creates a desire for that of another, 
and that again for still the third. And thus the 
2 
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pnblic appetite is increased indefinitely by what it 
feeds upon, like that of the inebriate for the intoxica* 
ting cnp, after he has once tasted its contents. The 
American press has been prompt to take advantage 
of this determination in the pnblic mind, to know 
the history of our public men, and it annually teems 
with hundreds and thousands of volumes, embracing 
every degree of merit, from the mere hasty compila- 
tion to those displaying profound research, philo- 
sophical enquiry, and striking originality of thought. 
They all, however, if they but exhibit a reasonable 
regard for the truth of history, and a fair share of 
skill and industry in the use of materials, find eager, 
or at least abundant, readers. 

It is with the hope of contributing something to- 
wards satbfying the public desire for this kind of 
knowledge, but more with the view of erecting a 
^^ monument," though a very humble one, to com* 
memorate the services of a great General, a pure Pa- 
triot, and a distinguished Statesman, and to supply 
what is believed to be a public want, that another Life 
of William Henry Harrison has been undertaken. 
As large a space as he filled in the public eye for 
nearly half a century, important as were the services 
he rendered his country, great as were his virtues, 
and closely as his name is identified with th0 history 
of the government, it is a singular fact, that the whole 
history of his life has never yet been published in a 
single volume. 
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The half century between the entrance of General 
Harrison upon public life, in 1791, in defence of what 
▼as then the wild western portion of our country, and 
his death in 1841, embraces almost the whole period 
of our existence as an independent nation. Commen- 
cing his career nearly cotemporaneously with the 
adoption of the constitution under which we now lire, 
he grew up with the country, and lived to see the 
original thirteen States of the Union multiplied into 
twice that number ; the population of the country in- 
creased from four to seventeen millions, and instead 
of a weak and distracted people, but recently emerged 
from a long and bloody war, and just entering upon 
the doubtful experiment of self-government, Bcareely 
respected at home, and openly derided abroad — a great 
and flourishing republic, respected and feared by the 
nations of the earth, afibrding security to its own oit> 
isens, and a refuge and protection to the oppressed of 
every land. 

We had, to be sure, as abeady stated, just emerg- 
ed from that glorious struggle which ended in giving 
us a name amongst independent nations, and in per- 
manently establishing the only free form of govern- 
ment that had then ever existed. But, though we 
had succeeded in asserting our freedom of a foreign 
yoke, we could yet scarcely claim to be really inde- 
pendent. The country had hardly begun to recover 
from the exhausting effects of the war of the Revolu- 
tion, and it was still suffering the curse of poverty. 
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and the moral as well as physical debility, produced 
by that long and relentless contest. The govemment 
was without credit, without resources, and almost 
literally bankrupt. 

The north-western territory, with whose history the 
name of General Harrison is more closely interwoven 
than that of any other American, was then almost one 
unbroken wilderness. The first emigrants, to what is 
now the seat of empire of the American Union, plant- 
ed i^iemselYes at the mouth of the Muskingum but 
three ^'ears before he forsook the pleasures and com- 
forts of .Some and of civilized life, to aid in defending 
the infant settlements from the ruthless savages, who 
clamed undisputed possession of that vast region. 

What a change was wrought in this wild region 
during the fifty years that began with his military 
services, at the age of nineteen, and ended with his 
elevation to the presidency of a great and powerful 
nation ! The wild north-western territory of 1791, 
in 1841 embraced several of the most powerful States 
of the Union, holding in their hands the destinies of 
a mighty republic, scattered all over with populous 
cities, and flourishing villages, and seats of learning, 
manufactures, rail-roads, canals, and every other in- 
dication of the highest state of civilization. The crack 
of the hunter's rifle is now nowhere heard, and t6e 
onee powerful savage nations, who then held undis- 
puted dominion over those unbroken forests, have long 
since wholly disappeared. Civilisation reigns supreme 
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where, but little more than half a centupj ago, nothing 
was heard but the war-whoop of the Indian, or the 
howl of the beasts of prey. All this almost miracu- 
lous change General Harrison lived to witness, and 
to contribute his full share to hiring about. What in 
other countries and in other ages of the world would 
haye required many generations to accomplish was 
here wrought during the public life of a single man. 
In that brief half century we made a longer stride to- 
wards greatness and power than even ancient Borne, 
with all her boasted progress, did in ten centuries.'*' 

All that is physically, intellectually, or politically 
essential to national strength and power, is undeniably 
to be found in the geographical position and extent of 
our territory, in the character of our people, and the 
form of our goyemment ; or rather, these undeniable 
advantages of position, character, and institutions, 
haye already given us a higher rank in the scale of 
nations than any other people ever reached in many 
centuries. The United States is now only the second 
power in Christendom, and before the present genera- 
tion has passed away, estimating the future by the 
past, it will no longer occupy even a secondary posi- 
tion. At least, nothing but our own folly, and those 
intestine commotions and feuds, which have ever been 
the rock upon which free governments have wrecked, 
can snatch from us the sceptre of empire which Pro- 
vidence seems to have destined for our country. 

* See Appwdiz (A). 
2* 
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That we owe much of our present greatneea and 
prosperity to the wisdom of our statesmen, and to the 
ability and patriotism of the men who have played 
the most conspicuous part in the affairs of the Re* 
public, as well as to the virtue, intelligence/ and na- 
tiye energy of the people, is a proposition too self- 
evident, for argument. To the sages, patriots, and 
heroes of the revolution, undoubtedly belongs the 
chief glory of founding a great and free nation, and 
establishing a goveinment, which affords the blessings 
of civil and religious liberty to so many millions of 
people, and which holds out in the future so much of 
hope and promise to the oppressed and suffering mil- 
lions of other nations. But all their labors, and sacri- 
fices, and sufferings would have been of little avaD, 
if the duty of carrying out the principles, and of per- 
fecting the designs, contemplated by the noble system 
of government they created, had fallen upon ambitious 
demagogues, or narrow-minded statesmen. Fortunate- 
ly for us, for our posterity, and for the world, how- 
ever, what was so well begun by them, has been as 
wisely carried out by their successors. The spirit of 
patriotism, with which the founders of our govern- 
ment were so eminently embued, was shared by those 
on whom devolved the task of perfecting their noble 
work. 

This is especially true of General Harrison. In- 
deed, he inherited patriotism from one of the most 
devoted spirits who bequeathed to us, besides their 
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patriotism, the inestimable blessings of the free insti- 
tutions, of whose great benefits we all now partake. 
Stimulated by the example of the revolutionary pa- 
triot whose name he bore, and whose blood coursed in 
his veins, po&sessed of superior talents, and occupying 
a large field for usefulness and renown, he had the 
power, and he did not fail to exert it, to contribute 
largely to that eminence which is the envy of other 
nations, and towards securing those privileges which 
are our own greatest boast. Anything like a faithful 
biography of one who, for so long a portion of our 
national existence, performed so prominent a part in 
public affairs, and filled so large a space in the public 
eye, though destitute of great skill, and marked by 
no very profound ability, cannot fail to be received 
with favor, if with no very warm approval. The acts 
of such a man are ever of deep interest to those, to 
whose services he devoted his life, however clumsily 
they may be recorded. 



THE LIFE 



OY 



WILLIAM HENRY HAERISON. 



OHAPTBR L 

William Hbkby Hae&isov was bom at Berkley, 
Charles City Coonty, in Yirgima, February 9th, 1778, 
and was the third son of Benjamin Harrison, a lead- 
ing patriot of the revolation, and one of the most 
prominent actors in the events that lead to that glo- 
rious struggle for independence* He was a descend- 
ant of Colonel John Harrison, a distinguished officer 
dming the civil wars of England, and one of the 
judges who tried and condemned the ill-fated Charles, 
for which, and for his active participation in the af- 
fairs of the Commonwealth, he was himself tried and 
execQted after the Restoration. 

Benjamin Harrison, the father of William Henry, 
was, as has already been stated, one of the leading, 
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most devoted, and most inflaential of the many noble 
patriots, whose virtues, and talents, and self-sacrificing 
love of country, the occasion called into requisition. 
He was amongst the first to embrace the cause of the 
people in the contest with Great Britain, which pre- 
ceded the resort to arms, and one of the last who 
would have yielded one hair's breadth to her tyran- 
nical and haughty demands. The patriot cause had 
no more active, uncompromising, and fearless defend- 
er and advocate, nor any whose services were more 
important, or whose counsels were wiser, than Benja- 
min Harrison's. 

At the early age of twenty-one years, he was elect- 
ed a member of the House of Burgesses of the Colony 
of Virginia, in which capacity he gave such signal 
evidence of ability and rising distinction as to attract 
the immediate attention of the English government. 
And in order to rid themselves of one who gave pro- 
mise of becoming so powerful and dangerous an op- 
ponent of British aggression, and so eloquent and ef- 
fective a champion of the people's rights, they attempt- 
ed to purchase his friendship, or at least his silence, 
by offering him a place in the Executive Council of 
the colony, notwithstanding he had yet scarcely reach- 
ed the age of manhood. Though this was a distinc- 
tion corresponding in character with that of member ' 
of the English Privy Council, and presented decided 
advantages, and opened future prospects of promotion 
and distinction, that few so young, with the necessity 
before them of carving out their own fortunes^ ever 
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possessed yirtae and patriotism sufficient to resist,— 
young Harrison indignantly and promptly rejected it. 
He had already seen enough of the grasping disposi- 
tion and the grinding oppression of the British gov- 
ernment throughout the American colonies to under- 
stand what was to be expected by a tame submission, 
or passiye obedience, to these incipient measures of a 
tyrannical prince. Between his own interest and ad- 
yancement and the submission of his country on the 
one hand, and the possible fate of a rebel or the in- 
dependence of his country on the other, he did not 
for a moment hesitate. He decided to take sides with 
the people in the approaching struggle between them 
and the mother country, and to share with them the 
fortune,* good or ill, of the unequal contest. 

From the termination of his duties as a member 
of the House of Burgesses, until the imposition of the 
attempted obnoxious Stamp Act, little is recorded of 
the life of Mr. Harrison, beyond his continued and 
zealous resistance to every attempt, on the part of 
England, to abridge the liberties of the colonies. But, 
in 1764, he was appointed one of a committee to pre- 
pare a remonstrance against that odious Act, a meas- 
ure at that time in contemplation by the British cab- 
inet, and which soon after actually became a law. K 
anything had yet been wanting to decide the future 
course of Harrison and the other patriots of the dif- 
ferent colonies, this adoption of the principle of tax- 
atian ioithaut representation would have left them no 
longer room for hesitation. From that time he con- 
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tinned to exert all the energies of bifl strong mind and 
his great influence, in connection with the other noble 
spirits of the day, towards the maintenance of that 
civil, religious, and political liberty, for which they 
ht»d already suffered and sacrificed so much, and in 
resisting the encroachments of a profligate govem- 
ment. 

In 1774 he was elected a member from Virginia 
to the Continental Congress, which assembled at Phil- 
adelphia, in September of that year. That Congress 
being unwilling quite to close the door of reconcilia- 
tion, made a last attempt to bring the parent govern- 
ment to a sens^ of justice, adopted a pacific and con- 
ciliatory address to the crown, proposing such condi- 
tions of settlement as a proper regard for their honor 
and the rights of the colonies would permit. After 
having adopted this paeasure of peace, it adjourned, 
patiently and calmly to await the result of the appeal. 

He was also elected a member of the Continental 
Congress from Virginia, in 1775. Soon after the 
meeting of this Congress, his brother-in-law, Peyton 
Bandolph, vacated the office of Speaker of Congress, 
and the duty devolved upon it of electing a new 
speaker. The members were divided in their prefer- 
ence of a successor to Mr. Randolph, between Mr. 
Harrison and John Hancock, of Massachusetts. But 
Mr. Harrison, with the magnanimity of a noble mind, 
promptly waived his claims in favor of Mr. Hancock. . 
Upon modestly hesitating to accept the office after his 
election, through distrust in his capacity and ability 
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for the proper discharge of its responsibilities, Harri- 
son seized him in his athletic arms, and placed him in 
the presidential chair, exclaiming as he did so, '^We 
will show mother Britain how little we care for her, 
by making a Massachnsetts man onr president, whom 
she has excluded from pardon b j a public proclama- 
tion." 

On the 4th of June of the same year, he was se- 
lected a member of a committee to place the Ameri- 
can Colonies in a state of defence. The report of 
that committee, which was made after a month's earn- 
est deliberation, formed the basis of the present militia 
system of the United States. In the following Sep- 
tember he was also appointed a member of a commit- 
tee, in connection with the immortal Washington, who 
devised and perfected a plan for the support of the 
proyincial army, and was chairman of the committee 
through whose agency Lafayette and his companions 
were induced to enUst in the American cause, as well 
as a member of the Board of War.* 

On the 10th of June 1776, Harrison called up the 
resolution, offered three days before by one of his col- 
leagues, Richard Henry Lee, declaring ^'that the 
United Colonies are, and ought to be, free and inde- 
pendent States ; that they are absolved from all alle- 
giance to the British Crown, and that all political 
connection between them and the State of Great Bri- 
tain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved." Though 

* Saadenon's LiT«0 of tii« Sigaon of the ]>eolaration of In- 
d^^endcnoe. 

8 
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this bold proposition to dismember the British Empire 
was received irith great anxiety by all, and was 
strongly opposed by some, yet in Harrison it found 
an eloquent, able, and unflinching advocate, and after 
two days of very warm debate was finally passed by 
a bare majority. In accordance with this resolution, 
a committee was appointed to prepare a Declaration 
of Independence. They reported a draft on the 28th 
of June, and on the Ist of July it was adopted in 
committee of the whole, nine States out of the thir- 
teen having voted for it ; and on the Foubth of July 
it was finally passed, and published to the world. 

Amongst the signers to this ^^ Great Charter" of 
American liberty is the name of Benjamin Harrison. 
To illustrate the fearless and cheerful character of the 
man, and to show in how much dread he stood of Brit- 
ish vengeance while about to take a step by which he 
would forfeit his life if the colonists should prove un- 
successful, a curious anecdote is recorded of him. On 
signing the Declaration, he turned to Elbridge Gerry, 
— one of the delegates from Massachusetts, who was 
standing beside him, and who was as slender and thin 
as Harrison was vigorous and portly, — and remarked 
to him with a pleasant smile, '^When the hanging- 
scene comes I shall have the advantage over you, for 
it will be all over with me in a minute, but you will 
be kicking in the air half an hour after I am gone." 

Mr. Harrison remained in Congress until 1778, 
and continued to exert all his powers and influence 
in behalf of the cause of his struggling country. 
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At the end of that time he withdrew from CoDgress, 
bat not from the cause he had so ardently espoused 
and 80 zealously defended. Soon after, he was elected 
a member of the House of Delegates of Virginia, and 
speaker of that body. He continued to discharge the 
duties of this new and responsible position until 1782. 
On the resignation of Governor Nelson, 'in that year, 
he was elected Governor of Virginia, and was re-elect- 
ed until Ae constitution rendered him ineligible, all 
the time exerting his whole personal as well as polit- 
ical influence to further the independence of the 
United States. In 1791 he was again unanimously 
elected to the Legislature, but suddenly died the next 
day, at the age of sixty-five years, universally known 
and universally regretted by those for whom he had 
aided to establish a free country. 

Such is a brief sketch of the father of William 
Henry Harrison, the subject of this biography. Spring- 
ing from such patriot-stock, reared amid such scenes 
as he must have been familiar with, and seeing the ex- 
ample of such patriots as must have been his father's 
companions and associates, he must have been much 
less susceptible to good impressions than most other 
young Americans of that period, not to have imbibed 
much of that spirit of freedom and love of liberty that 
was diffused throughout all classes and conditions. But 
young Harrison was no such dull student, nor such 
unconcerned spectator, young as he was at the close 
of the revolutionary struggle, of the great events of 
those stirring times. It was from such men and such 
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eventB that he received those principles of truth and 
justice, and that patriotic devotion to his country 
which so distinguished his after-life. Here was laid 
deep the foundation upon which was built the super- 
structure of greatness which he finally attained. 

Notwithstanding Mr. Harrison left an ample for- 
tune, it was ^ill insuflScient to render all his sons in- 
dependent of their own mental resources. Devoting 
so much of his time and means to the service of the 
people, he knew that his fortune had become too much 
shattered to place them above the necessity of relying 
upon their own talents and energies, and therefore 
wisely resolved to leave them a richer inheritance 
than gold and lands — sound morals, correct principles, 
and a good education. With this determination in 
view, the education of young Harrison was committed 
to the care of Robert Morris^ his guardian, and one 
of the most illustrious patriots of the revolution ; and 
at an early age he was placed under the best teachers 
in the colony — ^as his brothers had previously been — 
when he made such rapid progress, and gave such 
evidence of talent, as to afford his friends the most 
gratifying assurances of future distinction. 

At the age of fourteen he left Hampden Sidney 
College, where he had remained for about a year, and 
entered an academy there of high standing in South- 
ampton county, where he continued to prosecute his 
studies with great industry and success until his sev- 
enteenth year. At the end of this time, having 
thoroughly qualified himself for a commencement of 
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the study of mediduie, the profession for which he 
was designed, he was placed in the office of Pr. 
Leiber, of Richmond, a physician of considerable 
eminence and large practice in that city. In the 
q;udng of 1791, at the age of eighteen, he was s.e9t 
to Philadelphia for the purpose of completing his ^ 
medical studies nnder the eminent Dr. Rifihapd Bosh; / /' ' 
a rcYolntionafy compalariot of his father, and, like / 

him, one of ikp signers of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. Ii^ was while on this journey that he 
heard of the sudden death of his father, an eyent 
wiich determined him to abandon the further prose- 
eotion of his medical studies, and that, consequently, 
exerted an all-important influence upon his future 
proapects and fortune. 

Upon arriving in Philadelphia, he met with the 
wannest and most gratifying reception from Bush, 
Bhippen, and Wistar, the most distinguished medical 
professors ci that day, and from Morris and other 
firiends and revolutionary associates of his father. 
But though some of these gentlemen exerted all their 
influence to dissuade Harrison from abandoning the 
fiirther study of medicine, he firmly persisted in his 
purpose* Sfis inclinations as to a profession lay quite 
in another direction, and having entered upon it 
against his wishes, he felt quite free, at his father's 
death, to adopt one more in harmony with his own 
feelings. His heart had long been set upon adopting 
the profession of arms, and his inclination was greatly 
stcengthi^ed by the diBasters that had overtaken the 
8* 
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accomplished Harmax and the north-western army in 
their contest with the Indians of that region. These 
events removed whatever hesitation he might have 
had upon his future plans, and he at once prepared 
to unite his fortunes with his unfortunate countrymen. 
His wishes were strongly opposed even hy Mr. Mor- 
ris, his guardian, as well as by many of Ids other in- 
fluential friends ; but it was of no avail. 

Possessing as he did great family influence, being 
connected with Peyton, Randolph, Colonel Bassett, 
Mrs. Washington, and other eminent Virginians, be- 
sides possessing the warm personal friendship of 
Washington, it was no difficult matter for Harrison 
to find employment in the army. In the midst of 
the excitement and anxiety that the misfortunes of 
Harmar's command had excited, G^eneral Henry Lee, 
of Virginia, proposed to him to take a commission in 
the army. The proposition was cheerfully accepted 
by him as infinitely more congenial to his habits, dis- 
position, and taste, than the profession for which he 
had been designed. But fearful that his wishes might 
be thwarted by his connections if his intentions should 
become known, it was arranged that General Lee 
should solicit his commission without communicating 
the matter to either Mr. Randolph or Mr. Morris. 
The latter, however, happening to receive some inti- 
mation of what was going on, sent for Harrison, with 
a view of attempting to dissuade him from his pur- 
pose. Suspecting the object of the summons, he 
hastened to the War Officdf at the head of whioh was 
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General Knox, and procured his commission as ensign 
in the first regiment of United States infantry. He 
then repaired to the house of Mr. Morris, who ex- 
pressed his decided disapprobation at the step he had 
taken, but said he should offer no farther opposition 
to his wishes. 

Haying remained a few days longer with his 
friends in Philadelphia, most of which he was em- 
ployed in the recruiting service, he proceeded to join 
his regiment at Fort Washington, now the site of 
Cincinnati, and arrived there shortly after the defeat 
of the brave but ill-fated General St. Clair. He 
found the army broken, dispirited, and suffering from 
the effect of its late disastrous defeat. Everything 
looked dark and discouraging, and was especially cal- 
culated to dampen the ardor of a young and inexpe- 
rienced soldier. But this was not the effect the mis- 
fortune and misery of his countrymen had upon 
Harrison. So far from this being the case, it con- 
vinced him still more strongly of the necessity there 
existed for his services. Although, when he joined 
his corps, he was a mere stripling, being only in his 
nineteenth year of age, tall and thin in his person, 
and, to judge from his appearance merely, but poorly 
qualified for the hardships and privations that a sol- 
dier's life in the wilderness is necessarily exposed to, 
his ardor and enthusiasm was in nowise dampened by 
the forlorn and wretched condition of the army. 

His condition, it must be confessed, was a most 
trying and perplexing One. St. Clair's army was re- 
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duoed to a mere Bkeleton, and consisted of only a few 
Ipiundred of half starved and half naked troops. The 
time for which the militia originally enlisted had ex- 
pired, the detachment of the second regiment of 
Regulars which was engaged in the action under St. 
Clair was nearly annihilated, and the army was 
wholly iQadequate to maintain the line of posts that 
had been erected for the protection of the north- 
western settlers. This certainly was a most gloomy 
prospect for one reared as Harrison had been, amidst 
aU the luxuries, delicacies, and comforts that wealth 
could produce, and with a frame softened by these 
influences, added to the enervating effects of a south- 
em climate. So formidable were the obstacles pre- 
sented to his conslderatioi)i by a friend whom he met 
at Fort Washington, and so lively a picture was pre- 
sented to him of the sufferings he must endure, and 
of the almost certain consequence upon him of the 
habits of intemperance that prevailed at that time in 
the army, that no man with less firmness of character 
and purpose could have resisted the strong appeals 
addressed to him. But notwithstanding these ap- 
peals, backed as they were by the strong remon- 
strances of his other friends, he remained firm to his 
purpose, influenced partly by his romantic notion of 
the attractive nature of the profession he had chosen, 
and his pride, but principally by the strong sympathy 
that the disasters of Harmar and St. Clair's armies 
had aroused in his breast he inflexibly adhered to his 
design. 
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The name of William Henry Harrison is so closely 
connected with the West, from the time he arrived 
at Fort Washington, with an ensign's commission in 
his pocket, to his election to the office of chief magis- 
trate of a great nation, that a brief reference to its 
situation at that time, as weH as to the eyents that 
immediately preceded his arrival there, may very ap- 
propriately be here introduced; and indeed this seems 
in some measure quite necessary to a full understand- 
ing of many of the incidents in his life that will be 
narrated. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

It has already been incidentally stated that the 
first emigrants to the north-west territory was made, 
in the spring of 1788, by a colony from New England, 
mostly officers and soldiers of the Revolution, who 
settled at the mouth of the Muskingum River, and 
laid out the town of Marietta.* The first object of 
the pioneers was to erect a block-house and stockade 
as a means of defence against Indian attacks, after 
which the town was surveyed, and village lots laid out 
west of the Muskingum River, adjoining Fort Har- 
mar, then recently built and garrisoned by United 
States troops. 

Many of these fouuders of Ohio were men of 
distinction, and had held high offices, both civil and 
military, during the revolutionary war. Amongst 
their number was General Israe l Putnam, who by com- 
mon consent, from the necessity of having some chief 
head in such a colony, was selected as their leader, a 
position for which his character and experience par- 
ticularly fitted him. Soon after the settlement at 
Marietta was commenced there, other companies were 
formed, one of whom laid out the town of Columbia, 
« Burnet's Notes. 
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£t the mouth of the Little Miami ; the second founded 
Cincinnati, in the fall of 1788 ; and the third settled 
at North Bend, the subsequent residence of General 
Harrison^ with the intention of founding a magnificent 
city there. The citj was actually laid out on a most 
extended scale, and named Sjmmes, after Judge 
Sjmmes, the leader of the party by whom it was 
settled. 

Seven years afler the settlement of Cincinnati^ 
it was but a miserable village of log cabins, except 
fifteen rough, unfinished frame-houses, with stone 
chimnies. There was not then a single brick house 
in a place now the Queen of the West, and containing 
numerous elegant and costly public edifices and many 
thousands of inhabitants. At this period the pop- 
ulation of the whole north-western territory was only 
fifteen thousand, and in 1800, five years after, but a 
fraction over forty-five thousand. When Harrison 
reached Cincinnati, to enter upon his military career, 
there was probably scarcely a log cabin there, much less 
frame and brick houses, and the population of the whole 
territory could not have been more than three or four 
thousand, and these scattered over an immense extent 
of country. As late as 1796, five years after Har- 
rison reached Fort Washington, the emigrants in the 
territory were represented to be few in number, and 
were located in difierent and remote settlements, be- 
tween which there was little or no intercourse.* The 
country they inhabited was wild and uncultivated, and 
* Bamet*s Notes. 
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was separated from the Atlantic inhabitants b j rug- 
ged mountains, ahnost impenetrable forests and im- 
passable rivers, with hardly the semblance of a road, 
bridge, ferry, or any other improvement for facili- 
tating communication with the old Atlantic settle- 
ments. The adjoining regions on every side were all 
equally wild and uncultivated, without commerce or 
the means of creating it. The country contained 
iQ^either shelter nor safety for civilized man.* 

Previous to the treaty negotiated by Creneral 
Wayne, in 1795, with all the Indian tribes north-west 
of the Ohio River, known as the treaty of Greenville, 
by which a permanent peace with all the various tribes 
was established, but few improvements had been made 
of any kind; and the settlers, besides the dangers 
and sufferings to which they were subjected by their 
almost constant collisions with their inveterate savage 
foes, endured all the privations that are incident to 
pioneers. Though a large portion of them had been 
accustomed to the comforts, and many of the luxuries 
of civilized life, previous to their emigration to the 
West, they were here deprived of all the luxuries, and 
some of the necessaries of life. But all these incon- 
veniences and deprivations they submitted to, not 
only without murmuring, but even with cheerfulness. 
Before they determined on selecting a home in the 
wilderness they had schooled their minds for the new 
life before them, and to endure with patience and 
courage whatever might chance to them. They 
* Bonet's Nolot, 
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mostly sought the West, for the purpose of recovering 
from th« ruin brought upon, them by their sacrifices 
in the revolutionary struggle, and partly to hide 
themselves from the mortifications of poverty. 

Little peace, however, was given them, or little 
chance afforded to amend their shattered fortunes. 
The war they had to wage with the north-western 
Indians was of equal duration, and little less bloody 
than that which had so recently ended in estab- 
lishing their independence. During the revolutionary 
war many of the tribes took part with the British, 
and when peace was concluded, some of them refused 
to lay down their arms, but still continued their mer- 
ciless ravages upon the new settlers. 

In 1790, the various north-west tribes were sup- 
posed to consist of about fifteen thousand warriors, of 
whom five thousand were in open war with the United 
States, and of the others, several tribes were by no 
means friendly. They were also now much more for- 
midable than the early English colonists found them, 
for they no longer depended on bows and arrows for 
defence and attack. Under seventy years of French 
tuition, and the experience ef the revolutionary war, 
they had become skilled in the use of arms and had 
acquired considerable knowledge of discipline. In 
courage and the power of endurance they had no su- 
periors in any country or age of the world, though in 
piiys^cnl strength they were inferior to the descend- 
ants of Europeans.'*' 

* Frost'B Book of the Aimj. 
4 
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A treaty of peace was concluded with the Creek 
Indians, who had for some time been at war with 
Georgia, at New York, in August, 1790, and over- 
tures were made to the north-western Indians, bat 
rejected. It became necessary, therefore, for yigorous 
preparations to be made to meet the threatened storm, 
on the part of the government. It was therefore re- 
solved by Congress to increase the military force and 
to destroy the Miami villages. To carry out this ob- 
ject, the governor of the territory. General St. Cbur, 
was authorized to call on Pennsylvania and Kentucky 
for fifteen hundred militia, to join General Harmar's 
regiment, consisting at that time of four hundred ef- 
fective men. On the 15th of July, 1790, he ad- 
dressed circular letters to the proper officers of Ken- 
tucky and Pennsylvania, requesting them to proceed 
to Fort Harmar, at the mouth of the Muskingum, as 
soon after the 8rd of September as possible. The 
militia from Kentucky arrived at Fort Washington, 
without even stopping at Muskingum, on the day 
designated, with the exception of about one hundred 
and fifty. The troops of Pennsylvania were less 
prompt in their movements ; but they joined the ar- 
my, however, soon after it had marched from Fort 
Washington. 

The troops who composed General Harmar's army 
were in a wretched condition, many of them being 
substitutes hired by those who had been drafted. 
Others were too old and infirm to bear the fatigues 
of an active campaign, and they were nearly all awk- 
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ward and undisciplined. A large portion of their 
arms were also nnfit for nse, many of their muskets 
and rifles being without locks, and there was a state 
of insubordination and a disregard of military rule 
that gave little promise of future success.* When 
the troops arrived at Fort Washington, the season 
was too far advanced to permit of any delay for dril- 
ling them, and on the Ist of October, General Har- 
mar took up his march for the enemies country. 
During the campaign, several Indian villages were 
destroyed, but the expedition on the whole was a dis- 
astrous one to the American army. When these 
towns were burnt, and their inhabitants were dis- 
persed, the chief object of the enterprise was accom- 
plished. General Harmar, however, considered his 
work unfinished, and was therefore determined to 
bring on an engagement with them if possible. But 
instead of advancing himself with the main body of 
his army, and forgetful also of the character of his 
forces. Colonel Hardin was sent forward with a de- 
tachment of three hundred men, of whom only thirty 
were regulars, in pursuit of the enemy. He was 
attacked by a body of Indians, when the militia, un- 
der his command, were seized with a panic, and pre- 
cipitately fled, and the regulars were nearly all cut 
off. Colonel Harden was then sent out with another 
detachment of three hundred and sixty men, who 
speedily encountered another large body of the sav- 
age foe. But after a long and bloody contest, in 
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which Colonel Hardin lost nearly half his force, he 
was compelled to retreat and fall back on the main 
body of the army. General Harmar, after these and 
some other less disastrous reverses, retnmed to Fort 
Washington, by easy marches, pursued for some time 
by the Indians; but owing to the vigilance of the 
General, they were unable to harrass his movements 
or injure the troops during the march. Soon after, 
the militia were disbanded, and General Harmar re- 
signed his command, and obtained a court martial, 
by which he was fully acquitted. 

Though this expedition is generally considered to 
have been a failure, General Harmar claimed for it a 
different and more honorable name ; and in justice to 
the character of a brave and patriotic c^cer, it ought 
to be stated that the movement was got up in great 
haste, and that the troops, with the exception of three 
hundred and fifty rank and file, were undisciplined, 
insubordinated, and barely equipped.* Notwithstand- 
ing these facts, the main object of the expedition, 
which was the destruction of the Miami villages, was 
accomplished ; and those places of rendezvous, where 
British traders resorted to poison the minds of the 
Indians, and excite their hostility against the settlers, 
were broken up. Thus far the expedition was com- 
pletely successful. But in his anxiety to mflict still 
further injury on the enemy, he suffered what, with 
very little stretch of the imagination, looks much 
like a very decided defeat. 
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Bat whether General Harmar maj have been vie* 
toriouB or defeated, the result of his expedition had 
Tery little effect in repressing the attacks of the Indi- 
ans upon the American settlements. In the winter of 
1790-1, one of those attacks, by a party of four or five 
hundred) and headed by the notorious Simon Girty, 
was made upon Dunlap's station at Coleraine ; but 
it proved unsuccessful, as a similar one subsequently 
did upon Fort Jefferson. But it is not necessary to 
enumerate all the hostile movements and outrages of 
the Indians. Their depredations and incursions -con- 
tinued more or less frequent during the whole pro* 
gross of the war, sxki small parties were constantly 
larking in the neighborhood of the white settlements, 
watching for opportunities to plunder and murder the 
settlers. So frequent were these depredations, that 
the inhabitants were kept constantly on their guard 
against them. There was no safety for any one out- 
side their defenses: no one retired to rest with any 
confidence of ever seeing another day. The pioneers 
literally slept on their arms for years ; they felt that 
there was no security for their lives for a single day. 
Tim condition of affairs produced its natural conse- 
quences upon their characters. They became bold, 
daring, and almost reckless of life; or rather, they 
became so accustomed to danger, that they seemed to 
be almost indifferent to it. This was rather a neces- 
sity of their mode of life, however, than any real dis- 
regard for life. Their apparent disregard of life even 
led them to hasard it wh^n nothing was to be gained 
4* 
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by the risk. All the elements of true courage they 
possessed in the highest degree: and it is not too 
much to say that, by the constant exposure to danger 
with which they were surrounded, and the hard ne- 
cessities of the life they were compelled to lead, were 
planted the germ from which has sprung many of 
these distinguishing features of their descendants^ 
known as "Western character." 

So frequent were the depredations and murders 
of the Indians, even after General Harmar had de- 
stroyed their towns, that in January, 1791, President 
Washington felt called upon to submit to Congress a 
statement of the condition of the western country, and 
to recommend the measures which, in his opinion, it 
was necessary and proper to be taken for its defense 
and security. He urged upon Congress the duty of 
taking prompt and efficient measures for the protec- 
tion of the white settlements against the relentless 
and cruel warfare that was carried on against them, 
and recommended another expedition against the Wa- 
bash Indians as the most effectual means of putting 
an end to these outrages. 

In consequence of the President's statements, and his 
urgent recommendation for some speedy action, Con- 
gress was induced to authorize him to raise an army of 
three thousand men ; and in the meantime, for the pur- 
pose of affording immediate relief, they authorised him 
to raise a corps of Kentucky yolunteers, with the view 
of destroying the towns on the Wabash. The exe- 
cution of this latter duty was intrusted to General 
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Charles Scott, and proyed entirely snccessfal, several 
Tillages having been burnt, the growing com cut up, 
a large amount of property destroyed, thirty-two war- 
riors killed, and fifty-seven prisoners taken, and with- 
out the loss of a single man killed, and only four 
wounded, on the part of the Americans ; and what 
is more to their honor, without having permitted^ 
single act of cruelty to mark their ccmduct.* ^^.^''i^'r^^^^ 

Soon after the termination of this bril^«ilt expe- 
dition another was fitted out, under tWiIiscretionary 
power given to Governor St. Clsh^lijid the command 
of it intrusted to Colonel John Wilkinson, who had 
signalized himself during the campaign of General 
Scott. It consisted of five hundred and fifty well 
mounted and equipped Kentucky volunteers. Though 
all the objects designed by Colonel Wilkinson were 
not accomplished, it was nevertheless in the main suc- 
cessful, and great praise was awarded the whole de- 
tachment for their perseverance and bravery. 

WhQe these military operations were going on 
under General Scott and Colonel Wilkinson, the War 
Department was engaged in raising the army of three 
thousand men, authorized by Congress. Of this ar- 
my Governor St. Clair was appointed commander, 
with the rank of Major-General ; and on the 28th of 
January, 1791, he left Phikdelphia for Fort Pitt, 
now Pittsburgh, where he arrived on the 16th of the 
ensuing April, and at Fort Washington on the 15th 
of May. The troops which had assembled at this lat- 
* Burnet's Notes. 
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ter fort on the last of August, amounted to about two 
thousand men. On the 17th day of September they 
took up their line of maroh from Ludlow's station, 
five miles in advance of Fort Washington, where they 
had been encamped for four or five weeks waiting for 
reinforcements, under the command of General Butler, 
who was the second in command. 

On the 3d of November, after a fatiguing and la- 
borious march, the army arrived at a creek which 
proved to be a branch of the Wabash, in the vicinity 
of the Miami villages for the destruction of which the 
expedition had been undertaken. Here General St. Glair 
encamped on a commanding piece of ground, having 
this creek in front, intending to occupy that position 
until the first regiment, which had been sent back a 
few days before to bring up the provisions in the rear, 
and if possible to arrest three hundred militia who had 
deserted."^ The next day he proposed to commence 
fortifying his position, for the purpose of rendering 
himself secure from the attack of the Indians while 
he should be compelled to wait for the absent regiment^ 
and until he should be prepared for active operations. 

But the ever-watchful enemy had prepared for 
him other and far less agreeable employment for that 
day. They had observed his movements, and had no 
intention of permitting him peaceably to retrench 
himself in their midst. On the morning of the 4th, 
accordingly, a short time before sunrise, the men hav- 
ing but just been dismissed from parade, a fierce at- 

•BumefB Notes. 



WILLIAM HKEVBT BABBI80N. 46 

tack iTBfl snddenlj commenced on the militia posted 
in front, who immediately gave way and rushed into 
the camp in great confusion, throwing the army into 
the most hopeless disorder, the Indians following 
close upon their heels. The enemy, however, were 
checked for a few moments by the brisk fire of the 
first line ; but this fire was returned with equal brisk- 
ness and fatal effect, and in a few minutes extended 
to the second. In each case the fire was principally 
directed to the centre, where the artillery was posted, 
and from which the men were frequently driven with 
great slaughter. 

Resort was had to the bayonet in this emergency, 
and Colonel Darke was ordered to make the chwrge 
with a part of the second line, an order that was ex- 
ecuted with great spirit and courage. The Indians 
immediately gave way, and were driven back several 
hundred yards at the point of the bayonet. For want 
of a sufficient number of riflemen, however, to preserve 
the advantage thus gained, they soon renewed the at- 
tack, and the Americans were in turn compelled to 
give way. At the same instant, they entered the 
American camp on the left, having forced back the 
troops stationed at that point. Another attack was 
made by Major Clark and Majmr Butler with great 
success, and several afterwards with equal success.'^ 
They were attended, however, with heavy loss of men^ 
and particularly of officers. In the charge made by 
the second regiment, Major Butler fell mortally wound- 

*Bfinet's Notes. 
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ed, and every officer of the regiment was killed or 
mortally wounded, except three. The artillery being 
silenced, and half of the troops slain, the General saw 
no other means of saving the remnant of his forces^ 
than to make a retreat while it was yet in his power. 
To accomplish this object, a charge was made on the 
enemy, which was so far successful as to enable him 
to reach the road, when the militia commenced a hasty, 
and soon a disorderly retreat, followed by the United 
States troops, commanded by Major Clark, who cov- 
ered their rear. The camp and artillery were entire- 
ly abandoned. The men threw away all their arms, 
accoutrements, &c., in their flight, even after the pur- 
suit, which was continued about four miles, had ceased."^ 
The greatest confusion and panic prevailed amongst 
the militia, and but for the coolness and courage of 
the regular troops during the retreat, the army would 
have been nearly annihilated. All the horses of the 
General were killed in the action, and he was mounted 
on a broken-down pack-horse that could scarcely be 
forced out of a walk, so that it was impossible for him 
to get forward in person to command a halt, and or- 
ders dispatched by others were wholly disregarded. 
The rout continued as far as Fort Jefferson, which ' 
they had erected in their advance, and twenty-seven 
miles distance from the battle-ground, where they ar- 
rived about dark. The battle lasted about three hours, 
and during its continuance all the troops, with one 
exception, acted with great bravery. 

-, * Burnet's Noteg. 
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The lo6s of the Americans in officers was even 
more severe than in men, thirty-nine having been 
killed, and twenty-two badly wounded. The loss in 
men amoonted, in killed and wonnded, to about seven 
hundred. Although the army amounted to two thou- 
sand three hundred men, rank and file, when it took 
its march from Ludlow's station, there could not have 
been over fourteen hundred and fifty men engaged in 
the action, three hundred having deserted from Fort 
Jefferson, and one regiment of about five hundred and 
fifty having been ordered back to bring up the pro- 
visions. It has been stated, that -even as many as six 
hundred and thirty were killed, and two hundred and 
sixty-three wounded. But, whether the loss of the 
Americana was as great as this, it was undoubtedly one 
of the most fatally bloody battles ever fought in this 
country, and the great disproportion of the wounded 
to the killed shows with what desperate bravery they 
. fought, as well as the folly of further resistance. 

The intelligence of this melancholy and disastrous 
defeat, and the inglorious termination of an expedi- 
tion upon which such high hopes had been placed, fell 
like a thunderbolt upon the government, filling the 
whole country with consternation, and especially the 
now doubly exposed settlers of the North-west. It 
was not difficult to foresee, that such an overwhelm- 
ing defeat of an army which had inspired such strong 
confidence of success, would result in the dissolution 
of all our treaties with the various Indian tribes of 
the North-west, and in the formation of a general 
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confederacy amongst them against the United States. 
This confederacy was entered into not long after St. 
Clair's defeat. 

Such was the discouraging situation of affairs, and 
such the alarm that everywhere prevailed when En- 
sign Harrison arrived at Fort Washington to enter 
upon his military career ; and it must be confessed, 
that it presented but a dark and discouraging pros- 
pect, and but a barren field for reaping laurels, or 
gratifying ambition. But it was the field upon which 
he voluntarily entered, at the age of nineteen years, 
not simply to gratify either ambition, or reap laurels, 
but in obedience to the dictates of what could only 
have been patriotic duty. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Ensign Harrison arriyed at Fort Washington and 
joined his regiment just in season to witness the re- 
tnm of the dispirited and care-worn fragments of 
General St. Clair's army, and entered with cheerful- 
ness and zeal npon the trying and dangerous duties 
of his new position. 

The period for which the militia had enlisted had 
expired, and the detachment of the second regiment 
of United States troops, which was in the army un* 
der St. Clair, was entirely ent up. The task, there- 
fore, of maintaining the long line of posts that had 
been erected, of establishing new ones, and of afford- 
ing convoys for provisions, devolved upon an inconsid- 
erable body, composed of between three and four hun- 
dred of the first regiment, and the miserable remnant 
of General St. Clair's shattered army. In this con- 
dition of a&irs, Harrison was appointed to take com- 
mand of a detachment of twenty men who had been 
ordered to esoort a number of pack-horses to Fort 
Hamilton. This duty, it can be very easily under- 
stood, was one attended vrith great danger and expo- 
sure to hardships of every kind. It would necessa- 
rily expose him to singular difficulties, distresses, and 
6 
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privations, as well as to the hazard of being surprised 
and cat off by the Indians. He was compelled to 
lay oat ansheltered, although it was the oommence- 
ment of winter, exposed to the inclemency of the 
weather, to rain and snow, with no protection bat 
such as his blanket afforded, and no secarity against 
the attacks of savages bat his own vigilance. Yet, in 
spite of every obstacle, he accomplished the hasardoas 
enterprise so. entirely to the satisfaction of Greneral 
St. Glair as to receive his pablio thanks for the fidel- 
ity and good condact he displayed. 

The fatal termination of the expeditions under 
General Harmar and General St. Clair enforced upon 
Congress the absolate necessity of adopting some 
more effectual means of repressing the Indians, and 
of putting an end to their barbarities. It was clear 
that a larger and more efficient and better disciplined 
force must be raised, and a more cautious system of 
operations pursued. Accordingly, an act of Congress 
was passed for raising a considerable army; and 
in April, 1792, General Anthony Wayne, who had 
rendered his name illastrious during the revolution- 
ary struggle, was nominated by President Washing- 
ton to take command of it, with the title of Major- 
General. In order to provide against the error which 
had mainly contributed to the defeat of both General 
Harmar and General St. Clair, which was conceded 
to be a want of discipline, — ^though a want of pro- 
vision also contributed its full share to those misfor- 
tunesy^— the whole of the year 1792, and the winter 
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and spring of 1798, were employed in recmiting the 
army, and in instracting them in military discipline. 
The new troops were stationed under Greneral Wayne, 
at first at Pittsburgh, and then upon the banks of the 
Ohio, a few miles below Cincinnati. Here Harrison 
joined the army in June, 1798, and was appointed 
second aid-de-camp to the commander-in-chief, having 
the year before been promoted to the rank of Lieu- 
tenant in the first regiment. The negotiations which 
had some time before been entered into with the In- 
dians, haying entirely failed and been broken off, the 
army took up their march for Greenville, in Sep- 
tember. It consisted of four thousand five hundred 
effective regulars, including some troops of dragoons, 
and of an auxiliary force of two thousand mounted 
militia, under the command of General Scott. But 
an early frost setting in, rendered it advisable to go 
into winter quarters. Huts were therefore built, and 
a system of discipline, calculated to prepare the 
troops for the kind of warfare they were about to en- 
ter upon, was diligently put in practice. Here- Har- 
rison devoted himself exclusively to the study and 
practice of his profession, and with such success as 
to obtain the confidence of his commander and the 
attachment of his associates. The army continued 
in their encampment until near the last of June, 1794. 
Having then been joined by the mounted volunteers 
from Kentucky, arrangements were promptly made 
for entering upon the campaign, by advancing into 
the Indian country. 



^ I 
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So perfect were the precautions taken by General 
Wayne to guard against embarrassments, that no de- 
lay nor difficulty attended his march. For the pur- 
pose of deceiving the enemy in regard to his move- 
ments, he made such demonstrations as induced them 
to expect he vould advance in a different direction 
from the one he had selected. By this expedient, he 
arrived almost in sight of Auglaize, the great empo- 
rium of the enemy, and took possession of it on the 
8th of August, without the loss of a single man. All 
their property fell into the hands of the Americans. 

The enemy were collected at the foot of the Rap- 
ids in great force. They had been joined by the 
militia of Detroit and a portion of the regular army, 
and had selected an elevated plain at that place for 
the contest. General Wayne advanced upon the main 
body on the 20th of August, which was drawn up 
under the cover of a British fort. A battallion of 
mounted volunteers, commanded by Major Price, 
moved in front of the legion, who marched sufficiently 
in advance to give timely notice for the troops to form 
in case of an attack. When he had proceeded about 
five miles, so severe a fire was opened upon him by 
the enemy, secreted in grass and woods, as to cause 
him to fall back ; but the troops soon after came in 
view of the enemy. 

The Indians held a position admirably suited to 
their peculiar mode of warfare, being within a thit-k 
wood of felled trees that had been torn up by a hur- 
ricane. Their line was formed in three divisions, 



WILLIAM HSNBT HARRISON. 68 

within sapporti^g distance of each other, and extend- 
ing two miles at right angles with the river. It was 
at once seen bj the commanding General, that an 
enemy thns posted conld not be successfully attacked 
with cavalry, and that a regular fire in line must 
prove equally unsuccessful. He therefore determined 
to commence the engagement by an attack at the 
point of the bayonet, and for this purpose he ordered 
nis troops to march through the woods with trailed 
arms, and to drive the Indians from their covert with 
charged bayonets. As soon as they were forced from 
their hiding place, he directed a close fire to be opened 
iipon them, followed by a brisk charge, so as to pre- 
vent them from loading a second time. The cavalry, 
commanded by Captain Campbell, uid the mounted 
infimtry, under Major-General Scott, were ordered 
to turn the flanks of the enemy by circuitous routes. 

These various orders were all obeyed with such 
spirit and promptitude, — such was the impetuosity 
and immediate success of the charge made by the first 
line of infantry, however, — ^that the Indians, Canadian 
militia and volunteers, were driven from their coverts 
before the second line, and General Scott, with his 
mounted volunteem, could possibly reach their posi- 
tion in time for all of them to participate in the 
action. The enemy were driven for more than two 
miles through the woods, in the course of an hour, by 
a force not half as numerous as their own. They 
were estimated to be two tbousund strong of fighting 
men, while the American troops, who actually parti- 
' 6* ■ ' 
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cipated in the action^ did not exceed nine hundred ; 
yet the savages and their allies fled in all directions 
in the utmost confusion, leaving the Americans in 
full and undisturbed possession of the field of battle. 
The engagement was begun, and terminate4 within 
sight of the British Fort, and under the very muzzle 
of their guns. They did not deem it prudent, how- 
ever, openly to interfere in behalf of those whom they^ 
had so industriously and insidiously incited to take up 
arms against the Americans. 

The victory of the Americans was decisive and 
complete, and attended with the most important re- 
sults. As the intelligence of it was received in differ- 
ent parts of the country, it created the liveliest feel- 
ings of joy. The bravery and good conduct of every 
officer belonging to the army, as well as that of the 
common soldiers, received the warmest approbation 
of the country, as well as the special commendation 
of the Commander-in-chief. This was the first gen- 
eral action in which Lieutenant Harrison was engag- 
ed, and General Wayne paid him the very highest 
compliment for the efficient aid he rendered him, and 
for his gallantry, courage, and zeal throughout the 
t)attle. He had been appointed by the General, to 
assist in forming the left wing of the regular troops, 
a task of extreme difficulty, owing to the thickness of 
the woods in which they were posted, but one that 
he accomplished with great skill and effect. In clos- 
ing his official report of this battle, General Wayne 
does full justice to Harrison by declaring that he 
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'^ rendered the most essential services bj communi- 
cating his orders in every direction, and bj his brave- 
ry in exciting the troops to press for victory." 

An incident characteristic of the coolness, intre- 
pidity, and enthusiastic efforts on the field of battle, 
is related by one who was a participant in the action, 
and an eye-witness to the gallantry of Lieutenant 
Harrison. The old soldier, from whose interesting 
narrative of the victory at the Rapids the incident is 
taken, says that, when the battle was raging hottest, 
many in that wing of the army where he was, were 
beginning to falter and to think of a retreat. Just at 
the moment that this feeling began to become preva- 
lent, a young lieutenant who was known as the con- 
fidential aid of old Mad Anthony, galloped up to the 
line, and called to the men with a voice that was heard 
above the roar of battle, " Onward, my brave fellows ! 
the enemy are flying — one fire more, and the day is 
ours." This gallant young lieutenant, it will be un- 
derstood, was William Henry Harrison. 

By the official returns of the adjutant-general, it 
appears that the number of the Americans killed in 
the action, including those who subsequently died from 
their wounds, was thirty-nine, and the number of 
wounded one hundred. The killed and wounded of 
the enemy were estimated to be more than double that 
of the Americans. For some distance the woods were 
strewed with their dead bodies. A large number fell 
on the prairie in attempting to gain the river, or were 
shot while in the act of crossing it. 
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The army remained on the field of battle for thrhe 
days, during irhich time the duty was assigned to 
Lieutenant Harrison, and three or four other ofScexs, 
by General Wayne, of accompanying him in making 
a critical examination of the British fort, which was 
found to be a regular 'military work of great strength. 
This close and daring scrutiny, however, did not pre- 
cisely accord with the notions Major Campbell, the 
commander of the fort, had formed of the dignity of 
his sovereign and his own importance, and led to a 
correspondence so characteristic, at least on the part 
of General Wayne, as to deserve being extracted. 

On the 21st of August, the day after the battle of 
the Maumee, Major Campbell addressed the following 
supercilious note to General Wayne : 

'' Sir, — ^An army of the United States of America, 
said to be under your command, having taken post on 
the banks of the Miami, for upwards of the last twen- 
ty-four hours, almost within reach of the guns of 
this, being a post belonging to His Majesty, the King 
of Great Britain, occupied by His Majesty's troops, 
and which I have the honor to command, it becomes 
my duty to inform myself, as speedily as possible, in 
what light I am to view your making such near ap- 
proaches to this garrison. I have no hesitation, on 
my part, to say that I know of no war existing be- 
tween Great Britain and America." 

To this insolent demand General Wayne thus re- 
plied under the same date : ^' Sir, — ^I have received 
your letter of this date, requiring from me the motives 
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vliich have moved the arm j imder my command to 
the position thej at present occupy, far within the 
acknowledged jorisdiction of the United States of 
America. 

^'Withont questioning the authority, or the pro- 
priety, Sir^ of your interrogatories, I thmk I may, 
without breach of decorum, obserye to you that were 
you entitled to an answer, the most fdl and satisfac- 
tory one was announced to you from the muzzles 
of my small-^trms, yesterday morning, in the action 
against the hordes of savages in the vicinity of your 
post, which terminated gloriously to the American 
arms ; but had it continued till the Indians, &c., were 
driven under the influence of the post and guns you 
mention, they would not have much impeded the pro- 
gress of the victorious army under my command, as 
no such post was established at the commencement 
of the present war between the Indians and the United 
Sutes." 

On the next day, 22nd of August, Major Campbell 
again addressed Qeneral Wayne, and in equally swell- 
ing terms, under the judicious pretence of wishing 
to avoid so dreadful an alternative as commencing 
hostilities against him, he says: " Sir,— Although 
your letter of yesterday's date fully authorizes me to 
any act of hostility against the army of the United 
States of America in this neighborhood, under your 
command, yet, still anxious to prevent that dreadful 
decision, which, perhaps, is not intended to be ap- 
pealed to, by either of our countries, I have forborn. 
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for these two days past, tO resent the msalts jou haye 
offered the British flag, flying at this post, by ap- 
proaching it within pistol shot of my works, not only 
singly, but in numbers, with arms in their hands. 
Neither is it my wish to wage war upon individuals. 
But should you, after this, continue to approach my 
post in the threatening manner you are at this mo- 
ment doing, my indispensable duty to my king and 
country, and the honor of my profession, will oblige 
me to have recourse to those measures, which thou- 
sands of either nation may hereafter have cause to 
regret, and which, I solemnly appeal to God, I have 
used my utmost endeavor to arrest." 

Nowise alarmed by this threatening epistle, Gen- 
eral Wayne returned the following reply the same 
day : " Sir, — In your letter of the 2l8t instant, you 
declare, ^I have no hesitation, on my part, to say, 
that I know of no war existing between Great Britain 
and America.' I, on my part, declare the same, and 
the only cause I have to entertain a contrary idea, 
at this time, is the hostile act you are now in the 
commission of, i. e. by recently taking post far within 
the well-known and acknowledged limits of the United 
States, and erecting a fortification in the h^art of the 
settlements of the Indian tribes, now at war with the 
United States. This, Sir, seems to be an act of the 
highest aggression, and destructive to the peace and 
interest of the Union. Hence it becomes my duty to 
desire, and I do hereby desire and demand, in the 
name of the President of the United States, that you 
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immediatelj desist from any further act of hostilitj 
or aggression, by forbearing to fortify, and by with- 
drawing the troops, artillery, and stores, under your 
orders and direction, forthwith, and removing to the 
nearest post occupied by His Britannic Majesty's 
troops at the peace of 1783 ; and which you will be 
permitted to do unmolested by the troops under my 
command/' 

The following reply of Major Campbell to the 
above, and bearing the same date, closed this some- 
what tart correspondence : " Sir, — I have the honor 
this moment to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
in answer to which I have only to say, that being 
placed here in the command of a British post, and 
acting in a military capacity only, I cannot enter in- 
to any discussion, either on the right or impropriety 
of my occupying my present position. These are 
matters that I conceive wUl be best left to the am- 
bassadors of our different nations. Having said this 
much, permit me to inform you, that I certainly will 
not abandon this post at the summons of any person 
whatever, until I receive orders for that purpose from 
those I have the honor to serve under, or the fortune 
of war should oblige me. I must still adhere to the 
purport of my letter, this morning, to desire that your 
army, or individuals belonging to it, will not approach 
within reach of my cannon, without expecting the 
consequences attending it. 

"Although I have said, in the former part of mj 
letter, that my situation here is totally nulitary, yet 
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let me add. Sir, , that I am mueh deceived if His 
Majesty, the King of Great Britain, had not a post 
on this river at and prior to the period you mention." 

General Wayne did not deem the longer eontin- 
nance of this correspondence would lead to any prof- 
itable result, and the only reply he made to it, there- 
fore, was by laying waste the country and destroying 
everything of value within view of the fort, and in- 
deed within reach of their guns. Major Campbell 
thought it the safest policy not to put in execution 
the threats he had made, by seeking to resent these 
indignities. From the daring character of General 
Wayne, it is more than probable that lus object was 
to provoke the British commander to fire upon him 
as a pretext for attacking his fort. 

Having accomplished the object of his expedition, 
and so broken the power of the confederation as to 
discourage the Indians from immediately risking 
another battle, General Wayne returned to Grand- 
Glaize, where he arrived on the 27th of August, and 
commenced fortifying his position. But signal as his 
victory was over the savages, the main body of the 
enemy still remained in arms, — ^though it had deterred 
many tribes from their cause, — ^while his own force 
was gradually growing weaker. Apprehensions were 
therefore entertained that a discovery of the real 
condition of the American forces would prevent the 
enemy from entering into any negotiations for peace, 
and the utmost caution was observed to keep them 
ignorant of their real strength. Preparations were 
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who made to reerait the army. In the meantime 
tfa^e was a growing anxiety on both sides for peace. 
The Indians had been stunned by the blow they had 
reeeiTed from General Wayne, and prepared by it to 
listen to terms. A prq[>osition was therefore made 
by General Wayne, te i^ the tribes at war with the 
United States, to assemble at Greenyille, with the 
▼iew of agreeing upon some terms of reconciliation. 
Aftar some delay and much correspondence a gen- 
eral cooncil was assembled at that place, which re- 
salted in the ^^ Treaty of Greenville," by which 
nnirersal peace was once more restored to the North- 
west. This treaty was concladed on the 8rd of Au- 
gust, 1795, and was signed by ten of the Indian 
tribes who had so long waged a relentless war upon 
the United States. 

The eflb^ient seryices rendered by Lieutenant Har- 
rison during this whole campaign, and the evidenoe of 
courage, zeal, and ability he had so often given, in- 
q>ired Greneral Wayne with such confidence in his 
character as an officer of prudence and judgment, as 
well as of ability and courage, that soon after the 
peace of Greenville, he was entrusted with the impor- 
tant and responsible command of Fort Washington, 
though then only twenty-three years old. He had a 
short time previously been promoted to the rank of 
Captain, an honor he had well earned by his good 
conduct in the recent campaign. 

While in command of Fort Washmgton, in the 
avtamn of 1795, Captain Harrison was married to the 
6 
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yonngest daughter of Honorable John Cleres Symmes^ 
one of the judges of the north-west territory, and 
the distinguished founder of the Miami settlement, s 
lady who still survives him, and whose mental accom- 
plishments and private virtues gave grace and dignity 
to her character as a wife and & mother, in the do- 
mestic and social circle, or presiding ovw the presi- 
dential mansion. An anecdote is related, in connecti<Hi 
with his marriage to this lady, which illustrates a re- 
markable trait in Harrison's character, and which, as 
much as any other, was the moving principle of his 
life. It was his perfect reliance on his own energies 
to work out his own fortune. On applying to Mr. 
Symmes for permission to address his dai^hter, he 
was asked what were his resources for maintaining a 
wife. Placing his hand upon his sword, he replied, 
with as much confidence as though he were pointing 
to his coffers and his title-deeds, ^'This is my means 
of support.'' Mr. Symmes was so much delighted 
with the cool self-reliance and daring chivalry dis- 
played by the young soldier, that he at once yielded 
a cheerful assent to the proposal. 

Captain Harrison remained in command of Fort 
Washington, and had the managem^it of the large 
amount of public property collected at this post, until 
the spring of 1798. Peace then being restored through- 
out the North-west, the object which principally 
prompted him to enter the army, and there being no 
further use for his services, he resigned his commis- 
sion and retired to his farm, at North Bend, with 
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the intention thereafter of devoting his time to the 
peacefnl and more congenial pnrsaits of agriculture. 
He was not permitted long to indulge his desire, how- 
•rer. Almost immediately after resigning his commis- 
mon he iras appointed, hj President Adams, secretary 
of the north-west territory, in the place of Winthrop 
Sargeant, Esq., who had been promoted to the office 
of Ghrremor of Mississippi, or soutii-westem territory. 
By virtue of this office he was ez-officio Lieutenant 
Governor, and in the absence of Governor St. Glair 
from the territory, the executive duties of his office 
devolved upon him. These he discharged in a manner 
so satisfactory to the people as to win their uni- 
versal approbation. 

The population of the north-western territory hav- 
ing been ascertained to amount to five thousand white 
male inhabitants, the territory was entitled, as a 
matter of right, to enter upon the second grade of ter- 
ritorial government under the provisions of the ordi- 
nance of 1787, and to a delegate in Congress. Meas* 
ures were therefore taken to organize a territorial 
government, and Jacob Bumnet, James Findlay, 
Harvy Vanderberg, Robert Oliver, and David Vance, 
were appointed by the President to be members of a 
legislative council. They were selected from amongst 
a list of ten persons that had previously been 
chosen and sent to the President by the first general 
assembly of the territory elected in pursuance of the 
proclamation by Governor St- Clair. 

This first legislative assembly of the north- 
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western territory, assembled at Cincinnati on the 16th 
day of September, 1799. Of the character of the 
members who composed it, and of the considerations 
which controlled the people in electing them, it has 
been said by one whose position and ability gaye him 
the means of judging more correctly than any other 
man in the territory,* that in choosing members 
of the territorial legislature, the people in almost ev- 
ery instance selected the strongest and best men in 
their respective counties. Party influence was scarcely 
felt, and it may be said with confidence, that no legis- 
lature has been chosen under the State government, 
which contained a larger proportion of aged and intel- 
ligent men than were found in that body. Many of 
them, it is true, were unacquainted with the forms and 
practical duties of legislation, but they were strong 
minded, sensible men, acquainted with the wants and 
condition of the country, and could form correct 
opinions of the operation of any measure for their 
consideration. 

Upon this legislature devolved the duty of elect- 
ing a delegate to represent the territory in Congress. 
This subject had excited much attention from the mo- 
ment the proclamation of the Governor ordering an 
election had been published. But before the legis- 
lature met, public opinion had settled down on William 
Henry Harrison, and Arthur St. Clair, jr., a son of 
Governor St. Clair, who were the only candidates for 
the office. On the 8rd of October the two branches 
* Jndgt jMob Bnnuiei of CindnnaAL— J^nrMf « JVWm. 
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met in convention for the purpose of proceeding to an 
election, and Harrison was elected on the first ballot 
by a vote of twelve to ten. On being famished with 
a certificate of his election, he resigned the office of 
secretary of the territory, and proceeded to Phila- ' 
delphia, where Congress was then in session. 

He at once took his seat and entered actively npon 
the discharge of the duties of his position. He did 
not retain it but a single session, however, but he 
succeeded in that brief period in securing several 
important advantages for his constituents. Amongst 
other beneficent measures of legislation which he 
induced Congress to adopt for their benefit, was a 
law authorizing the surveys of the public lands to be 
subdivided, and requiring them to be ofiered for sale 
in small lots. This important act he succeeded in 
getting through both branches of Congress in spite of 
the most determined opposition of interested specula- 
tors, who had till then monopolized the whole business 
of selling lands to the poorer class of settlers, at their 
own exorbitant prices. This act was hailed as the 
most beneficent measure that Congress had ever adopt- 
ed for the benefit of the people of the West. It put 
it in the power of every industrious man, however 
poor he might be, to become a freeholder, — ^to culti- 
vate his own domain and lay a foundation for the 
support and future comfort of his family.* To this 
single act, more than to any other one measure, is to 
be attributed the wonderfully rapid growth and un- 
* Bamet'B Notes. 

6* 
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precedented improyement and prosperity of the West. 
By putting in the power of every man to become an 
independent land owner, it started such a tide of 
emigration westward as the world never before 
witnessed. 

Another act of great importance to the western 
settler was a liberal extension of the time of payment 
in behalf of those persons who had procured pre- 
emption rights to lands they had previously bought of 
Judge Symmes, lying beyond the limits of hispatent, 
and for which it was not in his power to make their 
titles. The effect of this indulgence to the class of 
settlers for whose relief the act was passed, enabled 
them to secure undisputed titles to their farms, and 
ultimately to become wealthy men and enterprising 
and useful citizens. 

Soon after the adoption of these salutary mea- 
sures, Mr. Harrison addressed a circular to the people 
of the territory, setting forth the result of his labors 
in their behalf. In this circular he states, that 
amongst the variety of subjects that engaged his at- 
tention, none appeared to him of so much importance 
as the adoption of a system for the sale of public 
lands, which would give more favorable terms to that 
class of purchasers who are likely to become actual 
settlers, than was offered by the existing laws upon 
that subject. Conformably to this idea, he procured 
the passage of a resolution, at an early period, for 
the appointment of a committee to take the matter 
into consideration, and shortly after reported a bill 
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eontaming tems for the pnrcbaser as fayorable as 
oonld have been expected. This bill was adopted by 
llie House irithoat any material alteration; bat in 
the Senate, amendments were introdoced, obliging the 
purchaser to pay interest on. the money for which a 
credit was given, from the date of the purchase, and 
directing that one-half of the land (instead of the 
whole, as was provided by the bill from the Honse 
of Representatiyes) should be sold in half sections of 
three hundred and twenty acres, and the other half 
in whole sections of six hundred and forty acres. All 
his efforts, aided by some of the ablest members of 
the lower House, at a conference for that purpose, 
were not sufficient to induce the Senate to recede 
from their amendments. But still he felt that there 
was great cause of congratulation to the people of 
the territory, as the bill still contained as favorable 
terms as could be procured. The law, he said, prom- 
ised to be the foundation of a great increase to the 
population and wealth of the country, an anticipation 
that has been realized far beyond what he could have 
foreseen. 

' Though the minimum price of lands was still fixed 
at two dollars, the time for making payments was so 
extended as to put it in the power of every industri- 
ous man to comply with them, it being only necessary 
to pay one-fourth of the money in hand, and the bal- 
ance at the end of two, three, and four years. The 
odious circumstance of forfeiture which was made the 
penalty of failing in the payments under the old law 
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was atflo entirely abolished, and the purchaser allowed 
one jear, after the last payment should become due, 
to collect the money. If the land should not then be 
paid for, the balance of the money, after reimburs- 
ing the goremmenty was to be returned to the pur- 
chaser. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

It -was during this seesion of Congrese, that the 
North-weBtem Territory, then represented by Hani- 
Bon, was divided, and the new Territory of Indiana 
established. Not long after the passage of the Act 
creating this territory, Mr. Harrison was appointed 
its first governor and superintendent of Indian afiairs, 
by President Adams, and immediately thereupon re- 
signed his seat in Congress, with the view of entering 
upon the duties of the office. The region embraced 
within the new territory included what now constitutes 
the States of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
and Iowa. All this vast region, now inhabited by a 
hardy, enterprising population of two millions and a 
half of people, contained at that time, a short half 
century ago, only a population of five thousand souls, 
thinly scattered through the vast wilderness of the 
territory, with only three white settlements of any 
note within its boundaries. One of these was Yin- 
cennes, the seat of govemment, a beautiful town situ- 
ated on the Wabash, and originally settled by the 
French. The second was known as Clark's Ghrant, at 
the falls of the Ohio, nearly opposite Louisville ; and 
the othery a French settlement on the Mississippi, not 
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far from St Lonisy and more than two hmstdred miles 
from the seat of government. 

The whole territory was inhabited by warlike tribea 
of Indianfl, and the whole country overran by their 
hnnting-partieB. It can at once be imagined how dan- 
geroos and difiGiciilt was tbe ^ty of keeping open a com* 
mnnication between these distant settlements. Notwith- 
«tandjAg the treaty of Greenville) these various tribes 
l?^abed all their restless hostility towards the United 
States. Their natural hatred, too, was constantly 
stimulated by unscrupulous British agents^ who con- 
stantly misrepresented the policy of the American 
government, and by presents of liquor and merdian- 
dise, femented their passions, and excited them to re- 
sist the farther progress of the white settlers to the 
North-west, Frequent robberies and other outrages 
were o^mimitted, and sometimes whole fkmilies were 
murdered, and their cabins burnt to the ground. These 
outrages produced retaliations, and the consequence 
was greatly to increase the deadly hatred that eziited 
between the Indians and Americans. 

It was under these circumstances that Harrison was 
appointed Gor^nor of Indiana Territory. Few site- 
ations could be nuNre encouraging, mr surrounded 
wilh more incidents less embaarassing, than those he 
was to encounter in the administration of its govern- 
ment. With such difficulties, as have been enumer- 
ated, to be encountered at the outset of his admini- 
stration, it was no less a matter of duty thui of neces- 
6ity> that he should be clothed with the amplest ind^ 
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pendent powers. Underatandiikg Ibis, he was inrested 
by the President with civil as wdl as military powers 
of the most important nature. Amongst the powers 
conferred upon him, were those Jointly with the judges, 
of the legislatiye functions of the territory, ^e ap- 
pointment of aU the civil officers within the territory, 
and all the military officers of a grade inferior in rank 
to that of general, commander-in-ehief of the militia, 
— ^the absolute and uncontrolled power of pardoning 
all offenses, — sole commissioner of treaties with the 
Indians, with unlimited powers, and the power of 
confirming, at his option, aU grants of landsb 

These, it will be achnitted, were dangerous pow- 
ers to place in the hands of one man, and nothing 
would have justified the government in placing the 
lives, Uberty, and property of the people of the ter- 
titotj almost literally, at the disposal of Governor 
Harrison, but an overruling necessity created by the 
peculiar condition of the territory, and the undoubt- 
ing confidence with which his well-tried virtue and 
inflexible integrity had inspired all minds. It will 
be seen that the people had no voice whatever in the 
management of their affairs, and that their interests 
of every kind were at his disposal. 

The able, faithful, and impartial discharge of such 
absolute, delicate, and responsible duties as Harrison 
was clothed with, it is obvious, required a rare com- 
bination of moral and intellectual qualities. Yet, del- 
icate and responsible as they were, and as independ- 
ent as he wasy not only of the people, but even of 
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the goyemment, the high honor belongs to lum of 
never having abased his great power by trampling on 
the rights of the people, or consulting his own inter- 
ests at the expense of the public good. Though he 
held this office sixteen years, haying been twice reap- 
pointed by Jefferson, and once by Madison, no con- 
sideration of private gain or of personal ambition 
ever severed him from the straight line of his duty, 
and no charge either of tyranny or corruption rests 
upon his memory. The legislative council and House 
of Representatives of the territory, the officers of 
the militia, the citizens of St. Louis, when their con- 
nection with Indiana was about to cease, and other 
public and private bodies of the people, all bore the 
amplest testimony to his disinterested integrity and 
patriotic devotion to the welfare of the territory. 

The liberal and enlightened policy he pursued 
daring his administration of the affairs of the terri- 
tory contributed largely to the rapid settlement and 
great improvement which commenced with his ap- 
pointment, and which have continued with each in- 
creasing year to the present time, and which bid fair 
to increase still more rapidly for many years to come. 
The moderation, good sense, and disinterestedness with 
which he exercised his almost unlimited powers won 
for him the friendship and esteem of the whole peo- 
ple. In the management of the Indian affairs of the 
territory he was equally straightforward and upright, 
and received the warm approval of government for 
the promptness, energy, and fidelity with which he 
discharged its duties. 
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A leading and most important object with Governor 
Harrison was the conciliation of the warlike tribes 
of the territory. By his intimate acquaintance with 
the Indian character, his undaunted firmness, and 
the reputation he had established amongst them by 
his justice and impartiality, as by his uniform kind- 
ness of manner and considerate forbearance, he had 
inspired their confidence and respect. He was, 
therefore, better qualified to accomplish this purpose 
successfully than almost any other man in the Union. 
Owing to the unremitting efforts of British minions, 
however, he did not entirely succeed in allaying the 
suspicions and jealousies that these agents so con- 
stantly stimulated, though his influence was suffi- 
ciently strong oyer them to prevent any open out- 
break until 1811. 

In 1805, it being ascertained that the territory 
contained a sufficient population, it was advanced to 
the second grade of government, and a legislative 
council was selected by the President, and a House 
of Assembly chosen by the people. This measure, 
of course, deprived Governor Harrison of much of 
the power he had previously possessed, by transfer- 
ring it from him to the people ; but, democratic in 
hia principles and feelings, it melius hearty concur- 
rence and approbation. 

On the 80th of April, 1808, the negotiations that 

had been instituted with France, for the purchase of 

Louisiana, were brought to a termination, by which 

the immense region of country, known as the ter- 

7 
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ritory of Orleans, now the State of Louisiana, and 
the District of Louisiana, was ceded to the United 
States, in consideration of the sum of fifteen millions 
of dollars. In the following I>ecember, our govern- 
ment took possession of this vast region, and the 
boundaries of the aticient charters of the British 
government to her American colonies were thus real- 
ized. This large acquisition to our territorial pos- 
sessions greatly enlarged the jurisdiction of Governor 
Harrison, and the laborious duties and responsibilities 
of his position were correspondingly increased. 

In his first address to the territorial legislature, 
two years after the annexation of Louisiana, he took 
occasion to refer to l^at important measure at length. 
His message on this subject displayed so many unmis- 
takable evidences of statesmanship, and such striking 
indications that the important bearing of that mea- 
sure upon the future destiny of the country were fully 
understood by him, and contained withal so many 
noble and enlarged sentiments, that an extract from 
that part of it, referring particularly to this question, 
will be found of interest. 

<^ Upon a careful review of oar situation, it will 
be found that we have much cause of felicitation, 
whether it respects t>nr enjoyment or our future pros- 
pects. An enlightened and generous policy has for- 
ever removed all cause of contention with our west- 
em neighbors. The mighty river which separates us 
from the Lonisianians will never be stained with the 
blood of contending nations, but will be the bond of 
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OUT union, and will convey npon its bosom, in the 
course of many thousand miles, the produce of oar 
great and united empire. The astonished trayeler 
will behold upon either bank a people governed by 
the same laws, pursuing the same objects, and warmed 
by the same love of liberty and science. And if, in 
the immense distance, a small point should preeent 
itself where other laws and other manners prevail, 
the contrast it will afford will serve the useful purpose 
of demonstrating the great superiority of a repub- 
lican government, and how far the uncontrolled and 
unbiased industry of freemen excels the cautious and 
measured exertions of the subjects of despotic power. 

The acquisition of Louisiana will form an impor* 
tant epoch in the history of our country* It has se* 
cured the happiness of millions, who will bless the 
moment of their emancipation and the generous pol- 
icy which .has secured to them the rights of mea. 
Tons it has produced immediate and important ad- 
vantages. We are no longer apprehensive of waging 
an eternal war with the numerous and warlike tribes 
of aborigines that surround us, and perhaps being re- 
duced to the dreadful alternative of exterminating 
them from the earth. 

By cutting off their eommnniciitioii widi every 
foreign power, and forcing them to procure from our- 
selves the arms and ammunition and such of the Eu- 
ropean manufactures as habit has to them renderd 
necessary, we have not only secured their entire de- 
pendence, but tiie means of ameUomting their con- 
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ditton, and of devoting to some useful and beneficial 
purpose the ardor and energy of mind which are now 
devoted to war and destruction. The policy of the 
United States with regard to the savages within their 
territories forms a striking contrast with the conduct 
of other civilized nations. The measures of the lat- 
ter appear to have been well calculated for the effect 
which has produced the entire extirpation of the un- 
happy people whose country they have usurped. It is 
in the United States alone that safety and protection 
from every species of injury, and considerable sums of 
money have been appropriated, and agents employed, 
to humanize their minds, and instruct them in such 
arts of civilized life as they are capable of receiving. 
To provide a substitute for the chase, from which 
they derive their support, and which from the exten- 
sion of our settiements is daily becoming more pre- 
carious, has been considered a sacred duty. The hu- 
mane and benevolent intentions of the government, 
however, will forever be defeated, unless effectual 
measures be devised to prevent the sale of ardent 
spirits to those unfortunate people. The law which 
has been passed by Congress for that purpose has 
been found entirely ineffectual, because its operation 
has been construed to relate to the Indian country 
exclusively. In calling your attention to tiiis sub- 
ject, gentlemen, I am persuaded that it is unne- 
cessary to remind you that the article of compact 
makes it your duty to attend to it. The interest 
of your constituents, tiie interest of the miserable 
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Indians, and jonr own feelings, will urge yon to take 
it into jonr most serious consideration and provide 
the remedy which is to save thousands of our fellow- 
creatures. So destructive has been the progress of 
intemperance, that whole villages have been swept 
away. A miserable remnant is all that remains to 
mark the names and situation of many numerous and 
warlike tribes. 

In the energetic language of one of their orators, 
it is a dreadful conflagration which spreads misery 
and desolation through their country, and threatens 
the annihilation of the whole race. Is it then to be 
admitted as a political axiom that the neighborhood 
of a civilijsed nation is incompatible with the exist- 
ence of savages? Are the blessings of our repub- 
lican government only to be felt by ourselves 7 And 
are the natives of North America to experience the 
same fate with their brethren of the southern con- 
tinent? It is with you, gentlemen, to divert from 
these children of nature the fate that hangs over 
them. Kor can I consider that the time will be con- 
sidered misspent, which is devoted to an object which 
is so consistent with the spirit of Christianity, and 
with the principles of republicanistn. 

During this time, and for two or three years be- 
fore, events had been maturing with the various In- 
dian tribes of the North-west which produced results 
that were the ultimate cause of the war of 1811. 
This was the formation of a general league amongst 
them. It was not finally consummated, however, 
7* 
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until the following year. Various causes had trans- 
pired to keep up their irritation against the Amer- 
icans. The active agency of Britsh minions in pro- 
ducing this state of things has already been noticed. 
Other causes and other agents were still more pow- 
erful. Most prominent amongst the latter of these 
were the renowned Indian warrior and celebrated or- 
ator, Tecumthe, and his cunning and hypocritical 
brother Olliwachica, better known as the prophet. 
The genius of the one, and the prophetical character 
of the other, gave them almost an unlimited influence 
amongst the savage tribes, and drew around them 
large numbers of reckless followers. 

A confederacya mongst the tribes, along the whole 
frontier against the United States, had been repeat- 
edly attempted before, but never with success. By 
the wisdom and prudence of Governor Harrison, 
aided by the respect he had inspired amongst the 
savages by his courage and high character for justice 
and integrity, he had always succeeded in defeating 
it. But against the influence of a chief of Tecumthe's 
ability, tact, and daring, backed by the fanaticism 
which had been created by the prophet's incantations, 
he could not contend. Tecumthe was as wary and 
sagacious in council as he was bold and impetuous in 
war, and in the execution of his designs of whatever 
character. He possessed a capacity for commander 
of the very highest order. He was, besides, familiar 
with every cause of grievance of every tribe in the 
North-west — ^with all their passions and sympathies* 
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This knoTvlcdge he used, with the most consumTnate 
skill, to carry out his ambitious projects. Though his 
brother was remarkable for little else than his cun- 
ning, he proved a powerful auxiliary, by enlisting the 
superstition of the tribes which they wished to mould 
to their views. With the view of impressing upon 
them the sacred calling and character of the prophet, 
Tecumthe affected to treat him as a being of a supe- 
rior order. By this cunning artifice he succeeded in 
inspiring a reverence for him, which gave him an im- 
mense influence. 

One of the first acts of Tecumthe, after the union 
between the tribes was consummated, was to induce 
them to abstain from using the supplies furnished by 
the United States. As a necessary consequence of 
this refusal, illicit trading followed, frequently accom- 
panied with fraud, violence, and sometimes murder, 
and hostile incursions soon followed. This state of 
things continued until war finally commenced. The 
treaty of Fort Wayne, negotiated by Governor Har- 
rison in 1809, gave especial offense to the distinguished 
chief, it being considered a violation of the great 
principle of his confederacy, which was that the In- 
dian lands were the common property of all the tribes, 
and could not be sold without their unanimous consent. 
lie was absent when the treaty was ratified, and on his 
return not only indignantly refused to acknowledge it, 
but threatened to kill the chiefs who had signed it, de- 
claring his detefmination to prevent the lands, ceded to 
the United States by it, from being surveyed or settled. 
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On being apprised of this detennination, Governor 
Harrison sent a message to Tecomthe, informing him 
that any^claims he might have to the lands which had 
been ceded by the treaty of Port Wayne, were not 
affected by that treaty, and inviting him to visit Yin* 
cennes and exhibit his pretensions, and if they were 
fonnd to be valid, the lands' would be relinquished, or 
an ample compensation made for it. In accordance 
with this inritation he went to Yincennes, in the month 
of August 1810, attended by four hundred warriors, 
notwithstanding Harrison had restricted the number 
to thirty. The interview took place in front of the 
governor's house, when Tecumthe entered into a long 
and elaborate statement of his many supposed or real 
causes of grievance, and the grounds upon which he 
refused to acknowledge the validity of the treaty of 
Fort Wayne. He alleged that the Great Spirit had 
created this continent exclusively for the use of the 
Indians, — ^that the white man had no right to come 
here and take it from them, — ^that no part of it was 
given to any tribe, but that the whole was the common 
property of all the tribes, and that, therefore, any 
sale of lands, made without their unanimous consent, 
was not binding upon any. 

Grovernor Harrison's reply to this artful address 
was firm, and at the same time conciliatory and mod- 
erate. He stated that the Indians, like the white 
people, were divided into different tribes or nations, 
and that the Great Spirit never intended that they 
should form but one nation, or he would not have 
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tsnght them to speak different languages, and thus 
preclading them from understanding each other. He 
also informed them that, even if the ground taken hj 
Tecumthe was sound as a general principle, the Shaw- 
anoees, who emigrated from Georgia, could have no 
claimB to the land on the Wabash, which had been in- 
habited by the Miamies far beyond the memory of 
mftn. At this point of his address the governor took 
his seat, for the purpose of having what he had said 
interpreted to the different tribes present. No sooner 
had it been translated into Shawanoees, than Tecum 
the interrupted the interpreter by indignantly declar 
ing that the statement of the governor was all faUe l 
At the same time he gave the signal to his warriors, 
who immediately seized their weapons and sprang to 
their feet, ready to do the further bidding of their 
chief, whatever it might be. 

The occasion was one, it will readily be perceived, 
of the most imminent peril, and calling for the exer- 
cise of all the governor's coolness, courage, and pres- 
ence of mind. Oreat as the danger evidently was, 
Harrison proved equal to it, and remained as calm 
and self-possessed as though it was but an ordinary 
occurrence. Although he was ahnost wholly unat- 
tended in the midst of four hundred fierce and des- 
perate savages, fully armed and ready for any outrage, 
he at once rose from his seat and drew his sword, and 
boldly faced the threatened storm. A considerable 
number of the citizens of Yincennes were present, en- 
tirely unarmed, however, therefore compelled to remain 
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mere spectators of the exciting scene. But close at 
hand was a guard, composed of a sergeant and twelve 
men, who were promptly ordered to take a proper po- 
sition for sustaining the governor in whatever emerg- 
ency might arise. But Tecumthe thought it advisable 
not to carry matters to extremities. The undaunted 
bearing and unruffled self-possession of the man they 
had to deal with, brought Tecumthe to his senses, and 
made his savage train quail before his steady valor. 

The treacherous and wily chief thought to have 
taken the governor by surprise, and to have forced 
from him his own terms. But he soon discovered hia 
error, and the mistaken estimate he had made of Har- 
rison's character. Though taken by surprise, and 
entirely at the mercy of the foe, he remained unmoved 
and firm in his purpose, equally incapable of violence 
and fear. The moral influence of his conduct under 
the critical circumstances with which he was surround- 
ed, was at once perceptible upon the savages, and 
especially upon Tecumthe. He knew how to appre- 
ciate such true courage, and it at once subdued him. 
When Harrison saw that all immediate danger was 
passed, he told Tecumthe that he was a bad man, and 
that hd would have no further intercourse with him, 
and at once broke up the council, directing him to 
leave his camp and return to his home. 

Fearing that an attack might be made upon the 
town, as the savages greatly outnumbered its citizens, 
two companies of militia were brought in during the 
night, and a considerable number the following day. 
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But the next morning Tecumthe sent for the inter- 
preter, apologized for his bad faith, and requested that 
another conference might be granted him. The re- 
quest was complied with by the governor, but he took 
good care not again to trust himself to the mercy of 
the treacherous enemy. He therefore took with him 
a number of his friends well-armed, and had the troops 
at his command ready for action. Another conference 
was accordingly held the same day, at which Tecum- 
the explained the cause of his conduct at the previous 
meeting. He alleged that it had been pursued in ac- 
cordance with advice given him by white persons in- 
terested in getting up a war between the Indians and 
the United States, but that it was not his intention to 
offer any violence to Governor Harrison. 

In reply to his speech, the governor inquired if 
he had any other claim to the lands ceded to the 
United States by the treaty of Fort Wayne, than such 
as he had stated at their interview. He answered 
that he had not; but stated during the conference, 
that, if the lands in question were not relinquished to 
the Indians, it was his determination to wage a war 
against the United States, and that he would never 
bury the hatchet, or cease his efforts, until he had 
united all the tribes upon the continent into one grand 
confederacy, and compelled the pale faces to acknow- 
ledge their rights, and do justic^o the Indian race. 
The council here ended, and Tecumthe withdrew. 

As soon as the council of Vincennes was dissolved, 
and the ambitious and sagacious chief discovered 
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that he had nothing to hope from negotiation, he set 
about the great object of effecting his favorite object 
of a confederacy amongst all the Korth-American 
tribes. It was his policy to avoid hostility until this 
object should be accomplished, or the anticipated war 
between the United States and Great Britain should 
break out. The next year, in pursuance of tiiis plan, 
he visited the southern Indians, leaving his brother in 
charge of a party at Tippecanoe. In reference to 
these efforts, Governor Harrison thus referred in his 
message to the Territorial Legislature of Indiana, at 
its next session : 

^^ Presenting, as we do, a very extended frontier 
to numerous and warlike tribes of the aborigines, the 
state of our relations with them must always form an 
important and interesting feature in our local politics. 
It is with regret that I have to inform you, that the 
harmony and good understanding, which it is so muck 
our interest to cultivate with these our neighbors, 
have, for some time past, experienced a considerable 
interruption, and that we have indeed been threatened 
with hostilities by a combination, formed under the 
auspices of a bold adventurer, who pretends to act 
under the immediate inspiration of the Deity. His 
character as a prophet, however, would not have given 
him any very dangerous influence, if he had not been 
assisted by the intagues and advice of foreign agents 
and other disaffected persons, who have for years 
omitted no opportunity of counteracting the measures 
cS the government with regard to the Indians, and 
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filfing their naturally jealous mncb with suspicions of 
the justice and integrity of our views towards them. 

*^ The circumstance which was laid hold of to en- 
courage disaffection^ on a late occasion, was the treaty 
made by me at Fort Wayne, in the autumn of the last 
year. Amongst the difficulties which were to be en- 
countered to obtain those extinguishments of title, 
which have proTcd so beneficial to the treasury of the 
United States, and so necessary as the means of in*' 
creasing the population of the territory, the most' 
formidable was that of ascertaining the tribes which 
were to be admitted as parties to the treaties. ^ The 
object was accordingly discussed in a long correspond* 
eiiee between the goyemment and myself, and the' 
principles which we finally adopted were made as lib* 
eral towards the Indians as a due regard for the in*' 
terests of the United States would permit. Of the' 
tribes which had formed the confederacy in the war 
which terminated by the peace of (Greenville, some 
were residents upon the lands which were in possession ^ 
of their forefathers at the time that the first settlements' 
were made in America by white people, whilst others' 
Were emigrants from different parts of the country,' 
and had no other claim to the tract they occupied,^' 
than what a few years' residence, by the tacit conseiii^ 
of the real owners, could give. Upon common and' 
general principles, the transfer of the title of the 
former description would have been sufficient to vest 
in the purchaser the legal right to lands so situated. , 
But in an its transactions with tiie IndiaiiB, our gov-' 
8 
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emmeBi hm not been cmitemt irith doing tliAt iA5A 
ma jail only. lU wvige iiei|^bor» have on all oo- 
oMIond eiq^erieneed it» liberality and beneyolence. 
Upon tlMA prineii>Ie, ii^ aeyeral of the treaties which 
haye be^n candiided, m^yeral tribes hare been admitted 
to a participajdoii of their benefits, who had no title to 
the land oededf merely beoanse they had been aooos* 
tgp^ to hunt npoii, and deriye part of their snpport 
frqm them. I!or this resaon, and to preyent the Mi*^ 
amies, who were the real owners of the land, from exr 
periencing any ill electa from their .resentment, die 
D^waree* PotowiktaQu^ and Kickapoos, were mad# 
PfKT^^ to the . li^te treaty at. Sort Wayne. No other 
tri^ i^pf ^^ttfod, beoMfo it neyer had. been ing- 
gj!^^d that aoyoi^her coold plead eyen.the title toipe 
or of^pfinej of t|ie lands, which at that time, were 
cfinf^ed t9 t)ie Tinted: States^ 

'^It was not^ ivatil eight months afker tike eond»r 
s|iUDi^ of the treaty, a|id after his des^ of forming a 
^mhination. against the United. States had been dis-r 
CjDor^ed.and ddS^ted, that the pretensioins of.the pro- 
^t, in regard to the lai^, in qnestion, were mads 
kill^own. A. f^ooe clamor was then raised by the for- 
ejg^^agepts apong i^ and other disalEeeted personei 
M^^i^t the. policy which . hf4 exelnded firon^ the treal^ 
i^. {^eat and inflvential character, as he is termed^ 
9g^^ t^ doing so expteesly attributed to the pemmal 
i^-^ on tlie part of the negotiator. No snch ill-will 
cU^^ipfi|^ exist, I aocnse myself, indeed, of an error 
^*^:i{V!^9'^^^ ^^ iii£port wUfih I affmpded him on 
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1^ Ihtt arrifil OD tfe Wdbnl^ b6«ore Us liMtm^ fo 
the Usiled Statai kad been ikvdq>6cL But m no 
prinopk of projprieij or JK>H<7 ooald ho Imyo been 
BMide A.p«^. to the tTBftlj. Hie pononi^ oaUed 
die prophet, is not a chief of the tribe to whidi he 
betongs, bat an onteaet from it, rqected and hated by 
the leal ehiefr^'the principal of whom was present at 
the treaty, and not only disckimed on the part of his 
tribe any title to the lands ceded, bnt used his per- 
sonal inflnence with the chiefs of other tribes to eflfoet 
the cession. 

^ As Boon as I was informed that his dissatis&e- 
tion of the treaty was assigned as the canse of the 
hostOe attitude which the prophet had assumed, I sent 
to inform him, that whaterer claims he might hsTe to 
tiie Irnds which had been purchased for the United 
States, were not in the least alFected by the purchase; 
that he might come forward and exhibit his preten- 
nous, and if they were really fonnd to be just or equi- 
table, the lands wonld be restored, or an ample 
eqviyal^it giyen for thenu His brodier was deputed 
and sent to me for that pupose; bat &r from being 
able to show any color of claim, either for himseU^ 
er any of his followers, his objections to the treaty 
were confined to the assertion, that all the lands 
wpon the continent were the common property of 
all the tribes, and that no sale of any part of it 
eoold be valid without the consent of all. A propo- 
sition so extremely absurd, and which would foreyer 
prevent any further purchase of lands by the United 



9^^ TBM un Of 



Stated, eoold reoeive no coantenanoe from any friend 
of his country. He had, howeTor, the inaolenoe to 
deelarey that by the acknowledgment of that prin- 
ciple alone conld the eieots of his reeentment be 
ayoided."' 
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CHAPTER V. 

BvTy ihougli Tecmntlie was only sneeeBsfiil to a 
limited extent in bis mission amongst the southern 
Indian tribes, he relaxed none of his eflfbrts to organ- 
ise his plans for prosecuting a war against the United 
States, nor abated any of his deep-rooted enmity 
against the white ^intmders/' Early in the year 
1811, matt^is had assumed so serious an aspect, that 
it was foreseen that the cloud of war, which had daik- 
ened the western frontier, must shortly burst, and in- 
▼oItc the country once more in all the horrors of this 
most direftd curse to frontier-settlers. The hostile 
intentions and the fierce hatred of the Indians, whidi 
had been so long and so industriously 4:ept alive and 
stimulated by British spies and agents, began to as- 
sume so bold and threatening an aspect, that Oovemor 
Harrison saw the necessity of making prompt and ef- 
fident preparations for the emergency. He therefore 
applied to President Monroe for authority to prepare 
for ike m>proaching contest In accordance with this 
request an armed force, consisting of Ohio, Kentucky, 
and Indiana militia, was immediately fiunished him^ 
but with the strictest orders not to resort to hostifi- 
ties of any kind whatsoever, and to any degree, not 
]ndiq)en8ably necessary. 
8* 



His situation was now of tbe most delicate and 
embarrassing character. Although immished with 
means of defense, it was crippled with such rigid con* 
ditioDS as seemed to leave him but little discretion. 
Under these tryhig tBreoniftances he consulted with 
Goyemor Howard, of Missouri, and Ooyemor Ed- 
wards, of DliBoisy who ^viaed him to broak 9p the 
fffis]>het's town, where the Indians had already begun 
to assemble in lai^ force. Theee ontragee had be- 
eonie so frequent, in consequence of the impunity with 
which they had been Buffnred to carry on their depre* 
4ationif, thftt flmy longer forbearance would have been 
lelt to be criminal indifftoenoe to the safety of the 
#Blllers. Smrmountiiig every diSculty, he prqfMured 
to Mffte M blow that, if euecessful, would effeetaatty 
eiteh the savage confederation^ and put an end to all 
feiher 4pprehmsietti firom them. When it had be- 
Mae known that fen attedc upon the prophet'e town 
was jreselved ^pon, a large number of gentlemen frcift 
Kentud^ Vokmteered their s^ryices to Qov^moir Hiu^ 
risen, aniongst whom whcM the gallant JosefA H. 
Daviess, an emment lawyer of great military mnbition ; 
Miai(H>Getteral Samuel Write, who had ahneady 'tislill- 
guished himtolf in Indian wan; Colonel Owen, also 
n distinguished officer in diose wars ; Colonel Keigcr, 
and Messrs. Croghan, O'Fallan, and others, who after- 
wards distingniahed thMsselves in tht war with Cl^eat 
Britab, as well as at the battk of T^ipecancte. Uie 
governor's army wto thus incr ea s e d to about nilie 
himdred effective men, consiating of reg^ar troops 
and volunteer militia. 



Ibilnjbg ecniq^Ietea i*n l£&i arringeniehtty l&e com- 
ittenced his march up ihe Wabash, with the best dis- 
eiplined foi^ that had ever been brought into the 
Held iq^^^iMlt the Indians, towards «he last of Bepteni- 
ber 1811. Aetiiig under thid express orders of iho 
P^reaident, to present a last oppcMnluly td the Indiaaa 
for a reeondfiation^ before s^^tnalfy connnenmng hoe* 
tiKties^ Goternor Harrison came to a halt at Fort 
HarruQli, "^nOSk the lindts of the United States, for 
the piirpdse of attemptbig to ihdnee the prophet to 
deliver iasp the MturdeMril, who had tskeb refege 
amongst his inen, and to deliteir inp die many horses 
^aia% hid been fttoWn friOte tke White M^^ Bit 

Ide meise^gi^ w^lre Heated with igoiitempt ; and (Sf- 
ery propositi<(n 'mlMte V> hitii was rejected) s^ to pat 
aa end to afl hopes of Ideoiimiodatioii, an attack was 
inade tipon the Ameiieiftns, their sentineb fired npoft^ 
aiid <me of them i^yeiwljr woimded. Fiikding it bikt 
lost tiu^ dkerefot^, to hold any fnrt^r inter^Morse 
with the prophet^ l^e determined to march npon tiie 
prophet's towii as 'sooin iw his army, which had sntrered 
sevarsly from the nse of tretk food, was in a oonditioii 
for active senrice. On th^ 28th of October, Gotemitr 
Harrison kft Fort Harrison for the be*d-qtBuuriera of 
the prophet and his anfty. 

Well skilled in the peenHar niode of Indian war- 
tee, and profiting by his own early eiqpertenee and 
tile example of <lener*l Wayne, his march throng 
the wad region to I^pecanoe was oondneted with $o 
mneh skill and eaniioi^ dial he avoided 4U danger of 
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.aa «mbiiflcade or soiprifle from the eMmjy and <Ri iiie 
6th of November arriyed withia six miles of the pro* 
phet'B town in perfaet safety* la aocordanoe with 

.the instmctioiis ot the Presideat, (jovemor Harrison 
immediately sent a flag of tmoe to the prophet, to oi- 
deavor onee more to open an ample negotiation with 
the hostile Indians. A paoifiCi bat deoeitfnl, i^^J ^^^^ 
returned to this oyertore, professing the most friendly 
intentbns, and agreeing to meet the goy^mor the next 
day in eoonoil with his ehiefr, with the view to settle 
definitely the terms of peaoe. Harrison knew too well 
the treacherous eharaoter of his artful antagonist, to 
allow himself to be deeei^^ by his fiiendly professions^ 
ix InUe^ into any fimaed seoari^* He carefiaUy eo* 

. looted the most eligible.and defeasible position for Im 

. encampment, and posted hia troops in a hollow sqoaiie, 
with his cayalry drawn up in rear of the front line. 
His men were ordered to lie on their arms all night, 
th^ they mig^t be in readiness at a moment's warn- 
ing for any sadden attack that might be made diiring 
the night. He also sorroanded his entire camp lAA. 
a chain of sentinels, placed at such a distance as to 
give timely notice of the ^>proach of the enony, and 
the officers were required to sleep with their clothes 
on, and their arms by their sides. The goyem<Nr him- 

. self, too, was ready to mount his horse at any moment. 

.AH these careful preparations to guard against a sur- 
prise were necessary, not only from th w well-known 
treacherous character, but from certain intimations 
Goyemor Harrison thon^t he discoyered in the i 
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eoDdaet ftud prooeedimgs of tke prophait. He 
felt confident from tkese indicatuMis tkat ui attaek 
woold be made npoa his €Bioampment before morning. 

Tbo order wae given the army, in ceee of a night 
attack, for eaeh oorpe to maintain its ground at all 
kaiBrde witil relieved* The dragoone were direoted, 
m waA a oaee, to pwade dianounted with their 
Bwoidfl en and their pistols in their belts, and thns to 
watt for arders* The gnard foe the night consisted 
cf two eempaiiiee of forty-two men and fonr noft- 
eomniissioiied effieers^ each nnder the command of -a 
field ofioer* 

The two. colnmns of m&ntry ooeopied the front 
and rear of the positioii he had diosen, at the dis- 
tance of about <me hundred and fifij yards from 
eaeh other m the lefifc> and something more dian half 
Aat distance on the r^ht flank« These flanks were 
filled np, the first by two companies of mpnnted rifle- 
umk, amonntiii^ to about one hundred and twenty men» 
under the nemmand of Mioor4^eral WellSy of the 
Kentucky militia^ who served as a major; the other 
by Spenoev's company of mounted nflemeui which 
«m<9uted to eighty men. The front line was eom- 
posed of one battalion of United States infaniaryy un» 
der fhe command of .Major Floyd, flanked on the 
right by two companies of militia, and on the left by 
one company. The rear, line was composed of one 
battalion of United Stat^ troops,, under the com- 
mand of C^^tain Bao:!, acting as major, and four 
companies of militia infantry^ under Lieutenant-Col" 
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onel Dedttr. The regtihr troops of tbo lino joined 
iiie moonled riflemeii, tinder Oenerel WeHe, on tbe 
left fehk, and Golonel D<Miker^ii t>iitlsalicii femied 
^Wan. opencer fl wxaifitjky on t«(e leftk 

Two frodpe of dngodto, iunottntuQg in the agi^ 
gate to £Aj men, irere ^leamped in the ifear of the 
left ianic, imd Capttu^ Paiker^s tr60p,wldoli mm 
harget .tten Oo diher Mro^ & the Teafir of the front 
fine. The order of encampment vicried hnt litlle 
Vtdm the fthoT^ JfeMihifd, exdept Hiion eeoie ^>eeii- 
liiritjrofHM^^i^fAiMttM^ Forai^t 

attack the ordmr of encampment was the ord^ of 
hiita^ ^ tocli isAh Aifpt liniaiidiatdly oppomte his 
petot & the Shb; !bi A% fiMditloii ol hSs triop^ 
€bTemor .SEbitbon teied * Inigi^ linl^ oir irhi^ is 
teuOT 'Siattilk fie, Weatise ni SttdiaA e'anwrOy nhsco 
13i«ire!iiii6idu»ch to iiMit, )62^[ifertte0^ 
one thiA h ntert jr ^ lAdebt as t^ and in thitt 
land of HftsMte tho ektetttfon of Un^ ii <tf the ntmoife 
imp<MUiee. Baw th>opii ahM» manttOTre with mneh 
moi^ laeifitjr m smgfo thin in donl^ rsnki. la the 
etehii^^ he assembled all his Md dffiesifS) aafd gtTo 
them Ae irstdiirord dmd iMtt instmolioni fer the 
nght; 

Oh iho morning i^ the 7th of NoiMibsr^ Oon 
amor EEarlriloB had risen at a qnanelr hdiar^ fbmr 
i6'clod^ with lim intisntion of ordering out thiB men, 
and die signal fdr that porpose was on tiie pdint of 
being giYOh. TheoxdMy drammer hadahrM<fyliieea 
rbiised tw Ihte imiuSiiu The lilotnilkg ^m diarl^ hi 



WILLEitl mitMrlULMjasoK. M 

€loiidB« After fb«r o'cloek) Ckifi«r4l WeHi^ <MiiMiel 
Owm^ «Mi €(AtaeI Da ^ te a s lttd M niM ud Joiitod 
the fgormiorj Iviieafthe 'ftreMlieifMs fbe, notiritkitaflid- 
mg their e^^ldi^^ to «Mit thebfe id eomnea Ae 
next HKlftiH^, fiMrlSi^ p4tf|N«e^ HMntog 'totemm «f 
|>eMe, had erept «|> sd ^near tto AmerleMi linM ma 
to he^ the iC^nfrlee dM^HiMiged wheft ntterel It 
irrni tftfufr a iiW iii^ td rtrti tqpoii 'Aett i»d k91 Uma 
heSom Hn^ ee«M ihre. Btft ^[M«e ef Ae «e«itrieB db- 
eoTc^refl te Lidbtt dree^^liig t^Hftrdi klft in ihe ghM, 
«Bd ftM i^ta %fai« TIrift 1WM itaiMfiflliilf Ibllofr^d 
hj die itiffil^ INrinvhaop^ <Md % jteapcwm e «MMk 
«^ die left i>f Ihe Aib^Imuq Mifie^* B«t a nngile 
gimifM ftpidfl b^^Mi^liie edHOtiel orgvutf ia the 
ffitvdKen <>r the ^ftedi. Hiey Uficfo not the lea«t re- 
ristAne^ Mt aiNttdobed ih^ efliiMNi wd lied iM> 
Hie canp hi die urild^it eeilorfm^ and the ftrrt istf. 
iteticfii triito treofft ef Ihtt §mA hM at iim mthwh 
ITM fitm thi» y«l]s^the4Hr*«ge8ii4thi]i»«h0rtd{i* 
tanoe ef tbft kne. Btft dfMjgh thus takM hy mn 
^tne, dl»o«^ tie hid i«nid«et of ^ aeiittieb aiM 
guard, diey prompily rallied and hehawd nM the 
moiit dhrtingnlriied gaHantfy. Many of them were 
Mi yel aimke^ bnt npon Use tM alarin they «riced 
tMk iMne and took A^ t^e^m^ Th/eu ikn ^inm 
nore tairdy teet ted eontended irith dia toemy in dNe 
doora ef ih^ tentt. Tha wiofA firat Ml tapdn Ov^ 
tain Bartbin'^e eompany of the fourth United 8t«tM 
a lleAfM'k tt6t«ry of the Uxk IhSt. 
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regimeat; aad Oapiaih Geiger's company of mounted 
riflemen, which fonned the left angle of the re«r line. 
The fire npon these oompaaiea was moat galling and 
deatmctiye, and they suffered seTorely before relief 
eonld be brought to lliem. Some few Indians passed 
into the encampment near the angle, and one or two 
even penetrated some distance before they w^re killed* 

AH the other companies were under arms and 
formed in line before the attack was commenced up<m 
them. The camp fires, which afforded a partial light 
. in the darkness of the morning, for the Indians to 
take a sore aim, and which was dierefore more ad- 
yantageons to them tiian to the American army, were 
at once ezttngnished. Under all these diseonraging 
eircomstances, so well calcnlated to produce a panic 
eren amongst yeteran soldiers, the goyemor's troops, 
although nineteen^iwentieth^ of diem had neyer be- 
fore been in an action, exhibited the utmost coolneas 
and brayery, aaid fought with a gallantry that enti- 
tled than to the highest honor. They took their 
places, too, witii less noise and confusion than might 
haye been expected from yeteran troops in simflar 
circumstances. 

As soon as Goyemor Harrison eould mount his 
horse, he rode to the angle where the attack com* 
menced, and found that Captain Barton's company 
had suffered seyerely, and that Captain Ckiger*s was 
entirely broken. % He immediately ordered Captain 
Cook's company, and the late Captain Wentworth's, un- 
der Lieutenant Peters, to be brought up from the cen- 
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ire ai die rear line, where the ground was miieh more 
defensible, and formed across the angle in support of 
Barton's and Geiger's companies. He then discoT^ 
ered that a heavy fire was kept np on the left of the 
front line, where a small company of United States 
riSemen, armed however with mn^ets, were sta- 
tioned, and also the companies of Captains Baen, Snel- 
ling, and PreScott, of the fourth regiment Colonel 
Daviess immediately fbrmed the dragocms in the rear 
of these companies. Understanding that the heav- 
iest part of die fire proceeded firom a small thicket, 
fifteen or twenty rods in front of them, Harrison 
directed him to didodge them with a part of his 
dragoons. Unfortonately die order was not <fistinctly 
heard by his men, and bnt few of them accompanied 
him in die charge, amongst w&om were Messrs. Mead 
and Sanders, who afterwards rendered signal service 
in die army of the United States. This enabled the 
enemy to avoid him in front and attack his flanks. 
The charge, dierefore, though executed with great 
gallantry, was entirely unsuccessful, and the brave 
Oolond Daviess, as diivalrous an officer as ever drew 
a sword in his country's defence, fell mortally wounded. 
The Indians, however, were immediately dislodged 
fitm thenr advantageous position by Captain Snel* 
ling, at the head of his company. 

In die course of a few minutes after the com* 

mencement of die attack, the fire e^^nded along the 

left flank, the whole of the front, the right flank, and 

pari of the rear line. Upon Spencer's mounted rUe- 

9 



99* TBI xjra Of 



mMi, apd the right of Ciqptaiii Wanriek's, the U^tor 
of which was poited on the right of the rear Um^ tke 
fire nae cfxoewifdy BOTere, Captain Spei^eer and his. 
first and eeoond Ueatep^t were killed, and Qaptain 
Warwick wafl;niQftaUj wounded* Their compfinieey 
however, ftiU brayely mftintaiaed tlmr. pMtSy. b«t 
Captain Spapioer'a Coi^pany had.aaffered ep secverelyy 
and having* oi^nally too much growid tq occupy, 
was re^ifonced with QHJtaip Rc^'a ooqpaiiy^ of rir 
flemen. This cong)any«had bfen. dllfen from their 
pcaition, or ordered friuait. by uptake.. They fo«|^t 
bfrnvelyv how#yer, ^irk^ th^whfda adioot and eqpe^ 
cialiyaAeTrthey had hfim ordered to the mqpport of 
l^flnoer's cfivipaiqr, hi^?i|^ a^vietfife^. omqh kiUed in 
the battle. 

^e ff^\ obj<BMit; of, Governor. Harrison was to 
kfep tlM l^Mfk mi^ a^dr ni^roken, insider to pie* 
vent th»:epi#piy;from;.pf?Mitraljpginto the cawip until 
dayi%{ht, when a general and more efEootnal charge 
oeidd bej i^ade* With . thisi view, he had reinfinroed! 
every paip^ot th6.1jmie:a^.fiwA aa it had become- weak^ 
ened, a^ aa. B|»pn aa the i^pfirom^h of momu^-was 
discc^Eepped, CnHti^ SnelUngfs cei^Miqrf Ci^Mta«n Po- 
scy's, nnder Lieatenant Albright's, and Ciq^tauif 
Soott's, wenre withdrawn from thefroojt Um, and Cap»* 
tain Wilson's from th^-rear linc^, and diawn np. upon 
the left 4!ink; and a^ the same time Captain Cock's 
and Captaffl BcjeOja, oewppeni^ the forpner fro» tho 
rear, and. the latter from the frqit line, werfi ordfred. 
to reinfoiesi the. right fia^k^.the gofW^w^^ Jwy e^ pM ^: 
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iliat all tbe enemy would make thar last elTariA* 
General Wella^ whp commanded oa tbe left flaok^ not 
knowii^s the iiitentionB of the gOTomor preoiselj, had 
taken command of theea companiel^ and witk the aid 
of some monnted dragooasy commanded bj Captain 
Tark, and charjgedttie enei^j before the gOTemor had 
completed hie ajnanganenta &r the attack. Bat the 
eharge was entirelj sucoeeefid, how^Ter^ and the In^. 
dians were dmm bj him and the infanti^, at the 
point of the bayonet a^ fcirped bj thf diagpoos into, 
a marah, wliere they coold npt.be followed* 

Captain Cook and Ifientenan^ Ita re hye had^ in^tha*- 
meantime^ a^pieeablj; to thc^ goTwior's mrd^rs, marched: 
their companicck to. ^ ijghit flank, ai^l formed them, 
under the fire of the enemy. Being then joined by 
the riflemen of tha^ flank, they had ehsxged 1^? In- 
dians, killed a nnmber^ andpii^ the. rent to a. pfe<^*. 
lute fli^|t» The. decisiTe. sopeess of this. chaigf,.i^ 
the oTerwhehning defeat of the enemy at this, pQJnt,^ 
tenninatod the battle, aoA fisye th^ yiotory to ^ 
Americen, snoa* 

The whole of the. infantry was nnder the c<mmiand. 
of CoJenel Boyd, who acted, as BriSMlier*^Gfliieral9 
dmrmg the eii^;sg|0ment,aad formed a small brigade* 
Throni^OQt the action he manifeeted.eqval seal and. 
bvaTery.in carqrii^ into epncation the orders of Go¥^ 
emor Harzison, i3ak.ke^png the men at their posts and 
itimnlating their conragie and ezertioiis^ His brigade, 
Majoir Clark, apdihis aid-de-camp, Cr«^^ian, also ren» 
dered vpteaUe sarrice by their coobess aipd conraga 
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daring the battle. The condact of Colonel Joseph Bar- 
tholomew, a brave officer, who commanded the militia 
infantry, under General Boyd — ^,Major G. R. C. Floyd, 
the senior of the fourth United States regiment who 
commanded the battalion of that regiment, — ^Colonel 
Decker, who commanded on the right of the rear Hne, 
and Majors-General Wells of tiie fourth division of 
Kentucky miKtia, — all likewise received the highest 
praise from the commander-iu'^shief for their gaHant 
conduct and good services. Indeed, every officer of 
the army, as well as the rank and file, discharged 
their whole duty like brave men and true soldiers. 
Several of the militia companies acted with the steady 
courage and firmness of veteran troops. 

Amongst the killed, the brave and accomplished 
Oolonel Joseph H. Daviess, of Kentucky, has already 
been mentioned, as have also' Captains Spencer and 
Warwidc, and Lieutenants McMahon and Berry, all 
accomplished and excellent officers. In addition to 
these. Colonel Abraham Owen, commandant of the 
idighteenth Kentucky regiment^ who joined the army 
as a volunteer a few days before the action, and who 
acted as an aid to Governor Harrison during the bat- 
tle, also fell early in the action. He was a noble- 
minded and brave man, and a much-esteemed dtiien. 
Captain Baen, of the fourth United States regiment, 
another gallant officer and brave soldier, was killed, 
too, early in the action. In the death of these brave 
officers, the United States suiFered a great loss, as 
they possessed the characteristics of true soldiens. 
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•ad cEqplayed the most chrrmfaroiis devotieo, e^en after 
they had been mortally iroonded. Etoii after Ci^ 
tain Spencer had been riiot throng the head, he ex* 
horted his men to fight on. Being next shot through 
both thighs, he still oontinned to enoonrage his men, 
and even requested to be taken back after he had 
been carried oiF the field, and when it was evident he 
had bnt a short time to Bye. Other similar acts of 
nelf^acrifieing devotion might be recorded. 

The irtkole lose of the Americans, in killed, was 
nxty-two, and one hnndred and twentynnx wounded. 
The Indians left thirty-eight, and their whole loss, in 
killed, was sopposed to have been between fifty and 
mrtj ; bnt from their practice of carrying their dead 
off the field when in their power, thc^ loss was nn* 
known. The nnmber of Indians engaged in the acK 
ti<A were estimated at six hundred. Three weeks 
before the battle, the prophet wae known to have had 
fomr hnndred and fif^ followers ; and his force was 
daily sngmented by the arrival of lawless adven^ 
tarers. Not an American was taken prisoner daring 
the action. 

This was probably one of the most desperate batr 
ties ever fought witii the Indians, and bnt for the 
caution and efficiency of Governor Harrison, might 
have terminated as fatalbf to the American army as 
tbe night attack upon O^eral St. Clair, just twenty 
years before. Besolntions were passed by the legis- 
latmres of Kentucky and Indiana, highly complimen- 
tary to Governor Harrison and tiie officers and men 
9* 
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undtr hk oommaad. It ettoUiabed the repatfttion of 
the eommander-m-chief on the most aolid and pemiA- 
nent basis, and created a feeling of conSdence and 
flecnrity amongst the frontier setders that had never 
before been ezperienced.'^ 

An incident oocwred the evening before this ac- 
tion admirably iUostrfttive of his character for mag> 
nanimitj. A negro, named Ben» who was attained 
to his camp, deserted to the Indians, and entered into 
a conspiracy to assassinate his <dd general- as soon as 
the attack upon him shonld commence. Being ap* 
prehended while burking abont Oovemor Harrison's 
marquee, waiting for an opportnnity to eseente his 
Uoody pwpose, he was tried by a eoRirt^martial and 
sentenced to be shot The encntion of tiie aentenfie 
was delayed for a short time, in conseqwence of the 
troops being engaged in forti^jring the camp^ In the 
meantime, the negro wae pat into Indian sto^kay that 
is, a log split open, notches cut in it to fit the c«I* 
prit's legs, and when plaoed in it, firmly staked to tlm 
groand. Goyemor Hairison interposed his anthoritiy 
and pardoned the guilty wretch, assigning as a reaaoi^ 
for the nndeettrfcd act of demeaey the following :— 
<^ The fact was," said he, to a friend afikerwar4% '' that 
I began to pity him, and conld not serew myself laf 
to the point of giving the fi^ order* If he had 
been out of my si^^t he woidd have been eseeuted. 
The poor wretch lay confined before my fire, hia face 
receiving the rain that occasionally fitUy and hit fjyti 
I mukiry «f tiM Lai« Wan 



eonfitantlj tiomed iip<m me m if imploitiig merejr. I 
eoold not withstond die appeal, and detwadned to 
giye hini anotlier oKanee for hia life. 

Thongk the eondnot of €k>Tenior Haimon, both 
preceding and during dus action^ lias bew ae aefeiely 
eritieued asany batde eTer fenght between the Amer> 
ieana^ iriiether Indiaas, English, or Mezieana, yet it 
has reeetred the nniversal approval of miHtuy men, 
and of erery man eompetent to fbm a eorrect j«dg> 
ment, iriio has given the snlgeet any inTeetq^tioB* 
Amongst others who have pidd the hi^Mrt eomneada* 
tkn to his pmdsnee, jndipnent, and military geains, 
were meet, if not all, Ae gaBant ofieers who^ served 
imder Urn on that oeeasian, espeoially the brate and 
gsllant O'FaQsn, W^ Omeral Seott, Major Larri- 
bee, and Oaptain Snelling. A defence of hk eondnet, 
therefore, wodd now be as o«t of place as it woqU be 
imneeessary. The charges were originally made 1^ 
his personal enemies, and renewed with eqnal bitter* 
ness by his political opponents, when a candidate for 
a high oiBce many years after, not to be permanently 
beBered, bat to effect a temporary disaffection. The 
battle has been fonght over again many times, and, 
after years of altercation, public opinion has per- 
manently settled the question in faror of the military 
ridll, prudence, and caution, displayed by OoTemor 
Harrison. All the accusations of his personal enemies 
haye been disprored, and those of his political oppo- 
nents abandoned.^ 

In regard to the personal bearing and gallant con- 



104' TBM UfB OV 

duet of the eomimmder-m-cliief during the engage 
meaty ootemporaneoua testimonj is equally clear, and 
public opinion equally decided. Mutual confidence 
existed between him and his officers and soldiers to an 
extent rarely equaled* WhercTer his presence was 
required, there he was found urging on his troops by 
cheering words and his personal example."^ He shared 
every danger and fatigue to which his army was ex- 
posed. In the battle he was in more peril than any 
other <^cer, as he was personally known to every In- 
dian, and exposed himself fearlessly on horseback at 
all points of attack during the whole engagemeuU 
Bvory important moyement was made by his express 
ordsr.f His sdf-possession, too, was as remarkable 
as his courage and personal exertions throughout die 
battle. Though shrouded in almost impenetrable dark- 
ness ahnost the whole time the action lasted, he seemed 
to undMTstand, as if by intuitiott, where his presence 
was most needed, and there he was sure to be found* 

* DftWBon'B Life of Harrison, 
t HaU'b Memoizs of Harriflon. 
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Thdb battle of Tippecanoe was bat the precoxaor 
of more important OTenta, and only preoeded the irar 
'mkh Great Bntain, irhieh it had heen long foreseen 
must soon burst iq»on the country, — as the shadow 
precedes the substance. K anything were required 
to inflame the country to a still hi^ier pitch of exas- 
peration than had been produced by the weU-known 
elfiortB of British agents to incense the Indians against 
die United States, and their positiye encouragement 
to repeated outrages, and the insolent aggressions of 
the British government on our commwoe, it was found 
in this battle. It was, indeed, the beginning of the 
war* There was little doubt that the Indians had pre* 
viously received assurances of aid from Great Britain 
in case of hostilities, and they immediately began to 
threaten all the American border-population in the 
Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois Territories, as well as 
the north-western confines of New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Ohio."^ The whole of the western frontier was 
dirown into a state of alarm, and many of the inhab* 
itants removed to the older settlements for safety* 
• Moa«lt^i YftU^ of tlM MlMiMippl. 
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Besides die efforts of Great Britain to stir up a 
irar amongst the Indians against ns, and her impress- 
ment of American seamen, an affair between an AnHH^ 
lean and English yessel of war, on ihe 16th of May, 
1811, serred greatly to complicate matters between 
the two goTemments* This was an attack ap<m the 
United States frigate Prasident» Commodore Sogers, 
by the British ship-of-war Little Belt, commanded by 
Obtain Brigham, under the following oirenmstances : 
When off Cape Henry, the PresideBt fell in with the 
Little Beb» and ha¥ing come within speaking distance 
after a l<mg chase, hailed her, and was hailed in turn 
as the only answer to Commodore Bogers. BelieTing 
himself entitled to the first answer, as he hailed fint, 
he hailed a second time aflfcer a few seconds pause, and 
before he took the trampet from his movth, the Little 
Belt fired vpon him, cutting off one of the main-t<^ 
back-stays, and the ball entering the main-mast of the 
President, and immediately after another, and then 
three more in qni<^ succession. H^eupon, being de« 
termined neither to be the aggressor, nor suffer the 
American flag to be insulted without impunity, he 
ga^e a general order to fire. Ln the course of ten 
minutes tiie Little Belt was entirely disabled and si* 
lenced, when Commodore Rogers ceased firing. From 
twenty to thirty of her men were killed or wounded. 
A comrt-martial, called to examine the conduct of 
Commodore Rogers, fully acquitted him of going be- 
yond his most imperatiye duty to his country. But 
Ae affair was made a pre^xt, on the part of the Brit- 
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ifeh gavemmeniy for still farther ovtmgei uid Inso- 
hfQee, and great eiforts were made to pmve that die 
Pteeident was the aggreeBor, bat without meeeea. 

The United Btatee govermnNit was mnwiUing to 
resort to war, as long as there was any h<^ of an 
honorable adjnstmenty and therefore exhibited great 
forbearance. Bat this Tory proper apprdiension of 
Tentnring upon the experiment of resorting to arms, 
and invoWing the coontry in a long and bloody war, 
was looked upon by threat Britain tm proceed ng fn^n 
pusillanimity rather than a hnmane desire to amd 
bloodshed, and sabjeoted ns to new insults. This state 
of things oonld not and was not long to eonftiiMe. Hie 
pabKc mind was gradttaUy becomittg not only prepared, 
but anxions for the contest DreadfnIasthealtartiatiTe 
of war was, and anxious as Ae American government 
and people were to aypid it, they nererthdess felt 
that tiiere were other things worse even tfmn that,**- 
that a peace pnrdiased at tlie price of dishonor was 
far more to be deprecated. The first session of the 
Twelfth Congress assembled nnder the inflnenee of 
this state of the popular feeling, and was protraeted 
to an nnusoal length by tile exciting and momentons 
qnesdon of peace or war. 

On the 5th of Jane, 1812, Plresident Hadtson laU 
before Congress the correspondence between the 
American Secretary of State and the British l£nisti^r 
near this government, which seemed to preclude all 
probability of a satisfiM)torya4)QStment.^ Atlength, 
• BieokiBridf^ Uts War. 
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on the 18tk of Jime, 1812, after haTing sat idth dosed 
doors for seven days a declaration of war was de- 
clared against Great Britain. This act, terrible as it 
waSy received the approbation of the people^ o^ a 
large majority of them."^ 

After the battle of Tippecanoe, Qovemor Har^ 
risen proceeded, with his usual energy and regard for 
the public interests, to put the frontier in a state of 
defense, as well against the Indian incursions, as to be 
prepared for the approaching war with England. He 
held interviews with the governors of several of the 
western States, at which plans of defense were ar- 
ranged, measures taken for enrolling and equipping 
troops and preparing munitions of war. From the 
large military experience of Governor Harrison, as 
well as from his well-known abilities and patriotism, 
the most unlimited confidence was felt in his opinions 
Mid judgment, and his advice in all matters relating 
to the defenses of the country was never unheeded 
by the people of the West. 

When he had aided Gk>vemor Edwards, of HE- 
aois, in putting the exposed portions of that State in a 
posture of defense, he was invited by the distin- 
guished General Charles Scott, of Kentucky, then 
governor of the State, to hold a conference with him 
in relation to the disposition of .the Kentucky troops 
who were destined to protect the western frontier. 
He at once proceeded to Frankfort, where he was re- 
ceived with public honors, the governor appearing in 
* Sm i^Midix (B). 
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person at the head of the troops, amidst the firing of 
cannon and the acclamations of the people.* 

The highest civil and military honors were paid 
him as a mark of respect for his distinguished public 
services and private virtues^ and marks of the ardent 
attachment and unbounded confidence of the people 
whom he had so triumphantly defended from their 
savage enemy. 

After having remained at Frankfort some days, he 
was activtely engaged in maturing plans for the protec* 
tion of the lives and property of the people of the West, 
and giving to that object all the energies of his ac- 
tive mind. During this visit to Kentucky, an incident 
occurred which may not be without sufficient interest 
to deserve recording : — One day Governor Harrison 
dined in Lexington, in company with a large party of 
gentlemen of that town and its vicinity, all of them 
ardent friends of the war. The conversation turning 
upon the north-western campaign, and the governor 
delivering his sentiments similar to those in a letter af- 
terwards written, the company were so struck with the 
wisdom and justice of his remarks that he was urged to 
communicate them to the Secretary of War. To this 
he objected on the ground that it might be interfering 
with matters which were foreign to his own duty, and 
might not therefore be considered entirely free from 
presumption. But being assured by Mr. Clay, who 
was one of the party, and who was always alive to 
the true interests and honor of his country, that it 

* Hall's life of HwniMML 
10 
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trould be well reeeifed bj the goyermnent, the letter 
wu written* 

la this letter, bendee suggesting a syst^n of op- 
erationsy in which he displayed his intimate aeqvuunt- 
ance with the mBitary art as with the actual con- 
dition of afiurs ihiionghoat the whole western coon- 
try, he erinoed the sa^gsdty of a strong and pene- 
trating mind by predicting eyents, which, nnhappily 
for the Qoontry, had not been anticipated by the goT- 
emment.* He expressed his fear that the captore 
of Maeinac would giye the British and IndianB aiHiB, 
that tiie northern trfl)es wonki pour down in swanns 
upon Detroity oUige Qeneral HaU to act entirely on 
the defensiTe, and meet, and peribaps overpower, the 
aonroys and remftrcemMits that might be sent to hha* 
He considiered it highly probable that die large de- 
tachment which waa destined for his relief^ nnder 
Oohmel WeUs, woidd ha^e to fight its way; but he 
eoqmssed his confidence in their vator, ihoi^;h he waa 
apprehensive that the eyent might be adyerse to the 
American^ and that I>etroit might fifl^ and with it 
eyety hope of re-eatabUshing our afEws in that quarter 
witil the next year* These considerati<ms induced 
him strongly to recommend the Secreisry of War to 
asnd a reinforcement to Qeneral Hall* 

War haying now commenced in earnest, the eyes 
of the tdiole West were turned upon Gbyemor Har- 
rison as the ablest General, and one of the most pq>- 
uhurmeit of the nation. Goyemor Scott, of Kentucky, 
«B«nea'fI4iio€J 
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had leyied an armed force of fire fehooflaBd militm, 
commanded by some of the moet experienced ofioeni 
of the State. Two thoosand of these were designed 
for immediate serrice. No sooner had ihej learned 
their destination, than thej expressed the most earn- 
est desire to be placed nnder the command of Gorer- 
nor Harrison, and this feeling met a cordial response 
from the people of the entire State. 

Bat Acre seemed to be an insiqperable dificidly in 
the way of snch an arrangement in the laws of Ken- 
tacky, which prohibited any other man than a cHicen 
of the State from holding a command in her militia. 
In this dilemma, Gkyemor Scott held a consultation 
with the venerable Isaac Shelby, 6o?«mor ekct,-^ 
Henry Clay, then Speaker of the United States 
Honse of Representatires,—* Thomas Todd, United 
States tFadge, — and several other most distingniriied 
individoab, — by whom it was onanimoosly decided 
that Oovemor Harrison shonld receive a brevet com* 
misraon of Major-General, from the Oovemor of Ken- 
tucky, in the militia of tiiat State. 

This was a distinctbn as unusoal as it was hon<Mr- 
able, and did mfinite credit to the judgment and fore- 
sight of the authorities and people of Eentacky. It 
was received with the most Hvely satis&ction by the 
people of the West, and inspired a feeling of confi- 
dence that nothing else, short of a defeat of the 
enemy, could have produced. 

The appointment was made on the SSih of August, 
1812, and shortly after he marched to the relief of 
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the frontier poets, especially Fort Harrison, on the 
•« Wabash, and Fort Wayne, situated on the Miami of 
the lakes. He reached Cincinnati on the 27th of the 
same month. At the same time, Brigadier-General 
James Winchester, of the army of the United States, 
was recruiting at Lexington ; and having irritten to 
the Secretary of War, that he intended to assume the 
command of that portion of the Kentucky troops then 
under General Payne, on their march to Detroit, he 
accordingly set off and overtook the detachment at 
Cincinnati. Upon Greneral Harrison's arrival at that 
place, he informed General Winchester of the author- 
ity he had received to take the command of the Ken- 
tucky troops, but invited him to continue with the 
army. Winchester, however, immediately returned 
to Lexington. On the 28th, he wrote the letter to 
the Secretary of War, suggesting a plan of opera- 
tions for the campaign, an incident in connection with 
which has already been noticed. On the 80th, he left 
Cincinnati, and joined his troops the next day about 
forty miles north of that city. 

Jn the meantime, the Secretary of War, not 
having yet been advised of the appointment con- 
ferred upon Governor Harrison by the executive of 
Kentucky, had appointed General Winchester to take 
command of the same troops. The information of this 
appointment, in reality superseding Harrison, created 
no little excitement and disapprobation throughout 
the army ; and the venerable Shelby at once wrote to 
Ihe Department, remonstrating against the proceed- 
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ing, as a measure not only yery nnpopniar, but likely 
to prove highly injurious to the country. But Gen- 
eral Harrison, ever ready to submit to the laws, and 
cheerfully to yield his own wishes and interests to the 
public good, at once wrote to General Winchester, 
from Piqua, where he arrived on the 8rd of Septem- 
ber, to come to that place and assume the command 
of the detachment. 

While waiting the arrival of General Winchester, 
however, he determined to destroy the Indian towns 
on the Wabash Elk Hart, and for that purpose Gen- 
eral Wells led a body of troops to the latter place, 
and G^eral Harrison himself headed those destined 
for the former. Both of these expeditions were sue- 
oessful ; and after having destroyed several towns and 
large quantities of com, they returned to Fort Wayne, 
where General Winchester shortly arrived and took 
eommand of that portion of the army designed for 
him. This consisted of the regiments of Colonels 
Allen, Lewis, and Scott, of the Kentucky troops, — 
Garrard's troops of cavalry, also of Kentucky, — and 
a part of the 17th United States regiment of infan- 
try, under General Wells. 

In consequence of this supersedure. General Har- 
rison, on the 19th of September, took leave of the 
army in a very affectionate manner, and set out for 
the Indiana Territory, with a body of troops, to break 
the settlements of the savages. In his general order 
of that date, he closes by adding, that ^^ if anything 
oonld aoflen the regret which the G^eral feels at 
10* 
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parting with taroope whieli bare eo entirely won his' 
confidence and affection, it is the oircnmetance of hie 
committing them to the charge of one of the heroes 
of the glorioufl revelation, a man distingniriied aa 
well for ^e eenriceB he has rendered the conntry as 
for the possession of eyery qualification which const»> 
ttrtes the gentleman/' 

Bo great was the dissatisfaction ereated by the 
appointment of Winchester over Harrison, that it re- 
qnired all his influence, as well as that of the officers 
of the detachment, to recommend the soldiars to the 
change. Bnt the President of the United States, 
seeing the confidence that the weston people reposed 
in Oeneral Harrison^ and antidpatilig the dissatisfao* 
tion that his withdrawal firom the army would pro* 
dnce, appointed him commander-in-chief of the whole 
western department On the 24th of September, he 
reeeired a letter from the War Department, in answer 
to his comtnnnication from Cincinnati npen his ap- 
pointment by the GoTernor of Kentucky, in which 
the Secretary informing him thfrt in taking command 
of the north-western army, he had only anticipated 
the wishes of the President. A few days afkr, he 
received anothw dispatch, dated on the 17th day of 
September, officially annonncing to him his appoint^ 
ment to the command from whidi he had been dis- 
placed* 

A messenger was therefore dispatched fnr him, 
and he accordingly retnmed and resumed the com* 
mand of the acmy< The snoet eztenai? e powers were 
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dcmferred wpfm Qemeral Harrison hj the Preodent 
He was anllioriied to eomniMul all such meaiifl aH 
nu^ be practicable) to ezereiae his own di8oretio% 
andaeliiialleaseaacoordiiigtohiajiidgBMit* Sndk 
anliaiited power bad xmrely before ben oonfemd 
190& any Attieriean eetnmander^ and noTer periiapa^ 
except apon Waabington and Greene. General Ear- 
riwm, bowoTer,. bltd abready proved bimaelf wortby 
of muck oonfideneO) aad abown tbai power in bia 
banda never wonUi be aboaed, and nerer need ezoqpt 
foit ibe pnblie good^ and to promote tiie deaigna of 
tbe gorenunent. In eoaamiinieating tiie ap|)ointment 
of Generri Harrison to Congreta, be expreaaed the 
moat nnlioiited eonfidenoe in Ua aUU and ability. 

At the same time that tfaia appointtttont ecM&ferred 
ifon him poweri ef the moat delicate kind, it also 
iiapoBed npon him reqponaibilitioB^ requiring the exer* 
dae of nU bis great talentd. Tkd aerticea be wna 
required to perform Were^ in tbe opinion of oM, e!K- 
perieneed able oflBicerB, th^ iito$l eztenaive and ardnooa 
^t were ever required ct any commander hi i^nericiab 
The endless number of posts and acattMred Settle 
ments which he waa obBged to maintain and protec% 
and numerous and scattered bands of Indians, while 
be was eontendmg with difficulties almost insurmovnt^ 
able, in the main expedition against MaMeUi were 
saffident to employ all the time and talents and re* 
sources of the greatest military genius at the bead of 
t well-appointed army.* 

» M«Afee'i Bistoijr oT As tait Itsr. 
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The day before General HarriBon returned to 
Fort Wayne to take npon himself once more the com- 
mand of the army, General Winchester had marched 
for Fort Defiance on his way to the Bapida, the olti- 
mate destination of the forces under his command. 
It consisted of a brigade of Kentncky militia, four 
hundred regulars, and a troop of horse — ^in all, about 
two thousand men. The march was one of great 
difficulty and embarrassment, and to facilitate it, 
each man was compelled to carry proyisions for six 
days. General Harrison now proceeded in person to 
Fort St. Mary's, for the purpose of organising the 
ultimate movements of the army. A detachment was 
ordered to proceed with supplies, under Major Jen- 
nings, to the Auglaise riyer. 

The army was obliged to advance with great cau- 
tion, in order to avoid surprise, in a country so highly 
favorable for Indian warfare. Owing to the close* 
ness of the thicket, the troops were compelled to cut 
out a road as they proceeded, and were unable to 
]Nroeeed more than seven or eight miles a day. They 
took the precaution to send in advance a party of 
spies, and also an advance guard of about three hun- 
cbred men. During the march, they fell in with a 
party of Indians, whom they succeeded in dislodging 
from an ambush they had formed for the Americana ; 
and when near Fort Defiance, they, found them en- 
camped in great force within two miles of that fort. 
A messenger arrived on the 29th of September from 
Colonel Jennings, with the information that, on hav- 
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ing discovered the British and Indians in possession 
of Fort Defiance, he had landed abont forty miles 
above that place, and erected a blockhouse, where 
he was awaiting further orders. He was ordered to 
join the army with the provisions, and the order was 
promptly obeyed, and the exhausted army was once 
more recruited in body and spirits. In the meantime 
the British and Indians predpitately abandoned the 
fort, and the American army took immediate posses- 
aon of it. 

While at this fort, news was received that General 
Harrison had been appointed to the command of the 
north-western army. This intelligence was received 
with the liveliest satisfitction by the soldiers, and went 
far to reconcile them to the severe hardships they were 
called upon to endure. In announcing the appoint- 
ment, he expressed his earnest hope that General 
Winchester might remain widi the army. On the 
Srd of October he yielded up his command to General 
Harrison. In his general order of that date, relin- 
quishing the command of the army to his successor, * 
he expressed a high opinion of the great military skill 
and reputation of General Harrison, and declared his 
belief that his appointment would be hailed with uni* 
versal satis&ction. As General Winchester prefer* 
red the service in the north-west to that on the Ni- 
agara frontier, General Harrison immediately ap- 
pointed him to the left wing of the army."^ 

The charge has been preferred against General 

* Sketches of the eiTil vad mfliiftry itrvioes of Qenenl Hunrison. 
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HuriiMni, bj tbe friendfl of Oeneral Wmcheitor, of 
hariiig procured his •ppointment to the command of 
tke north-western army by onworthy means. Bat 
there iras not the slightest ground for the accusation 
to rest n][>on, and it has been so triumphantly dis- 
proyed by gentleSMn of the highest character and the 
amplest means of information, that it left no impres- 
sion on the public mind injurious in the slightest do<» 
gree, to the reputation of General Harrison* 

General Harrison left Fort Defiance on the 4tk 
of October, and returned to Fort St. Mixy's, irith tiie 
view of (M^nising and brii^png up the centre of the 
army. General Tup^^er was ordered to proceed im- 
xtfbdiately to the Bapids, by the commander-in-^hiefi 
witii about one thousand m^ for the purpose of 
driying the enemy from that place. But the ezpedi^ 
tion proved a failure, in eonsequteee of the ddaym 
caused by the damaged state of tiie ammunition and 
the requisite time necessaiy to prepare the provisionfl 
for the troops. They were dso totally insensible to 
everything like military disdp&ie or subordination* 
So literally true Iras this, that upon Migor Bush being 
ordered to disperse a body of Indians luridng in tha 
vicinity, the whole camp broke up in bodies of twentj 
and thirty, and joined in the chase without the sli^t- 
est regard for order or even common prudence. If 
they had been attacked, they muM inevitably have 
been cut to pieces. 

General Tupper was, immediataly after this 6c- 
Cttrrencoi ordered to go in pursuit of the Indians, and, 
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if possible, to Moertsiii thdr strength* Bat he re* 
presented to (General Winchester the disorganized 
state of his troops, and requested that the order might 
be eovntennanded. The commanding general, how- 
ever, peremptorilj persisted in it, and Qeneral Tnj^r 
attampted to execute it. Bat this resalted in a mis* 
nnderstanding between the two officers, that led to 
the appointment of Colonel Allen to supersede Gen- 
eral Topper, a&d the eonseqnent refusal of the Ohio 
tro<^ to sabaut to the oommand of the formeir. The 
expedition, therrfore, was broken up and abandoned. 

Nothing more eonld now be done until the arriral 
of the other wing of the «rmy, either against the 
Bapids or Detroit, General Tnpper haying returned 
to Urbatia, after his misondOTStaiiding with General 
Winehester, with his moonted men, was dispatched 
with the division of the centre, consisting of » bri« 
gade of Ohio volunteers and militia, and a regiment 
of regulars, to Fort M' Artbnur, while the right wing, 
oonsisting of a Pennsyhraiiia and a Virginia brigade, 
was ordered to Sandasky** On his arrival there, he 
organised another expedition to proceed against the 
Bapids, consisting of about six hundred moi. The 
expedition marched on the l(Hh of October, and ar- 
riTod within thirteen miles of the Jlapids on the ISth, 
which was still in the hands of the British and In* 
dians. Genertd Tupper marched immediately for the 
fort, intending to croes the rivo* and attads it at 
onee. But he found the river too rapid to eCsoi this, 
* BiMkMridfle's BitlMf i»f liM fnir. 
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and therefore attempted to induce the enemy to oroBS 
by resorting to a stratagem. This was only partially 
successfuly though a considerable number finally 
crossed oyer, and a brisk skirmish ensued, which 
finally resulted unfavorably to the Americans, and 
they were compelled hastily to return to Fort M' Ar- 
thur. 

After the failure of General Tupper'a attempt to 
cross the river, he dispatched an express to General 
Winchester for reinforcements, and upon the arrival 
of his second express he found that a detachment of 
four hundred men had been sent out under the com- 
mand of Colonel LcwLb, to march to his support. On 
the 15th, this reinforcement proceeded on their march, 
and during the night Ensign Charles 8. Todd, after- 
wards minister to Russia, under General Taylor's 
administration, was sent with a few men to apprise 
General Tupper of his approach. But he found 
General Tupper's camp evacuated. He therefore re- 
turned, and Colonel Lewis at once retreated to (Gen- 
eral Winchester's camp. Though this expedition was 
in some degree a failure, it was of service in one par- 
ticular, which was in inducing the detachment of Brit- 
ish and Indians to fall back to the river Raisin, and 
to abandon the design of removing the com from the 
farms that had been abandoned at the Rapids, the 
principal object of their expedition to that place.* 

Events of considerable importance, meanwhile, 
were transpiring further West. A large army had 

\ «irAf«e's History of the Ut« War. 
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aflsembled at Yincennes, and early in October pro- 
ceeded to Fort Harrison, under the command of Gen- 
eral Hopkins, and sanctioned by Goyemor Shelby, of 
Kentucky, This army reached Fort Harrison about 
the 10th of October, and proceeded soon after against 
the Kickapoos and Peoria towns. But after a march 
of only four days, eyident signs of discontent began 
to exhibit themselves, and every man seemed to feel 
at liberty to act upon his own responsibility, and the 
army became little more than an ungovernable mob. 
They demanded to be led back, and everything was 
in disorder; and after every effort on the part of 
General Hopkins to awaken in his men some little 
sense of duty had failed, the <»rowd returned to Fort 
Harrison, against his orders, and left him to bring up 
the rear. Not long after, he led another expedition 
against the towns at the head of the Wabash, with 
more success, which he destroyed. The principal 
camp of the Indians was also discovered, which they 
were compelled to evacuate, though they occupied an 
exceeding strong position. 

Some time previous to the termination of this ex- 
pedition, an attack was made on Fort Harrison, then 
in the command of Captain Zachary Taylor, after- 
wards President of the United States. This was a 
rude and weak stockade, garrisoned by only fifty 
men, most of whom, like Captain Taylor himself, were 
worn down and disabled by their long and severe ser- 
vice. Almost in the midst of an enemy's country, 
surrounded on all sides by a sleepless savage foe, and 
11 
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kept constantly od tiie alert, nigbt and day, for weeks 
together, Taylor and hk men had nearly Bonk under 
the fatigue and labor they had been oorapeUed to 
endore. 

While in this wretched oondi^n, with soaroely % 
doasen men fit for senrice, he was attacked on the 
night of September 5th, after an ineiectnal attempt 
to get possession of the fort by stratagem, by a force 
of four hundred and fifty Indians. The attack was 
commenced abost eleven o'clock at night, amidat the 
excitement and confusion occasioned by the buniing 
of the lower blockhouse, containing the property ef 
the contractor, which they had previously fired. The 
Indians, confident of victory, had completely ear* 
rounded the garrison, and commenced their fire upon 
sll sides, simultaneously with the firing of the Mode- 
house. Oaptain Taylor, however, was prq>ared for 
^ attack, and was neither dismayed by that nor the 
even more dangerous enemy they had called to their 
aid. He calmly gave his orders for extinguishing the 
flames, but for a long time all efforts were frmtleas. 
The fire communicated with the roof, in spite of all 
their exertions to check it. I^iaHy, however, by his 
great presence of mind, and the well-directed efforts 
of his men, the fiamee were subdued. 

Having extinguished the fire, and erected a tem* 
porary breastowork, the fire of the enemy was re- 
turned with redoubled vigor during the whole mght, 
and with such success that, at six o'clock in the morn- 
ing, tiie Indians gave up dte contest in despair, and 
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withdrew their forces. In this gallant defense, Cap- 
tain Taylor lost only two men killed, and two wounded* 
The Indians mnst have sofered severely : but they 
were in sufficient force to take off all their killed and 
wounded. Soon after, he was reinforced by Colonel 
Russell, with several companies of rangers and Indiana 
Tolnnteers. In ooasequeace of his gallant conduct on 
this occasion, he was promoted to the rank of major. 
SooA after Cokifeel Kossell had relieved F<Nrt Har- 
liaon, he undertook an expeditiim against the Peoria 
towns, and destroyed a papulous village, and killed 
twenty Indiana. Ahmt the same time, Lieutepant 
Oampbdl marched with a small detachment against 
the towns on the Massissiaewa Aiver, a lurancb of the 
Wabash, which reautted in defeating a body of Indi- 
ana, by whMA they were furiously attacked, killing 
fifty of their warriors and taking thirty pnsoaeRU 
Ihey also destroyed several of their villages, in van- 
cm ezpeditionB of leas importance, but ia whieh the 
auUtia of Indiana, nimois, and Missomi Territories 
gpwady distipgubhed themadvee. X>uriag these vari- 
ous expeditions, the Indians had been so harassed, 
and their means of snbsisteiiee so eSectually cut ofi^ 
that they began seriously to doubt whether they had 
a^ted wisely in taking up arms against the United 
States, and even, to repent having done so. The only 
proqpeet bef<Nre thrai now was to be compelled to re- 
move to distant British settlements. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Though the season had now considerahly ad- 
vanced, and the weather had become extremely cold. 
General Harrison did not retire into winter qaartere, 
nor abandon any of his vigilance. YHien the troope 
composing the left wing of the army had completed 
Fort Winchester, they were directed by him, early in 
December, to proceed to the Rapids as soon as pro- 
visions for a few weeks could be provided. And on 
the 12th of the same month, he wrote to the Secre- 
tary of War, that if there were not some important 
political reason urging an immediate attempt to c^>- 
ture Maiden, and recover Michigan Territory, he 
woold -suggest that an eflbrt first be made to obtain 
command of Lake Erie, and that Maiden, Detroit, 
and Mackinaw will then fall into the hands of the 
Americans, almost as a matter of course. The ne- 
cessity of securing the naval ascendancy of Lake 
Erie had been* forcibly pointed out to the government 
by him as early as the year 1809. He established 
his head quarters at Upper Sandusky, on the 20th of 
ibis month. Whilst here, he received a communica- 
tion from Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, giving him 
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official information of the result of his expedition to 
the Mississinnewa River, and inunediately started for 
Chillicothe to consult with Governor Meigs about 
another expedition against the Indians in the same 
quarter. 

(General Harrison's plan of operations for the 
campaign was to occupy the Miami Rapids, and to 
deposit as much provision there as it was possible for 
him to procure, and to move from thence with a choice 
detadiment of the army, and with as much provision, 
artilleiy, and ammunition as the means of transporta- 
tion would allow. His design also was to make a 
demonstration from this point towards Detroit, and 
by a sudden passage of tiie straits of Detroit upon 
the ioe, an actual investiture of Maiden. Should his 
oiEoiisive operations be suspended until spring, he 
strongly advised, as the most effectual as well as the 
cheapest plan, would be to obtain the command of the 
lake. This being once effected, he believed that every 
difficult would be removed, and that an army of four 
thousand men landed on the north side of the lake, 
below Maiden, would soon reduce that place, retake 
Detroit, and, with the aid of the fleet, proceed down 
the lake to co^>perate with the army from Niagara. 

On Genend Harrison's arrival at Sandusky, he ex- 
pected to be met by an express from General Win- 
chests, with information of his advance to the Rapids, 
in conformity with advice that had previously been 
given him* But as no such information had arrived, 
he dispatehed Ens^ Todd to Winchester's camp, on 
11* 
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the Miami, below Fort Defiance. He poibrmed tke 
journey with great secrecy and dispatch, haying com* 
pletely eluded all the scouts of the enemy. He was 
instructed to communicate to General Winchester the 
following directions and plans from the command^^ 
in-chief: that as soon as he had aecunudated provi- 
sions for twenty days, to adyanoe to the Bapida, 
where he was to commenoe the building of huts to u^ 
duce the enemy to belieye that he was going into win- 
ter quarters there, and to oonstntct deds for the mam 
expedition against Maiden. He waa to impress it 
upon his men, however, that they were for transport- 
ing provisions from the interior. The diiFeviMit liAsa 
of die army were to be coocenirated at that plac^ 
and a choice detachment from the whole would thea 
be marched rapidly upon Maiden. In the meaattma 
he was to occupy the Rapids, for die purpose of se- 
curing the provisions and stores forwarded from the 
other wings of the army. 

A tolerable supply of provisions having been re- 
ceived. General Winchester took jxp his march for the 
Rapids, and at the same time Leslie Combs, a volun- 
teer in the army, was sent to inform the commaBdnr- 
in-chief of the movements. While on his march to 
the Rapids, General Winchester received a dispatch 
from G^ieral Harrison, recommending him to aban- 
don the movement to the Rapids and fall back to 
Fort Jennings. The recommendation, however, was 
disregarded, and on the 10th of January the detach- 
ment reached the Rapids. A daqpatoh was s^ ta 
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the commander-in-chief of the arrival of the troops at 
that place, but was not received by him, in conse- 
qoenee of vanons delays, until his arrival himself at 
the Rapids. On the 12th another despatch was for- 
warded to General Harrison, advising him that no re- 
liance conld be placed on retaining the Kentucky 
troops after the expiration of their term of service in 
February. This was received by the commander-in- 
ehief on the 16th, and was the first information he 
liad of the arrival of General Winchester at the 
Bapids. 

Information was received by General Winchester, 
on the ISth of January, that the Indians were threat- 
ening an attack upon the settlement on the River 
Raisin, and asking assistance from him. In accord- 
ance with this request, Colonel Lewis was dispatched 
by him on the 17th, at the head of six hundred troops, 
to protect Frenchtown on that river, and at once 
moved down to Presque Isle, a distance of twenty 
miles from the Rapids. Here he received informa- 
tion which should have induced him to request a rein- 
forcement; but, instead of this, he pushed on his 
command to Frenchtown, where he arrived the next 
day. On the same day he attacked the combined 
forces of British and Indians, and defeated them with 
great loss, having driven them for two miles at the 
point of the bayonet. 

News of this victory was sent to General Winches- 
ter on the night after the engagement, who at once 
inarched to tlie Rapids, and reached Frenchtown on 
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the night of the 20th. He encamped on the right of 
Lewis' detachment, which was defended by some gar- 
den pickets. The reinforcement was commanded by 
General Wells. General Winchester himself establish- 
ed his head-quarters at a house on the other side of the 
river, more than half a mile distant from his troops* 
The day after the arrival of Winchester, a spot was 
selected for the encampment of the army, intending 
to fortify it the next day.* 

No sooner was the news of the defeat of the Brit^ 
ish and Indians by Colonel Lewis known at Fort Mai- 
den, a British fort, it will be recollected, near the 
mouth of the Detroit River, or straits, in Canada^ 
than a large reinforcement was sent from that post, 
and preparations were made for an immediate attack 
upon the Americans. On the 22nd, accordingly, at 
reiville, the attack was commenced by a considerable 
British and Indian force, with six pieces of artillery. 
The troops being completely surprised, and the ground 
unfavorable, had but little opportunity of forming to 
advantage. They were entirely surrounded, and broke 
in twenty or thirty minutes. One major, a captain, 
and twenty or thirty privates, were all that effected 
their escape. 

When General Harrison received information that 
the action had commenced, he was three miles above 
the Rapids, with only three hundred and sixty men. 
He immediately ordered them to march to the relief 
of Winchester, and set out himself and staff to over- 

* Sketobes of the Ufe of General HaRtoea. 
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take a detachment of three hundred men that had a 
few hours before started for the River Raisin. He 
overtook them at the distance of six miles, but before 
the troops that had set out with him had come up, he 
ascertained that Winchester had met with a disastrous 
defeat. It was the unanimous opinion of General 
Payne, General Perkins, and the field officers, that 
t]\fise two detachments should now return. But a de- 
tachment of one hundred and seventy picked men 
was sent forward, with orders to proceed as far as 
possible, for the purpose of assisting those who were 
so fortunate as to escape. Very few, however, suc- 
ceeded in reaching the American camp, the snow be- 
ing so deep that the fugitives became entirely ex- 
hausted in running a few miles— not more than forty 
or fifty who got a mile from the scene of action, and 
the greater part of them were overtaken and mas- 
sacred. 

Until this disastrous defeat, the American army 
was in a most prosperous condition, the result solely 
of the unfortunate step of marching to the River Rai- 
sin, not only without the authority of the conmiander- 
in-chief, but in opposition to his views and even his 
express advice. Even if Colonel Lewis had been 
satisfied to return after his defeat of the Indians and 
British, everything would have been well, notwith- 
standing the original error of General Winchester. 
But in resolving to hold Frenchtown, a measure sanc- 
tioned by Winchester, they brought upon their troops 
the fatal cabmity which befell them on the 22nd. 
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Ererydiing was done by General Harrison to avert 
the disaster, after he had discovered the false step 
General Winchester had taken, and reinforcements 
were pnshed on with all possible rapidity. Major 
Congreve's battalion, the finest body of troops in the 
army, was widiin fourteen miles of the action, and 
three hundred regalar troops were also on their way, 
when they heard of the defeat, leaving him with bat 
a single regtment at the Rapids. 

The British troops in this action were commanded 
by the notorious General Proctor, and the savages by 
Round Head and Split Log, two famous chiefs. Their 
forces, united, amounted to about fifteen hundred, 
while the American numbered only one thousand. 
The American right wing was either cut to pieces or 
surrendered themselves prisoners to the British, un- 
der promise of protection. But the left wing con- 
tinued to fight with desperate courage, and in attempt- 
ing to rally the right. General Winchester and Colo- 
nel Lewis were taken prisoners. They repulsed every 
assault of the enemy with unsurpassed gallantry, 
making dreadful slaughter in his ranks. 

The British commander at length attempted to se- 
cure, by fraud and treachery, what he either could not 
by force of arms, or what must be secured at too great 
a sacrifice. General Winchester was informed by 
Proctor, that imless his men surrendered, they would 
be delivered over to the fury of the savages, or at 
least that he would not be responsible for their con- 
duct, and that the village would be burnt. These 
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threats, or rather the promigea of proteodon made b j 
Proctor, indaeed General Wincheeter to agree to a 
aurrender of his troops as prisoners of war oa c<Midi» 
tioQ of being protected from his savage allies* It 
was not, however, until these flags of trace had 
passed that the remnant of the little army, then con- 
sisting of thirty-five oficers and fonr haadred and 
fifty non-commissioned officers and men, would coi^ 
sent to the terms of the surrender*. They did agree 
to the terms of the surrender, ^fter the most solemn 
assurances from Proctor that he would faithfully ad* 
here to all its conditions, and not only protect their 
lives, but respect private property. 

No sooner had they laid down their anus, how^ 
ever, than it was discovered that they had been tfoMj 
betrayed by &ie infiunous and blood4hiraty Proct<Mr, 
and that they were to be butchered in cdd blood by 
their brutal and savage conquerors. The work df 
scalping and stripping the dead, and of murdering 
the wounded, who had previously faHen into tibe^ 
hands, had already commenced. And the barbarous 
outrage was suffered to go on without the least at- 
tempt to restrain it on the part of the infamous Pjroc- 
tor. Indeed, so far from this being the case, or from 
his eidiibiting any inclination to arrest his savage 
fiends in the work of carnage, he seems to have en- 
couraged and advised it ; and when they could find 
no other victims of this class to vent their thirst for 
vengeance and blood upon, they begun to butcher the 
* 9roQkeprid|»'9 f#to If sr. 
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brave men who had laid down their arms under the 
pledged faith of the British commander. 

He, as well as his equally infamous oflScers, turned 
a deaf ear to the remonstrances of their now unre- 
sisting and defenceless victims, and they were toma- 
hawked and scalped by dozens and scores. The few 
that survived this first wholesale slaughter were placed 
in the rear of their forces in charge of the Indians, 
to be marched to Maiden. But long before they 
reached that post they, too, were murdered, one by 
one, as they became too weak to walk, either from 
their wounds or exposure to the inclemency of the 
season. Those who were not thus inhumanly but- 
chered were reserved for the more horrible fate of 
being roasted at the stake. 

The night afier the action, from fifty to sixty of 
the prisoners who had been badly wounded, most of 
them officers of distinction, were permitted to take 
shelter with the citizens of Frenchtown, and Proctor*s 
surgeons suffered to dress their wounds. They were 
promised, too, a sufficient guard to protect them from 
the scalping knife of the savages. But this was only 
the refinement of cruelty; no such guard was pro- 
vided. On the contrary, they were probably pointed 
out to the savage hell-hounds, by the infamous wretch 
who employed them for such infernal objects, as easy 
victims of their fiend-like hatred; and, as has been 
foreseen and designed, they fell upon them the same 
night, plundered them of their clothing and every 
article of value in their possession, murdered the most 
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of them in the most horrible manneri and then set 
fire to the houses, consuming alike the few remaining 
and the bodies of the slain in the flames. 

Infamous as these acts of infernal barbarity were, 
and as eternally infamous as they most render the 
monory of the blood-thirsty monster who permitted 
them, both were increased, if it were possible to add 
to the cruelty of such acts and the infamy of such a 
monster, by his treatment of the bodies of his slaugh- 
tered victims. It would seem that the innocent blood 
he had shed would have satisfied the most unrelenting 
and sanguinary; but not so with Proctor; he even 
refused to permit those rites which every civilized 
coontry held sacred. The inhuman wretch refused 
to permit the citisens of Frenchtown to bury the bo- 
dies of the murdered soldiers, on pain of death I 
These bodies were suffered to lie on the ground ex- 
posed to ferocious beasts of prey, or the more hor- 
rible pollution of domestic animals. 

There were many scenes of individual suffering 
which created even a stronger feeling of sorrow for 
this bloody tragedy, and increased the melancholy 
interest felt for its numerous victims. Amongst those 
was the case of Captain Hart, a near relative of 
Henry Clay, an accomplished gentleman and ripe 
scholar, who particularly distinguished himself during 
the action. Upon being surrendered, he was recog- 
nised by Colonel Elliot, who was a citizen of the 
United States, with whom he had been a class-mate 
at Princeton, but who had become an officer in the 
12 
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Briliak armj, and an ally of the Bavages. Elliot 
Tolntttarily oflfored his old friend his protection, but 
subsequently either changed his mind or was forbid- 
den to keep his promise by the savage Proctor, for he 
gave himself no farther concern in regard to Captain 
Hart. The next day a party of savages came into 
his room and tore him from his bed. He was taken 
to another room by some brother officers, when he was 
again subjected to the same barbarity. By the ofer 
of a large sum of money, he induced some Indians to 
take him to Maiden; but when they had proceeded a 
short distance, he was dragged from his* horse, shot 
and scalped. The same tragedy was enacted respect- 
ively in the case of Colonel Allen, Captains Hick- 
man, Woolfolk and M'Cracken; also, Mr. Simpson, a 
member of Congress from Kentucky, and Captains 
Bledsoe, Watson, Hamilton, Williams and Kelly, and 
Majors Madison Mid Ballard, from the same State, 
were amongst the victims.'*' 

Becoming restless under the load of infamy which 
Us conduct had brought upon him. Proctor sought to 
wipe out some little portion of the sti^a by (rfEmng 
the very few prisoners who had escaped the Indian 
tomahawk, for sole, instead of permitting them to be 
murdered; and in pursuance of this impulse of hu- 
manity, prisoners of the highest respectability were 
literally hawked about the streets of Detroit like 
beasts of prey, by their captors, in search of pur- 
d»sers. The conduct of the people of Detroit, in r^ 
*'■ Htstorrof ttsLitt Wiir. 
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gurd to those imfortaiiate priaonen^ was of the most 
httinane and noble character. Many of them parted 
with everything in their possession to procure means 
for purchasing them, and all vied with each other in 
acts of benevolence, women taking the lead in the 
good work. They gladly gave their shawls, and even 
the blankets from their beds, when nothing else was 
left them to give.* But these horrible details need 
not be pursued farther. The voice of the civilised 
world has assigned to the principal actors in the bar- 
barities, that have been but faintly portrayed above, 
a depth of degradation from which no length of time 
and no power of sophistry can rescue them, and their 
crimes have been so indelibly stamped upon the his- 
tory of the times, that no effort can erase the damn- 
ing stain. 

In pursuance with the unanimous advice of his 
general and field officers, upon hearing Winchester's 
defeat, General Harrison fell back to the Bapids, and 
immediately set about constructittg a fort, which, itt 
honor of Governor Meigs, of Ohio, for his patriotic 
efforts in b^lf of the American army, he named 
Fort Meigs. Eortifications were also constructed at 
Upper Sandusky, by Gaieral Crooks, who commanded 
the Pennsylvania militia. Exceptmg some other par* 
tiaan exounions of litde moment, the first campaign 
may be considered as having ended. The movements 
of General Winchester and his overwhelming defeat 
had so entirely deranged all his plans, that it was 
* Bnskwridc^i HtotoryeC ihs Late War. 
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necessary to organize a new system, and make new 
preparations for the approaching campaign. He ac- 
cordingly retomed to Ohio for the purpose of obtain- 
ing reinforcements from that State and Kentucky.* 

General Harrison had continued to flatter himself 
with the hope that he might find an opportunity dur- 
ing the winter to cairy into execution his long-cher- 
ished enterprise of attacking Fort Maiden. The bar- 
barities of Proctor had stimulated his desire, as well 
as that of his troops, to get possession of that post 
For this purpose he had ordered up all his troops in 
the rear, except such as were necessary to maintain 
the forts on the Auglaize and the St. Mary's. He 
had intended to advance against Maiden by the 15th 
of February, disperse the Indians, destroy the ship- 
ping, and establish a post near Brownstown, and re- 
main there until the weather should become suffi- 
ciently cold to freeze the lakes and swamps, so as to 
permit the artillery to be brought up. It continued 
so rainy, however, and the period for which the Ken- 
tucky and Ohio troops had engaged to serve being 
about to expire, he was reluctantly compelled to 
abandon for the season his contemplated attack upon 
Maiden. All further thoughts were now abandoned 
by the commander-in-chief of continuing a campaign 
which had virtually ended with^ the defeat of Win- 
chester. • 

« Braek«Dridg«'i Lato War. 



WILLIAM HSNBt KAIBIBON. 187 



J ^CHAPTER VIII. j 

Be70B£ following General Harrison into the next 
campaign, a bastj glance will be taken at events that 
had in the meantime transpired upon other portions 
of the theatre of war. A short time preceding the 
declaration of war, William Hall, then governor of 
the Territory of Michigan, a revolutionary officer of 
distinction, and then recently appointed a brigadier- 
general in the regular army, was placed in command 
of twelve hundred Ohio volunteers, a regiment of 
United States infantry, and some detachments of 
other regiments, with which he arrived at Detroit on 
the 5th of July, 1812. Before taking the command, 
he had received discretionary power to act offensively 
in case of war. He therefore determined on an inva- 
sion of Canada, and great preparations were made for 
the enterprise, and on the 12th of July the main body 
of the army crossed into Canada. General Hull issued 
a proclamation to the inhabitants, which induced a con- 
siderable number of them to join the American stand- 
- ard, and favorably inclined the most of them towards 
the Americans. 

Immediately after the army entered Canada, an 
expedition was sent out under Colonel M' Arthur, 
12* 
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mth the view of reconnoitering the eoontry, and on 
the 16th another, for the same purpose, under Colonel 
Cass. Both these enterprises were highly successful, 
and proved that, had the army of invasion been en- 
trusted to a bold, skilful and patriotic officer, it would 
most certainly have succeeded in subduing to our 
arms the whole of Lower Canada. Maiden, situated 
at the junction of Detroit Biver with Lake Erie, and 
then the key to that province, might have been re- 
duced with scarcely an effort. But General Hull 
remained comparatively idle at Sandwich, and the 
favorable opportunity for striking a blow that would 
have ended the war in that quarter permitted to pass 
unimproved. While waiting here for cannon in order 
to attack Maiden, news was received that Mackinac 
had been surprised and taken by the British on the 
17th of July, the garrison, through the criminal 
neglect of Hull, not even having been advised of the 
declaration of war. By the fall of this important 
post, the British were enabled to collect such a force 
at Maiden as put it out of the power of an army, un- 
der such a leader as Hull, to accomplish anything 
i^ainst it. He accordingly abandoned Canada, with 
the exception of a small detachment left to protect 
th« inhabitants who had taken up arms for the Amer- 
icans, and arrived at Detroit, where he had deter- 
mined to concentrate his force, cm the 8th of August. 
The evacuation of Canada, after so prosperous a 
parade, without accomplishing anything of real ad- 
Tamtage to our arms, created not only loud murmurs 
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»giiiii0t General Hall, but even smpieiw of ttemohttj. 
After his arriTal at Detroit, two attempts were made 
to open a oommnnication with the Biver Rai8in--oiie 
by Colonel Miller with Bix hundred men, and another 
by Colonels M* Arthur «and Cass at the head of three 
hnndred men. Colonel Miller met and was attacked 
by a saperior body of British and Indians. He, how- 
ever, defeated them, after a severe engagement, with 
great loss ; bat he was compelled to retom to Detooit, 
in Gonseqnence of the great fatigue his troops suflbred 
during the action. The other detachment set off on 
the 14th of August, six days after Colonel Miller. 

The day following the departure of Colonels Cass 
and M'Arthur, Greneral Brock, the British commander, 
dispatched two officers with a flag of truce, from 
Sandwich, demanding of HuH the immediate sur* 
render of Detroit, as the only means of preventing a 
general massacre by the Indians in his army. Hull 
replied that he was prepared to meet any force that 
could be sent against him, and was prepared to abide 
the consequence. On the return of the flag, the 
British opened a brisk fire from their batteries at 
Sandwich, which was as vigorously returned by the 
Americans. The firing wae kept up till ten o'clock 
at night, and resumed early the next morning. 

During the night the British ships of war had 
moved up the river in order to protect ihe landing of 
the troops. About ten o'clock on the morning of the 
16th of August, accordingly, the landing was efiected, 
and immediately they advanced upon the fort. The 
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Americui forces had, in the meantimei been judi- 
ciously posted, and had placed several pieces of can* 
non so advantageously as to command the approadi 
of the enemy and sweep the whole of his line as he 
advanced. The enemy, however, fearlessly advanoed, 
and all was anxiety amongst the American army, ex* 
pecting every moment that the fire would commence, 
when General Hull, to the mortification, amazement 
and indignation of his whole army, ordered a whig 
flag to be hoisted and the firing to be suspended. The 
firing from the British side also was immediately sus- 
pended. A treaty was at once entered into, and 
terms of capitulation agreed to by Hull, by which the 
whole territory, with all the American forts, and De- 
troit, with all the American troops, public stores, and 
everything else of a public nature, as well as the de- 
taclunent under Colonels M'Arthur and Cass, who 
were absent, were surrendered to the British* By 
this shameful surrender, twenty-five pieces of iron and 
eight pieces of brass ordinance, the latter taken from 
Burgoyne, just thirty-five years before, fell into the 
hands of the British, also twenty-five hundred mus- 
kets and rifles, and a large quantity of ammunition. 
General Hull was tried by a court-martial on a charge 
of treason, imbecility and cowardice. He was vir- 
tually acqmtted of treason, and sentenced to be shot 
on the other charges, though he was recommended to 
mercy in consideration of his revolutionary services. 
The sentence was remitted by the President, but his 
name stricken from the rolls of the army. 
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This event, cm> disgraceftil to our arms, and so 
moitifyiBg to oor national pride, was receiyed with 
ene bnrst of indignation throughout the whole Union, 
and an army at once sprung up at the West, almost 
as if by magic, determined to avenge their lost friends 
and retrieye their tarnished honor. This army, as 
has been seen, was placed under the command of 
Goyemor Harrison. 

The American forces on the frontier were sta- 
tioned at Flattsburgh, under General Bloomfield; at 
Bnffiftlo under General Smith, and at Sacket's Har- 
bor and Black Bock and Ogdensburgh — ^the whole 
being under the conmiand of Greneral Dearborn. The 
militia of the State of New York, under General Van 
Bensselaer, amounting to three thousand five hundred, 
were stationed at Lewistown. Owing to an armistice 
that had been entered into between General Dearborn 
and Sir Gteorge Proyost, it was late in the season be- 
fore any moyement of importance was made by either 
commander. The time was therefore employed by 
the American officers in drilling and disciplining their 
troops and in preparing for actiye serrice. 

As the season for military operations was now so 
far adyanoed that the militia began to display great 
impatience and anxiety to be led against the enemy, 
General Yan Bensselaer, therefore, determined to 
make an attack upon Queenstown, a British post, situ- 
ate on the Canada side of the Niagara Biyer, directly 
opponte his quarters at Lewistown. The attempt 
was to be made on the 18th of October. The troops 
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were to cross over in two dmnonB, one nadar tho 
comraand of Colonel Solomon Van Rensselaer, and 
the other ond^ lieutenant Colonel Chryatie; bnt, 
owing to a deficiency of boats, only a portion of 
each detachment eonld pass over; and even sach as 
could be procnred did not all reach the (Opposite aide. 
The attack, however, was immediately commenced by 
the troops who succeeded in landing, and tiiie enemy 
gradually gained ground in front of Colonel Van 
Rensselaer. He, as well as Colonel Fenwick, had 
both been so severely wounded as to be omnpelled to 
quit the field. Each company now fosght on his own 
responsibility, there being no one entitled to com- 
mand. The enemy, however, w^re soon driven from 
the great height, called the ^^ mountain," having pre- 
viously carried a battery in their ascent. The enemj 
fled precipitately to Queenstown, where they were 
met and rallied by General Brock. He instantly led 
them to the diarge, but when at the distance of an 
hundred paces, fell mortally wounded. His troops 
were again dispersed. 

At this momavt Lieutenant Coldnd Winfield Scott 
arrived on the heights^ having been ordered over to 
take the command of the whole force. Creneral 
Wadsworth claimed to command the ndUtia, however, 
and he was therefore only permitted to command the 
regular troops, (mly about two hundred and thirty, in 
all. But with this small force he made pr(»Bpt ar- 
rangements for meeting the enemy. Widi the assist- 
anee of Captain Totten, of the engineers, Colonel 
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Beott drcFw «p liis men in 1^ most jndioieiif tnumer. 
His position was the strongest that ooold be diosen, 
sad so selected, that be could protect the boats as they 
landed from the other side with additional troops, and 
iJso receire the enemy at llie best advantage. 

The iring in the mormng had attracted the atten- 
tion of the British garrison at Fort Qeorge and the 
Indians collected there. The Indians, amoonting to 
fofor hundred strong, arrived first at die scene of ac- 
tion, and a sharp conflict at once ensued. Colonel 
Scott received the «[iemy with his regnlars in gallant 
style, and routed diem with conriderable loss. He 
pursued them as far as the main design of protecting 
the landing of troops would permit, and then resumed 
his position. On account of their great superiority, 
the enemy was induced to renew the attack. He 
drove in the picketo and forced his way into the 
midst of the American camp. All was now confu- 
sion. Defeat and massacre seemed abnost inevitable. 
At this critical momrat, Colonel Scott, who had been 
everywhere in the diickest of the fight, stimulating 
his men by his presence and example, by great exer- 
tions brought the retreating line to stand to face the 
enemy. They at once caught the spirit of their brave 
and chivalrous leader. With a burst of ^ithusiasm, 
as sudden as the panic of the moment before, ihe line 
charged upon their pursuers with such impetuous zeal, 
and the movement was so instantaneous with all, that 
the enemy at once broke and fled in confusion, leaving 
a considerable numb^ of dead and wounded on the 
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field. They were pursoed ft ocmfliderable distance. 
In these affkifs the tniUtia, with indiyidual ezoeptioiUy 
behaved yery badly, and indeed with little else than 
cowardice.* 

Having been so frequently defeated by a greatly 
inferior forccy the Indians and light troops were re- 
solved to await the arrival of the garrison from Fort 
Oeorge, already in sight, and unonnting to nearly 
nine hundred strong, under general Sheaffe* Informa- 
tion was at the same time brought to Colonel Bcott that 
no aid was to be expected from Lewistown. General 
Van Rensselaer had done everything in his power to 
induce the militia to go to the assistance of their gal- 
lant countoymen on the other side. But the sight of 
Cteneral Sheaffe's reinforconent excited in their minds 
the liveliest constitutional seniles. Nothing could 
induce them to relinquish their constitutional rights 
by setting their feet on foreign soil. The sight of 
their countrymen being cut down, <me after another, 
for want of the aid they had the power to give them, 
had no other influence than to strengthen their deter- 
mination not to hazard their own lives. 

It was now discovered that retreat was as impos- 
sible as suceor was hopeless, as the boats were all on 
the American side. The gallant Scott, therefore, and 
his brave littie army, resolved to receive the enemy 
on the ground they occupied, and that if any of them 
survived it would be time enough to surrender. The 
British general approached to the attack with great 
I *FNNrt'tBookoftbsAzBr. 
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esntioii, finding that such an enemy as he had to meet 
were not to be easily ssbdued, eren by a force tiiree 
times as large. He feared, too, that the small body 
he saw in view of American troops were only a small 
fmxp of the army he had to enconnter, and designed 
to decoy him to his min. At length, howeyer, the 
conflict commenced. The action was sharp, bloody 
and desperate, and continued for nearly half an honr* 
The Americans being nearly smrrouDided on eyery 
Bide, and finding longer resistance against snch fearfnl 
odds Utile else than madness, surrendered prisoners 
of war. 

Throngfa this whole engagement, in each of the 
fierce contests with the enmny. Colonel Scott fought 
with desperate braT^ry, thoiigh he acted with the 
coolness and discretion of a veteran. He exposed 
Mb perso#!n the most fearless manner in every qoar- 
ter where the fire was the thickest and the danger 
the greatest Being in fall uniform, his remarkably 
tall and commanding person was obsenrable towering 
fiir above all others, and was singled out as a mark 
by the enemy's sharp shooters. He was advised by a 
brother oflioer to throw aside his miifbrm, or cover it 
so as to escape observation. ^*No," said he, smiling, 
^ I win die in my robes." Captain Lawrence fell by 
has side, dangerously wonnded, immediately after. 
When the action was over uid tiie Americans had 
surrendered tiiemselves prisoners of war, an Indian 
came up to Colonel Scott, and, attentively sorveying 
him^ said, '^Bair, yon are not bora to be shot— so 
18 
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ntasj tunes — (holding np all tho fingers of hoik baads, 
to indieate ten)— to many times have I leveled and 
fired my rifle at yon." From Queenstown Colonel 
Seofct yma B«it to Quebee* In about a month aftw 
he embarked for Boi^n, and was exchanged in the 
fcdlowing January. 

In the engagranent the Americans, especially the 
regolara who were actnally in the batde, aoted with a 
gallantry that reflected tlie highest credit on them- 
selves and on their country. Bui for the cowardice 
of the militia in refusing to cross the river, die resolt 
would have been quite different. The most of them 
wlio cSd participate in the action behaved with great 
coolness and bravery. The loss of the Americans ia 
the battle was beHeved to be foU one thousand in 
kiUsd, wounded and prisoners^ The loss of the Brit- 
ish is not kaown^ thoa^ it must have been^ery con- 
siderable, as they yrete twice repulsed. 

Soon after the battle of Queenstown, General Van 
Rensselaer resigned his commission, and Greneral 
Smith was appointed to succeed him in his command. 
Another invasion was inrojected by Genwal Smith, 
and great promises mads to the ^^men of New York." 
If they would come to his standard in his coatem* 
plated invasMA of Cs&iada^ they were assured that they 
shoidd have an opportunity not only to cover them- 
selves with glory and renown, but of retrieving the 
tiffnished honor of the country, which he believed to 
have been very seriously wounded by the previous 
£Hbua.uttdec U$ yaodo Q C Sio r * After a lai^e number 
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of Tolunteers kad been collected by tliese bright 
mons o{ fame and fortune, and the most imposing 
fmpantioMB made for the conquest of Ganadbk, the 
troops haying been tviee actoaJlj embarked in the 
boats for the great enterprise, the whole magnificent 
expedition iras suddenly abandoned, the troops or- 
dered to be viAdrawn firom the beats and to go into 
irint^r quarters. This enterprise, terminating thus 
mifortonately to the country, and dishonorably to a 
portion of the militia and to General Smith, ended 
the operations of the ^^ Army of the Centre," as the 
batde of Queenstown began them, to the equal dis- 
honor of another portion of the miHtia, thoi^h to the 
wetUating renown of Cokmel Scott and the offieera 
and men under his command* Two yeais after, the 
same gallant ofiber, on the same field of battle, added 
new laurels to his own fame, and did much to wipe 
out whatever of disgrace to their country there was 
in his previoua defeat. 

While many of our operations by land during ^ 
first campaign brought but little honor and less ad- 
vantage to the nation, our naval exploits CMi be 
pomted to with pride and exultation by every patri- 
otic American. Our victories at sea, while they did 
much to inspire confidence and hope at home amongst 
oiffselvea, also did more to humble the pride, if not 
to destroy the confidence, of our haughty enemy, in 
their boasted invincibility in what they claimed as 
their native element* The capture of the frigate 
''Guerriere," one of the fiaei* vesMtb in the Sritish 
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natj, bj the ^^ Constitution," Commodore Hall, after 
an action of only thirty minntee, was probably the 
severest blow to the national yanity of England that 
she had ever received, either on land or by sea. It 
is doubtful whether even her overwhelming defeat at 
New Orleans, at a subsequent period, produced so 
deep a feeling of mortification as the capture of one 
of their favorite frigates. This was more particularly 
the case, as the ^^ Guerriere" had been sent out to re- 
venge the insult to the ''Little Belt." This action 
took place on the 19th of September, 1812. The 
'' Guerriere" was so much shattered, that a few broad- 
sides must have sunk her, and it was impossible to 
carry her into port : she was therefore blown up the 
day after the action. Her loss was fifteen killed and 
sixty-three wounded ; while the ''Constitution" had 
only seyen killed and seven wounded. The joy which 
this brilliant achievement produced throughout the 
United States was only equalled by the depression 
and chagrin produced by the same result in England. "^ 

* The following ftcoount of the oaptore of the " Gaenriere/' 
irhieh wm oommimieated to the New York JBvouh^ PoH hj ea 
American gentleman who waa a |nrison«r en board that Teasel dur- 
ing the action, will be found to be excitingly intereating, and to 
deserre a place amongst the hiatorical records of the country : — 

Ha^ng been an American prisoner on board the *' Guerriere,** 
daring the fhmons battle between that frigate and the United 
States frigate " Constatntion," I pn^se giving yon an aooovni of 
that important action which took place in Jane, 1812. 

About two weeks prerious to the engagement, I left Boston in 
an American ship, which was captured by the ** Ouerriere " some 
tfe days bstoe she IMIin with the "ConsHtotJoa " 
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Almost immediately «fter this Tietory of tbe ^^ Con- 
stitution,'' news was received of the oi^tiire of the 

It was about ten o'clock in the morning when the " Constitu- 
tion*' was discoTered. The *^ Gnerriere" hove to, to enable her to 
come up. Ab the « Constltatio&" neared us. Captain Dacres 
handed ma Ida glass, and asked what I took her to be. Mj re^ 
waa, "She looks like a fHgate." Very soon she came within 
reach of the long gnns of the <* Guerriere," which were fired, but 
with no effect, as the sea ran high. The <* Constitution" made no 
reply, but, as I saw, was manceuyring for a position, daring whieh 
Captain Hacres said to me, ** Do you think she is going to strike 
without firing 7 " I repUed, «• I think not» Sir." 

At this moment, seeing a seyere contest was about commeoo^ 
ing, in which I could take no part, being only a prisoner, I raised 
my hat to Captain Bacares, and aakl to him — *' With your permit* 
uon, str, I will go below, as I can take no part" « eertaiolyi'' 
said he, <« and you had better go into the oock-pit ; and should ua^ 
of our men chance to get wounded, I shall feel obliged if you will 
asmst the surgeons in dressing them. <* Certainly, sir," said I, 
and then descended into the cock-pit Theve were the sargeons, 
sad surgeons' mates, and attendants, sitting round a long table, 
o:)Tered with instruments sad all aeeeesaries for dressing the 
wounded, as still as a funeral. Within one moment after my foot 
left the lower round of the ladder, the '* Constitntion" gave that 
double broadside, which tlurew all in the eook<^t oyer in a heijp 
on the opporite side of tiie ship. 

For a moment it appeared as if heaven and earth had atruek 
together ; a more tenrifie shock eanaot be imagined. Before those 
in the cock-pit had adjusted themselves, the blood nm down from 
tbe deck as freely as if a wash^^tab Ml had been turned over, and 
^tanily the dead, wounded, and dying, were handed down as 
rapidly as men oould pass them, till the ooek-pit was filled, with 
kardly room for the surgeons to work. Midshipmen were handed 
down with one leg, some with one am, and others wounded. in 
•Imost every shape and eoaditiiub Jkn offiaer, who was on the 
table having his arm amputated, wenld ting out to a eomrade 
18* 
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BritiBh doop of ww, ^^ Alert," by Commodore Porter, 
of the '< Essex." Following fast upon the heels of 

ooming down woimded—- « Well, Bhipmate, how goes the battle?'' 
another would utter eome joke, that would make OTen the dying 
amile ; and lo eonatant and freely were the playful remarks from 
the maimed and even dying, that I almost doubted my own senses. 
Indeed, all this was crowded into a spaoe of not over fifteen or 
twenty minutes before the firing ceased. I then went upon deck, 
and what a soene was presented, and how changed in so short a 
time. 

The *• Constltation" looked perfectly fresh; and eren at this 
time, those on board the " Querriere" did not know what ship 
had fought them. On the other hand, the *' Guemere " was a 
mere rolling log, almost entirely at the mercy of the sea. Her 
colors all shot away, her main-mast and misen-mast both gone hj 
the board, and her fore-mast standing by the mere honey-comb 
the shot had made. Captain Daores stood, with his officers, sur- 
Tcying the scene all, all in the most perfect astonishment At 
this moment, a boat was seen putting off from the hostile ship for 
the ** Guerriere." As soon as within speaking distance, a young 
gentleman (Midshipman Beed, now Commodore Reed) hailed and 
Mid— >«* I wish to see the officer in command of the ship." At this. 
Captain Dacres stepped forward, and answered. Midshipman 
Reed then said—'* Commodore Hull's compliments, and wishes to 
know if you haTC struck your flag?" At this. Captain Dacres 
appeared amased, but reooTcring liimself, and looking up and 
down, he deliberately replied, <* Well, I don't know— our missen- 
mast is gone, our main-mast is gone— and, upon the whole, you 
may say we hare struck our flag I ** 

«< Commodore Hull's compliments, and wishes to know if you 
need the ass is ta nc e of a surgeon or surgeon'^ mate?" Captain 
Dacres replied : '* Well, I should suppose you had on board your 
own ship business enough for all your medical officers." Midship- 
man Reed replied, " O, no, we have only iCTen wounded, and they 
were dressed half an hour ago." 

G^tiin Dmtm thsn twaad to n^ da^ affsetwi, and said. 
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this victory, followed those of the " United States^" 
oyer the '^Macedonian," and of the "Wasp" over 

" Hov hftTO onr aitiuktioiis boen niddeiiljr xtrersed ? You am now 
free, mnd I % prisoner." 

AH the boats of both ships were now put in requisition to re- 
moTe the wounded on board the " Constitntion ;" so dreadAil waa 
Hm condition of many of them that two days were nearly eon- 
smaed in the removal, after which the ** Quer ri ere" waa bnraed» 
with all her stores, armament, &o. The •< Constitation," hsTlng 
recently come out of port, had no room to take scarcely an artide. 

Who can imagine the joy I experienced in finding myself again 
wilder American colors — or the pride I felt at finding, from Com- 
modore Hall down to the most hnmble man on boards an entire 
absence of erwything Hke a boastftil or eren a triumpliant look at 
their wonderAil rictory. Captain Dacres kept his state-room till 
we arrired in port Abont two hundred of his men were neces- 
sarily ironed, as the ship was so crowded. Charles Morris (now 
Commodore), the first oificer of the "Constitntion,* had a ball 
threagh his body, and for several days his recoTcry was doabtfol 
— Hiuring which he sent for me to come to his room ; and I well 
remember his perfect unconcern for himself, although the surgeon 
had apprised him of his danger. ETery courtesy and kindness 
was by Captain Hull and his officers extended to their prisoners. 

On Sunday, about noon, the " Constitution'' anriTed in Boston 
hsfbor. I was sent on shore in the boat. The harbor between 
the ship and wharres was now coTered with boats to learn the 
news. To the first boat that we neared we hailed, " The ' Consti- 
tution' has captured the < Gnerriere.' " Instantly, the two men in 
the boat took off thmr hats, and riolently struck them on the side 
of the boat, and rising, gaTO cheer upon cheer. They hailed other 
boats, and thus the afar was rent with cheers, and the rictory 
passed along unHl it reached the wharf, and then spread like wild- 
fire all OTcr the city and country. 

It is now nearly forty years since the transaction of that day 
proved to the Americans that British frigates were not inrindUt. 
Who eaa remember that day irithoal feeling a ^w of pride, that 
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the British brig ''Frolic/' the first of ivhich took 
place on the 25th of October, and the other on the 
20th of the same month. When the "Frolic" sur- 
rendered, she had but four of her crew alive on deck. 
She had thirty-eight killed and fifty wounded. On 
board the "Wasp** there were but five killed and five 
wounded. This was the most decisive action fought 
during the war, and was more fatal to the enemy in 
proportion to the number engaged. On board the 
" Macedonian" there were thirty-six killed and sixty- 
eight wounded, while the "United Stat^" lost but 
five in killed and seven wounded. In addition to 
these victories, so mortifying to British arrogance, 
they had to submit to another quite as humiliating to 
their pride. This was the capture of the British 
frigate "Java" by the "Constitution," Commodore 
Bainbridge, on the 29th of December. The "Java" 
carried forty-nine guns, and had on board, when cap- 
tured, four hundred soldiers and one hundred seamen, 
whom she was carrying out to the East Indies. She 
had on board, also, despatches of an important char- 
acter for St. Helena, the Cape of Good Hope, and for 
their different establishments in the East Indies and 

80 early in the war, and in a manner so unpretending, a victory 
to perfect ahoald have been achieved I I write this statement 
without notes, but believe it to be, in the main, accurate. 

In justice to Captain Dacres, I add, that there was none of 
the boasting on his part, before the action, which has to him been 
attributed, as he did not know the ship tiU Midshipman Reed an- 
Bounoed her name and commander. ■ • ^ 

0. W. 
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China, besides the Goyeroor of Bombaj, and a large 
niunber of officers, civil, militarj and naval. The 
** Gonstitation" had nine men killed and twenty-five 
wounded. The killed on board the ''Java" were 
sixty, and one hundred and twenty wounded. The 
capture of the "Java" was of little if of any less im- 
portance than the capture of the "Guerriere," by the 
same ship. The conduct of all the officers of the 
*' Constitution" towards their prisoners was as remark- 
able for its humanity and courtesy as it had been 
during the action for courage and good conduct, and 
they received the public acknowledgments of the Gov- 
ernor of Bombay, Lieutenant General Halsop, upon 
their arrival at St. Salvador. 

The exploits of some of the American privateers 
were little less humiliating to British pride, and grati- 
fying to the American people, than those of our legit- 
imate naval ships. One of the first to sail was the 
'* Atlas," commanded by Captain Mofiat, who on the 
8rd of August fell in with two armed ships, and, after 
a severe action, captured them both. The " Dolphin," 
Captain Endicot, in the course of a few weeks, cap* 
tured fifteen ships of the enemy, but had the mortifi- 
cation to be captured herself by an English squadron. 
The achievements of Commodore Barney, who sailed 
from Baltimore, carried destruction throughout the 
British merchant trade, and did more injury to her 
commerce than it had received for years before frpm 
French cruisers. These repeated disasters^ carried 
consternation throughout the British nation, as our 
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privateers had throughout her commerce. Its signu 
Jication was more terrible to England than the defeat 
of her ships of war or the min to her trade, for it told 
her that omnipotence upon the seas was about to be 
destroyed. 

\ 
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♦ CHAPTER IX. I 

It has already been stated that, after the temuna* 
tion of the campaign, General Harrison had gone to 
Cincinnati for the purpose of procnring a reinforce- 
ment from that State and Eentncky. Earlj in ihe 
springy while prosecuting this object, he receiyed in- 
formation that the British were making extensive 
preparations and concentrating a large force of regu- 
lar soldiers, Canadians and Indians, for the purpose 
of laying siege to Fort Meigs. In consequence of 
this intelligence, he immediately returned to that post 
and commenced the most energetic and judicious ar- 
rangements to be prepared for the threatened attack. 

As the new levies had not arrived, the Pennsylva- 
nia brigade, although its term of service had expired, 
generously volunteered for the defence of F<Nrt Meigs. 
His arrival had inspired the troops with fresh confi- 
dence, and strong hopes were rekindled in all hearts 
that an opportunity would soon be presented them, 
not only of avenging their murdered countrymen at 
ihe River Baisin, but vindicating the honor and es- 
tablishing the supremacy of the American arms. 

Fort Meigs was ^tnate4 9n 9^ rising ground, a few 
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hundred yards from the river, on both sides of which 
the country was chiefly natural meadows.^ The gar- 
rison was amply supplied with the means of defence, 
and Harrison labored night and day to improve its 
capacity for resisting the anticipated attack. With 
the assistance of Captains Wood and Gratiot, his 
principal engineers, his fortifications were so improved 
and strengthened, that he felt confident of being able 
successfully to resist any force that could be brought 
against him. The troops in the fort were in excellent 
spirits, and determined to defend themselves to the 
last. 

On the 28th of April, one of the parties of obser- 
vation, that was constantly kept out for the purpose of 
discovering the advance of the enemy, returned with 
Information that the enemy were in great force only 
about three miles distant* Shortly after a few Brit- 
ish and Indians made their appearance on the oppo- 
site side of the river, but a few shots from an eighteen 
pounds soon compelled them to disperse. 

General Harrison now determined to dispatch an 
express to General Clay, commanding the Kentucky 
reinforcements, amounting to twelve hundred militia, 
to hasten his march. For the discharge .of this dan- 
gerous and responsible duty, requiring an intimate 
knowledge of the country and great intrepidity and 
firmness, he selected Captain William Oliver. These 
qualities he possessed in an eminent degree. He was 
accompanied by one Indian and one white man, and 
* Bnokenridge. 
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perfoimed the hazardous duty assigned him with sig- 
nal snccesSy having found him at Fort Winchester^ 
and urged upon him the importance of forwarding the 
reinforcement with all possible dispatch. 

For three days after the enemy was first discov- 
ered in the vicinity of the fort, he was occupied in se- 
lecting a suitable position for^erecting his batteries, 
from whence he might the more successfully annoy it. 
Their labors were greatly impeded, however, by the 
brisk fire that was kept up upon them by General 
Harrison during the day. On the first of May they 
had succeeded in mounting their batteries, and they im- 
mediately commenced a heavy fire upon the fort from 
several of their guns. No material injury, however, 
was done on either side, though General Harrison made 
a narrow escape, a ball having struck a bench on 
which he was sitting. On the following morning, af- 
ter the fort had been fully invested, the commander- 
in-chief issued a general order to his troops, appealing 
to their patriotism in the most eloquent terms. ~ He 
closed by saying, — ^' Can the citizens of a free coun- 
try, who have taken up arms to defend its rights, 
think of submitting to an army composed of merce- 
nary soldiers, reluctant Canadians, goaded to the 
field by the bayonet, and of wretched naked savages? 
Can the breast of an American soldier, when he casts 
his eyes to the opposite shore, the scene of his coun- 
try's triumphs over the savage foe, be influenced by 
any other feelings than those of glory ? Is not this 
army composed of the same materials with that which 
14 
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fought And conqnered under the immortal WajneT 
Tes, fellow-Boldiers, jour general sees yonr coonten* 
ances beam with the same fire that he witnessed on 
that glorious occasion; and although it would be the 
height of presumption to compare himself to that 
hero, he boasts of being that hero's pupil. To your 
posts, then, fellow-soldiers, and remember that the 
eyes of your country are upon you/' 

By the time the enemy were prepared to open their 
batteries upon the fort, the American troops had com- 
pleted a grand tower, about twelve feet high, upon a 
base of twenty feet, three hundred yards long, on the 
most elevated ground, through the middle of the camp^ 
calculated to ward off the shot from the enemy's bat. 
teries* Orders were given f<Hr all the tents in front 
to be instantly moved into the rear, which was effected 
in a few moments. The enemy's efforts, therefore, to 
bombard and cannonade the American lines was en- 
tirely thwarted, and all their immense labor in erect- 
ing their batteries was rendered useless. The on- 
bankment of earth behind which our troops now re- 
tired entirely obscured the whole army, while it served 
as a perfect protection against the British fire. Not 
a tent nor a soldier was to be seen ; but, notwith- 
standing the futility of the attempt, Proctor still kept 
up a tremendous fire upon the fort, and continued it 
for five days, at great expense of powder and ball, 
but little injury to the American troops, only one man 
being killed and fonr wounded during the whole time. 

On the 8rd of May, Ptoctor sent a flag to the fort 
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by Msjor Chmtobera, and very coolly Bumtnoned Gcn- 
erml Harrison to surrender. Chambers assured him 
that the great anxiety of the British commander, in 
thus sammoning him to surrender, was to spare the 
eAttion of hmnan blood ! and that his force was so 
nmnerons, that it would be impossible to withstand it* 
He also assured him that, nnless the Americans at 
onoe Borrendered at discretion, and throw themselves 
wpoB the tender mercies of the author of the but- 
cheries at the River Raisin, they might expect to be 
UMliseriminately massacred in cold blood. 

As might have been expected, from the character 
for courage and gallantry which Oeneral Harrison 
had acquired and so well sustained, this insolent sum- 
mons was treated with the contempt anything from 
tke iniamous doctor so well deserved. He, as well 
as every officer and soldier under his command, pre- 
ferred instant death to the ignominy of surrendering 
to such a monster^ even if they had any fkith in his 
preouses of protection. But they had none. He 
had already forfeited his honor, as well as all 
dainw to die reepect of mankind, for his infamous 
barbarities. To look for mercy at the bands of a 
man who had thus outraged every principle of troth 
aiki every feeling of humanity, required a decree of 
credulity tiiat his conduct had not insi^red in Cbnecal 
Harrison. 

He expressed his surprise at the demand, espe- 
cially under the ciroumstmces in which it was made, 
loMskg upon it^ as an inteiitional Mmii on the fmtt of 
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Proctor. This, however, Major Chambers disclaimed 
in behalf of the British commander, but intimated to 
him at the same time that he was in sufficient force to 
compel his demand. To this General Harrison re- 
plied, that he believed he had very correct informa- 
tion as to Proctor's force, and that it was not such as 
to create the least apprehension for the result of the 
contest, whatever shape he might thereafter be pleased 
to give to it. He desired Major Chambers to assure 
him, however, that the fort would never be ttir- 
rendered to him, and that should it fall into his hands, 
it would be in a manner calculated to do him more 
honor and to give him a larger claim upon the grati- 
tude of his government than any capitulation could 
possibly do. 

Finding how little he had to hope, either from his 
threats or from the force of his arms, the siege was 
renewed with redoubled vigor, and the firing was 
kept up on both sides with great energy^ The savages 
even mounted into the tops of trees with the object 
of firing down into the fort, and by this means sso- 
ceeded in killing and wounding several men. (General 
Harrison now began to feel the most anxious solici- 
tude to receive intelligence of the approach of (ren- 
oral Clay, to whom, it will be recollected, he had 
some days before dispatched a special express for the 
purpose of urging him to forward the Kentucky vol- 
unteers with all possible speed. But his anxiety was 
soon to be relieved, for late in the night of the 4tK 
of May, a small party under Major Trimble and Cap- 
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tain OliTer, reached the fort, with the gratifying in- 
formation that (General Glaj was but a few miles 
above the Rapids, with a considerable reinforcement. 

Immediately upon receiving this intelligence, Gen- 
eral Harrison dispatched orders to him, requesting 
liim to detach eight hundred men for the purpose of 
landing on the other side and attacking the enemy's 
latteries. In the meantime, he embraced the favora- 
We opportunity given by the timely arrival of Gen- 
eral Clay's reinforcements, for completing the ar- 
rangements for a sortie he had planned some time 
before. The sortie was designed to be made upon the 
side of the fort commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 
BiGller, of the nineteenth United States infantry, 
simultaneously with the attack to be made upon the 
enemy's batteries by the detachment under Colonel 
Dudley, from General Clay's reinforcement. The at- 
tack was admirably planned, and should it prove suc- 
cessful, the enemy would be compelled to raise the 
siege immediately. The duty assigned to Colonel Dud- 
ley was executed with ability, and he landed his men in 
good order. He then advanced at once to the enemy's 
cannon, and with such determined bravery, that four 
of their batteries were carried almost instantly, and 
the British regulars and Indians were at once put to 
flight. 

The victory of Colonel Dudley seemed to be 
complete and decisive ; but it was soon turned into a 
defeat. A large body of Indians, tinder the cele- 
brated Tecumthe, wwre on their route to the British 
14* 



l&t fmm un ot 

€$mfj when tlie j met the fagitives wbom Dudley hftd 
•o Mgnallj beaten. Thus body was imiBediately er- 
dered to form an ambnah, and to await the approach 
of the Americans, while a few Indians w«re to act as 
decoys. After having executed his orders, Colonal 
Dudley ordered a retreat; but his men, fludied with 
victory, and desirous of avenging their murdered fel- 
low«soldier8 at Frenchtown, pushed on in pursuit of 
the flying foe with an impetuosity that nothing could 
resist. Their commander attempted in vain to check 
their headlong career, and even threatened than, with 
summary punishment, but without effect, and in a few 
moments they found themselves drawn into the snare 
that had been set tor them, surrounded by a force 
three times their number. A dreadful battle now en- 
sued, in which the Kentuduans fought with their 
usual desperate courage; but they were fighting 
against tremendous odds, both in numbers and posi- 
tion, and were finally slaughtered, with the exception 
of one hundred and fifty, who succeeded in making 
their escape. Colonel Dudley, in attempting to cut 
his way through the enemy to the river, was killed, 
having fought with great gallantry throughout the 
Uoody engagements.* 

The misfortune that befel Colonel Dudley in some 
measure disconcerted the plan of the sortie under 
Colonel Miller, though it did not deter him from sal- 
lying forth at the head of three hundred men and as- 
saulting the whde of the British works, manned by 
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tluree bmidrad and fifty regulars and five liiindred I&- 
diaas. In thifl attack, which vas made with an im- 
petnofltty that overcame every obetacle, he drove the 
enemy from their principal batteries, spiked their can- 
non, and retomed to the fort with forty-two prison- 
ers. When the great disparity of force between the 
Americans and British, luid the advantageous posi- 
tion of the enemy are conndered, the sortie of Colonel 
Miller must be looked npon as one of the most sno- 
cessfal and gallant actions of the whole war. Every 
man fought with the eonrage of a hero, and indeed 
every man made himself m hero by his noble eon- 
dnet. 

The attack was commenced against the Canadians 
and Indians by Major Alexander's battalion, and was 
followed by.Colonel Miller in a galluit and irresisti- 
ble diarge against the British regulars* Amongst 
the (Acers in these two attacks were Captains Creg- 
han, Langham, Bradford and Waring, and Lienten- 
•nts (Srwynne and CampbelL A company of Ken- 
tnckians, commanded by Captain Lebree^ who had 
distingoished himself at Frenchtown, won new honors 
by their brave conduct in this galknt action.* 

. Though Colonel Dudley was finaUy defeated by 
being drawn into an ambush, the complete success of 
his attack upon the British batteries, and Colonel 
Miller's equally successful sortie, had taught Proctor 
a profitable lesson, and proved to him that, in any- 
thing like an equal contest, the Americans were more 
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than ft match for his blood-thirstj allies and his almost 
equally ferocious regulars. He was therefore quite 
willing for a cessation of hostilities, which took place 
for the three days following the sortie. Flags fre- 
quently passed between the besiegers and the besieged 
during this temporary calm, and arrangements were 
entered into for the exchange of prisoners. Tecum- 
the agreed to release his claims to the persons taken 
by the Indians, provided some Wyandots, to the num- 
ber of forty, were delivered up. Proctor also pro- 
mised to furnish a list of the killed, wounded and 
prisoners; but he again forfeited his word; the pro- 
mise was never fulfilled.* 

Thus terminated this siege at the end of thirteen 
days. It had not only reflected honor on General 
Harrison and his brave little army, and the Ameri- 
can character, but convinced the butcher Proctor that, 
whatever victims he might thenceforth procure to feed 
his own and the appetites of his savage auxiliaries 
upon, he must fight for, and that they would be dearly 
purchased. His speedy retreat from Fort Meigs, af- 
ter all his vaunted parade and impudent threats, were 
as disgraceful to his generalship, and as mortifying 
to his vanity, as his previous butcheries of defenceless 
men and his Want of truth were dishonorable to him 
as a soldier and a gentleman. 

The loss of the Americans in the fort was eighty- 
one killed and one hundred and eighty-nine wounded, 
seventy of whom were Kentucky volunteers. This 
* Brftokenridge. 
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does not Include the killed and wounded under Colonel 
Dudley. The force under Proctor was reported at five 
hundred and fifty regulars, eight hundred militia, and 
fifteen hundred Indians, — the latter of whom fought 
with great courage, frequently saving their allies from 
total destruction. 

After the cessation of hostilities, the savages re- 
turned to their homes, in accordance with an almost 
universal custom, and in spite of all the influence Te- 
cumthe could exert. Proctor was so much weakened 
by this defection of his allies, that he was compelled 
precipitately to retreat, and to leave behind him, in 
his haste to make his escape, many valuable articles. 

In reflecting upon the siege of Fort Meigs, a ju- 
dicious writer* expresses the opinion that it was for- 
tunate for the American cause that the enterprise of 
General Proctor against that fort was delayed so 
long. Had he been ready to sail as soon as the lake 
became navigable, and so timed his movements as to 
arrive at the fort during the first week in April, im- 
mediately after the last militia of the winter campaign 
had been discharged, and before General Harrison 
arrived with reinforcements, he must have succeeded 
against that post. The garrison was then left very 
weak, being considerably less than five hundred effec- 
tive men. The works, too, were then very incomplete, 
and entirely too large for that of soldiers successfully 
to defend, as the fortified camp included seven or 
eight acres of land. 

^STAfee. 
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The oaptiare of Fort Meigs .wonld liaye been m 
most serious loss to the country, as it contained nearly ^ 
aU the artiUerj and military stores of the north- 
western army, besides a large amonnt of provisions. 
G^eneral Harrison repeatedly pressed upon the atten- 
tion of the goTemment, during the winter, the neces- 
sity of preparing a force to take the place of the 
militia then in service. But instead of this, the new 
Secretary of War, John Armstrong, who had been 
appointed to that office the preceding February, in 
place of William Eustis, at the critical moment when 
the last of those troops were disbanded, restricted 
General Harrison to the use of regulars, which were 
gtiU to be levied in a country where it was ahnoet im- 
possible to raise a regiment of rq^ulars through the 
whole year. Without the aid of the Ohio and Ken- 
tucky militiai which the general called into service 
without the authority and contrary to the views of the 
War Department, it is highly probable that the im- 
portant post at the Bapids would have fallen into the 
hands of Proctor, and the bloody scenes of French- 
town been re-enacted. 
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i CHAPTEB X. 

Wns tke Taiatoig ef the aege of Fort Mdigt wave 
ioi^nded oSmmte op«r»tioB0 on both aideB for • om- 
sidev»bb time* The troops were to semain at th*t 
poet and Upper SeadiiBky ut3 the oompletion of the 
aavBl pr^MratioAB on I^ko Brie, wUohwere then in 
s eoneiderable state of fonrard»ees* Without the 
oommaBd of that lake, little of conseqiieMe oc^d be 
aoeottpUshed, aad any attempt either to reoorer De- 
troit or snbdae Matden, objeots whioh General Har- 
rison as well as the gOYoroment had arach at heart, 
wonU be worse than nselofls, while it was in the bands 
of the enemy. I%f troops, therefore, must neeeasarify 
remain in a state of inactivity a great part of the 
sommw, awaiting the completion of the fleet designed 
to co-operate with the army in those farorite ob- 
jeots. 

While awaiting this event, ihcrrftn^e, Oeneral 
Harrison retomed to f ranLHngton for the purpose 
of organizing the forces which were to be concen- 
trated at that place. In the conrse of the snmmef , 
deputies firom the Tsrious Indian tribes residing in 
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OhiOy and from some of those in ihe territories of In- 
diana and Illinois, waited npon him at Franklingtou, 
and Yolnnteered their services for the campaign into 
Canada. It had been the general policy of the gov- 
ernment not to employ any of the friendly Indians in 
the service of the United States. The only ezcepti<m to 
this human policy was in employing a small body under 
the command of the celebrated Logan, a nephew of Te^ 
cumthe. But the advice to them to remain neutral 
could not be comprehended, as they looked upon it 
as an indirect imputation upon their courage. Gen- 
eral Harrison finally consented to receive diem into 
his service, but only upon the condition that they 
should spare their prisoners, and not make war upon 
defenceless women and children* 

He informed Tarke, the oldest Indian in the 
western country, who was at the head of the deputa- 
tion, that he would be able to judge by the conduct of 
the Indians who might enter his service, whether the 
British could restrain those in their army from the 
horrible cruelty they had perpetrated. If the In- 
dians under him would forbear such conduct, it would 
satisfy him that Proctor could also restrain them if he 
wished to do so. He humorously told the deputation 
that he had been informed that Plroctor had promised 
to deliver him into the hands of Tecumthe, if he had 
succeeded at Fort Meigs, to be treated as that war- 
ri<»r might think proper. As a fair offset to this lib- 
eral ofier, he promised them that, if Proctor should 
fall into his hands^ they should have him as their 
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pficKmery on ccmditioii that they would agree to treat 
him as a $quawj and put petticoats on him, for he 
must be a coward, deserring only sach treatment^ 
who would kill a defenceless prisoner.* 

There is little donbt that the promise to deliver 
General Harrison, and all who fought at Tippecanoe, 
crer to Tecomthe, if the attack on Fort Meigs should 
proTO sacoessfdl, with the understanding that they 
were to be burned at the stake, was true. M^r 
Ball ascertained this fact from the prisoners, desert- 
ters and Indians, all of whom agree as to its tradi; 
and besides, it is sostained by the previous conduct 
and wdl-eiteblished character of Proctor, though in- 
consistent with the conduct of Teeumthe after the 
treaty of yincennes.t 

Though the failure of the expedition against Fort 
Meigs, and the consequent dispersion of many of the 
British allies, had to a considerable extent checked 
the depredations of the savages upon the more thickly 
inhabited parts of the country, they still continued to 
attack the settlements along the borders of the lake 
from Frenehtown to Erie. Their inroads, however^ 
received a temporary check from a squadron of horse 
under Major Ball, a brave and valuable officer. As 
he was descending the Sandusky with only twenty- 
two men, he was fired upon by about the same num- 
ber of savages, from an ambuscade. He promptly 
charged upon them, drove them from their hiding 
places, and after an obstinate contest, in which both 

• BkeloIiMcf.HttriioiL fDamMii. | 

16 
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parties ftmglit with gf est ^oamtge^ the lodiant irere 
defeated, and the whole band killed to a HMua. The 
Indiaas foaght with the ferocit j of despair, hot di8oi|>* 
line prevailed over liteir savage desperatioii. 

A hasty glaiice at the openvlioiis of the nortiieni 
army under Oeneral Dearfeeme. The Brkash Qor- 
eminent dittiBg the past whiter had made eadeiiaive 
prepsrailions for the doftusoof Oamula) and hadseot 
a large number of troops to HalifaaB, for 1liepin|wse 
of being employed in that object. Ofeat eaore and 
enorgj bad also been ittedin diseii^iiig the miiiti&of 
Caaadafor the same piirpoBe, while little had been 
d<me on the American ttde toward the oonqnest of 
that Frovinee. In cottseqnenoe of tiie nnpopdarity 
of the war in the northern part of the imiony it w«b 
diSeoil to ptefafl on the States to cafl o«it tfaemilitia. 
The fcvoraUe moment for the oonqoeei of Oaaadn, 
AerefiHrOy seemed to h»ve passed, dioogh the hope 
was vtOl indnlged that Mmething might BtQl be 
done, if a proper spirit eonld be roused in the noith* 
em States, espeeislly i£ the command <^ the lakee 
ooiM be obtained; there was no donbt entertaiDed 
tfiat the whole of Upper Canada, mt least, most &1L 

Several aets of hostility took place, also, during 
the winter on the northern frontier, in Vtbraautjy 
a smaU party of bitishpassed over firem Canada, ee- 
tensiUy in search of deserters, during which tbeyeom* 
mitted many wanton depredetiona npon the booses 
and property of Americnn citiiens. Detensuned to 
avenge these iajaries, Mijor Voa^^ whaoowmsaded 
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at Ogdensbnrgh, took part of- % companj of riflemeB, 
wllh aeverml yolimteerSy and eatered Canada with atioh 
celerity tbat lie surprised the British general at EHs- 
abethtown, took fifty-two prisoners and a considerable 
amoimt of public property, after which he returned to 
OgdeBsbnrgh widiont the loss of a man. Shortly af- 
ter this exploit, on the 21st of February, ike British 
made an attack npon Ogdensbnrgh, with a force of 
twelre hundred men, and succeeded with the yastly 
superior force in expelling Major Forsyth fk'om tbo 
town, but not until after a sharp contest, in which the 
Americans lost twenty men in killed and wounded, 
and the enemy twice that number. 

It was determined by the commander*in«<^hief to 
make a descent upon Canada, by such a force as should 
at least make itself felt. For this purpose General 
ZebqiloQ Pike, one of the most accomplished officers 
and bravest men in the army, and a gentleman who 
was as highly belored by the soldiers for his noble 
qualities of heart as he was respected and honored 
for his brayery and accomplishments, was selected for 
this responsible enterprise. After a eonference be- 
tween the commander and chief, it was determined 
that the contemplated expedition should be directed 
against York in Upper Canada. The fleet under 
Commodore Chauncey was ordered to co-operate witii 
Oeneral Dearbome, in his plans of whaterer charac- 
ter. On the 27th of April he landed his troops, destin- 
ed for the attack about two miles from York, in spite of 
the most obstinate elfortfl of the British and Vidians 
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to prevent him. Having sacceeded in landing all Us 
troops^ in the midst of a destructive fire, he gallantly 
charged the enemy and drove them all from their po- 
sitions at the point of the bayonet. They then fled 
to the fort in all speed. 

He at once formed his lines and commenced the 
attack, carrying several of the batteries and driving 
the enemy within the garrison. Suspecting that some 
stratagem was designed from the fact that the British 
Qippeared to have deserted their barracks, he dis- 
patched Lieutenant Kiddle to learn the situation of 
the enemy. While waiting the return of Riddle he 
seated himself upon the stump of a tree, after having 
humanely removed a wounded British soldier to a 
place of security, when suddenly an explosion took 
place that shook the very earth. The magazine had 
blown up, and instantly the air was filled with huge 
stones and fragments of wood which were rent asun- 
der and whirled aloft with tremendous force. The 
magazine contained five hundred barrels of powder. 
This was the treacherous and cowardly stratagem 
General Pike had feared, but the precise nature of 
which he could not have foreseen. 

Immense quantities of these broken and blackened 
fragments fell amongst the victorious columns of the 
Americans, causing a havoc which the arms of the 
enemy could not effect in a fair and honorable con- 
test. Upwards of two hundred Americans were thus 
killed and wounded in a manner scarcely more credit- 
able or less barbarous than the Frenchtown massa- 
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ere. Amongst die number Blain was the beloved snd 
beroic Pike. But thongh for a moment confounded 
by the shoclrand the dreadful haroc in their ranks, the 
brave troops almost instantly rallied, closing up their 
broken columns and giving, in their turn, three loud 
cheers, (jeneral Pike, though mortally wounded, 
preserved his undaunted spirit. With his last breath 
he addressed them in words of cheerful confidence. 
**Move on,'* he exclaimed, "my brave fellows, and 
avenge your general." The appeal was instantly 
obeyed, and widi such irresistible impetuosity and 
gallantry as to overwhelm their treacherous foes, and 
soon the British flag was presented to Pike. At four 
o'clock the Americans were in possession of the town ; 
and all the troops of the garrison, regulars and mili- 
tia, naval officers and seamen, were surrendered pris- 
oners of war. An the public stores were given up, 
but private property and the rights of the citisens 
were strictly respected. 

The American loss, until the blowing up of the 
magazine, was inconsiderable. By this charactmstic 
act of base treachery and cowardice, the number was 
increased to three hundred in killed and wounded. 
About three hundred British surrendered prisoners of 
war, besides the kiUed and wounded. But, as might 
have been expected from the treachery displayed by 
the British general in attempting to blow up the 
whole American force, the terms of the stipulation 
were not faithfully observed, for a large amount of 
public property waa destroyed aft<»r the capitulation. 
15« 
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The next enterprise of importance ir«8 an attack 
upon Fort George and Fort Erie. Both these forts 
were captured, and all the British fortifications along 
the shore fell into the hands of the Americans on the 
27th of May. In these operations Colonel Scott, 
now commander-in-chief of the army of the United 
States, and then an accomplished officer, distinguish* 
ed himself, as he had the year before at Queenstown, 
as did also General Boyd. Commodore Chauneey, 
who commanded our little na^y on the lake, co-ope- 
rated with the land forces and added greatly to the 
success of the American arms. Commodore Oliver 
H. Perry also signalized himself in these various 
movements. The day after the battle, Lieutenant 
Perry was dispatched to Black Bock with fifty men 
for the purpose of taking five vessels to Erie, and to 
prepare the squadron at that place for commencing 
operations, in conjunction with General Harrison, as 
early as the 15th of June. 

A few days after the battle of Forts George and 
Erie, the battle of Stoney Creek was fought Though 
this action resulted in the accidental capture of both 
General Chandler and General Winder, two Ameri- 
can officers of distinction and acknowledged bravery, 
they were nevertheless beaten in the action, with 
great loss. Their killed and wounded amounted to 
more than double that of the Americans, besides one 
hundred prisoners captured by the Americans. But 
these movements of General Dearbome against the 
British fortifications on the Niagara had well nigh 
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tost the AmericsBS dear. Taking adTalitage of the 
aJMence of the troops and fleet, the British made an 
attack npon Saeket's Harbor, the depository of all 
our naral and military stores, both those captured at 
York and those accumalated for a year past for the 
contemplated operations against Canada, and a place, 
therefore, of the utmost importance. The attack, how- 
OTer, proved nnsnccessful, through the judgment and 
well-managed stratagem of General Brown. As usual. 
Sir (Jeorge ProYOst^ ivho commanded the attack, boast- 
Ailly claimed a yictory after his return to Canada. 

The next enterprise of the British was a predato- 
ry incursion to the village of Sodus, principaUy with 
the view of destroying some stores that had been de- 
posited there. But-their stores being concealed in the 
woods iq>on their approach, and exasperated at their 
disappointment, they set fire to the most valuable 
part of the village, and continued their devastations 
until they were compelled precipitately to retreat. 
Shortly after this. Lieutenant Colonel Berstler was 
defeated in an ^Uempt to dislodge the enemy from 
La Conse's house, about seventeen miles from Fort 
G^rge. After having been attacked by a greatly 
superior force, while in the execution of this object, he 
and his whole party were compelled to surrender.* 

The British, havbg been greatiy reinforced a few 
days after, invested the American camp. During 
the remainder of this and the ensuing month a war 
of posts Was kept up between the two armies. On 
. * Br»ok«iiridge. 
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tlie 8tli of Jaly a severe Bkinnuli took pkee, in -whiek 
nearly the whole force on both Bides waA engaged; 
but it ended in no important result. The British, 
however, sucoeeded in captoiing Liealenant SIdridge, 
an aeoomplished yonng officer, and ten metn, who were 
never afterwards heard of. They were nndoabtedly 
handed over to the savages, Mid by them kihnmanly 
te«dared^ Three days after they attacked Black 
Roek, bnt were eompdlecl to betake themselTea to 
Iheir boats, in great haste, almost knmediat^ly afiw 
landing. On the 28th of July, Colonel Winfield Soett 
nndertoc^ another expedition against York, which had 
been recaptured by the British. He landed snddenly 
at the head of three hnndred men, destroyed the pal^ 
lie stores, released a number of prisoners, and t^ 
turned to Backet's Harbor, with bat a triffing loss. 

The enemy's ambition seem to have been quite 
satisfied by this kind of warfare, during Jnne and 
Jnly, and they pnrsned it with a sest which showed 
Ihat tlieir hearts were in the canse^ They continued 
their war upon such peaceable citisens, and llieir out- 
rages upon such private property, as they coidd remA 
without too much exposure. They laid waste the 
country along the borders of Lake Champlain. AH 
the public buildings at Plattsburgh were wantonly 
burnt, and a large amount of private property car- 
ried. Similar outrages were also committed at Swaoh 
ton, in Vermont. On the lakes, littie of importance 
to either side was accomplished during these months. 
Commodore Chauncey attempted to bring &x James 
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Yee to sa eDgsgement on Lake OAtario, but irilba»t 



At the South, in the meantime, the enemj had 
proaecvted the war irith even less of the usages of 
emliaed nations than at the North ; emeltj and d»* 
atmotioa marked their course. Sometime in Febm- 
arj, an attack was made upon Lewistown, on the 
Delaware, bj Commodore Beresford; but the town 
makix^ a gallant resistance, he was compelled to 
sbsndon ihe enterprise. But, on the Chesapeake, 
they were more successful. It was here that the no- 
torioBS Cockbum, who commanded the British block- 
adii^ squadron, acquired ,the reputation which has 
rendered his name infamous throughout the world, 
and grreii Urn a standing, in the eyes of all civilized 
eofiEBtries, second only to that of Proct4Mr* This mis* 
arable creature commenced opertttions as a rear-admi- 
ral in the British navy, by attacking and robbing 
dete<Aed farm-houses, wantonly slaughtering cattle 
dfcat be could carry off, and by arming slaves against 
tlmir masters. Emboldened by his success in robbing 
hen-roeets, and decoying women and children, he next 
turned his attentiwi to objects offering richer plunder. 

Hie first achievement on a large scale was against 
the village of Frenchtown, o(mtaining six dwelling- 
houses, two Btore-houses, and « few stables^ which he 
gdlantly captured, carrying off as usual a consider- 
able amowit of private property stored there. This 
eacpkit was followed by the still bolder one of burn- 
ing Harre de Grace, a village of thhrty houses^ sitQ> 
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ated on the SoBqnehaima. Anumgat odier sets of 
bravery, during the burning of thia town, they offured 
the grossefit insults to the women, tearing their clothes 
from their backs, and subjecting them to almost every 
outrage. Having stolen all the private property that 
had been spared from the flames, and laying waste 
the country for miles around, they suspended the 
work of destruction for the w<Hrk of something else 
to destroy. Following these victories over unarmed 
citizens and defenceless women and children, was the 
destruction of Georgetown and Frederidcton, Mary- 
land, both of which w^e plundered of everything 
valuable before being burned. Not long after these 
achievements, so honorable to the British arms, and 
so much in keeping with the chivalry and humanity 
of British oflicers, their fleet was greatly increased 
by the arrival of Admiral Warren from the West 
Indies. 

It was soon ascertained that the first formidaUe 
enterprise of the English, after the reinforcement of 
their fleet, was an attack upon N<»rfolk. But before 
this could be successfully undertaken, it was necessary 
to subdue the forts by which it was protected. Gra- 
ney Island was the first of these, and it was attacked 
with great fury on the 22nd of May ; but they were 
repulsed with loss, several of their boats sunk, and 
their whole force compelled to make a precipitate re- 
treat. To revenge themselves, however, for this de- 
feat, they proceeded to pillage the town of Hampton, 
about eighteen miles fn^n Norfolk ; but they met with 
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a wann reception^ and, but for the inimeiise svperi* 
ontj of force, would have been defeated. After they 
had got poeseesion of the town, the most shocking 
outrages were committed upon the inhabitants. Full 
license was giyen the soldiers to gratify their passions ; 
and soch acts of bmtality and blood-thirsty cruelty 
were perpetrated as never before disgraced the sol- 
diers of any eivilixed nation. 

Haying satiated his thirst for blood and plunder, 
or rather having exhausted the means of gratifying 
it on the Chesapeake, the hen-roost robbing admiral 
proceeded farther south in search of new objects to 
display his gallantry upon. He commenced his ca- 
reer there by various deiMredations in North Carolina, 
quite as honorable as those by which he had already 
distinguished himself. 

Though all the legitimate evils of war were expe- 
rienced north of the Chesapeake, none of the bar- 
^tiee which disgraced Cockbum's career were per- 
petrated* Nor, indeed, were there any very important 
aorements or exploits of any kind on the northern 
^9uL An attempt of considerable pretension was 
inade upon New London, or rather an attempt was 
threatened, but the place was so well fortified that it 
was abandoned. 

While these events were transpiring,-7^vents that 
were, in the mai^, as dijsboi^raUQ to the British name 
M they were annoying to the A^oncans, — our gallant 
Vtde ^avy had been running a career of glory that 
$I|e4 tb* breast of every Amerioan with pride, and 



180 THl LCT OV 

the hearts of our enemies with mortification. One of 
the most brilliant of this series of Tictories was the 
capture of the " Peacock," Captain Peake, by the 
** Hornet/' Captain Lawrence, on the 28rd of Febm* 
ary, 1812. The " Peacock" was of somewhat supe- 
rior force to the '* Hornet." The action only lasted 
fifteen minutes, during which the enemy was Kterally 
cut to pieces, and went down before her crew could 
be rescued by the utmost efforts of Captwi Lawrence 
and his crew. 

This brilliant victory, however, was more than 
counterbalanced by the capture of the ** Chesapeake," 
commanded by the victor of the ** Peacock," by the 
British frigate ^* Shannon," on the 21st of June fol- 
lowing. This calamity was owing, not to the want 
of courage and good conduct in Captain Lawrence, 
but must be attributed to the character of his creW| 
most of whom had but just been enlisted. Many of 
his officers were also sick ; and, worse than all, seve^ 
ral foreigners had crept into the ship's crew, who had 
succeeded in poisoning their minds. This victory 
made the British nation almost wild with joy, as it 
seemed to afford them some hope that the American 
navy was not quite invincible, a fact about which they 
were beginning to have their doubts. This hope was 
considerably strengthened by the capture of the "Ar- 
gus," after having for two months committed great 
havoc upon the shipping of the enemy in the English 
channel. 

On the 5th of September^ these misfortunes were 
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partlj compensated by the brilliant victory of the 
American brig '' Enterprise," Lieutenant Command- 
ant William Burrows, over the British frigate ^^ Box- 
er," of superior force. But this victory was pur- 
chased with the life of the brave Burrows, the only 
man killed on board the ^'Enterprise." The com- 
mander of the Boxer was also killed. On the 26th 
of the same month. Commodore Rogers returned after 
a most successful cruise of five months, having cap- 
tured a large number of British merchant vessels, 
and the British war schooner, '^ Highflier," a tender 
to Admiral Warren. The " Congress," Captain 
Smith, which put to sea with the " President," re- 
turned on the 12th of Diecember, having also captured 
a large number of the enemy's vessels and two armed 
brigs. 

Besides these brilliant achievements, — for even 
the actions in which the " Chesapeake" and " Argus" 
were captured added to our naval renown, — on the 
part of our vessels of war, the American private 
cmisers rendered valuable service to the country, 
and aided to convince our proud and powerful enemy 
tbat America would, at no distant day, dispute the 
claim of Great Britain to mistress of the sea. In 
the engagement between the '^ Comet" and a Portu- 
guese brig and three armed merchantmen. Captain 
Boyle, the commander of the '^ Comet," after fighting 
them all for several hours, compelled the brig, though 
double his own force, to make her escape, and cap- 
tured one of the merchantmen. Little less brilliant 
16 
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was the action between the priyateer ^^ Decatur" and 
the British vessel of war ^^ Dominica/' in which the 
latter was captured, after a hard contest. Many 
other actions equally honorable to our brave seamen, 
and equally beneficial to the American cause, we 
fought during the summer, and immense damage waa 
done to British commerce. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

HAViNa thus given a very meagre glance at some 
of the leading events transpiring at the North, along 
the Atlantic course, and on the ocean, daring this 
second year of the war, the history of operations 
with which General Harrison was more immediately 
connected will be resumed. In these occurrences, 
important preparations were being made by him at 
the West. Public attention was directed to that 
quarter with great anxiety, and the northern army 
remained almost with folded arms, awaiting the cam- 
paign upon which he was about to enter, and of the 
daily anticipated contest for the command of Lake 
Erie. The British labored with equal diligence to 
strengthen themselves, fully alive as they were to the 
fatal consequences of defeat either on the lake or by 
land. Troops were therefore constantly arriving to 
reinforce Proctor's army, and to enable him to follow 
up any advantage that might be obtained over our 
fleet.* 

On the other hand, the people of Ohio and Ken- 
* Bracluaridg* ndfing reiiifweem«&ti uid orgasuiing. 
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tucky were making the most patriotic sacrifices in 
seconding the efforts of Creneral Harrison. One uni- 
versal feeling of excitement prevailed amongst the 
people; and had the exigencies of the country re- 
quired it, every man capable of bearing arms would 
cheerfully have marched to her defence at whatever 
sacrifice. Fifteen thousand men, — three times the 
number required, — ^promptly responded to the call of 
the patriotic Governor Meigs of Ohio ; and the noble- 
hearted Shelby, Grovemor of Kentucky, declared his 
intention of putting himself at the head of the volun- 
teers of that State, whose number he limited to four 
thousand, with the determination of avenging their 
murdered friends and brothers. 

General Harrison, who, it will be recollected, was 
left at Franklinton with his army for active opera- 
tions, received information in June that Fort Meigs 
wa9 again invested. But this proved to be a false 
alarm ; and, after satisfying himself that the enemy 
bad no such immediate intention, he returned to 
Lower Sandusky. From that place, he set off for 
Cleveland, on business connected with the public 
3tores accumulated there, and to hasten the com- 
pletion of boats designed for transporting the army 
jacross the lake. On the 23rd of July, a body of 
eight hundred Indians passed Fort Meigs, and it was 
supposed they contemplated an attack upon Fort Win- 
chester. Two days afterwards, a large body of In- 
dians and British, amounting to not less than five 
thousand men, mostly Indians, passed in the same 
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direction. This was the largest army of Indians ever 
assembled on any occasion daring the army. 

General Harrison, however, came to the conclu- 
sion that this moTement against Fort Meigs was de- 
signed to divert his attention from Lower Sandusky, 
the real object of attack. The result proved the re- 
markable accuracy of his judgment. He immediately 
removed his head quarters to Seneca, nine miles above 
that place. He could thus fall back upon Upper San- 
dusky, should circumstances render it necessary, and 
move to the relief of Fort Meigs, as these two points 
were of far more importance than Lower Sandusky. 
Major George Croghan, with one hundred and sixty 
regulars, was left at the latter place for the defence 
of Fort Stephenson. The number of troops at 
Seneca amounted to only six hundred, a force entirely 
too small to advance upon Fort Meigs. Captain Mc 
Cune was sent back to General Clay, then in com- 
mand of that post, with information that, as early as 
the commander-in-chief could collect a sufficient num- 
ber of troops, he would relieve that fort. But the 
day after the return of the express, the enemy raised 
the siege, and, as had been foreseen by General Har- 
rison, the British sailed round into Sandusky Bay, 
while the Lidians marched across the country to aid 
in the attack upon Lower Sandusky, now satisfactorily 
ascertained to be the real object against which their 
efforts were to be directed.* 

On the 21st of April of this year. General Har- 

* Sketches of General Harrison. 
16* 
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rison had written to the Secretary of War, adviaing him 
that he should cause the movements of the enemy to be 
narrowly watched ; but that in the event of his land- 
' ing at Lower Sandusky it could not, in his opinion^ 
be saved, and he should cause it to be evacuated and 
the arms there removed. Shortly before the express 
from Fort Meigs reached General Harrison, he, in 
company with Major Croghan and other officers, had 
examined Fort Stephenson, and come to the conclu- 
sion that it could not be defended against heavy artil- 
lery, and that it then must be abandoned and burnt, 
provided a retreat could be safely effected. In the " 
orders given Major Croghan, he was immediately to 
retreat in case he could discover the approach of the 
enemy with cannon, in season to do so, and to destroy 
all the public stores. It was suggested that the at- 
tempt to retreat in the face of an Indian force would 
be vain, and' that against such an enemy, however 
great, the garrison would be safe. 

Immediately upon information being received by 
the commander-in-chief, a council of war was held, 
composed of McArthur, Cass, Bull, Wood, Holmes, 
Hukill, Paul, and Graham, who were unanimously of 
opinion that Fort Stephenson was untenable against 
heavy artillery, and that the garrison should be with- 
drawn and the place destroyed, upon the approach of 
the enemy. An order was therefore forthwith sent to 
him, requiring him at once to abandon the fort, set 
fire to it, and repair with his command to head quar- 
ters. This order did not reach Major Croghan until 
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the next day, the 80th of July. By thifl time he wiui 
of opiniou that he would not retreat with safety, as 
the Indians had snrroiinded the fort in considerable 
numbers. 

In this opinion a majority of his officers cononrred. 
They were equally decided in the opinion that the 
fort would be maintained, at any rate, until further 
instructions could be received from head quarters. 
Major Croghan therefore promptly acknowledged the 
receipt of this order, informing the commander-in- 
chief that it had been received too late to make good 
his retreat, and then laconically adding, ^^ we have 
determined to maintain this place; by heavens, we 
can ! " Not understanding the motives which induced 
this apparent disobedience of orders, nor the consid- 
erations which prompted the use of such strong lan- 
guage, — the fear it might fall into the hands of the 
enemy, — next morning sent General W^USy under the 
escort of Colonel Ball and a detachment of dragoons 
to relieve Major Croghan of his ordering him to re- 
pair to head quarters. On his arrival there, he ex- 
plained his motives to the satisfaction of General 
Harrison, and was immediately after directed to re- 
sume his post, and fully authorized to defend the fort 
to the last. 

The next day it was supposed that the British were 
within twenty miles of Fort Stephenson, approaching 
theplace by water. It was not till after twelve o'clock 
on the Ist of August, when the sconts that had been 
sent out by General Harrison communicated this ior 
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formation to Major Crogban. In a few hours after, 
the fort was actually invested by tbe British and In- 
dians. The force of the enemy amounted to fire 
hundred regulars and seven hundred Indians, under 
the command of the despicable General Proctor. 
After he had made such a disposition of his troops 
as rendered it impossible for the garrison to escape, 
he sent a flag of truce by Colonel Elliot and Major 
Chambers, demanding the surrender of the fort, ac- 
companied with ihe usual threat of butchery and 
massacre of the garrison should it persist in hold- 
ing out. 

Major Croghan, finding that all his companions — 
who, like himself, were mere striplings — would sup- 
port him to the last, declined the summons, assuring 
the bearers that '^when the garrison surrendered, 
there would be none left to massacre, as it would not 
be given up while there was a man able to fight." 
When the flag returned, bearing this Spartan-spirited 
reply, a brisk fire was opened from siz-pounders in 
their boats, and from a howitzer, which was kept up 
during the night. The next morning it was discov- 
ered that three sixes had been planted, under cover of 
the darkness, within two hundred and fifty yards of 
the pickets, which shortly after commenced firing, 
with little effect. About four o'clock in the after- 
noon, the enemy having concentrated his fire against 
the north-west angle of the fort, with the intention 
of making a breach, it was immediately strengthened 
by means of bags of flour and sand. At the same 
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time, the six-potmder, the only piece of artOlerj in 
the fort, was carefully concealed in the bastion irhicli 
coTered the point to be assailed, and loaded with sings 
and grape shot. 

Abont five hnndred of the enemy now advanced to 
attack the part where it was supposed the pickets had 
been injnred, at the same time making several feints 
to draw the attention of the besieged from the real 
point to be assailed. Their force being thns disposed, 
a column of three hundred and fifty men, who were 
BO completely enveloped in a density of smoke as not 
to be seen until they approached within twenty paces 
of the lines, advanced rapidly to the assault. A fire 
of musketry from the fort threw them for a moment 
into confusion; but they were quickly rallied by 
Colonel Short, who sprung over the outer works into 
the ditch, and commanded them to follow, character- 
istically exclaiming, " Give the d ■ d Yankees no 
quarter." Scarcely had the profane and inhuman 
order been uttered, when the six-pounder opened upon 
them a most destructive fire, killing their barbarous 
leader and twenty others, and wounding as many 
more. A volley of musketry was discharged upon 
the assailants with fatal efiect. 

The officer who succeeded Colonel Short in the 
command, exasperated at meeting such opposite re- 
sistance from a parcel of boys, formed the broken 
columns anew, and again rushed to the onset with re- 
doubled fury. The six-pounder was again played 
upon them with the same terrible success as before, 
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and the yolleys from the mnaketry were poured in 
upon them in such- rapid succession, and with suoh 
unerring certainty, that they were once more thrown 
into confusion, and, in spite of the exertion of their 
officers, fled to an adjoining wood with even more 
speed than they had, but a few moments before, ex- 
ercised to gain, as they thought, so easy and so cer- 
tain prey. Their savage allies immediately followed 
them, and shortly after the assailants abandoned the 
attack in despair. Panic struck, they retreated to 
their boats in sullen silence, scarcely daring to cast 
their eyes towards the spot where so many of their 
companions had found a bloody grave, and where they 
had met with so ignominious a defeat from an enemy 
they held in so much contempt, and scarcely one- 
tenth their own number.* 

Glorious as was the conduct of the heroic Crog- 
han and his brave companions in this gallant defence 
of a post decided by a council of war to hefenceU9Sy 
it reflects scarcely more honor on the noble little 
band than their treatment towards their wounded 
enemies who had been left at their mercy by the 
British ia their flight. Regardless of the fact that 
they were doomed to an indiscriminate massacre had 
they fallen into the hands of Proctor's butchers, and 
of every other consideration save the impulses of 
their own noble souls, they directed their whok 
efforts to relieving the sufferings of their wounded 
foes. Provisions and water were hajoded over the 
« Brsokenridge. 
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pickets to them during the night; and although a 
firing was still kept up upon them, an opening was 
made, and many of them were removed within the 
fort where they were immediately supplied with sur- 
gical aid and every kindness and attention within the 
power of the victors &\own them. The fabled eastern 
prince, who offered the hand of his daughter to the 
man who would do the noblest and most disinterested 
act, would have awarded the prize to Croghan, had 
he lived in that age. No fairer wreath can adorn the 
brow of a soldier than such conduct, under such cir- 
cumstances. It was not so much that the objects of 
his humane treatment were his own and his compan- 
ion's chosen and willing executions, as that they were 
the perpetrators of the Frenchtown massacre, that 
renders this act of magnanimity so truly noble. 

In this brilliant defense, the Americans' loss 
amounted to one killed and seven wounded. The 
enemy lost one hundred and fifty in killed and 
wounded, more than one-third of whom was killed. 
Upwards of fifty were found in and about the ditch 
after the enemy had fled. The next morning at was 
discovered that the enemy had retreated, and with so 
much precipitation that they left behind them one 
boat, a considerable quantity of military stores, and 
upwards of seventy stands of arms. During the day, 
the Americans were engaged in burying their dead, 
with the honors of wA*, and in providing for their 
wounded. 

This achievement, so honorable in every respect to 



Itf2 THX un or 

the gallant defenders of Fort Stephenson, or Fort San- 
dusky, called forth, as it deserved, the admiration of 
the whole American people. Major Croghan, together 
with Captain Hunter, Lieutenants Johnson and Baylor, 
and Ensigns Shipp and Dnncan (the latter afterwards 
governor of Illinois), of the seventeenth isegiment, as 
well as several other officers and volunteers, were 
highly complimented by General Harrison. They 
also, afterwards, received the thanks of Congress. 
Major Croghan was promoted to the rank of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, and ^as presented with an elegant 
sword by the patriotic ladies of Chillicothe. Li Gen- 
eral Harrison's official report of this brilliant affair, 
he said : ^^ It will not be among the least of General 
Proctor's mortifications to find that he has been baf- 
fled by a youth who has just passed his twenty-first 
year. He is, however, a hero worthy of his gallant 
uncle, George R. Clark." * 

When General Harrison was informed of the at- 
tack upon Fort Stephenson, he hesitated, very natu- 
rally, before going to its relief. He was hourly 
expecting considerable reinforcements, but had not 
then a disposable force of more than eight hundred 
men, one-fifth of whom was cavalry, who would have 
been of little service in the thick woods between 
Seneca and Lower Sandusky. The remainder of this 
force was raw recruits, upon whom he did not con- 
sider it safe to rely in such an emergency. He feared 
that to have marched against an enemy several thou- 

t * Bm Appoidiz (G). 
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sand strong, with sach a force, would have resulted in 
its total destruction. He would also in that case be 
compelled to leave one hundred and fifty sick soldiers 
in his camp at Seneca, exposed to the ruthless foe, 
while the public stores at Upper Sandusky, in which 
were included ten thousand barrels of flour, which 
were indispensable to the main objects of the cam- 
paign, would be equally exposed to the attack of 
Tecumthe and his horde of savages. 

This renowned chief was then lying between Sen- 
eca and Fort Meigs, ready to faU upon either the 
former place or Upper Sandusky the moment General 
Harrison should march to the relief of Fort Stephen- 
son. He was bound, therefore, on correct military 
principles, to retain that position in which he could 
with the most certainty iKocomplish the best results."^ 
Confidently relying upon reinforcements before the 
fort could be reduced, he determined to await the 
progress of events for a time, at least. On the night 
of the 2nd of August, that the enemy was retreating, 
and having in the meantime received a reinforcement 
of three hundred Ohio militia, he set out for the fort 
early the next morning, attended by the dragoons, 
and directing the remainder of his disposable force to 
follow under (Generals Cass and McArthur. Upon 
arriving at the fort, he was informed by a wounded 
British sergeant, that Tecumthe was in the swamp, 
south of Fort Meigs, ready to attack Upper San- 
dusky, upon the first opportunity. This information 

* Skstohw of G«ii«ral Httrison. I 
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corroborated what he had before heard, and induced 
him to direct General McArthur, who had not yet 
reached the fort, to return to Seneca with all possible 
dispatch. 

The conduct of the commander-in-H^hief, in regard 
to the defense of Fort Stephen, haying been subject 
to severe criticism by his enemies, the testimony of 
the gallant Major Croghan himself, in reply to these 
disingenuous charges, may be here appropriately in* 
troduced. In a letter to a friend in Cincinnati, dated 
at Lower Sandusky, August 27th, 1813, he wrote as 
follows : 

^^ I have, with much regret, seen in some of the 
public prints such Biisrepresentations respecting mj 
refbsal to evacuate this post as are calculated not 
only to injure me in the estimation of military men, 
but also to excite unfavorable impressions as to the 
proprie^ of General Harrison's conduct relative to 
this aflhir. 

^' His character as a military man is too well es- 
tablished to need my approbation Ofr support. But 
his public services entitle him at least to common jus- 
tice : this aflfair does not furnish causes of reproach* 
If public opinion has been hastily misled respecting 
his late conduct, it will require but a moment's cool 
dispassionate reflection to convince them of its pro- 
priety. The measures recently adopted by him, so 
far from deserving censure, are the clearest proofs of 
his keen penetration and able generalship. It is true 
that I did not proceed immediately to execute his 
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order to eyacnate the post ; but this disobedience was 
not (as some would wish to believe) the result of a 
fixed determination to maintain the post contrary to 
his most positive orders, as will appear from the fol- 
lowing detail, which is given to explain mj conduct. 

^' About ten o'clock, on the morning of the SOth 
ult., a letter from the Adjutant-General's office, dated 
Seneca Town, July 29, 1818, was handed me by Mo 
Conner, ordering me to abandon this post, bum it, 
and retreat that night to head quarters. On the re- 
ception of the order, I called a council of officers, in 
which it was determined not to abandon the place, at 
least, until the further pleasure of the general should 
be known, as it was thought an attempt to retreat in 
open day, in the face of a superior force of the ene- 
my, would be more hazardous than to remain in the 
fort, under all its disadvantages. I therefore wrote a 
letter to the general, couched in such terms as I 
thought were calculated to deceive the enemy, should 
it &11 into his hands, which I thought more than 
probable, as well as to inform the general, should it 
be 80 fortimate as to reach him, that I would wait to 
hear from him before I diould proceed to execute his 
order. This letter, contrary to my expectations, was 
received by the general, who, not knowing what rea- 
sons urged me to write in a tone so decisive, con- 
cluded, very rationally, that the manner of it was 
demonstrative of a most positive determination to 
disobey his orders under any circumstances. I was 
therefore suspended from the command of the fort, 
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and ordered to head quarters. Bat on explaining to 
the general my reasons for not executing his order, 
and my object in using the style I had done, he was 
so perfectly satisfied with the explanation that I was 
immediately reinstated in the command. 

'^ It will be recollected that the order above al- 
luded to was written on the night previous to my 
receiving it. Had it been delivered to me, as was in- 
tended, that night, I should have obeyed it without 
hesitation. Its not reaching me in time was the only 
reason which induced me to consult my officers on the 
propriety of waiting the general's further orders. 

^' It has been stated also that, ^ upon my represen- 
tation of my ability to maintain this post, the general 
altered his determination to abandon it.' This is in- 
correct ; no such representation was ever made. And 
the last order I received from the general was pre- 
cisely the same as that first given ; viz., that if I dis- 
covered the approach of a large British force by 
water (presuming they would bring heavy artillery), 
and had time enough to effect a retreat, I was to do 
so ; but if I could not retreat with safety, to defend 
the post to the last extremity. 

'^^A day or two before the enemy appeared at 
Fort Meigs, the general had reconnoitered the sur- 
rounding ground, and being informed that the hill on 
the opposite side of Sandusky completely commanded 
the fort, I offered to undertake, with the troops under 
my command, to remove it to that side. The gene- 
ral, upon reflection, thought it best not to attempt ity 
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tB he belieyed that if the enemy again appeared on 
thifl side of the lake it would be before the work couM 
be finished. 

'^ It is useless to disguise the fact, that this fort is 
commanded by the points of high ground around it. 
One single stroke of the eye made this clear to me 
the first time I had occasion to examine the neighbor- 
hood, with a yiew of discovering the relatiye strength 
and weakness of the place. 

''It would be insincere to say that I am not flat- 
tered by the many handsome thiugs which hare been 
said about the defense which was made by the troops 
under my command : but I desire no plaudits which 
are bestowed upon me at the expense of General 
Harrison. 

'' I have at all times enjoyed his confidence, so far 
as my rank 'in the army entitled me to it, and on 
proper occasions received his marked attention. I 
have felt the warmest attachment for him as a man, 
and my confidence in him as an able commander re- 
mains unshaken. I feel every assurance that he will 
at all times do me ample justice ; and nothing could 
give me more pain than to seize upon the occasion to 
deal out their unfriendly feelings and acrimonious dis- 
like ; and so long as he continues (as in my humble 
opinion he hasdone) to make the wisest arrangements 
and most judicious disposition which the forces under 
his command will justify, I shall not hesitate to unite 
with the army in bestowing upon him that confidence 
17* 
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which he so richly merits, and which has on no occa- 
sion been withheld. 

'^ In addition to the above unqualified and mag- 
nanimous approval of General Harrison's conduct by 
one more nearly interested, personally, in the charges 
against him, all the field officers of the army united 
in a cordial approval of his conduct, and in an unqual- 
ified denial of ihe truth of those charges. Amongst 
others who thus unequivocally and indignantly re- 
pudiated everything like improper conduct in the 
commander-in-chief, in reference to this affair, were 
General Lewis Cass, Colonel Samuel Wells, Colonel 
T. D. Owen, Colonel Gccorge Paul, Colond J. C. 
Boatless, and Lieutenant-Colonel Ball. These two 
documents spontaneously given, and from the highest 
possible authority, must for ever put at rest, at least 
with all generous minds, the censures which partiaa 
illiberality attempted to cast upon his fair name, and 
his military fame/' 



WILUAX Hmr HABBIBON. 199 



CHAPTER XII. 

luMBDiAZSLT after the termination of tiie bril- 
liaat cbSense of Fcnrt St^henson, and the diflgracoM 
repnbe of the enemy, Tecomthe raked the siege of 
Fort Meigs, and followed P^roetor to Detroit, all hopes 
being giren up by the enemy of redncing the Ameri- 
can forts, until they could gain the ascendancy on the 
lake. The utmost exertions had been made in the 
meanwhile, by Captain Perry, to complete the naval 
arrangements on Lake Erie. By the 2nd of August, 
tiie fleet was fully equipped, though some time was 
lost in getting several of the vessels over the bar at 
the mouth of Erie harb<Mr. On the 4th, Captain Perry 
sailed in quest of the enemy, but not meeting him, he 
returned on the 8ih. But after receiving a reinforce- 
ment of sailors, he again sailed on the 12th, and on 
the 15th anchored in the Bay of Sandusky. Here 
he took in a few volunteer marines, and again sailed 
in search of the enemy, and after cruising off Maiden 
a short time, retired to Put-in-Bay, a distance of 
tiiirty miles. 

The fleet of Captain Perry consisted of the brig 
^Lawrence/' his flag ship, of twenty guns; the ^^Ni- 
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agarft," Captain Elliot, of twenty guns ; the ^' Caledo- 
nian," Lieutenant Turner, of three guns; the schooner 
"Ariel," of four guns ; the " Scorpion," of two guns ; 
the " Somers," of two guns and two swivels ; the sloop 
" Trippe," and the schooners " Tigris" and " Porcu- 
pine," of one gun each, amounting in all to nine ves- 
sels, fifty-four guns and two swivels. 

On the morning of the 10th of September, the 
enemy wa^ bearing down upon the American squad- 
ron, which immediately got xmdw way, and stood 
out to meet him. The Americans had three ves- 
sels more than the British; but this advantage was 
fully oounterbalanoed by the size and number of guns 
of those of the enemy. The fleet of the latter consist- 
ed of the "Detroit," Commodore Barclay, of nineteen 
guns ; the " Queen Charlotte," Captain Finnis, of 
seventeen guns ; the schooner " Lady Provost," Lieu- 
tenant Buchan, of thirteen guns and two howitzers ; 
the brig " Hunter," of two guns ; the sloop " Little 
Belt," of three guns; and the schooner "Chippewa," 
of one gun and two swivels ; in all, six vessels, sixty- 
three guns, four howitzers and two swivels. 

When the Americans stood out, the British fleet had 
the weather gage, but the wind soon after changed and 
brought the American fleet to the windward. The 
line of battle was formed at eleven o'clock, and at fif- 
teen minutes before twelve the enemy's flag-ship, and 
the "Queen Charlotte," opened the fire upon the 
"Lawrence," which she sustained for ten minutes 
before she waa near enough to return the fire. She 
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con tinned to bear np, making signals for the other 
Teasels to hasten to her support. At five minutes be- 
fore twelve she brought her guns to bear upon the 
enemy. The wind being light, unfortunately %he 
smaller vessels could not come up to her assistance, 
and she was, therefore, compelled to contend single- 
handed for two hours with two ships, each nearly 
equal to her in force. But the contest was maintained 
by her with unshaken courage, and with a coolness 
irhich won the highest admiration. 

By this time the ^' Lawrence** had become entirely 
nnmanageable, every gun in her being dismounted, and 
with the exception of four or five, the whole crew either 
kiUed or wounded. Perry, therefore, determined to 
leave her. With a presence of mind and courage that 
showed forth the praise of the gallant officer to whom 
he was opposed, he sprung into his boat, and heroic- 
ally waving his sword passed with his flag unharmed 
to the ^^ Niagara." At the moment he reached the 
"Niagara," the flag of the " Lawrence*' came d^wn. 
She was utterly disabled and -could make no further 
resistance. Captain Elliot now left the ^^ Niagara" 
with the view of bringing up the rest of the fleet, 
while Perry again bore down upon the enemy in a 
ship that had as yet taken no part in the action. As he 
passed ahead of the "Detroit," "Queen Charlotte" 
and " Lady Provost," he poured into each a broad- 
side from his starboard side, and from his larboard 
poured a broadside into the " Chippewa" and " Little 
Belt."* The fire upon the " Lady Provost,** was so 
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daitnietiye that the men were compelled to take nt- 
uge below* 

At this moment the wind freshened, and the ** Cal- 
edonian" was enabled to come into action, opening a 
heavy fire. Sereral of die other Teasels were soon 
after able to follow her example. For a time this 
action, the result of which was to have so important 
a bearing upon the whole campaign, raged with inde- 
scribable violence. The command of a sea, and the 
honor of two rival nations, as well as the resnlt oi a 
campaign, hung upon the issue. But the contest was 
not long doubtful. The ^^ Queen Charlotte" lost h^ 
Captain, and aU her principal officers, and by some 
mischance ran foul of the *^ Detroit," and thus the 
greater part of the guns were rendered useless. The 
two ships were now in turn ccMonpelled to sustain a 
heavy and incessant fire from the ^^ Niagara," and the 
other vessels of the American squadron. The flag of 
Captain Barclay soon struck, and the ^* Queen Char- 
lot^" the <<Lady Provost," the '' Hunter," and the 
^^ Chipppewa," surrendered in immediate succession. 
The '< Little Belt" attempted to escape, but was pur- 
sued by two gun-boats and was captured.* 

Thus terminated the first naval action between an 
American and a British fleet. Our ships had often 
met and conquered the enemy in single combat, but 
we had never before beaten Great Britain in squad- 
ron. Every vessel of the enemy was captured, and 
the Americans, by this brilliant victory, had acquired 
{ * BrmokMridft. 
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alMohrte commancl of Lake Erie, and rendered the fall 
of Maiden, and the recovery of Detroit, and conse- 
qaently of Michigan, almost certain* If anything 
coold enhance the brilliancy of tliis victory, and add 
to the fame of the heroic Perry, it was the modeet 
and ever mem<Hrable terms in which he annoxineed the 
splendid achievement. ^^ We have met the enemy and 
thejf are oun^" has bec<»ae and will remain the watch- 
word cf victory, while the Union lasts, and will do 
little less to render immortal the name of Oliver 
Hazzard Perry, than the victory the language was 
designed to annoonce. 

The loss on both ndes, in this engagement, was 
urasnally severe, compared with their respective 
farces, though mnch the heaviest in the British fleet. 
The Americans had twentyneieven killed and ninety- 
six woonded. Amongst the former were Lieutenant 
Brooks of the marines, and Midshipman Laub ; and* 
amongst the latter, Lieutenant Yamall, Sailing-master 
Taylor, Purser Hamilton, and Midshipmen CUzton 
ajid Bwurtwout. The loss of the British amountecuo 
about two hundred, in killed and wounded, many of 
whom were officers ; and the prisoners, who amoianted 
to six hundred, exceeded the whole number of Ameri- 
cans engaged under Terrj* After the victory had been 
decided, Conmimodore Perry's humane conduct to the 
wounded British soldiers, and* his kind consideration to 
his prisoners, was as honorable to his nature as his 
coolness and bravery during the action was to him as 
an officer. It called fortk their warmest thanki. dap- 
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tain Barclay declared that ^^ his conduct towards the 
captive officers and men was enough to immortalise 
him." 

Having now by this signal victory over the British, 
and the destruction of their whole fleet, obtained un- 
disputed possession of the lake, active preparations 
were immediately made for expelling Proctor from 
Maiden, and for the recovery of Detroit. General 
Harrison called on Governor Meigs for a portion of 
the Ohio volunteers, who, it has previously been 
stated, had tendered their services to General Harri- 
son ; the whole of whom had not yet been disbanded. 
On the 17th of September, four thousand volunteers, 
the flower of Kentucky, with the venerable and patri- 
otic Governor Shelby, the hero of King's mountain, at 
their head, arrived at General Harrison's camp. 

Thus reinforced, the commander-in-chief deter- 
mined at once to embark the infantry on board the 
fleet for Maiden ; and he directed Colonel Bichard 
M. Johnson to proceed with his mounted regiment of 
Kentuckians to Detroit by land. The latter accord- 
ingly took up their line of march, and arrived at the 
point of destination on the 80th of September, the 
day after the infantry. On the 27th, the other troopa 
embarked on board the vessels, and the next day ar- 
rived at a point below Maiden. But the British gen- 
eral, brave as he was, in making war upon unarmed 
men, declined to wait the approach of the Americans 
at that point. He had therefore destroyed the fleet 
and public stores, and retreated along the Thames 
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towards the Morftvian Tillages, together with his say- 
age allies under Tecumthe. Upon arriving at Mai- 
den, a number of females came out to implore the 
protection of the commander-in-chief; but he had 
already giien orders that even Proctor himself, if 
taken prisoner, should not be harmed, niuch less inno- 
cent and unprotected women. Governor Shelby had 
also issued an address to the Kentucky troops, enforc- 
ing it upon them to treat the inhabitants with justice 
and humanity, and to respect private property. On 
the 29th, the army reached Detroit, and took posses- 
sion of that town. It was resolved by General 
Harrison and Governor Shelby to proceed immedi- 
ately in pursuit of General Proctor. 

On the 2nd of October, they marched with a force 
of three thousand selected men, consisting chiefly of 
Colonel Ball's dragoons, Colonel Johnson's mounted 
regiment, and other detachments of Governor Shel- 
by's Kentucky volunteers. Commodore Perry and 
General Cass accompanied General Harrison on this 
enterprise as volunteer aids. On the first day the 
army moved with such rapidity that it traveled twen- 
ty-six miles. The same day they captured a Lieu- 
tenant of dragoons and eleven privates, from whom it 
was ascertained that Proctor had no certain knowl- 
edge of the approach of General Harrison. While 
repairing a bridge across a branch of the Thames, 
which the enemy had partly destroyed, they were 
attacked by a body of Indians from the other side. 
But they were soon dispersed, and two thousand stand 
. 18 " 
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of ftimfl ftnd a qoaDtity of clothing taken. They then 
punned the enemy four miles up the Thames, taklBg 
several pieces of cannon, and compelling them to de- 
stroy several vessels containing pnhlic stores. The 
following day they reached the place wKre the ene- 
my had encamped the night before. 

General Harrison ascertained shortly after that 
the British army had made a stand a few miles dis- 
tant, and was preparing for action. General Proctor 
had drawn up his regular forces across a narrow strip 
of land covered with hearth trees, flanked on one side 
by a swamp, and on the other by the River Thames. 
Their left rested on the river, supported by the larger 
portion of their artillery, and their right on the 
swamp. Beyond the swamp, and between it and the 
other morass, still further to the right, were posted 
the Indians under Tecumthe. This position was skil- 
fully chosen by Proctor ; but he committed a fatal 
error in neglecting to fortify his front, and drawing 
up his troops in open order. Wa whole force con- 
sisted of eight hundred regular soldiers, and two 
thousand Indian warriors.'^ 

The troops, at General Harrison's disposal, amount- 
ed to about three thousand. But when it is recol- 
lected that the enemy had chosen his own position, 
effectually securing his flank, and that Harrison oould 
not present to him a line more extended than his own, 
this disparity of force will be admitted to be nearly 
or quite compensated for, and the superior bravery of 
*Bnek«aridfe. 
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the American troops made apparent. They consisted 
of about one hundred and twenty regulars, of the 
twenty-seventh regiment ; five brigades of Kentucky 
volunteer militia infantry, under Governor Shelby, 
averaging less than five hundred men ; and Colonel 
Johnson's mounted infantry. No disposition of an 
army, opposed to an Indian force, can be safe, unless 
it can be secured on the flank and in the rear. Gen- 
eral Harrison formed his men in conformity with this 
idea. 

General Trotter's brigade, of five hundred men, 
formed the front line ; his right up the road, and his 
left upon the swamp. General King's brigade formed 
the second line, one hundred and fifty yards in the 
tear of Geaeral Trotter's ; and General Child's brig- 
ade, as a corps reserve, in the rear of it. These three 
brigadiers formed the command of Major-General 
Henry. The whole of General Desha's division, con- 
sisting of two brigades, were formed enpotence on 
the left of General Trotter. 

While General Harrison was engaged in forming 
the infantry, he had directed Colonel Johnson's regi-. 
ment, which was still in front, to be formed in two 
lines opposite to the enemy ; and, upon the advance 
of the infantry, to take ground to the left, and fixing 
upon that flank, endeavor to turn the right of the 
Indians. But from the thickness of the woods, and 
swampiness of the ground, he was convinced that they 
would be unabled to do anything on horseback, and 
there was no time to dismount and place their horses 
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in security. He, therefore, determined to refuse his 
left to the Indians, and to break the British lines, at 
once, by a charge of the mounted infantry. This was 
a novel movement in military tactics, suggested by 
General Harrison's good judgment, and one that 
he was satisfied would succeed, from the fact that 
American backwoodsmen ride better in the woods 
than any other people. He was persuaded; too, that 
the enemy would be quite unprepared for the shock, 
and would be unable to resist it. 

In accordance with this plan, General Harrison 
directed the regiment to be drawn up in close columns, 
with its right at a distance of fifty yards from the 
road, that it might be, in some measure, protected by 
the trees from the artillery ; its left upon the swamp, 
and to charge at full speed as soon as the enemy 
delivered their fire. The few regular troops of the 
twenty-seventh regiment, under Colonel Paul, occu- 
pied, in columns of sections four, the small space, 
between the road and the river, for the purpose of 
seizing the enemy's artillery, and some ten or twelve 
. friendly Indians were directed to move under the 
bank. The crotchet formed by the first line, and Gen- 
eral Desha's division, was an important point. At that 
place Governor Shelby was posted. 

General Harrison placed himself at die head of 
the front line of infantry to direct the movements 
of the cavalry, and to give them the necessary 
support. The army had moved on in this order, but 
a short distance^ when the mounted men reeeiTod the 
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fire of the British line and were ordered to charge. 
The horses in the front column recoiled from the fire. 
Another fire was immediately given by the enemy^ 
and the cavalry at length, getting in motion, broke 
through them with irresistible force. In one minute 
the contest in front was over. The British officers, 
seeing no hope of redncing their broken and panic- 
struck ranks to order, and the American mounted 
men wheeling upon them and pouring in upon them a 
steady and destructive fire, immediately surrendered. 
Upon the left, however, the contest was more severe 
with the Indians. Colonel Johnson, who commanded 
on the flank of his regiment, received a most galling 
fire from them : but it was returned with great effect. 
The Indians, still further to the right, advanced and 
fell in with our front line of infantry, near its junc* 
tion with General Desha's division, and for a moment 
made an impression upon it. Governor Shelby, how- 
ever, brought up a regiment to its support, and the 
enemy receiving a severe fire in front, and a part of 
Colonel Johnson's regiment having gained their rear,, 
retreated with precipitation. 

During the action the Indians, under their distin- 
guished leader, Tecumthe, fought with a courage and 
determination which the British troops did not ex- 
hibit. The voice of their great chief could be dis- 
tinctly heard, even above the roar of battle, encour- 
aging his warriors to increased efforts ; and although 
beset on every side,' except that of the morass, they 
fought with more obstinate bravery than they had 
18* 
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ever exhibited before. * Indeed, they only ceased their 
efforts after the fall of Tecumthe, who was killed near 
the close of the action. Colonel Johnson having ob- 
served the desperation with which he and a body 
of warriors who had gathered around him fought, 
charged into the midst of them. His uniform and 
the white horse he rode made him a conspicuous mark 
for Indian rifles, and he almost immediately fell badly 
wounded. Tecumthe meanwhile was killed in the 
m^l^e ; but the Indians continued to fight as fiercely 
as ever for some time, until no longer hearing the 
voice of their great leader, they gave way on all 
sides. The contest was now closed, and the Ameri- 
cans had obtained an overwhelming victory over the 
marauder Proctor and his fiir greater and more mag^ 
nanimous ally, Tecumthe. 

The loss of the British in this engagement was 
nineteen killed, fifty wounded, and six hundred taken, 
prisoners. The Indians left one hundred and twenty 
on the field. The American loss, in killed and wound- 
ed, amounted to upwards of fifty, seventeen of whom 
were Kentuckians. Several pieces of brass cannon, 
the trophies of the revolutionary war, and which had 
been surrendered by General Hull at Detroit, were 
retaken. General Proctor basely deserted his troops, 
almost at the very commencement of the action, thus 
confirming beyond a doubt the proof of his cowardice 
already given by his conduct in murdering disarmed 
' prisoners. 

General Harrison immediately ordered' Colond 
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PajBe to pursue the* fugitive with a part of his bat- 
tallion, which was promptly done, and the pursuit 
continued for a distance of six miles beyond the Mo* 
ravian towns, where some Indians were killed, and a 
large amount of public property captured. The pur- 
suit was still continued by several officers, with their 
privates, for several miles, but was arrested by the 
darkness of night. His pursuers, however, pressed 
him so closely that he was obliged to abandon his 
carriage, which, together with his sword and papers, 
fell into their hands, and conceal himself in the forest. 

In communicating to the Secretary of War his 
report of this action, he commended, in the warmest 
terms, the conduct of his officers and men on the oc- 
casion. Of Governor Shelby especially he spoke in 
terms of the highest admiration, and scarcely less 
warmly of Generals Henry, Desha, Allen, Caldwell, 
King, Chiles, and Trotter; of his aids OTullen, 
Todd, Perry, Cass, Smith and Chambers ; of Colonel 
Johnson, Payne and Thompson, and of Mi^or Wood 
and Captain Butler, all of whom rendered their coun- 
try good service on that day, as did every officer and 
private in the engagement. Commodore Perry re- 
payed the important aid General Harrison had ren- 
dered him in the battle of Lake Erie. 

It has been well said that, in the signal victory 
gained over Barclay's fleet and Proctor's army, it is 
impossible to separate the brave and victorious com- 
manders. The circumstances are indeed very strik- 
ing. General Harrison sent reinforcraients to assist 
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Perrj, and the action terminated in the capture of the 
whole British fleet. In return, Commodore Perry 
volunteered with Greneral Harrison, and assisted him 
in the capture of the British army. Perry, himself, 
in writing to Greneral Harrison, bears cheerful testi- 
mony to the valuable aid reeeived from him. He 
says, ^^ the very great assistance, in the action of the 
l(Hh, rendered by these men, you were pleased to 
send on board the squadron, renders it a duty to 
return you my sincere thanks for so timely a rein* 
forcement. In fact, sir, I may say, that without 
those nine, the victory could not have been achiev- 
ed." 

Having now, in conjunction with Commodore Per- 
ry, taken quiet possession of Upper Canada, on the 
17th of October, they issued a proclamation, setting 
forth, that as the combined land and naval forces 
under their command, those of the enemy in the upper 
district of Upper Canada, had been captured or de- 
stroyed, — and as the said district was then in the 
quiet possession of their troops, — ^it became necessary 
to provide for its government. Therefore, they pro- 
claimed and made known that the rights and privileges 
of the inhabitants, and the laws and customs of the 
country as they existed, or were in force, before their 
arrival, should continue to prevail: All magistrates, 
and all other civil officers, were to resume the exercise 
of their functions, previously taking an oath to be 
faithful to the government of the United States, as 
long as they shall be in possession of the country. 
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The authority of militia commissionfl was suspended 
in said diBtricts, and the officers required to give their 
parole in snch way as the officer, who may be ap- 
pointed by the commanding-general to administer the 
goyemment, shall direct. 

The inhabitants of said districts were promised pro* 
tection to their persons and property, with the excep* 
tion of those cases embraced by the proclamation of 
General Proctor, which was declared to be in full 
force, and the powers therein assomed were transferred 
to the officer appointed. 

An anecdote is related in connection with the battle 
of the Thames, by an eye witness, and indeed by one 
of the parties, showing the painfnl degree of anxiety 
that the barbarities of Proctor and his Indian blood- 
hounds had created, and the wild enthusiasm that the 
news of the victory caused. In those days mails 
were few and uncertain; and our citizens eagerly 
hailed erery traveler from the West for some in- 
telligence of our army. Such was the delay and 
nncertainty, that it was generally believed that Har- 
rison and his army had, like those before him, been 
defeated and massacred. The narrator of this cir- 
emnstance was, at the time referred to, attending school 
in a log cabin, in Washington, Pennsylvania, taught 
by an honest and patriotic Irishman. 

One day while his eyes were Wandering out of the 
window, as the eyes of the best disposed scholars 
sometimes will wander, he espied the mail boy, from 
tlie Westy coming at full speed. Soon he reached the 
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log cabin sohooUhoiiflo, and as he passed it, he called 
onty " Harrison has whipped the British and the In- 
dians r* The Irish tutor, with as true an American 
heart, as oyer beat in human bosom, immediately 
sprang from his seat as the tomahawk of Tecumthe was 
about to be hurled at his head, his eyes flashing fire, 
and exclaimed, at the top of his voice, ^^ Boy9j do you 
hear that !*' Then siesing his hat, he rushed madly out 
in plirsuit of the miul boy, his scholars all at his heels» 
and all exclaiming in tiie delirium of happy excite- 
ment, ^' Hurrah for General Harrison !" '' God bless 
General Harrison !" In a few moments the whole 
village joined in the glad shout — ^^ Hurrah fur Gen- 
eral Harrison ! He has whipped the British and lii- 
dians!" 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Thb defeat and capture of die British army at 
the battle of the Thames was attended with the most 
important results. It, in reality, finished the work 
which Commodore Perry had so well begun, by his 
glorious victory on Lake Erie, and enabled the com- 
mander-in-chief to rescue the whole north-western 
territory from the depredations of the savages^ and 
the horrors of war. The national gratitude burst out 
in one lond voice of applause ; General Harrison was 
complimented by Congress, and by various public 
bodies, and his victory was declared by Langdon 
Cheves, on the floor of Congress, that the victory 
was such as would have secured to a Roman geneiral, 
in the best days of the republic, the honors of a tri- 
umph, and that it put an end to the war in Uppw 
Canada. And President Madison, in his next annual 
message, declared, in equally emphatic language, that 
the result was signally honorable t6 Major-General 
Harrison, by whose military talents the victory was 
won. And again, Oovemor Snyder, in his annual 
message to the Legislature of Pennsylvania, said, the 
blessings of thousands of women and children rescued 
from the scalping-knife of the ruthless savage of the 
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irilderness, and from the still more sarage Proctor, 
rest on HarriBon and his gallant army. Sach was 
the unanimous opinion of the country upon Crenersl 
Harrison's conduct, and of the consequences that most 
flow from the victory of the Thames. 

(General Harrison was now in a condition to pro- 
ceed to the Niagara frontier without the risk of s 
repetition of Proctor's outrages, which he accordingly 
did, taking McArthur's brigade ; the rifle regiment, 
under Colonel Wells ; and the battalion, under Colo* 
nel BalL In this he anticipated the wishes of the 
goYemment. Though he had received no instructions 
from the War Department, since the preceding July, 
his own intricate acquaintance with the condition 
and wants of the country, as well as his superior 
knowledge of the movements of the enemy, and his 
correct military judgment, led him to transfer his 
disposable force to the Niagara straits after he had 
so successfully accomplished the main objects of the 
caijjpaign. The want of necessary provisions, and the 
advanced state of the season, had previously induced 
him and Commodore Perry to abandon, for the pres- 
ent, the expedition against Mackinac. General Cass 
was stationed at Detroit, with his brigade, and the 
civil government of Michigan, and the military oc- 
cupation of Upper Canada was committed to his 
charge.* 

On the 22nd, (General Harrison reached Erie, in 
Commodore Perry's fleet, and Buffalo on the 24th of 
\ * SkeWhM of Cta&eral Harzlioa. 
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October, and proceeded immediatelj to Newark, "Where 
he aflsmned the command of the troops at that place, 
and also at Forts G^rge and Niagara, then under 
the command of Oeneral McClure, of New York. 
While at Newark, he received from General Arm- 
strong, the Secretary of War, a copy of the despatch 
of 22nd September, which had been lost by Captain 
Brown in attempting to pass np the Detroit in Octo- 
ber. This letter suggested to General Harrison the 
propriety of proceeding to the Niagara straits aftw 
he had secored Maiden and the army nnder Proctor. 
Another letter received firom him, about the same 
time, nnder date of October 20th, adds the weight of 
his opinion in favor of the conrse adopted by General 
Harrison, in his operations against Proctor, a subject 
aboQt which there had been some controversy. In a 
letter datfd the SOth of the same month, the Secreta- 
ry of War recommended to General Harrison, to move 
against the enemy at Burlington Heights, near the 
head of Lake Ontario, the capture or destruction of 
which, he says, would be a glorious finale to the cam- 
paign. 

Greatly to the surprise of every one, however, 
four days after this letter was received, he was, in 
effect, suspended from his command by the same ad- 
ministration which had, up to that time, given him so 
many proofs of its approval of his conduct. On the 
8rd of November, he received a despatch from (Gen- 
eral Armstrong, requiring him to send General Mo 
Axtknr's brigade to Sack^cr Harbor^ and oonduding 
19 
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with {he declaration, that he would be pennitted to 
make a yisit to his family. This General Harrison 
rery naturally understood as an order to retire to his 
own district. His letters to General McClure, of No- 
vember 16th, show that he regarded, it in this light ; and 
that he believed it left him no alternative as to the 
disposal of General McArthur's brigade. Immediately 
upon the receipt of this intimation, he accompanied 
the troops to Sacket's Harbor, and thence returned 
to Cincinnati, resuming early in January, 1814, the 
command of the eighth military district. 

Shortly before his departure from Fort George, 
an interesting correspondence took place between 
General Harrison and the British General Vineent, in 
regard to the treatment of prisoners of war. General 
Harrison, after assuring him that he had taken every 
precaution in regard to the prisoners in his.hands, he 
adds, with equal force and justice, that he wished it 
distinctly understood, that in these assurances his 
conduct had been directed solely by motives of hu- 
manity, and not by a belief that it could be claimed 
on the score of reciprocity of treatment towards the 
American prisoners who had fallen into General 
Proctor's hands. He continues, that the unhappy 
description of persons who have escaped from the 
tomahawk of the savages, in the employment of the 
British government, who fought under the immediate 
orders of that inhuman and cowardly officer, had 
suffered all the indignities and privations which 
humnn nature is capable of enduring. He iaaasted 
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that there was not a single instance in which the pro- 
perty of the officers had not been respected. 

Having thns briefly referred to the past treatment 
of American prisoners, and to the horrid barbarities 
committed by the savages, nnder the command of 
IVoctor, he demanded from General Vincent an ex- 
plicit declaration as to the fntnre, and whether the 
same species of warfare which they had, np to that 
time, practiced against the' American troops, and 
against the peaceable inhabitants of our frontiers, 
irasto be continued. He recounted a long list of 
barbarities of this kind, many of them perpetrated 
mider the very eyes of British officers. 

To retaliate, he proceeds to say^ upon the sub- 
jdcts of the king, would have been justifiable by the 
laws of war, and the usages of the most civilized na- 
tions. To do so has been most amply within my 
power. The tide of fortune has changed in our favor, 
and an extensive and flourishing province opened to 
oar arms, nor have the instruments of vengeance been 
wanting. The savages, who sued to us for mercy, 
would gladly have shown their claims to it by re-en- 
acting upon the Thames the bloody scenes of French- 
town, Fort Meigs and Cold Creek. A single sign 
would have been sufficient to haye poured upon the 
subjects of the king their whole fury. The future 
conduct of the British officers wiU determine the cor- 
rectness of mine in withholding it. If the savages 
should again be let loose upon our settlements, I shall 
with justiee be accused oi saeif ifioing the interests and 
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honor of mj country, and the liyes of our f ellow-citi- 
sens to feelings of false and mistaken humanity. Yon 
are a soldier, sir, and, as I sincerely belieye, possess 
all the honorable sentiments which onght always to be 
fonnd in men who follow the profession of arms. Use 
then, I pray yon, your authority and influence to stop 
that dreadful effusion of innocent blood, which pro- 
.ceeds from the employment of those monsters whose 
aid is so little to be depended upon, when most need- 
ed, and which can have so trifling an influence upon 
the issue of the war. The effect of their barbarities 
will not be confined to the present generation. Ages 
to come will feel the deep-rooted hatred and enmity 
which they must produce between the two nations. - 

I deprecate most sincerely the dreadful alternative 
which will be offered to me should it be continued ; 
but I solemnly declare that if the Indians, who re- 
main under the influence of the British goyernment, 
are suffered to commit any depredations upon the dis- 
trict that is committed to my protection, I will remove 
the restrictions which have hitherto been imposed 
upon those who have offered their services to the 
United States, and direct them to carry on the war in 
their own way. I have never heard a single excuse 
for the employment of savages by your government, 
unless we can credit the story of some British officers, 
having dared to assert that, as we employ Kentack- 
ians, you had a right to make use of the Indians. 

If such injurious sentiments have really prevailed, 
to the pr^udioe of a brave, well informed, and virtu* 
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0118 people, they thII be remoTed by the representa- 
tionB of your officers who were lately taken upon the 
River Thames. They will inform you, sir, that so far 
from offering any violence to the persons of their 
prisoners, these savages would not suffer a word to es- 
cape them which was calculated to wound or insult 
their feelings, and this, too, with the sufferings of their 
friends at the River Raisin and the Miami fresh upon 
their recollection. 

In answer to this letter, General Vincent admitted 
that the captured British officers bore full testimony 
to ihe kind and humane treatment they had received 
from their American captors, but he declined giving 
General Harrison the assurances he required, that he 
would thereafter prevent a repetition of those atroci- 
ties which had rendered Proctor's name forever infa- 
mous, though he pledged himself to endeavor to alle- 
viate as much as possible thode who, by the chances . 
of war, might fall into his hands. He also expressed 
his desire that no such acts of cruelty might be there- 
after committed, under any pretext. His reply was can- ^ 
tious and non-committed. Either he felt that he could ^^1 
not, or did not wish, wholly to suppress the outrages 
of which General Harrison so indignantly and so 
justly complained. 

General Harrison, it has been seen, returned to 
Cincinnati, after the very extraordinary letter of the 
Secretary of War to him, of December 8rd, and re- 
sumed the command of his military division. The 
course of public opinion, during the winter succeeding 
19* 



THX Lm ov 

his virtual sospensioii from the command of the north- 
western army, indicated very decidedly the choice of 
the victor of Tippecanoe, Fort Meigs and the Thames, 
as the most suitable officer to be invested with the 
chief command of the army in the next campaign. 
Oommodore Perry, General McArthur and other gal- 
lant and experienced officers, expressed the most 
earnest desire that he might be appointed command- 
er-in-chief for the ensoing campaign. Bat from 
causes which can neither be explained nor justified, 
General Armstrong's feelings and opinions had under- 
gone a remarkable change in regard to General 
Harrison, or at least, his conduct towards him had 
undergone a change not dictated by a regard for the 
interests of the country, or by any sudden light he 
had received in regard to his character and public 
services. His conduct, therefore, in regard to an 
officer, who had so faithfully, so ably, and, above 
all, so successfully discharged his duty to the coun- 
try, and who was, besides, the idol of the army, must 
be attributed as dishonorable to General Armstrong, 
as the consequences growing out of their indulgence 
was injurious to the public service. Nor is the admin- 
istration entirely from just censure for permitting and 
indeed sanctioning an act of such glaring injustice 
to a great and successful, and a pure patriot. 

General Armstrong's plan of the campaign, sub- 
mitted to the President, on the SOth of April, 1814, 
left no doubt that General Harrison would not be 
assigned a command in the active operations of the 
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jear. All the troops in the eighth militarj dis- 
trict, excepting garrisons for Detroit and Maiden, 
were to be held in readiness to move down the 
lake to BnfiEalOy and General McArthur was des- 
ignated for the command of those corps, including 
the 17th, 19th, 24th and 28th regiments of reg- 
ulars. This arrangement of all the disposable 
force in the north-west, while it left General Harri- 
son to remain in the eighth militarj district, was 
\iade after the receipt of his letter at the War De- 
partment, of the 13th of February, 1814, in which he 
expressed his riews and feelings in regard to his sus- 
pension from his command of the north-western army. 
That letter concludes with the declaration, that apart 
from the considerations of his duty to his country, he 
had no inducements to remain in the army, and that 
if the prerogatiTCS of his rank and station, as the 
commander of a district, be taken from him, being 
fully convinced that he could render no important ser- 
vice, he should much rather be permitted to retire 
from public life. 

But the Secretary of War was not content with 
the degredation he had inflicted upon the brave Har- 
rison, in withdrawing him from his command, and 
withholding him from active service, during the ap- 
proachiug campaign. He still persisted in interfering 
with his prerogatives, as the commander of the dis- 
trict. His next unworthy act was to dispatch to 
Major Holmes, a subordinate officer at Detroit,, an 
order to take two hundred men from that port^ and 



proceed on board of Commodore Bihclair's fieet| 
destined for Mackinac. This proceeding on the part 
of the Secretary of War was a gross invasion of mili- 
tary propriety, as well as a direct insult to General 
Harrison, whatever may have been the design. 

The order not only passed by the General, but 
was also derogatory to Colonel Croghan, the immedi- 
ate commander of the poeft. The gallant young offi- 
cer spoke of this conduct without reserve, and in a 
letter to General Harrison, he wrote as follows :-^' 
^^ Major Holmes has been notified by the War De- 
partment, that he is chosen to command the land troqw 
which are destined to co-operate with the fleet against 
the enemy's force, on the upper lakes. So soon as 
I may be directed by you, to order Major Holmes on 
that command, and to furnish him with the necessary 
troops, I shall do so. But not tiU then shall he or 
any other part of my force leave the sod." In anoth- 
er letter to General Harrison, he said, ^^ I know not 
how to account for the Secretary of War's assuming 
to himself the right of designating Major Holmes for 
this command to Mackinac. My ideas on the subject 
may not be correct, yet for the sake of the principle, 
were I a general, commanding a district, I would be 
very far from suffering the Secretary of War, or any 
other authority, from interfering with my internal 
police." 

This order to Major Holmes, would authorize the in- 
ference, that the Secretary of War may have had other 
correspondence with him or other inferior offioera of 
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the district. At any rate it was a oonrse of conduct, 
tbe most insulting and derogatory to a high spirited, 
honorable and patriotic officer, that could have been 
devised, and was, besides, both impolitic and indeli- 
cate. Immediately upon receiving notice of this 
order, be acted as any officer, having a proper regard 
for his honor would have done, and resigned his com- 
mission in the army. Accompanying his resignation, 
was a letter to the President, explaining his motives 
for the step he had taken, at the same time assuring 
him of his continued devotion to the interests of the 
country, and personal and political friendship for 
himself. 

" This measure," he says "has not been determin- 
ed on without a reference to all the reasons which 
should influence a citizen who is sincerely attached to 
the honor and interests of his country ; who believes 
that the war in which we are engaged is just, and ne- 
cessary, and that the crisis requires the sacrifice of 
every private consideration which could stand in op- 
position to the public good. But after giving the 
subject the most mature consideration, I am perfectly 
convinced, that my retiring from the army is as com- 
patible with the claims of patriotism as it is with 
those of my family, and a proper regard for my own 
feelings and home. 

" I have no other motives in writing this letter, 
than to assure you that my resignation was not pro- 
duced by any diminution of the interest I have always 
taken in the suecess of your administration, or of 
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respect and attachment to your pereon. The former 
can only take place Ythen I forget the republican 
principles in which I have been educated, and the 
latter when I shall cease to regard those feelings 
which must actuate every honest man, who is con- 
scious of favors which it is out of his power to repay." 

As soon as Governor Shelby understood that Gen- 
eral Harrison had forwarded his resignation, he ad- 
dressed a letter to the President, urging him to decline 
its acqeptance. The President was on a visit to 
Virginia, to which place the letters from General 
Harrison and Governor Shelby were forwarded. But 
that of the latter was not received until after the Sec- 
retary of War, without the previous consent of the 
President, had taken upon himself the high preroga- 
tive of accepting the resignation. President Madison 
expressed his great regretthat the letter of Governor 
Shelby had not been received at an earlier date, as in 
that case the valuable services of General Harrison 
would have been preserved to the nation in the ensu- 
ing campaign.* 

The letter from this venerable man, and distin- 
guished soldier, so truly reflected the public sentiment 
of the times, and is withal so highly expressed, and 
so pregnant with patriotic sentiments, that it well de- 
serves the consideration it has received, and to be 
preserved as a permanent record in feivor of the con- 
ceded military genius and pre-eminent public services 
of General Harrison. After stating his motives for 
» Sketches of Haiziaoii. 
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writing to the Preaideiity to be the interest he felt 
for oar beloved country, and his desire to promote the 
public good by all practicable means, he proceeds to 
say: — 

^^It is not my intention to eulogize General Harri- 
son. He is not in need of that aid ; his merits are 
too conspicuous not to be observed. But it is my 
intention to express to you, with candor, my opinion 
of the general, founded on personal observation. 

'^ A rumor has reached this State which, from the 
public papers, appears to be believed, that the com- 
manding general of the northern army, may be re- 
moved from that command. This circumstance has 
induced me to reflect on the subject, and to give a 
decided preference to Major-General Harrison, as his 
successor. Having served a campaign with him, by 
which I have been enabled to form some opinion of 
his military tactics, and capacity to command, I 
feel no hesitation to declare to you, that I believe him 
to be one of the first military characters I ever knew; 
and, in addition to this, he is capable of making great- 
er personal exertions than any officer with whom I 
have ever served. I doubt not, but it will hereafter 
be found, that the command of the north-western army, 
and the various duties attached to it, has been one of 
the most arduous and difficult tasks ever assigned to 
any officer in the United States ; yet he surmounted 
all. 

'* Impressed with the conviction, that General 
Harrison is fully adequate to tb^ command of the 
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northern army, should a change take place in that 
division, I venture thus freely to state my opinion of 
him, that he is a consummate general, and would fill 
this station with ability and honor, and that if, on the 
other hand, any arrangement should take place in the 
war department which may produce the resignation of 
General Harrison, it will be a misfortune which our 
country will have cause to lament. His appointment 
to the command of the northern army would be highly 
gratifying to the wishes of the western people, except 
some who may, perhaps, be governed by sinister 
views. 

^^ I confess the first impressions on my mind, when 
informed of the defeat of Colonel Dudley's regiment, 
on the 5th of May last, were unfavorable to General 
Harrison's plans. But on correct information, and a 
knowledge of his whole plans, I have no doubt bat 
they were well concerted, and might with certainty 
have been executed, had his orders been strictly obey- 
ed. I mention this subject because Mr. H. Clay 
informed me that he had shown you my letter, stating 
the impressions which that affair made on my mind 
on information that was not correct." 

Thus was lost to the country the services of the 
first military character of the day — a general who 
never lost a battle, and in whom not only the army, 
but the whole nation, had the most unlimited confi- 
dence. And this deep injury was inflicted upon the 
country, from no other motive, that has ever been 
discovered, than to the jealousy of a Bmall-minded 
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and malerolent man. Bat while his attempts to poll 
a great man down to his own level, prored a signal 
faflore, he snnk himself - so low that his name is 
almoet forgotten^ or only remembered to be despised. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Before proceeding with a record of General Har- 
rison's civil and political career, it may be proper to 
complete the chain of military eyents, transpiring m 
other parts of the conntrj, than upon the theatre of 
his immediate operations. General Wilkinson had 
been appointed commander-in-<^hief of the American 
forces npon the resignation of General Dearbome^ 
The force under his command, on the l^iagara, 
amounted to eight thousand regulars, besides those 
under General Dearbome, which were expected to ar- 
rive in the course of the month of October. Greneral 
Wade Hampton was appointed to the command of the 
army of the North, encamped at Plattsburgh, and 
amounting to four thousand men. 

Extensive preparations had been made for the in- 
vasion of Canada, by General Wilkinson, and on the 
2nd of October, 1818, he left Fort George with the 
principle body of troops, for Grenadier's Island, a 
point of rendezvous convenient for embarkation. On 
the 6th of November, the army landed a few miles 
above Fort Prescott, in Canada, on the St Lawrence. 
They met with some opposition, and had frequent 
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skinnishes Tfith the enemy between their landing and 
the 11th, when a sharp action was fought at a place 
caUed ChryBtler's Field. Both parties claimed the 
victory, though, in reality, neither had the right to 
okim it, and it may properly be called a drawn battle, 
as the enemy soon after retired to their camp, and 
the Americans to their boats. The loss of each was 
abo about eqoaL The Americans had one hundred 
and two kiEed^ and three hundred and thirty-nine 
womMled. Amongst the wounded was the brave Gen- 
•ral Covingftim, who died two days after, and but for 
whoee &U die victory would undoubtecUy been with 
Hm Amerieans. Several other valuable officers were 
also badly wounded. From the fact that the British 
nev«r again attacked the Americans, it may not be 
too imidi to say that the advantage of the battle waa 
on the side of the Americans* 

At Bamhart, where the army arrived on the 12th, 
information was received which at once put an end 
to an further designs upon Montreal, the main object 
for whidi the invasion of Canada was undertaken* A 
few days before the battle of Chrystler's Field, the 
oomnaader-in-chief had sent orders to General Hamp- 
ton, to meet him at St. Begis. But this order he de- 
elined to ezeeute, owing to the scantiness of General 
Wilkiason's supply of provisions, and the impossibility 
of his transporting a larger quantity of provisions 
than » man could carry on his back. He therefore 
detennined to open a oommimication with the St. 
Lawrence and Ohateaug^y. With a view to a readier 



THx UR or 

oo-operation with the eommander-in-diief in his con- 
templated attack upon Montreal, he had deeoended the 
Ghateaugaj River from Plattsbnrgh with the forces 
under his command. But he was thwarted in hia at- 
tempt by General ProTost, and, by the advice of hk 
officera, determined to retreat to a place he had occu- 
pied some days before, called the Four Onueis, 
where he arriyed on the last day of the month. Hav- 
ing by this movement diverted the attention oi the 
enemy from the army of General Wilkinson, he fdl 
back to a position where he could with greater iacilily 
make his way to the St. Lawrence. It was from this 
point that he dispatched the letter to the eommandsr- 
in*chief already mentioned. 

Upon the receipt of this informatifm, a council of 
officers was called by General Willdnsim, by whom it 
was determined that the objects of the campaign were 
no longer attainable. It was therefore resdved to 
quit the Canada side of the St. Lawrence, and 
go into winter quarters at French Mills, on Salmon 
Biver. General Hampton followed his example, and 
soon after, in consequence of indisposition, rested 
his command to General Isard. Thus terminated 
a campaign which had excited the h^est expecta- 
tions of the country, and which created disappoint- 
ment and dissatisfaction in proportion to these san- 
guine hopes. The failure of the enterprise was 
attributed to inability of (General Hampton to co-op- 
erate with Chneral Wilkinson, and the mischieTOiiS 
interference of the Secretaiy of War, who was en the 
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groundy anperiDtendifig tbe operations of the cam* 
paign, ambitious to prove to the country bow muoh 
more oompetent he was to bring the war to a glorious 
termination than General Harrison, whom his envy 
had driven from the service. 

Commodore Chauncej, meanwhile, was not idle 
on Lake Ontario. He used all his exertions to bring 
the British squadron, Sir James Yeo, to an engage- 
ment, but was unable to do so, owing to the poor sail- 
ing qualities of his vessels. On the 7th of September, 
however, he got within sufficient distance of the ene- 
my to open a running fire upon him by which consid- 
erable injury was effected. He then took refuge in 
Amherst Bay, and was there blockaded until the 
17th. About the middle of October, he captured five 
British armed schooners, on board of which were a 
considerable number of soldiers. The same day the 
British fleet took refuge in Kingston, and Commodore 
Chauncey remained master of the lake during the re- 
mainder of the season. 

On the 19th of December, the British surprised 
Fort Niagara, through the shameful negligence of 
Captain Leonard, the commandbg officer, and put 
Ae whole garrison, amounting to three hundred, prin- 
cipally invalids, to the sword. This act of barbar- 
ity was alleged to have been committed in retaliation 
for the burning of Newark, a village on the Canada 
side of the Niagara, which was destroyed a short time 
before* The destruction of Lewistown, Buffalo ai^d 
other places, followed rapidly upon tbe heels of this 
20* 
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outrage, all in retaliation for an act that had prompt- 
ly been disayowed by the American goyernment. And 
eyen if it had not been, there was no further outrage 
committed at Newark than simply burning the yillage 
after the inhabitants had been given notice to remove 
their effects. Thus virtually closed the campaign at 
the North. 

At the South the war was prosecuted during the 
summer, principally by the Indians, with great fero- 
city — or rather they had began hostilities with a de- 
termination to wage it to the knife. They had been 
induced to declare war, especially the Creeks, through 
the machinations of the British. Their first act of 
hostilities was against Fort Mims, one of a line of 
posts, that the inhabitants had hastily thrown up on 
the yarious branches of the Mobile. This place was 
surprised towards the last of August. After a bloody 
contest, however, they withdrew, but soon again re- 
newed the attack, the fort was carried and every per- 
son in it put to death. Not a man, woman, or chSd 
was spared. In retaliation for this wholesale massa- 
cre. General Coffee, of Tennessee, was sent against Tul- 
lushatches, a Creek town, and two hundred of the war- 
riors were killed, and three hundred women and chil- 
dren taken prisoners. On the 8th of Noyember, five 
days after, another action took place between General 
Coffee and a large body of Indians, at Fort Talla- 
dega. The Indians were defeated with a loss of about 
three hundred more. On the 17th, he surprised a 
town containing three huiidred warriors, sixty rf 
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whom were killed, and the rest taken prisoners. The 
Georgia militia, under General Floyd, also advanced 
into the Creek country, and defeated them in soTeral 
engagements. 

On the 17th of January, 1814, General Andrew 
Jackson, with a view of making a diversion in favor 
of General Floyd, marched to the relief (tf Fort 
Armstrong. On the 2l8t, his camp was vigorously 
attacked by a large force. But they were soon re- 
pulsed, and compelled to fly. Finding himself but 
poorly supplied with provisions. General Jackson 
thought it advisable to retreat The next morning 
he f^ into an ambuscade. But he had anticipated 
it, and made such admirable arrangements for meeting 
it, that the Indians ware repulsed at great loss. He 
BOW continued his retreat without molestation. 

General Floyd in the meanwhile continiied his 
operations against the savages. On the 27th of Jan* 
uaty, he was attacked at Fort defiance, by a very 
large body of them; but he r^nlsed them with 
Bev^e loss. Often as they had been diefeated, how* 
ever, and desperate as their condition seemed to be, 
they determined to make one more desperate effort to 
diange the fortune of war; and they accordingly 
made their last stand at a place called Horse Shc^ 
Bend, on the Tallapoosa Biver. Across the aeek of 
the peninsula, formed by the curve of the rirer, ihey 
erected a breast-work, five feet high, and of great 
strength, with a double row of port-holes artfully 
arrangisd. Here they imaghied themselves perfeetly 
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tecore ; Imt the j were doomed to a sad disapiHMiit* 
meat. After a dreadfal conflict, as bloody as it was 
shorty the Indians were totally defeated and cot to 
pieces. So well had General Jackson taken his meas* 
ures, that not more than fifty made th«r escape, while 
five hnndred and fifty-seven were killed, besides those 
who were thrown into the river by their friends or 
drowned in attempting to fly. Jackson's loss in kiUed 
was only forty-nine, including twenty-three friendly 
Indians, and one hmidred and fifty-two woanded, m- 
clttding forty-seven friendly Indians. This decisive 
victory ended the Greek war. In the coarse of the 
following summer (Joieral Jackson dictated a peace 
to the Creeks, on severe terms. 

The campaign of 1814 was opened at the North 
by an unsuccessful attack, under General Wilkinson, 
qpon a considerable body of British at La Golle MUl, 
three miles from House's Point. In this aflair the 
Americans lost one hundred and forty in killed and 
wounded. The disastrous termination of this attadt, 
together with the complete fiulure of the last cam- 
paign, brought General Wilkinson into such disrepute 
that the administration yielded to the popular voice, 
and suspended him from his command. The army 
was placed under the command of General Inid. 
General Wilkinson was subsequently tried and hono^ 
rably acquitted. 

A warm contest was now begun for superiority on 
Lake Ontario. The British had commenced the con- 
stniction of a large slup for the purpose of ineltning 
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il to dieir side. Vqt the purpose of maiBtaiiuikg as 
near as possible an equality of foroe. Commodore 
Chaiincej had also commanded the construction of an 
additional one. Frequent attempts were made by 
each party to destroy these y ^ssels, but they all f ail*^ 
ed. The British then attempted to destroy the rig- 
ging designed for the American stup, which was at 
Oawago. For this purpose they made a desperate 
attack on this place, on the 6th of May, bat were 
gallantly repulsed. The following day the attack 
was renewed from their fleet, and two thousand men 
marched under Qeneral De Waterrille, who succeeded 
in gaining the shore, though brayely resisted by Lieu- 
tenant Pierce. The Americans, finding that further 
lenatance would be useless, fell back to Oswego Fall, 
whither the naval stores, for which the British had 
been to so much trouble, had previously been remoT- 
ed. The English lost in the attack two hundred aad 
thirty-five men, in killed and wounded. To compeii- 
sate them for so much blood they obtained the eamMui 
of the fort, a few barrels of proviaioiis, and some 
whiskey. The next morning the enemy evacuated 
the place. 

After an attack upon Pultneyville, in which tihey 
were repulsed by General Swift, of the New York 
militia, the enemy's fleet blockaded Sacket's Harbor, 
cutting off all communication between that port and 
^er places on the lake. But when he heard that 
the new American ship, ^^ Superior," had received h^ 
equipment from the interior, be raised the blockade 
and returned to Kingston. 
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On the 28tlL of May, a large party of Britiab 
were drawn into Sandy Greek, where they were sud- 
denly attacked by Captain Wookey, Beveral gun* 
boats and articles captured, and several naval offi- 
cers, and one hundred and thirty men, taken {niaon- 
ers. They had been sent out to capture a quantity 
of naval storeB, bound for Oswego, and destined for 
the '^Mohawk," another new American ship. This loss 
was the more severe to the British, as it gave the 
Americans onoe more the command of Lake Ontario. 
This was the only event of much consequence that 
tranqured «ther on Lakes Erie^ Ontario^ or Cham- 
plain, until late in the season. 

Tlie operationfi on land were of comparatively 
little ooDsequence, until near mid-summer, though 
several skirmishes took place, and some enterprises 
in which ^at gallantry and good conduct was dis- 
played. Li a skirmish on the border of Lake Erie, 
Miyor Foreyth, a valuable officer, lost his life. He 
made an invasion to Oldtown, and attacked a body of 
British, killing nineteen of them, but lost his own life. 
Another afair was an incursion into Canada, by 
Colonel Campbell, who destroyed a number of private 
dwellings, together with some mills and distilleries. 
For this act he was court-martialed and censured. 

But the most gallant afiair that signalized the 
opening of the campaign was the defense made by 
Captain Hdimes against a greatly superior force of 
British and Lidians. On the 21st of February, 1814, 
he was dispatched by Captain Butler, who was in 
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command at Detroit, at the head of one hundred and 
sixty rangers, against a body of the enemy who had 
assembled at a village abont fifteen miles from Detroit. • 
Kot knowing the strength of the enemy, he took up 
a strong position, which he felt confident of beiog able 
to defend nntil he should ascertain. He was soon 
after attacked on all sides by the British and Indians. 
Bnt he and his men defended themselves with a comr- 
age, judgment and resolution, scarcely, if any, inferior 
to that of Fort Stephenson by Major Croghan. After 
several inefiectnal efforts to dislodge him, the enemy 
finally retreated in disorder, having lost sixty-five in 
killed and wonnded, besides Indians. 

The British kept np a formidable squadron before 
the ports of New York, Kew London and Boston, and 
the whole eastern coast was exposed to their ravages. 
Eastport was captured by Sir Thomas Hardy, and 
the inhabitants compelled to take the oath of allegi- 
ance to the British crown. It was afterwards decided, 
however, that they should be considered and treated 
as conquered people, and placed under a military 
government. The place was soon after strongly for- 
tified, and remained in the possession of the enemy 
until the close of the war. During the summer the 
British conquered, or rather entered upon the peace- 
able possession of all that part of Maine, east of the 
Penobscot, and was, like Eastport, retained until the 
end of the war. 

Our gallant little navy won even higher honors 
this year than since the war commenced. Oommo- 
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dore Portor emipletod bis sneeenfiil eounse in die 
Padfic Frmn April until Oetober 181S, he captored 
twelve amed Britidi whale ships, cariTiiig in all one 
hnndred and se^en gons, and three hundred and two 
men. Haiing after tbeae exploits thorooghly re- 
paired his ship, the ''Essex," he arrired at Valpa- 
raiso, on the 12th of Jannaiy, 1814. While here, 
C<»nBodore Hillyer arrived off the harbor in the 
'' Phesbe," aooooipanied by the '' Gherab," in porsnit 
of him. After trying in vain to bring these vesseb 
into action singly. Commodore Porter attempted to 
escape. Bnt he failed in the effort, and was finally 
captored, after making the most desperate resistance 
onreconL His ship was almost literaUy cat to pieces, 
and a large portion of his crew wo^ killed, wounded 
or missing. He was permitted to return to the Uni- 
ted States on parole. Bat upon arriving off the port 
<^ New York he was brought to by a British vessel, 
and his parole taken from him. He, however, suc- 
ceeded in effecting his escape, and arrived safely in 
New York. 

On the 29th of April, an ^dgaganent took place 
between the American sloop of war ^^ Peacock," and 
the British brig of war, ^^ Eperrier." After an action 
of forty-two minutes she struck her flag. In July 
following, the American sloop of war, ^^ Wasp," cap- 
tured the British brig ^^ Reindeer," after a desperate 
engagement, in which the ^^ Reindeer" lost half her 
crew, and the shq) was nearly destroyed. Not long 
after the " Wasp" had an engagement with the British 
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trig ^*Ar<m" wUcli Bonk almost before her crew 
eould be removed. On the 2lBt of September die 
esptored another prise, a British brig of eighteen 
guns. This was the last ever heard of the ^^ Waq[^" 
or her gallant commander, and she nndonbtedlj foul* 
dered at sea, carTying down with her eyery sonl on 
board. 

A single check to the almost nninterrapted series 
ef naval yictories, which had crowned onr efEbrts at 
sea, occurred in the loss of the ^ President," Commo- 
dore Decatur, by a British fleet of three ships of war. 
Bnt this loss was more than compensated by the 
capture of the "Cayenne** and "LeTant,"by the 
^ Oonstitation," Commodore Stewart, on the 20th of 
Febmary, 1815, and the capture of the British brig 
^'Pmgoin,'* by the <' Hornet," captain Biddle. 

Several gallant exploits signalised the American 
privateers. Amongst the most remarkable of these 
was the defense made by the privateer "Armstrong," 
in the Spanish port of Fayal, where she had taken 
refuge firom a British squadron. The " Armstrong" 
was first attacked by fear boats filled with men, and 
upon these being compelled to haul off, a second at- 
tack was made with twelve or foorteen boats, manned 
by several hundred men. They were suffered to ap- 
proach almost along side, when so destmctiTe a fire 
was opened, that in forty minutes scarcely a man of 
them was left. The next day, finding it useless to 
continue the contest, the captain of the ^^ Amstrong" 
remored his men to the sh<Mre, and sunk his vessel. For 
21 
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her loss a claim was preferred hj our govemmmt 
agaiast Spain, 'whkk came near inyolving the two 
coimtries in a serious difficulty in 1850, and which has 
bat recently been adjusted. The British loss amounted 
to one hundred and twenty killed and one hundred 
and thirty wounded. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Oir the Niagara frontier^ the fint impartant move- 
ment was the recaptnre of Fort Erie by General Scott. 
The next movement was against General BiaU, who 
oeenpied an entrenched camp at Chippewa. General 
Brown sucoeeded in drawing the British General into 
an engagement on the plains of Chippewa, on the 5th 
of July. The field was bravely contested on both 
rides, bnt the Americans carried off the palm of vic- 
tory ; and after an action of something over an hoar, 
the enemy retired, first, nntU he reached the sloping 
ground that lead to Chippewa, and from that point he 
fled in confusion to his intrenchments. In proportion 
to the nnmbers engaged in the battle, the loss on both 
sides was very severe. That of the Americans in 
killed, wonnded and missing, was three hundred and 
thirty-eight The total loss of the British amounted 
to five hundred and five. In this action, which filled 
the country with the greatest joy. General Scott es- 
pecially distinguished himself, and contributed very 
largely to the brilliant result of the battle. 

Immediately after this victory, the American ar- 
my moved forward and encamped at Queenstown. 
At his own request, he was detached from this point 
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vith one hundred and twenty men to reconnbiter Fori 
George. On his arrival in the neighborhood he sius 
prised and captured a small body of British, one of 
whom, after having asked and received qnarter, sud- 
denly raised his piece and mortally wounded General 
Swift He instantly killed the assassin. 

After remaining a short time at Queenstown, Gen* 
eral Brown retreated to Chippewa. General Riall 
immediately took post at that place, upon the Ameri- 
can army's evacuating it. The British Greneral wis 
extremely mortified at the disgraceful defeat he had 
met with at Chippewa, and was resolved, if possiblcl, 
to retrieve his credit; and, willi this view, he had 
collected a large reinforoement from Burlington and 
other points. The American commander was not im- 
willing to afford him a speedy opportunity to proTD 
his boasted superiority. General Bcott was accord- 
ingly dispatched towards Queenstown. He discovered 
General Riall on the Niagara, at Lundy's Lane, a 
position of great strength, where he had planted a 
battery of nine pieces of cannon. He was immedi- 
ately attacked, with consummate bravery, by General 
Scott and the force under his command, though the 
British force was more than double that of his. 

The battle that followed was one of the moot 
fiercely and obstinately contested of any during the 
whole war, or perhaps that ever was fought. The 
enemy felt that he had a shattered reputation to re- 
cover, and the Americans that they had their country 
and their honor to defend, and both therefore fought 
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w though the last hopes of either depended upon the 
ittrae. The action lasted for several hours, and only 
terminated when the two armies had become so ex- 
hausted that they could fight no longer. The number 
of the British engaged in the action amounted to 
abomt five thousand, while the Americans was less 
than three thousand. 

The loss was about equal on each side, that of the 
Amerieana being ^ght hundred and fiftjr-one in killed 
and wounded, while the enemy's was eight hundred 
and serenty-eight, being a difference of only twenty- 
sereiu The victory was claimed by the British, as 
•wiialy but with little show of reason. Their artillery 
was captured, and they were three times repulsed in 
attempting to recover it, and were finally compelled 
to alMndon them altogethor. They were afterwards 
abandoned by the Americans, for want of ability to 
remove them, and upon this circumstance the enemy 
fomided his claim to a victory. But it is clear diat 
many such victories would have totally ruined the 
British cause in America. In the action, Oenend 
Brown and also Oeneral Scott were badly wounded; 
and the British General Biall, and the aid to General 
Drummond, were taken prisoners. The next day the 
Americans retreated to Fort Erie, having only fifteen 
hundred men left fit for service, while the British 
force, who had received a reinforcement of one thou- 
sand^ amounted to five thousand strong. 

The enemy now prepared to attack Fort Erie, which 
was little more than an imfinished redoubt, and consid- 
21* 



S4fi nu JJWB or 

ered almo6t indefenaible. 0& the 3rd of August, litde 
more than a week after the battle of Lundy's Lane, 
or Niagara, he appeared before that port with his 
whole force, amounting to more than five thousand. 
On the night of August 14th, an assault was made 
upon the Fort. The enemy, however, were repulsed 
at all points with great slaughter* Three days after, 
the assault was renewed with more ferocity than ever. 
On the 28th, having been in the meantime conaderar 
bly reinforeed, the siege was continued with grest 
seal until the 17th of September, when General Brown 
resolved upon making a sortie for the purpose «f de- 
stroying the enemy's wwks. The design was exe- 
cuted, and proved abundantly suocessfol, and in a few 
hours the labor of die enemy was entirely deetroyed, 
their cannon c^>tttred, and upwards of a tiiousand 
of the enemy kiUed, wounded, and ti^en prisoners. 
This was so severe and expensive a lesson for the 
British, that they immediately i^ter raised the siege 
and retreated to Fort George. 

Some time in October, General Bissel was de- 
taehed with nine hundred men to the enemy's stores, 
at Cook's Mills, or Lyon's Creek. While on his 
march to perform this duty, his camp was assailed by 
the Marquis of Tweeddale, at the head of twelve hun- 
dred men. Bat he met with so severe a reception 
diat he retreated in great Cimfusaon, after a brief con- 
test, leaving his dead and wounded in his flight !>&" 
modiately after this repulse, it was resolved to destroy 
Fort Erie and evacuate Upper Oanada in eensequii^^ 
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of the adTanoed state of the season. This was ac- 
cordingly done, and the American army went into 
winter quarters at Buffalo, Blade Rock, and at Ba- 
tavia. Thus ended the third inyasion of Canada. 

On the Atlantic coast and towards the South, 
events of considerable importance meanwhile had 
transpired. The enemy had for some time been 
threatening Baltimore and Washington, the defense 
of which was committed to General Winder. On the 
19th of August, the enemy, under General Bpss, 
landed at Benedict, the head of frigate navigation on 
the Patuxent, to the number of six thousand, and on 
the 21st, took up his march for Washington, the point 
now ascertained to be his destination. The British 
were first encountered at Bladensburgh, and some 
stand made against them. But after an irregular sort 
of a contest, in which the militia acted very badly, the 
Americans were defeated. A portion of the Ameri- 
can troops, however, fought with great bravery, espe- 
cially the Washington City and Georgetown militia, as 
the loss of the British will attest. Their killed, wound- 
ed and missing, on the occasion, was but little short of 
(me thousand men, while the Americans had less than' 
one hundred killed, and one hundred and twenty 
taken prisoners. 

The defeat of General Winder placed the Ameri- 
can metropolis at the mercy of General Ross, and on 
the 24th of August he arrived in Washington. Imme- 
diately after he reached the city, he ordered the Pres- 
ident's house and the national capitol, two of the most 
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bcwtJMapirimwMofMAitoctMrein Amefi^ be 
ImrneiL The great bridge across the Potomac was 
also destroyeiL This act <^ Vandalism reflected eter- 
nal disgrace on the character of General Boss and 
Admiral Codcbnm, by iriioee order it was perpe- 
tmted, and litde leas dishonor on the British name for 
Tirtaally sanctjoniag so barfaaroiiB and wanton an ov^ 
rage. In this conflagration the valnable library of 
Cimgreas was whoUy consmned. All the pnblic bdU- 
ings» except the Patent Office, shared the same fate 
as the Capitol and the President's Honse. On the 
following day, after this chiTalrons performance, the 
Tandal perpetrators retreated from the ci^, while a 
small divisicm oi his army plmdered Alexandria, and 
committed sondry other depredationa. Inoneoftheir 
skirmishes at Moor's Fields, with some militia, Sir 
Peter Parker was mortally womided, and died shortly 
after. 

The capture of Washington filled full to OYcrflow- 
ing the cup of indignation against General Arm- 
strong, Uie Secretary of War, and he was soon after 
forced to resign, to avoid being removed, a pnnisfament 
richly deserved for his treatment of General Harri- 
son, as irell as for his neglect to guard against the 
calamity that befel the Capitol. 

Active prqmrations were now made for the de- 
fense of Baltimore^ The disgraceful conduct of the 
British, at Washington, was received with one feeling 
of indignation throughout the country, and all 900^ 
tions of it resolved to lay aside the difierenees until they 
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had ponisbed the insdleiit inTadar. It was clear tbat 
the next object of attack would be Baltimore, as on 
the 11th of September, Admiral Cockran appeared at 
the month of the Patapsco, about fourteen miles from 
that city. On the next day, General Boss landed at 
Korth Pointy at the head of six thousand troops, and 
took np hia march for Baltimore. An action took . 
pkce the same day, in which the Americans were 
worsted, and compelled to retreat, though the British 
General Ross was killed. The next day the British 
appeared before Baltimore, in front of the Ameri- 
can lines. On the ISth, the enemy had brought six- 
teen jMeeea of cannon within a sufficient distance of 
Fort McHenry, which commanded the entrance to 
the harbor, to commence a tremendous bombardment, 
which continued until the next morning. Haying sig- 
nally failed in their attack upon the fort, all further 
attempt upon Baltimore was abandoned, and the 
enemy commenced a retreat even while the bombard- 
ment was continued. 

Admiral Cockran soon after retired to the West 
Indies with his whole fleet, with the view of awaiting 
reinforeements from England. He not only abandon- 
ed the idea for the present of attacking any other 
cities or large towns, but withdrew all the vessels of 
his squadron which had been engaged in marauding 
expeditions into the country along the coast. 

The operations of the American army at the North 
were attended with some results of a most brilliant 
character. At the beginmng of September, the Brit- 
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ish invaded New York, for the purpose of destroying 
the American army at Plattsburgh, and the snbjngar 
tion of the country as far as Grown Point and Ticon- 
deroga. Early .in September the enemy occupied 
Plattsburgh, opposite the American works, where they 
calmly awaited the co-operation of the British fleet 
on Lake Champlain. But the fleet soon found other 
matters to attend to than aiding to capture the Amer- 
ican army. On the 11th of September the Amer- 
ican fleet, under Commodore McDonough, and the 
British fleet under Captain Downic, were moored 
abreast of each other in Cumberland Bay. The num- 
ber of guns in the battle amounted to ninety-five, and 
one thousand men, while in the American fleet the 
number of guns was only eighty-six, and eight hun- 
dred men. The action commenced a little past nine 
o'clock, on the morning of the 11th, and continued to 
rage for two hours, when the guns of the enemy were 
silenced, and most of his vessels surrendered to Com- 
modore McDonough. The loss of the Americana was 
fifty-two killed and fifty-eight wounded ; and that of 
the enemy eighty-four killed and one hundred and 
ten wounded. 

About the same time the action between the two 
fleets commenced ; the British General at Plattsburgh 
commenced a vigorous bombardment upon the Amer- 
ican works, which was returned with equal vigor by 
the Americans. The action continued until dusk. 
But after witnessing the surrender of their fleet on 
the lake, their efforts somewhat slackened, and, as 
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Boon as night set in, they commenced a hasty retreat, 
leaving behind their sick and wounded, besides a large 
quantity of military stores. The loss of the British 
in killed, wounded and deserters, in this action, 
was fifteen hundred, and their loss in the naval action 
was little less than a thousand men. The American 
loss was very trifling, compared with that of the en- 
emy. By the glorious termination of these two ac- 
tions, the Americans obtained the complete command 
of Lake Champlain, and the British invasion of New 
York was happily defeated. With the defeat of het 
esemj at Plattsburgh, and the entire destruction of his 
fleet on the lake, closed the campaign and the war at 
the North. 

While these events were taking place at the North, 
and along the Atlantic coast, the war was prosecuted 
with vigor at the SoutL In the month of August, 
several British ships of war arrived at Pensacola, then 
a Spanish port, and took possession of the forts 
with the assent of the authorities, and fitted out an 
expedition against Fort Bowyer or Mobile Bay, and 
commanding its harbor. But after the loss of a ship 
of war, and a large number of men, the armament re- 
tamed to Pensacola. General Jackson, who then com- 
manded at the South, after having in vain remonstra- 
ted with the authorities for afibrding shelter to the 
enemies of the United States, marched against die 
town, captured it, and compelled the British to evac- 
uate Florida. Upon returning from this enterprise, 
he aepf r^lMA^ ^^ ^^ enemy waa making extensive 
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prepmrationfl for inTading Louisiana, and atCaddng 
New Orleans. He immediately repaired to that city, 
and by his energetic efforts put it in a complete state of 
defense, restored confidence amongst the citizens, or- 
ganiied the militia, and finally proclaimed martial law, 
m measure justified by necessity, though clearly a Tio- 
lation of the constitution. 

On the 5th of December, a large British squadron 
appeared off the harbor of Pensacola, and on the 
10th, entered Lake Borgue, the nearest avenue of 
approach to New Orleans. Here a small squadron 
of American gun-boats was attacked, and afler a 
brare resistance compelled to surrender. On the 
22nd of the same month, two thousand fire hundred 
. of the enemy reached the Mississippi, nine miles be- 
low New Orleans. Here they were surprised and lost 
four hundred men, though they succeeded in repelling 
the attack. General Jackson now retired to his in- 
trenchments, which were yigorously cannonaded on 
the 28th of December, and the Ist of January, bat 
without success. 

General Packenham, the British commander-in- 
chief, however, advanced with his whole force, amount- 
ing to twelve thousand men, against the American 
lines on the 8th of January, 1815. 

Entrenched behind his breastwork of cotton bales, 
General Jackson, at the head of six thousand troops, 
principally militia, calmly awaited the onset of this 
vastly superior force, reserving his fire until the en- 
emy shoold approach within reach of his battery. 
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Then, howevery he opened upon them a most terribly 
destmctiTe fire from his cannons, cutting wide open- 
inge in their ranks. Bat they contianed steadily to 
adyanoe, until within reach of the American miuh 
ketry and rifles, when eren a more fatal shower of 
balls was ponred hi npon them than from the batter- 
ies, and diey were literally mowed down by scores 
and by hundreds. The plain was covered with the 
dead and dying, and the enemy finally gave way. 
Ko flesh and blood could stand such dreadful volleys. 
In attempting to rally them, General Peckenham waa 
killed, and General Gibbs, the second in oommand, 
fell mortally wounded, and General Keene severely* 
The enemy now fled in the wildest confusion from 
tiiifl certain death, and no attempt was mad^ to rally 
them a second time. General Lambert, upon whem 
the command now devolved, therefore retreated to 
his camp, leaving seven hundred dead on the field, 
and one thousand ifounded. The Americans lost six 
in killed and seven wounded. The whole Britidi 
army, immediately after this terrible defeat, hastily 
withdrew to their ships. In this' whole expedition 
the British loss amounted to full three thousand men. 
The battle of New Orleans was the only action of any 
importance that was fought, and may b^ said to have 
ended the war in a blaze of glory, as it ended the 
campaign at the South, as Plattsburgh and Cham- 
plain had at the North. News of the peace which 
was concluded by the treaty of Ghent, on ihe 24A of 
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Beeemiber, ISH, was soon after reeeiyed^ and hostil- 
ities ceased. 

The commissioners on the part of Great Britain, 
by whom the treaty was eoncladed, were Lord Gam- 
bier, Henry Gonlbum and William Adams ; and John 
Qnincy Adams, James E. Bayard, Henry Clay, Jon- 
athan Bissel and Albert Gallatin, on the part of the 
United States. According to its stipulations, all 
places taken during the war, or after the signing of 
the treaty, were to be mutually restored, and all cap- 
tures at sea made with a certain time thereafter, ac- 
cording to the latitude in which they were made. 
Erery attempt was to be made by the two govem- 
ments to put a stop to Indian hostilities, and to 
extinguish the traffick in slaves. The greater part of 
the treaty, however, related to the adjustment of the 
boundaries between the United States and the British 
territories, which were imperfectly defined by the 
treaty of 1788. The subject of impressment, which 
was one of the leading causes of the war, paper block- 
ades, orders in council, and the rights of neutral flags, 
were passed over in silence. 

But though these questions were left unsettled, 
the right of impressment was virtually abandoned by 
the British Government, and has never been asserted 
since she had been made to feel our strength, and to 
respect our power. Especially had she been taogbt 
that she was no longer the undisputed mistress of the 
seas. The loss of two thousand Aierchant ships, the 
many millions added to her public debt^ the numer- 
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OQS vessels of war that had been compelled to strike 
their flags to tlie Americans, as well as the battles of 
the Thames, Qneenstown, Chippewa, Niagara, Platts- 
bargh. New Orleans, and numerous other bloody fields, 
had effectually checked her insolent bearing towards 
the United States. It is probably the last attempt 
that Great Britain will make to recover the ^^ jewel" 
that was torn from the crown of George III, by his 
own folly and the wickedness of his ministers. 

The history of General Harrison's career will now 
be resumed. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

XJpov nsigning his eommission in tlie aimy, for 
I whicli hftTe been folly explained, and whicli 
ajnply jnstified him in the eyes of the country, he retir- 
ed to his farm at North Bend, fifteen miles beloir Cin- 
cinnati, in 1814. Here he resumed those peaceful pnr- 
anits which were so much more congenial to his tastes 
and inclinations than the strife and tormoil of war. If 
he had preferred his own interests to that of his conn- 
try, he might have retained his position in the army, 
and continued to receire the emoluments attached to 
his command of the eighth military division. But 
when he could no longer render active service to the 
country, he refused the reception of pay for services 
not permitted to be performed, as he had previously 
upon the peace of Greenville. 

He was not long suffered to remain in seclusion, 
however. During the summer of the same year he was 
appointed, in connection with General Cass and Gen- 
eral Adair, to treat with some of the tribes of north- 
western Indians, with whom a treaty was soon after 
concluded at Greenville. The following year he was 
appointed at the head of another commission, and 
.concluded a treaty at Detroit with nine important 
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tribes, wUch were highly sdyantageooB to the United 
States. In 1816, other and still more important and 
honorable duties awaited him. He was daring that 
jear nominated as a candidate for Congress, in the 
district in which he resided, and though he had six 
competitors for the same offiee, he had an aggregate 
majority orer all of them of one thoosand. He was 
elected to succeed the Honorable John McLean, who 
had resigned the office shortly before* No stronger 
evidence of the strong hold General Harrison had 
upon the affections of the western people, and how 
little the unjust treatment he had received at the 
hands of General Armstrong had affected him in their 
estimation can be had than this triumphant endorse- 
ment of his character and patriotism by those most 
competent to judge of each. 

While a member of Congress, and shortly after he 
took his seat, a charge was^made against him by an 
army contractor, whose high expectations of large 
prc^ts were blighted by his rigid supervision of the 
c<mimissary's department, of misconduct or improper 
connection with that department while in command of 
the army at the West. General Harrison boldly met 
the charge, and demanded an investigation* .A com- 
mittee was accordingly appointed, at the head of 
whom was Colonel Ridiard M. Johnson, and after a 
thorough and impartial investigation, a report was 
made by him on the 23rd of January, 1817, in which 
they say, that ^' The committee are unanimously of 
opinion that General Harrison stands above suspicion 
22* 
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M to Ilk bftTiBg bad mny peemiary or improper con- 
BeetMn with the oflioen of the commissaiut for 
the tKfffij of the army ; thmt he did not wantonly 
or imprcqperly interfere with die rights of oontractorSy 
and that he waa, in his meaanrefl, goTomed by a proper 
seal and devotion to the public interests." 

Wh» this report was read, Mr. Holbert of Mas- 
sadinsetts, who was a member of the committee, said, 
that he as well as the committee considered the mib- 
ject an important one, as well as interesting to the 
public, and especially so to General Harrison. The 
character of that gentleman had been impeaehed, and 
the committee, therefore, detennined to make the in* 
yestigation as fall and thorongh as shoold be in their 
power. They had recaved the testimony of the gen- 
tleman who made the charge, had read and considered 
all the docmnents and papers they coold obtain, and 
had examined many respectable witnesses ; after all 
this the investigation resolted in a firm conviction and 
unanimous opinion of the committee, that the insinu- 
ations and complaints that had been made against 
General Harrison were unmerited, groundless and un- 
just. 

Mr.. Hulbert said, it gave him pleasure to make 
these declarations, as he considered himself doipg an 
act of justice to an individual. He admitted that be 
had entered upon the investigation with impressions 
very unfavorable to General Harrison. The com- 
plaint which had been made against him had spread 
Ut and wide. The bane and the antidote had not 
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gone togedier. He rejoiced that tibia inTeetigatioii 
had been made, and he had no hesitation in saying, 
that 8o far as the report of the committee shonld de- 
fend tibe character and conduct of General Harrison 
before the public, it would promote the cause of truth 
and justice. In regard to the charge of oppressive 
and unjust conduct towards the contractors in the 
army under his command, he was entirely satisfied 
that he had interfered only in those cases where he 
thought his duty to the public imperiously demand- 
ed it. 

The most serious charge that had been prefered 
against General Harrison was that, while he was com- 
mander-in-chief of the north-western army, regardless 
of his country's good, he was in the habit of managing 
the public concerns with a view to his own private in- 
terests. This, Mr. Hulbert said, he could not re- 
frain from pronoundng a false and emel accusation, 
and that ihert was the most satislaciory evidence that 
lie Ittd, in the exercise of his official duties, and in his 
devotion to the public interests, neglected his private 
concerns to his material detriment and injury. In a 
word, he added, he felt himself authorised to say, 
that every member of the committee was fully satis- 
fied that the conduct of General Harrison, in relation 
to the matter under inquiry, had been that of a brave, 
honest and honorable man, and that instead of de- 
senring censure, he merited the thanks and applause 
of his country. 

At a subsequent state of the inquiry, the matter 
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was referred to the Secretary of War, wbo reported 
tbat General Harrison had been guilty of no impro- 
priety of conduct ; that upwards of a million and a 
haif of dollars had passed through his hands, during 
the war, no part of whioh had been applied to his own 
use; that from the evidenoe furnished him, it ap- 
peared that General Harrison was poorer at the end 
of the war than he was at the beginning of it. 

On the 6th of Deoraaber, four days after he took 
his seat in Congress, and previous to the investig** 
tion into the charges against his official conduct, he 
pfiered a resolution instructing the military committee 
to enquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for the relief of ^uch of the oncers and soldiers who, 
having futhfolly served in the ^rmies of the nnite4 
States, are now in distressed circumstances, and who, 
not having received wounds or disabilities whilst in 
actual service, are excluded from the benefits of the 
pension laws, and that the said committee report by 
bill or otherwise. This resolution led the way for an 
act of justice to those who had sacrificed some of their 
best years in the service of the country, and thus, in 
many instances, entirely blighted their worldly pros- 
pects, but who had hitherto been entirely neglected 
by their government, because they had not the good 
fortune to lose a leg or an arm. 

On the 30th of January, on his motion, the mili- 
tary committee was instructed to enquire into the exr 
.pediency of granting a bounty of one hundred and 
sixty acres of land to all non-commisuoned officers 
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and soldiers of the army, who, having been enlisted 
preTiaas to the 24th of December, 1811, are not ^nti- 
tied to said bounty, but who, having served faithfully 
tbroQgh said war, have obtained an honorable dis- 
charge. These two propositions were the foundation 
of a system of legislation that has resulted in a vast 
benefit not only to a large class of soldiers, but to the 
widows and orphans of those who had perished gal- 
lantly fighting in defense <^ their country. 

At the following session a bill was introduced to 
increase the pay of members of Congress from six to 
nine debars a day. In discussing a proposition to 
strike out six and insert nine, which took place on the 
6th ol January, 1818, General Harrison said that in 
explaining what would otherwise appear an inconsist- 
ency in the vote he was about to give, he was aware 
that in order to preserve in Congress talents of a 
proper grade, and to enable men of moderate property 
to come to C<mgre8s without loss, a higher compensa- 
tion was necessary than had heretofore been allowed 
to members of Congress. But, notwithstanding he 
entertained tiiese views, he was opposed to increasing 
the pay of members until they had done justice to 
others whose claims were much stronger. Whenever 
justice should be done to sufferers in the war of the 
revolution, he should be willing to vote for the meas- 
ure in question, and not till then. The revolutionary 
pension bill became a law before the close of the 
session. 

This bUl being under discus8i<m the next day, on 
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its third reading, General Harrison saia he was 
persuaded that the members of the House, who had 
voted for a compensation beyond the ancient allow- 
ance of six dollars, had voted under great embarrass- 
ment, possessed as they were on the one hand by a 
sense of duty and justice, and <m the other by that 
delicacy which must be felt when they were acting as 
judges in their own case. He thought, however, that 
there was a mode by which th6ir feelings might be 
saved, and which, if adopted, would be as highly ao- 
ceptable to them as it would be honorable to thek 
representatives. It would evince a disinterestedness 
and magnanimity which could not fail to produce the 
most happy effects, and finally fix the oompensatiim 
at the sum which their disinterested judgment should 
deem right. Being satisfied that it was a question to 
be determined rather by feeling than argument, he 
would simply submit a resolution to re-commit the 
bill, with instructions to amend it so fiu* as to fix the 
compensation for the present Congress at six doll«v» 
and for the ensuing Congress at eight dollars. The 
motion, however, was lost and the bill passed. 

*0n the 20th of January, of the same Congress, 
General Harrison introduced a resolution, providiog 
that a committee be appointed jointly with such com- 
mittee as may be appointed by the Senate, to con- 
sider and report what measures it may be proper to 
adopt to manifest the public respect for the memoiy 
of General Thaddeus Kosciusko, formerly an officer 
in the service of the United States, and the unifonn 
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and distiiigiiished friend of liberty and the rights of 
num. Upon this resolution he made the following 
tdmiraUe remarks : — 

^ The public papers have announced an event which 
isweD calculated to excite the sympathy of every 
American bosom. Kosciusko, the martyr of liberty, 
18 no more ! We are informed that he died at S<>- 
]®nre, in France, some time in October last* In 
tracing tiie events of this great man's life, we find in 
luni that consistency of conduct which is the more to 
to be admired as it is so rarely to be met with. He 
^m not at one time the friend of mankind, and at 
•nother the instrument of their oppressions, but he pre- 
served throughout his whole career those noble prin- 
dpks which distinguished him in its commence- 
i&^nt, which influenced him at an early period of his 
life to leave his country and his friends, and in an- 
other hemisphere, to fight for the rights of humanity. 

^* Kosciusko was bom and educated in Poland, of a 
noble and distinguished family, a country where the 
distinctions in society are perhaps carried to greater 
lengths than in any other. His creator had, how- 
ever, endowed him with a soul capable of rising above 
Ae narrower prejudices of caste, and of breaking the 
shackles which a vicious education had imposed on 
hia mind. When very young he was informed by the 
▼oice of fame that the standard of liberty had been 
Reeled in America ; that an insulted and oppressed 
People had determined to be free or perish in the 
attempt. His ardent and generous mind caught with 
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eotkuBuism the lu>Iy flame, and from Uiat momeoyt k0 
became the devoted soldier of liberty. 

^^ His rank in the American army afforded hivi no 
<^portamty greatly to distinguish himself. Bat he 
waa remarked thronghoat his sendee for all the qoat 
ities which adorn the human character. His heroic 
conduct in the lEeld conld only be equaled by Ub 
moderation and affability in the walks of prifate Uft. 
He was idolised by the scddiers for his braYcry, mi 
beloved and respected by the officers for the goodaaw 
of his heart, and the great qualities of his nuni 
Gontribnting greatly by his exertions to the establiib- 
ment of the independence of America, he might hav« 
remabed and shared the blessings it dispensed, aador 
the protection of a chief who loved and honored hiiBf 
and in the bosom of a grateful and affectionate people* 

^^ Kosciusko, however, had other views. It is not 
known that, until the period I am now qpeakieg e( 
he had .formed any distinct idea of what couM, or 
indeed what ought to be done for his own. But is 
the revolutionary war he drank deeply of the priiMi- 
ples that produced it. In his conversations with tba 
intelligent men of our country, he acquired new views 
of the science of government and the rights of van. 
He had seen, too, that to be free, it was only d«<^ 
sary that a nation should will it, and to be happyt ^ 
was only necessary that a nation should be b^ 
And was it not possible to procure these blessings f<^ 
Poland ? For Poland, the country of his birth, irbioh 
had a claim to all his efforts, to all his services 7 31ist 
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nnhappj nmtioxi groaned under a complication of evils, 
wUeh hat acarcel j a parallel in history. The mass 
of the people were the ahject alaves of the nobles ; 
the nobles, torn into factions, were alternately the in- 
rtnunents and the victims of their powerful and am* 
bitioQS neighbors. By intrigne, corruption and force, 
Mme of its fairest provinces had been separated from 
the repnUie, and people, like beasts, transferred to 
foreign despots, who were again watching for a favor^ 
able moment for a second diBmemberment. To regu- 
hte a people thus debased, to obtain for a country 
thus circnmstaneed the blessings of liberty and indo- 
pendenee, was a work of as moeh difficulty as danger. 
But to a mind like Kosciusko's, the difficulty and 
dtager of an enterprise served as stimulants to under* 
tidceit. 

"The annab of those times give us no detailed ae- 
^MBts of the progress of Kosciusko in accimiplishing 
lua great work, from the period of his return from 
America to the adoption of the new constitution of 
Poland, in 1791. This interval, however, of apparent 
^B<M^dn was most usefully employed to illumine the 
i»^tal darkness which enveloped his countrymen. 
Tostimdate the ignorant and bigoted peasantry with 
^hope of future emandpalion — ^to teach a proud 
^t gallant nobility that true glory is only to be found 
ia the paths of glory and patriotism — ^interests the 
iBOSt exposed, prejudices the most stubborn, and 
^its the most inveterate were reconciled, dissipated, 
^ ht^m, by the ascendency of his virtues and ex- 
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ample. The Btorm which he had foreseen, and for 
which he had been preparing, at length buret npon 
Poland. A feeble and nnpopnlar goTemment bent 
before its fury, and submitted itself to the Rosasa 
yoke of the inrader. But the nation disdained to 
follow its example ; in their extremity every eye wm 
turned on the hero who had already fought their 
battles — ^the sage who had enlightei^ed them, and the 
patriot who had set the example of personal sacrifices 
to accomplish the emancipation of the people. 

" Kosciusko was unanimously appointed Generalis- 
simo of Poland, with unlimited powers, until the en- 
emy should be driven from the country. On his 
virtue the nation reposed with the utmost confidence; 
and it is some consolation to reflect, amid the general 
depravity of mankind, that two instances in the sane 
age have occurred where powers of this kind were 
employed solely for the purposes for which they were 
given. 

" It is not my intention. Sir, to follow the Poll* 
chief throughout the career of victory which for » 
considerable time crowned his efforts. Chiided by his 
talents, and led by his valor, his undisciplined, poorlj 
armed militia charged with effect the veteran Russians 
and Prussians ; the mailed cuirassiers of the great 
Frederick, for the first time, broke and fled before the 
lighter and more appropriate cavalry of Poland. Hope 
filled the breasts of the patriots. After a long nig^^ 
the dawn of an apparently glorious day broke npoa 
Poland. But to tihe discerning eye of Kosdusko, the 
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light which it shed was of that sickly and porten- 
tous appearance indicating a storm more dreadful 
than that which he had resisted. 

" He prepared to meet it with firmness, but with 
means entirely inadequate. To the advantages of 
nunbersy of tactics, of discipline and inexhaustible 
resources, the cornelian deqK>ts had secured a faction 
in the heart of Poland, and if that country can boast 
of having produced its Washington, it is disgraced 
also by giving birth to a second Arnold. The day at 
length came which was to decide the fate of a nation ' 
and a hero. Heaven for wise purposes determined 
that it should be the last of Polish liberty. It was 
decided, indeed, before the battle commenced. The 
traitor Poniski, who covered with a detachment the 
advance of the Polish army, abandoned his position 
to the enemy and retreated. 

^^ Kosciusko was astonished but not discouraged. 
The disposition of his army would have done honor 
to HannibaL The succeeding conflict was terrible. 
When the tablets of the General could no longer di- 
rect the mingled mass of combatants, the arm of the 
warrior was brought to the aid of his soldiers. He 
performed prodigies of valor. The feeble powers of 
Ajax in defending the Orecian ships was realized by 
the Polish hero ; nor was he badly seconded by his 
troops. As long as his voice could guide, or his 
example fire their valor, they were irresistible. In 
this unequal contest Kosciusko was long seen, and 
finally lost to their vision. 
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* Hope for a flMten bade the irorid fMewell, 
And freedom shrieked as Kosciusko fell.' 

" He fell covered mth wounds, but stifl survirei 
A Cossack would have pierced his breast, when an offi- 
cer interposed. * Buffer him to execute his purpose,' 
said the bleeding hero. ' I am the devoted soldier 
of my country, and will not survive its liberties.' 
The name of Kosciusko struck to the heart of the 
Tartar like that of Marius upon the Cimbrian war- 
rior. The uplifted weapon dropped from his hand. 

" Kosciusko was conveyed to the dungeons of Pe- 
tersburgh— and, to the eternal disgrace of the Sm- 
press Catharine, she made him the object of her 
vengeance, when he could n6 longer be the object of 
her fears. Her more generous son restored him to 
liberty. The remainder of his life has been spent in 
virtuous retirement. Whilst in this situation in 
France, an anecdote is related of him which strongly 
illustrates the command which his virtues and his 
services had obtained over the minds of his coun- 
trymen. 

" In the late invasion of France, some Polish r^- 
ments, in the service of Russia, passed through thd 
village in which he lived. Some .pillaging of the 
inhabitants brought Kosciusko from his cottage. 
' When I was a Polish soldier,' said he, addressing 
the plunderers, * the property of the peaceful citizen 
was respected.' *And who art thou,' said an oft 
cer, ' who addresses us with this tone of authority.' * I 
am Kosciusko.' There was magic in the word. It ran 
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from oorps to corps; the inarch was suspended; 
tbej gathered around him and gazed with astonish- 
ment and awe upon the mighty ruin he presented. 
Conld it indeed be their hero whose fame was identified 
vitk that of their country ? A thousand interesting 
reflections burst upon their minds, they remembered 
his patriotism, his derotion to liberty, his triumphs, 
and his glorious fall. Their iron hearts even softened, 
and the tear of sensibility trickled down their weath- 
er-beaten faoes. We can easily conceive. Sir, what 
would be the feelings of the hero himself in such a 
Bcene. His great heart must have heaved with emo- 
titfi to find himself once more surrounded by the 
companions of his glory, and that he would have been 
190& the point of saymg to them : — 

' Bel&old yonr gtneral, conie onee mom 
To load yoQ ob to lavrel'd viotofy— 
To fame, to freedom 1 ' 

''The delusion could have lasted but for a moment 
He was himself, alas ! a miserable cripple, and for 
them, they were no longer the soldiers of liberty, but 
the instruments of ambition and tyranny. Over- 
whelmed with grief at the reflection, he would retire 
to his cottage to mourn afresh over the miseries of his 
country. 

^^ Such was the man, Sir, for whose memory I ask 
from an American Congress a slight tribute of re- 
spect. Hot, Sir, to perpetuate his fame, but our grat- 
itude. His fame will last as long as liberty remains 
ttpon the earth — as long as a votary ofiers incense 
23* 



270 TEB UTS OV 

upon hor altar, the name of Kosciusko will be in- 
voked. And if by the common consent of the world, 
a temple should be erected to those who have ren- 
dered most service to mankind, if the statue of our 
great countrymen shall occupy the place of the "most 
worthy," that of Kosciusko will be found by his side, 
and the wreath of laurel will be entwined with die 
palm of virtue to adorn his brow." 

Though the great merits of Kosciusko was unirer- 
sally admired, yet this resolution met with so mnch 
opposition that Oeneral Harrison finally withdrew it, 
together with another testifying the respect of the 
brave for his memory by wearing crape. It wis 
shown that no such respect as it proposed had been 
paid to any of the departed worthies, native or for- 
eign, who had aided in the achievement of our inde- 
pendence, except in the single instance of Washington, 
which was claimed to be an exception to all general 
rules. The occasion, however, was happily seiied 
upon by General Harrison to bring the great merits 
of the noble patriot and martyr before the conntiy, 
and to pay the eloquent and touching tribute to his 
memory which has been quoted above; a speedi 
containing sentiments as honorable to the heart and 
head of the man by whom they were uttered as to the 
patriot whose glorious deeds and eminent virtaes thej 
were designed to commemorate. 

In 1816, a resolution was offered in the Senate of 
the United States, voting a gold medal and the thanks 
of Congress to General Harrison and Oovemor Shelby. 



WILLIAM HXNllT HABBI80N. 2T1 

Bat the enemies of the late irar were almost, as 
a matter of coarse, the enemies also of the man who 
had done so much to carry the coontry honorably 
throagh it as General Harrison had. A motion was 
therefore made by Mr. Lacoch, from Pennsylvania, 
to strike his name from the resolation. This motion 
preyailed by a vote of thirteen to eleven ; bat on 
the 20th of April, one week after, the resolation was 
called np again, and General Harrison's name re- 
stored by a vote of foarteen to thirteen. The subject 
was re-committed to the military committee where it 
rested antil 1818. When Governor Shelby heard of 
the attempt to strike the name of General Harrison 
firom the resolation, with the magnanimity of a great 
mind, he wrote to his old commander, praying him not 
to let the condact of the Senate disturb his mind. 
He said, ^^ I hope their resolation has been laid over 
as to both of as. The moment I heard of the coarse 
it was likely to take, I wrote instantly to Mr. Clay, 
and expressed my regret that it had been introduced, 
and how mortified I should feel to be noticed, if you 
were not included, who had rendered ten times more 
service to the nation than I fiad." 

The subject was again brought before the Sen- 
ate, im the 24th of March, 1818, by Mr. Dickinson, 
of New Jersey, subsequently the Secretary of the 
Navy under General Jackson's administration. On 
that day he asked leave to introduce a resolution offer- 
ing the thanks of Congress, and providing that a gold 
medal be struck and awarded to General Harrison and 
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Governor Shelby, for their diAtingoished bravery and 
good conduct in capturing the British army under (xen- 
oral Proctor, on the Thames, in Upper Canada, October 
5th, 1813. Mr. Dickinson prefaced the introdnction 
of this resolution with the following chaste and appro- 
priate remarks : — 

'^ I should not," he said, ^^ at this late day, highly 
as I think of the merits of those ofiScers, who, in co- 
operation with the hero of Lake Erie, turned the tide 
of war in our favor, bring forward the present resolu- 
tion if no similar attempt had heretofore been made 
in their favor, but would leave their fame to rest npon 
the testimony of impartial history which has already 
done ample justice to their characters. 

^^ Two years ago a resolution like the present was 
reported in this House, by the chairman of the com- 
mittee on military affairs, by direction of that com- 
mittee. This resolution was opposed on two grounds, 
applying solely to General Harrison, as I have been 
informed (for I had not then the honor of being a 
member of this body)-^the first, that an inquiry was 
at that time pending before the House of Representa- 
tives, into the ofScial cosduct of General Harrison, as 
a commander-in-chief of the north-western army, upon 
charges which, if well founded, were calculated essen- 
tially to injure his character; the second, that a rumor 
prevailed that General Harrison had discovered some 
reluctance in pursuing Proctor and his army, after 
Perry's victory on Lake Erie, and that he had been 
forced to the pursuit by the remonstrance of Gh>v- 
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emor Shelbj, and that this information had been de» 
rived from the declarations of Governor Shelby. 

'' These charges, utterly unfojonded as they turned 
oat to be, were deemed a sufficient reason for postpon- 
ing a decision of the report of the committee until the 
result of the inquiry, before the House of Representa- 
tives should at least be known. * * * Aa the 
friends of General Harrison have it in their power com- 
pletely to obviate every objection heretofore made to 
the passage of this resolution, it is their duty to bring 
the subject again before Congress, more especially as 
the joumab of this house, if left unexplained, imply 
a censure upon the conduct of General Harrison, 
which certainly was not intended. I will confess for 
one, firom a perusal of the journal of this house, the 
military reputation of General Harrison sunk in my 
estimation. And I believe this confession might be 
made by three-fourths of the citizens of the United 
States who read the proceedings of Congress, and 
who had not an intimate knowledge of the character 
and ccmduot of General Harrison. I should reproach 
myself for having suffered such an impression to be 
made upon my mind if the means of correcting it 
had also been found upon our journals ; those jour- 
nals did .not then afford the means of correct informa- 
tion upon this subject, nor do they till this day. 

^^ As to the first objection that an investigation 

was depending in the House of Representatives, into 

the official conduct of General Harrison, the result of 

' that investigation was in the highest degree honorable 
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to his character. The committee were mnammondy of 
the opinion that Oeneral Harriaon stood above suspi- 
cion of being implicated in the charges exhibited 
against him, and that in his whole conduct, as com- 
mander-in-chief of the north-western army, he was 
goTemed by a laudable seal for and devotion to the 
public service and interests. 

<< The second objection made to the passage of the 
resolution, if well founded, was calculated to give to 
Governor Shelby the entire and exclusive merit of 
having urged the pursuit of Proctor and his army. 
But Shelby, generous as he is brave, disclaims this 
exclusive merit in a letter, which I beg leave to read ; 
denies, in the most positive terms, having used the 
language ascribed to him, and he gives General Har- 
rison the highest praise for his promptitude and vigi- 
lance in pursuing Proctor ; for the skill with which 
he arranged his troops for meeting the enemy, and 
for his disinterested bravery during the action." 

The resolution passed both branches of Congress 
unanimously, or so nearly so that the exception was 
but a single vote in the House, and on the 4th of 
April, 1818, was approved by James Madison, Presi- 
dent of the United States. So triumphantly had 
General Harrison's character been -vindicated from 
the charges, of whatever kind, which had been prefer- 
red against him by his enemies, that scarcely an 
objection was raised to the passage of a resolution con- 
ferring upon him the highest honor in the power of 
Congress to bestow. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

It iras daring General Harrison'B first regular term 
in Congress, that the eelebrated and important debate 
waa Itfid on the resolution to censore General Jack- 
son for his conduct in the Seminole War. Upon this 
subject he felt a very deep solicitude, and between his 
warm sympathy and disinterested friendship for a 
braye and patriotic fellow^soldier, and honest deter- 
mination to let no considerations come between him 
and his duty to his country, he necessarily felt pain- 
fully embarrassed. His speech on this question was 
equally admired, therefore, for its ingenuity, ability 
and eloquence, and was pronounced one of the finest 
efforts elicited by that interesting occasion. It was 
even more admired, howerer, for its impartial and pa- 
triotic spirit than for its eloquence and ability ; for 
while he disapproved the course of General Jack- 
son, and commented on his conduct with the manly 
independence of a freeman, he defended such of his 
acts as he believed right, and did full justice to his 
motives.'*' In concluding his remarks he said : — 

'^ If the highest services could claim indemnity for 
crime, then might the conqueror of Flat>ia*hav.e 
f *H»U'8W«QfH«rrlsoii. 
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been suffered to continue his usurpations until he had 
erected a throne upon the ruins of Grecian liberty. 
Sir, it will not be understood that I mean to compare 
General Jackson to these men. No ; I believe that 
the principles of the patriot are as firmly fixed in his 
bosom as those of the soldier. But a republican gov- 
ernment should make no distinctions between men, 
and should never relax its maxims of security for any 
individual, however distinguished. No man should be 
allowed to say that he could do that with impunity 
which another could not do. If the father of his 
country were alive, in the administration of the gov- 
ernment, and had authorized the taking of the Span- 
ish ports, I would declare my disapprobation as 
readily as I do now. Nay, more, because the more 
distinguiahed the individual, the more salutary the 
example. No one ean teU how soon such an example 
may be beneficial. General Jackson will be faithful 
to his country. But I recollect that the virtues and 
patriotism of Fabius and Scipio were soon followed by 
the crimes of Marcus and the usurpations of Sylla. 

^ I am sure. Sir, that it is not the intention of any 
gentleman upon this floor to rob General Jackson of 
a single ray of glory, much less to wound his feelings 
or injure his reputation. And whilst I thank my 
friend flrom Mississippi (Mr. Poindexter), in the name 
of those who agree with me, that General Jackson 
has done wrong, I must be permitted to decline the 
use of the address which he has so obligingly pre- 
pared for us, and substitate the following as more 
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consonant to onr views and opinions. If the resolu- 
tion pass I would address him thus : In the perform- 
ance of a sacred duty, imposed by their construction 
of the constitution, the representatives of the people 
have found it necessary to disapprove a single act 
of your brilliant career ; they have done it in the full 
conviction that the hero who has guarded her rights in 
the field, will bow with reverence to the civil institu- 
tions of his country — ^that he has admitted as his creed 
that the character of the soldier can never be com- 
plete without eternal reference to the character of the 
citizen. 

^^ Your country has done for you all that a coun- 
try can do for the most favored of her sons. The 
age of deification is passed ; it was an age of tyranny 
and barbarism ; the adoration of man should be ad- 
dressed to his Creator alone. Tou have been feasted 
in the pr^toires of the cities. Your statue shall be in 
the capitol, and your name be found in the song of 
the virgins. GK), gallant chief, and bear with you 
the gratitude of your country ! Oo, under the full 
conviction that, as her glory is identified with yours, 
she has nothing more dear to her but her laws — ^noth- 
ing more sacred but her constitution.' Even an unin* 
tentional error shall be sanctified to her service. It 
will teach posterity that the government which could 
disapprove the conduct of a Marcellus, will have the 
fortitude to crush the vices of Marius. 

. ^^ These sentiments, Sir, lead to results in which 
aU must unite. General Jackson will still Jive in the 
24 
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hearts of hk fellow-chisensy and the oonstitntioii of 
your country will be immortal/' 

General Harrison remained in Congress until lie 
had served out the unejtpired term of Mr. McLean, 
and the fuU term for which he wag returned. He 
then declined a re-election. During his brief legisla- 
tiye career, he exhibited the same aptness for the 
new duties and responsibilities thus imposed upon 
him that he had previously shown for those of the 
soldier and the general. His fiuniliar acquaintance 
with the wants of the country, and his extensive ac- 
quirements, peculiarly qualified him for an enlightened 
and useful discharge of the duties of the law-maker. 
As a debater, he was ready, fluent and forcible. 
Always courteous and dignified, and possessing a vig- 
orous and cultivated mind, he not only made himself 
a most useful member, but was enabled to exercise an 
influence far greater than that exerted by many much 
older members. Many of his speeches will bear a 
favorable comparison with most members of the same 
Congress. 

The foUowizig year after his withdrawal from Con- 
gress he yielded to the solicitation of his friends, and 
became a candidate for the Senate of Ohio, to which 
he was elected in the feJl of 1819.. In that body he 
rendered important services to the State. Earnestly 
as he labored for the public good, and advantageous 
as were his services to his constituents, his conduct 
did not escape the criticism of the censorious, nor 
eren the open condemnation of disingenuous partisans. 
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Hia Tote in the Senate, in favor of selling the s^rioes 
of oonyicts sentenced for larcenies of snois nnder 
fiftj dollarsi aa a pnnishment less injurious to them 
and less bnrdenscmie to the State than confinement in 
the State prison, was made the pretext for charging 
him with voting to sell poor white men to pay their 
debts. In relation to this charge, General Harrison 
him«elf haa given at once the clearest explanation and 
the most convincing refutation. After referring to an 
attack of this character that had been made upon 
him, he proceeds to say that no such act as one 
anthorixing the sale of a poor debtor's services was 
either voted for him or passed by the legislature of 
which he was a member. 

'^ The act in question has no more rdation to the 
coUeeticm of 'debts/" continues General Harrison, 
'^ than it has to the discovery of longitude. It was an 
act tar the punishment of offenses against the State; 
and that part of it which is so bitterly assailed was 
passed by the House of Representatives, and voted 
for by the twelve senators, under the impression that 
it was the most mild and humane mode of dealing 
with the offenders for whose cases it waa intended. 
It was adopted by the House of Bepresentatives as a 
part of a general aystem of criminal law whidli was 
then undergcnng a complete revision and amendment. 
The necessity of this is evinced by the following facts : 
For several years past it had become apparent that 
the Penitentiary system waa becoming more and more 
bndanaome ai every aeasimL A hurga ap^^rc^riation 
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was called for to meet the excess of expenditure 
above the receipts of the establishment. In the com- 
mencement of the session of 1820, the deficit amoont- 
ed to nearly twenty thoosand dollars. 

^^ This growing evil required the immediate inter- 
position of some vigorous l^islative measure. Tin> 
were recommended as likely to produce the effect: 
first, placing the institution under bettcar management, 
and, secondly, lessening the number of convicts who 
were sentenced for short periods, and whose labor 
was found, of course, to be most unproductive. In 
pursuance of the latter principle, thefts to the amount 
of fifty dollars or upwards were subjected to punish- 
ment in the Penitentiary, instead of ten dollars, whidi 
was the former minimum sum. This was easily done ; ' 
but the great difficulty remained to determine wlwt 
should be the punishment of those numerous larcenies 
below the sum of fifty dollars. By some, whipping 
was proposed ; by others, punishment by hard labor 
in the county jails ; and by others it was thought best 
to make Aem work on the highways. 

^^ To all these there appeared insuperable objec- 
tions. Fine and imprisonment was proposed by the 
House of Representatives as the only alternative, and 
as it was well known that these vexatious pilferings 
were generally perpetrated by the most worthless va- 
gabonds in society, it was added that when' they could 
not pay the fines and costs, which are always part of 
the sentences and punishments, their services should 
be sold out to any persons who should pay their fines 
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and costs for than. This was a clause which was 
passed, as I believe, bj an unanimous vote of the 
House, and stricken oat in the Senate, in opposition 
to the twelve who have been denominated. A little 
further troable in examining the journals would have 
shown that this was considered as a substitute for 
whif^ng, which was lost in the Senate and in the 
House, by a small majority after being once passed. 

*' I think I have said enough to show that this ob- 
noxious law would not have applied to ^^ unfortunate 
debtors of sixty-four years," but to infamous offenders 
who depredate upon the property of their fellow^ 
citicens, and who by the constitution of the State, as 
well as the principle of existing laws, were subject to 
involimtary servitude. I must confess I had do very 
sanguine expectations of beneficial effects from this 
measure, as it would apply to convicts who had at- 
tained the age of maturity. But I had supposed that 
a woman or a youth who was convicted of an offense, 
and remained in jail for the payment of the fine and 
costs imposed, might with great advantage be trans- 
ferred to the residence of some decent, virtuous pri- 
vate family, whose precept and example would greatly 
lead them back to the paths of virtue. "^ "^ * I think 
that imprisonment for debt, under any circumstances 
but those where fraud is alleged, is at war with the 
best principles of our constitution, and ought to be 
abolished." 

General Harrison remained in the Senate of Ohio 
two years, during which he devoted the energies of 
24* 
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hit mind and Us great capacity for pnbHc bnsinesfl to 
the promotion of sach mearares as he belieyed best 
oaleuhtted to promote the general irel&re. During 
the time he was a member of the State Senate, he 
waa elected as one of the Presidential electors for 
Ohio, and voted for James Madison for President, and 
Daniel D. Tompkins for Vice President. He was 
sobaeqnentlj again chosen as one of the doctors of 
that State, and TOted for Henry Clay for President. 
He was nominated for Congress again in 1822, 
bvt was defeated in consequence of his Tote against 
tile Missouri Restriction.* Upon being nominated, 
he issiied an addrcBs to the people of his district, at 
Ae condnaion of which he thus succinctly sets forth 
his political principles: *'I belieye that upon the 
preservation <^ the Union of the States depends the 
existence of our civil and religious liberties, and that 
the cement which binds it together is not a parcel of 
words written upon paper or parchment, but the broth- 
erly love and regard which the citizens of the several 
States possess for each other. Destroy this, and the 
beautifd fabric which was reared and embellished by 
our ancestors, crumbles into ruin. From its disjointed 
parts no temple of liberty will again be reared. Dis- 
cord and wars will succeed to peace and harmony ; 
barbarism will again overspread the land ; or, what is 
scarcely better, some kindly tyrant will promulgate 
the decrees of his will from the seat where a Wash- 
in^^n and a Jeflerson dispensed the blessings of a 
* HaU't life of Hanifoa. 
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free and equal gOTemment. I believe it therefore to 
be the daty of a representative to conciliate, by every 
possible means, the members of our great political 
&mily ; and always to bear in mind that as the Union 
^ was effected only by a spirit of mutoal concessioniei 
and forbearance, so only can it be preserved/' 

Having served two years in the Senate of his 
adopted State with honor and distinction to himself, 
and advantage to the people, he once more sought for 
that happin^s and repose in the midst of his famOy 
at North Bend, which was so congenial to his disposi* 
tion, but pf which for so many years he had been de- 
prived. He was once more to be disappointed' in 
these agreeable anticipations. In the year 1824 he 
was elected to the United States Senate by the legis* 
latnre of Ohio. Soon after taking his seat in that 
body he was appointed chairman of the military com- 
mittee, in place of General Jackson, who had just 
remgned. 

Acting npon the principle that had ever inflaenced 
his conduct, he warmly advocated the passage of a 
bill giving the preference in the appointment of ca- 
dets to the Military Academy at West Point, to the 
sons of those who had fallen in defense of their coun- 
try's rights. While a member of the other house of 
Congress, he lost no opportunity of enforcing the ne- 
cessity of giving not only to those who had shed their 
blood in their country's services, but also to the wid- 
ows and orphans of those who had fallen in battle, 
some practical evidence of the country's gratitude. 
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His course in relation to the appointment of cadets 
was in accordance with his whole conduct towards 
these and the descendants of those who have periled 
and lost their lives in fighting for the rights of the 
whole people. 

The eccentric and extraordinary John Randolph, 
of Roanoke, occupied a seat in the Senate at the time 
General Harrison represented Ohio in that hody, and 
like every one else whose fortune led him into contact 
with the fierce genius from Virginia, he had to pay 
the penalty such contact imposed. True to his uni- 
form practice, and the instinct of his nature, the Ro- 
anoke orator commenced one of his furious philippics 
against Harrison, renewing an old charge of having 
been a black cockade federalist, 'and an advocate of 
the Alien and Sedition laws which were adopted du^ 
ring the administration of the elder Adams. In re- 
ply to a virulent and unprovoked attack of this char- 
acter, General Harrison replied with promptness and 
good temper, that the extraordinary manner in which 
his name had been brought before the Senate by the 
Senator from Virginia, probably required some notice 
from him, though he scarcely knew how to treat seri- 
ously such a charge as had been advanced against 
him. 

To the charge that he had the stain of federalism 
upon his skirts, and had voted for a standine army 
and the Alien and Sedition laws, he said that he had 
not so fertile an imagination as the gentleman from 
Virginia, nor could he at command call up aU the 
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trmiiBaetions of nearly thirtj yean ago. He could 
aay, however, that at the time alluded to, he was not 
a party man in the Bense the Senator from Virginia 
used. He was a delegate of a territory which was 
just then rising into importance, and having no vote 
npon the general questiona before Congress, it was 
^either his duty, nor tte interest* of those whom he 
rtpresented, to plunge into the turbulent sea of gen- 
eral politics which then agitated the nation. 

There were questions of great importance to the 
north-west territory then before Congress — questions 
iqpon the just settlement of which depended the future 
proq>erity of that now important portion of the Union. 
Standing as he did, the sole representative of that 
territory, his greatest ambition was to prove himself 
faithful to his trust by ohesishing its interest; and 
nothing could have been more suicidal or pernicious 
to those he represented than for him to exasperate 
either par^ by becoming a violent partisan without 
the power to aid it, because he had no vote on politi- 
cal questions. This was his position, and although 
he had his political principles as firmly fixed as those 
of the gentleman from Virginia, it was no business 
of his to strike where he could not be felt, and vhere 
the blow must recoil upon himself and those whom he 
represented. 

He wore no cockade, black or tri-colored, at that 
time, and never wore one but when he was in the 
military service of his country. But he was seriously 
charged with the heinous offense of associating with 
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federal gentlemen. He plead guilt j; he respected 
tbe revolationary servicea of Preaident Adams, and 
had paid him that courtesy which was dne to him as 
a man and a chief magistrate. He also associated 
irith such men as John Marshall tad James A. Bay- 
ard : iras the acknowledgment of snch guilt to throw 
him ont of the pale of political salyation T 

On the other hand, he was on intimate terms with 
Mr. Jefferson, Mr. (Gallatin, and with the whole Vir- 
ginia delegation, among whom he had many kinsmen 
and dear friends. They Irere his principal assodates 
in Philadelphia, in whose mess he had often met the 
gentleman who was now his accuser, and with whom 
he had spent some of the happiest hours of his life. 
It was true, as the senator alleged, he had been ap- 
pointed gOTemot of the north-western territory by 
John Aikms ; so had he been by ISiomas Jefferson 
and James Madison. 

But he was not in Congress when the standing 
army was created and the Alien and Sedition laws 
were passed, and if he had been he could not hare 
voted for them, and would not if he could. It was 
not in his nature to be a violent or prescriptive parti* 
san, but he had given a fine support to the repubUcai. 
administrations of Jefferson, Madison and Monroe 
He hoped the senator from Virginia was answered ; 
he was sure the Senate must be wearied with this 
frivolous and unprofitable squabble. 

I 



-WILLIAM HXHftT HABBI80K. 287 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Gbnbral HAitiiidoif remained in Oongress only 
three years, having been appointed by President John 
Qnincy Adams, in 1828, Minister Plenipotentiary to 
tke republic of Colombia. He sailed from New York 
OR his mission on the 10th November of that year, 
in the ship Erie, and anived at Bogota on the 5th of 
Febnutrf ensuing. On the 27th he presented his 
credentials and was received with flattering attentions. 
The official journal of the government, in announcing 
his arrival, congratulated Colombia on beholding the 
interest which was manifested by the government of 
the United States, to cultivate friendly relations with 
that republic by sending among them so distinguished 
a citisen as General Harrison. 

On the 4th of March following, twenty-eight days 
after General Harrison arrived at the capitol of Co- 
lombia, Oeneral Jackson was inaugurated President 
of the United States. On the 8th of March, thirty- 
one days after his arrival, he was recalled, and 
Thomas P. Moore, of Kentucky, appointed his suc- 
cessor. A recollection of this circumstance will aid 
in foradng an opinion as to the correctness of the 
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charge that Qeneral Hamaon was recalled in oonse- 
qaence of his interferenoe with the internal affairs of 
the repahlio. The goyemment of the United States 
could not have been advised of his arriyal at Bogota 
until some time after he had been recalled, and Mr. 
Moore appointed to succeed him. The pretext npon 
which this charge of interference was based, was a 
letter written \if him to Bolivar, the Presidmt of the 
republic, containing some patriotic admonition as to 
his future course. 

Unfortunatdj, however, for those who sought te 
justify the injustice done to General Hairiscm and 
the injury to the country, by his hasty recall, that 
letter was written six months after the app<mitnent 
of his successor, and when he had ceased to be aa 
officer of the government. The charge, however, 
served its purpose for the time, and has long since 
ceased either to be believed or repeated. The letter 
which was used as an attempted justification of an act 
that met with the almost universal disapprobation of 
the country, contained sentiments alike so noble and 
patriotic, and is withal so pregnant with the true 
spirit of republicanism, that it deserves to be perpet- 
uated in every practicable form. Few papers ema- 
nating from a private citizen have ever been more 
admired or commanded more general respect for theb 
patriotic principles and their beauty and energy ci 
style. The letter is dated at Bogota, on the 27th of 
September, 1829. The motive by which it was dic- 
tated is best explained by the lettei* itself as follows: 
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'* If there is anything in the style, the matter or 
the object of this letter, which is calculated to give 
offense to yonr excellency, I am persuaded yon will 
readily forgive it, when you reflect on the motives 
which induced me to write it. An old soldier could 
possess no feelings but those of the kindest character 
towards one who has shed so much lustre on the pro- 
fession of arms ; nor can a citizen of the country of 
Washington cease to wish that in Bolivar the world 
might behold another instance of the highest military 
attainments united with the purest patriotism and the 
greatest capacity for civil government. 

^' Such, Sir, have been the fond hopes not only of 
Hae people of the United States, but of the friends 
of liberty throughout the world. I will not say that 
your excellency has formed projects to defeat these 
hopes, but there is no doubt tiiat they have not only 
been formed, but are at this moment in progress to 
maturity, and openly avowed by those who possess 
your entire confidence. I will not attribute to these 
men impure motives, but can they be disinterested 
advisers? Are they not the very persons who will 
gain most by the proposed change ? who will, indeed, 
gain all that is to be gained, without furnishing any 
part of the equivalent ? That the price of their fu- 
ture wealth and honors is to be furnished exclusively 
by yourself? And of what does it consist? Tour 
great character. Such a one, that if a man were 
wise, and possessor of the empire of the Gsesars 
in its best days, he would give all to obtain. Are 
26 
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70a prepared to make this sacrifice for snoh an 
object ? 

^' I am pertoaded that those who advocate these 
n^asures have never dared to induoe 70a to adopt them 
b7 M17 argoment foonded on 7oar persoaial interests, 
and that to suoceed it would be necessar7 to convince 
70U that no other course remained to save the caQntr7 
from the evils of anarch7. This is the <)iieationy thea, 
to be examined. 

Does the histor7 of this country, since the adop- 
tion of tiie .c<mstitiition, really exhibit unequivocal 
evidence that the people are unfit to bo free ? Is the 
exploded <yinion of a Soropean philosopher of the 
last age, that in the new hemisphere man is a degraded 
being, to be renewed and supported b7 the example 
of Colombia ? The proof should indeed be stvong to 
induce an American to adopt an opinion so hnmilisr 
tiog^ 

*^ Feeling alwa78 a deep interest in the sncoess of 
the revolutions in the late Spanish America^ I have 
never been an inattentive observer of events, pending 
ami posterior to the achievements of its independence. 
In these events I search in vain for a single fact to 
show that in Colombia, at least, the state of aociet7 is 
non-suited to the adoption of a free government. 
Will it be said, that a free government did exist, 
but being found inadequate to the objects for which 
it had been instituted, it has been superseded b7 one 
of a dkSerent character with the concurrence of a ma- 
jorit7 of the people ? 
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'^ It k the most difficult thing in the world for ma 
to belieTe, that a people in the possession of their 
rights, as freemen, would ever be willing to surrender 
them and submit themselFOS to the will of a master* 
I say sooh instances are on record ; the power thus 
transfiwred has been in a moment of extreme public 
danger, and then Mmited to a very short period. I 
do not think that it is by any means certain that the 
majority of the Fr^ich people favored the elevation of 
Ni^leon to the throne of France. But if it were so, 
bow different were the circumstances of that country 
fipom those of Colombia, wh«a the constitution of Ca* 
color was overthrown ! At the period of the elevation 
of Napole<m to the First Consulate, all the powers of 
Europe were the op^i (x secret enemies of France ; 
civil war raged within her borders. The hereditary 
king possessed many partisans m every province; 
the people, continually betrayed by the factions which 
murdered and succeeded each other, had imbibed a 
portion of their ferocity, and every town and village 
iritnessed the indiscriminate slaughter of both men 
and women of all parties and principles. Does the 
history of Colombia, since the expulsion of the Span^ 
iards, present any parallel to these scenes? Her 
frontiers have never been seriously menaced ; no civil 
war raged ; not a partisan of the former government 
was to be found in the whole extent of her territory ; 
no faction contended with each oth^ for the posses- 
sion of power ; the executive government remained 
in the hands of those to whom it had been committed 
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by the people, in a fair election. In fact, no people 
ever passed from under the yoke of a despotic goT- 
ernment to the enjoyment of entire freedom with less 
disposition to abuse their newly-acquired power than 
those of Colombia. They submitted, indeed, to a 
continuance of some of the most arbitrary and unjust 
features which distinguished the former goyemment. 
If there was any disposition on the part of the great 
mass of the people to effect any change in the exist- 
ing order of things, — if the Colombians act from the 
same motives and upon the same principles which 
govern mankind elsewhere and in all ages, — ^they would 
have desired to take from the government a part of 
the power which, in their experience, they had con- 
fided to it. The monopoly of certain articles of agri- 
cultural produce, and the oppressive duties of the Al- 
cabala, might have been tolerated until the last of their 
tyrants were driven from the country. But when 
peace was restored, when not one enemy remained 
within its borders, it might reasonably have been sup- 
posed that the people would have desired to abolish 
these remains of arbitrary governments, and substitute 
for them some tax more equal and accordant with 
republican principles. 

^^ On the contrary, it is pretended that they had 
become enamored with these despotic measures, and 
so disgusted with the freedom they did enjoy, that 
they were more than willing to commit their destinies 
to the uncontrolled will of your excellency. Let me 
assure you, Sir, that these assertions will gain no 
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credits witli the present generation, or with posteritj. 
They will demand the facts which had induced a 
people, by no means deficient in intelligence, so soon 
to abandon the principles for which they had so gal- 
lantly fought, and tamely surrendered that liberty 
which had been obtained at the expense of so much 
blood. And what facts can be produced ? It cannot 
be said that life and property were not as well pro- 
tected under the republican government as they haye 
ever been ; nor that there existed any opposition to 
the constitution and laws too strong for the ordinary 
powers of the goyemment to put down* 

'^ If the insurrection of General Paez, in Venezu- 
ela, is adduced, I would ask by what means was he re- 
duced to obedience ? Your excellency, the legitimate 
head of the republic, appeared, and in a moment all 
opposition ceased, and Venezuela was restored to the 
republic. But it is said that this was affected by 
your personal influence, or the dread of your military 
talents, and that to keep General Paez and other ambi- 
tious chiefs from dismembering the republic, it was 
necessary to invest your exceUency with the extraor- 
dinary powers you possess. There would be some 
reason in this if you had refused to act without these 
powers, or haying acted as you did, you had been 
enable to accomplish anything without them; but 
you succeeded completely, and there can be no possi- 
ble reason assigned why you would not have suc- 
ceeded with the same means against any future at- 
tempt of General Paea or any other generaL 
26* 
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^ There appean, lioweTer, to be one sentiment in 
which all parties nnite ; that is, that as matters now 
stand, you alone can save the country from min — at 
least firom much calamity. They difier, however, 
Tery widely as to the measures to be taken to put 
yonr excellency in the way to render this important 
service. The lesser and more interested party is for 
plaebg the government in yonr hands for ^ life, either 
with yonr present title, or with one which, it most be 
confessed, better accords with the nature of the pow- 
ers to be exercised. K they adopt the less offensive 
tide, and if they weave into their system some appa* 
rent checks to yoor will, it is only for the purpose of 
masking, in some degree, their real object, which is 
nothing short of the establishment of a despotism. 
The plea of necessity, that eternal argument of all 
conspirators, ancient or modem, against the rights of 
mankind, will be resorted to, to induce you to accede 
to their measures, and the unsettled state of the coun* 
try which has been designedly produced by them, will 
be adduced as evidence of that necessity. 

^^ There is but one way for your excellency to es- 
cape from the snares which have been so artfully laid 
to entrap you, and that is to stop short in the course 
which unfortunately has been already commenced. 
Every step you advance under the influence of such 
counsels will make retreat more difficult, until it will 
become impracticable. You will be told that the in- 
tention is only to vest you with authority, to correct 
what is wrong in the administrationy and to put down 
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the faetionfl, and that when the country once enjoys 
tranqnillity, the government may be restored to the 
people. Delusive will be the hopes of those who rely 
open this declaration. The promised hour of tran- 
quillity will never arrive. K events tended to pro- 
duce it, they will be counteracted by the government 
itself. It- was the strong remark of a former presi- 
dent of the United States, that sooner will the lover 
be contented with the first smOes of his mistress than a 
government cease to endeavor to extend and preserve 
Hs powers. With whatever reluctance your excellency 
may commence the career ; with whatever disposition 
to abandon it when the objects for which it was com- 
menced have been obtained ; when once fairly en- 
tered, yon will be borne along by the irrresistible 
force of pride, habits of command, and, indeed, of 
Bclf-preservation, and it will be impossible to recede. 
'^ But it is said that it is for the benefit of the 
people that the proposed change is to be made ; and 
that by your talents and influence alone, aided by 
unlimited power, the ambitious chiefs in the different 
departments are to be restrained, and the integrity 
of the republic preserved. I have said, and I most 
sincerely believe that from the state into which the ' 
country has been brought, that you alone can pre- 
serve it from the horrors of anarchy. But I cannot 
conceive that any extraordinary powers are necessary. 
The authority to see that the laws are executed;, 
to call out the strength of the country ; to enforce 
their execution, is all that is required^ and is what 
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IS possessed by the chief magistrate of the United 
States, and of every other republic, and is T?hat was 
confined to the executive by the constitution of Gu* 
cuta. Would your talents or your energies be im- 
paired in the council or the field, or your influence 
lessened when acting as the head of a republic ? 

^^I propose to examine very briefly the results 
which are likely to flow from the proposed change of 
government : first, in relation to the country ; sec- 
ondly, to yourself personally. Is the tranquillity of 
the country to be secured by it ? Is it possible for 
your excellency to believe that when the mask has 
been thrown off, and the people discovwed that a 
despotic government has been filxed upon them, that 
they will quietly submit to it 7 Will they forget the 
pass- word which, like the cross of fire, was the signal 
for rallying to oppose their former tyrants ? Will th^ 
virgins at your bidding cease to chimt the songs of 
liberty which so lately animated the youth to victory ? 
Was the patriotic blood of Colombia all expended in 
the fields of Vargas, Bayaca and Carebobo ! The 
schools may cease to enforce upon their pupils the 
love of country, drawn from the examples of Cato 
>Bind the Bruti, Harmodius and Aristogiton ; but the 
glorious example of patriotic devotion, exhibited in 
your own hacienda, will supply their place. Depend 
upon it, Sir, that the moment which shall announce the 
continuance of arbitrary power in your hands, will be 
the commencement of commotions which will require 
all your tidents and energy to suppress. You may 
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sneeeed. The disciplined arm j at your disposal may 
be too poverfnl for an unarmed, undisciplined and 
scattered population. But one unsuccessful effort will 
not content them, and your feelings will be eternally 
racked by being obliged to make war upon those who 
kave been accustomed to call you their father, and to 
invoke blessings on your head, and for no cause but 
their adherence to principles which you yourself had 
taught them to regard more than their lives. 

^' If by the strong government which the advocates 
fcnr the proposed change so strenuously recommend, 
one without responsibility is intended which may put 
men to death, and immure them in dungeons without 
trial, and one where the army is everything and the 
people nothing, I must say that if the tranquillity of 
Colombia is to be preserved in this way, the wildest an* 
archy would be preferable. Out of that anarchy a 
better goremment might arise. But the chains of 
nulitary despotism once fastened upon a nation, ages 
iiught pass away before they could be shaken off. 

^^But I contend that the strongest of all govem- 
i&ents is that which is most free. We consider that 
of the United States as the strongest, precisely be^- 
eause it is the most free. It possesses the faculties 
equally to protect itself from foreign force or internal 
convubions. In both it has been su£Sciently tried. 
Iq no country upon the earth would an armed oppo- 
sition to the laws be sooner or more effectually put 
down. Not so much by the terrors of the guillotine 
uid the gibbet as from the arovsed determination of 
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tbe nation, exhibiting their strength, and convindng 
the factions that their canse was hopeless. No, Sir, 
iepend npon it, that the possession of arbitrary power 
by the government of Colombia will not be the means 
of securing its tranqnillit j ; nor will the danger of 
disturbances solely arise from the opposition of th6 
people. The power and the military furce which it 
will be necessaiy to pnt in the hands of the governors 
of the distant provinces, added to the nature of tile 
country, will continually present to those officers the 
temptation and the means of revolt. 

^' Will the proposed change restore prosperity to the 
country ? With the best intentions to do so will you 
be able to recall commerce to its shores, and give new 
life to the drooping state of agriculture ? The cause 
of the constant decline in these great interests cannot 
be mistaken. It arises from the fewness of those 
who labor, and the number of those who are to be 
supported by that labor. To support a swarm of 
luxurious and idle monks, and an army greatly dis- 
proportioned to the resources of the country, with a 
body of officers in a tenfold degree disproportioned 
to the army, every branch of industry is opprressed 
with burdens which deprive the ingenious man of the 
profits of his ingenuity, and the laborer of his rewanL 
To satisfy the constant and pressing demands which 
are made upon it, the treasury seizes upon everything 
within its grasp— destroying the very germ of future 
prosperity : is there any prospect that these evils will 
cease with the proposed change ? Can the army be 
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dispensed irith ? Will the influence of the monks be 
no longer necessary? Believe me. Sir, that the sup- 
port which the government derives from both those 
sources will be more than ever requisite. 

''But the most important inquiry is the effect 
which this strong government is to have upon the 
people themselves. Will it tend to improve and ele- 
vate their character, and fit them for the freedom which 
it IB pretended is ultimately to be bestowed upon them ? 
The question has been answered from the age of Ho- 
mer. Man does not learn under oppression those 
noble qualities and feelings which fit him for the en- 
joyment of liberty. Nor is despotism the proper 
school in which to acquire the knowledge of the prin- 
ciples of republican government. A government 
whose revenues are derived from diverting the very 
aources of wealth from its subjects will not find it 
the means of improving the morals and enlightening 
the minds of the youth, by supporting systems of lib- 
eral education ; and if it could, it would not. 

'' In relation to the effect which this investment 
of power is to have upon your happiness and your 
fame, will the pomp and glitter of a court, and the 
flattery of venal courtiers, reward you for the trouble 
and anxieties attendant upon the exercise of sover- 
eignty everywhere, and those which will flow from 
your peculiar situation ? Or power supported by the 
bayonet for that willing homage which you were wont 
to receive from your fellow-citizens ? The groans of 
a dissatisfied and oppressed people will penetrate the 
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inmost recesses of your palace, and 70a will be 
tortured by the reflection that yon no longer possess 
that place in their affections which was once your 
pride and your boast, and which would have been 
your solace under every reverse of fortune. Unsup- 
ported by the people, your authority can only be 
maintained by die terrors of the sword and the scaf- 
fold. And have these ever been successful under 
similar circumstances ? Blood may smother for a pe- 
riod, but can never extinguish the fire of liberty 
which you have contributed so much to kindle in the 
bosom of every Oolombian. 

^^I will not urge as an argument the personal 
dangers to which you will be exposed ; but I will ask 
if you could enjoy life which would be preserved by 
the constant execution of so many human beings — 
your countrymen, your former friends, and almost your 
worshipers ? The pangs of ^uch a situation will be 
more acutely reflecting on the hallowed motives who 
could aim their daggers at your bosom ; that, like the 
last of the Romans, they would strike, not from hatred 
to the man, but love to the country. 

<<From a knowledge of your own disposition and 
present feelings, your excellency will not be willing 
to believe that you could ever be brought to commit 
an act of tyranny, or ever to execute justice with un- 
necessary rigor ; but trust me. Sir, there is nothing 
more corrupting — ^nothing more destructive of the 
noblest and finest feelings of our nature — ^than of un- 
limited power. The men who, in the beginning of 
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BoA » career, might Bhodder at the idea of taking 
awaj the life of a fellbw-beiiig, might soon have his 
oonacience so seared by the repetition of crime, that 
the agoaieB of his murdered yictims might become 
music to his soul, and the drippings of his scaffold 
afford ** blood enough to swim in/' Bostory is full 
of snch examples. 

^^ From this diajgnsting picture permit me to call 
the attention of your excellency to one of a different 
eliavacter. It exhibits you as the constitutional chief 
magistrate of a free people, giving to their representa- 
tives the influence of your great name, to reform the 
abuses which, in a long reign of tyranny and misrule, 
hare fSutened upon every branch of the government 
The army and its swarm of officers reduced within 
the limits of real usefulness, placed on the frontiers, 
and no longer permitted to control public opinion, and 
be the terror of the peaceful citizen. By the removal 
of this incubus from the treasury, and the establish- 
ment of order, responsibility and economy in the ex- 
penditures of the government, it would soon be enabled 
to dispense with the odious monopolies and the duty 
of the aleatHtlOf which have operated with so malign 
an effect upon the commerce and agriculture ; and, 
indeed, ispon the revenues which they were intended 
to augment. No longer oppressed by these shackles,* 
industry would everywhere revive; the. farmer and 
the artisan, cheered by the prospect of ample reward 
for their labor, would redouble their exertions ; for- 
eigners, with their capital and skill in the arts, would 
26 
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crowd hither to enjoy the advantages whieh eonld 
scarcely elsewhere be found; and Colombia wonld 
soon exhibit the reality of the beantifiil fiction of 
Fenelon — ^Labntnm rising from misery and oppression 
to prosperity and happiness, nnder the counsels and 
direction of the concealed goddess. 

" What objections can be urged against this 
conrse ? Can any one acquainted with these eircnm- 
stances of the country donbt its success in restoring 
and maintaining tranquillity ? The people would cer- 
tainly not revolt against themselveSy and none of the 
chiefs who are supposed to be factiously inclined 
would think of opposing the strength of the nation 
when directed by your talents and authori^. But 
it is said that the want of intelligence amongst the 
people unfits them for the government. Is it not 
right, however, that the experiment should be fairly 
tried ? I have already said that this has not been 
done. For myself, I do not hesitate to declare my 
firm belief that it will succeed. The pe<^le of Co- 
lombia possess many traits of character suitable 
for a republican government. A more orderly, for- 
bearing, well-disposed people are nowhere to be met 
with. Indeed, it may be asserted, that their faults 
and vices are attributable to the cursed government 
to which they have been.so long subjected, and to the 
intolerant character of their religion, whilst their vir- 
tues are all their own. But admitting th^ present 
want of intelligence, no one has ever doubted their ca- 
pacity to acquire knowledge ; and under the strong 
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raotires which exist to obtain it, supported by the 
inflaence of your excellency, it would soon be ob- 
tained. 

^ To yourself the advantage would be as great as 
to the country ; like acts of mercy the blessings would 
be reciprocal, your personal happiness secured, and 
your fitme eleyated to a height which would leave but 
a single competition in the estimation of posterity. 
In bestowing the palm of merit the world has become 
wiser than formerly. The successful warrior is no 
longer entitled to the first place in the temple of fame. 
Talents of this kind have become too common and too 
often used for mischievous purposes to be regarded as 
they once were. In this enlightened age the now hero 
of the field and the successful leader of armies may, for 
the moment, attract attention ; but it will be such as 
is bestowed upon the passing meteor, whose blase is 
BO longer remembered when it is no longer seen. To 
be esteemed eminently great it is necessary to be em- 
inently good. The qualities of the general and the 
hero must be devoted to the advantage of mankind, 
before he will be permitted to assume the title of their 
benefactor ; and the station which he will hold in their 
regard and affections will depend, not upon the num- 
ber and the splendor of his yiotories, but upon the re- 
sults and the use he may make of t)ie mftifntoe he 
acquires from them* 

*^ If the fame of Washington depended upon his 
military achievements, would t)ie common consent of 
the wovld allow him the pre^minwoeh^ possesses? 
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The Tictories of Trenton, Monmouth and York, bril- 
liant as they were— exhibiting as they oertunlj did, tlie 
highest grade of military talents — are scarcely thought 
of. The source of the veneration and esteem which is 
entertained for his character by every deaeripti<m of 
politicians — ^the monarchist and aristocrat, as well as 
the repoblican — ^is to be fonnd in his nndevialiing and 
exclusive devotedness to the interests of his country. 
Ko selfish consideration was ever suffered to intrade 
itself into his mind. For his country he conquered ; 
and the unrivaled and increasing prosperity of that 
country is constantly adding fresh glory to bis nsiM. 
General, the course which he pursued is open to you, 
and it depends upon yourself to attain the eminenee 
which he reached before you. 

" To the eyes of military men die laurels youw^ii 
on the fields of Vargas, Bayaca and GavelM^ will 
be forever green ; but will that content yoo ? Am 
you willing that your name should descend to posterity 
amongst the names of those whose fSeune has beei^ da* 
rived from shedding human blood, without a single 
advantage to the human race; or shaU it be wiited to 
that of Washington, as the founder and the father of 
a great and happy people ? The dioioe is before jam* 
The friends of liberty throughout the world, and the 
people of the Umted Btat^- in pavtkular, are uraut* 
ing your decision with intense amdaty. Alexander 
toiled and conquered to obtain the applause of the 
Athenians ; will you regard as nothing the opkiions 
#f a nation whiflh hae #riBetd kawpenarilgr mev that 
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edebimted ftofh in the acieBoe moBt naefcd to Immbi^ 
hy having carried into actuftl practice a system of 
goTenunent, of iriiich tbcF wisest Athenians had bat a 
gUmpae in theorj, and considered as a blessing never 
to be realitedy however ardently to be desired* The 
place which yon are to occupy in their esteem depends 
upon jonraeUl Farewell/' 

Immediately npon the arrival of General Harri- 
son's BuccesBor he took his departure from Bogota^ 
and arrived at New York on the 16th of February, 
1880. He proceeded at once to his residence at North 
Bend, and again entered npon his favorite pursuit of 
agricalture with all the zeal of former years. A 
short time after his return he partook of a public din- 
ner, tendered him by the citizens of Cincinnati, as 
a mark of their high respect for his private virtues 
and distinguished public services. The next year he 
delivered the annual address before the Hamilton 
County Agricultural Society. This address gave con- 
vincing evidence of General Harrison's familiar ae- 
quiuntance with the theory as well as the practice of 
agriculture, and of the deep interest he felt in. that 
most important of all branches of industry. An 
extract from it will illustrate the truth of this state- 
ment: 

'^ The encouragement of agriculture, gentlemen, 
would be praiseworthy in any country ; in our own it 
is peculiarly so, not only to multiply the means and 
enjoyments of life, but as giving greater stability and 
security to our political institutions. In all ages and 
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in an €0imtrie8y it kas been obsenred, that tlie culd- 
Tftton of the soil are those who were least willing to 
part with their rights, and submit themselves to Uie will 
of a master. I have no doabt, also, that a taste for 
agricultural pursuits is the best means of disciplining 
the ambition of those daring spirits who occasionally 
spring up in the world for good or for evil, to defend 
or destroy the liberties of their fellow-men, as the 
principles received from education or ciroumstanees 
may tend. As long as the leaders of the Boman 
armies were taken from the plow, to the plow they 
were willing to return; never in the character of 
general forgetting the dnties of the citiaen, and ever 
ready to exchange the sword and the triumphal pur- 
ple, for the homely vestments of the husbandman. 

^^ The history of this far-famed republic is full of 
instances of this kind; but none more remarkable 
than our own age and country have produced. The 
facinatiims of power, and the trappings of command, 
were as much despised — and the enjoyment of rural 
scenes and rural employments as highly prized — ^by our 
Washington as by Cincinnatus or Regulus. At the 
close of his glorious military career, he says, ^ I am 
preparing to return to that domestic retirement which 
it is well known I left with the deepest regret, and for 
which I have not ceased to sigh through a long and 
painful absence.' 

^' Your efforts, gentlemen, to diffuse a taste for 
agriculture amongst men of all descriptions and pro- 
fessions may produce results more important, even. 
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than mereuiiig the means of sabsifltence, »nd the en* 
jojments of life. It may caiue some future oon* 
quercHr for his country to end his career 

* Chiiltless of his eofrntry's blood.' 

* * ^ iif^Q the heart-cheering prospect of 
herds and floclcs feeding on unrivaled pastures, 
fields of grain exhibiting the scriptural proof that the 
seed had been sown on good ground, how often is 
the eye of the philanthropic traveler disgusted with 
the dark unsightly manufactories of a certain poison 
— ^poison to the body and the soul. A modem ^neas 
or Ulysses might mistake them for entrances into the 
infernal regions ; nor would they greatly err. But, 
unlike those passages which conduct the Grecian and 
Trojan heroes on their pious errands, the scence to 
which these conduct the unhappy wretch who shall 
enter are those exclusively of misery and woe. No 
relief to the sad picture ; no Tartarus therej no Ely- 
sium here. It is all Tartarian darkness, and not un- 
frequently Tartarian crimes. I speak more freely of 
the practice of converting the material of the ^ staff 
of life' (and by which so many human beings yearly 
perish) into an article which is so destructive of 
health and happiness, because in that way I have 
sinned myself; but in that way I shall sin no more." 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Oekeral Harrison's time and attehtion now and 
for sereral years after continued to be almost exclu- 
sivelj devoted to agricultural pursuits^ — ^not so exclu- 
sively, howevery that he was not ever ready to aid to 
the extent of his abilities, and in any way his Ser- 
vices might be required in every useful and benevo- 
lent enterprise. His expensive literary attainments 
subjected him to frequent demands of this character. 
Trequent addresses, speeches and orations of his, 
written or spoken, during this period, are productions 
of no mean literary merit, and evincing a range of 
intellect and a depth of research which place General 
Harrison in the front rank of American orators and 
statesmen as well as writers. 

Passing over several of these productions, an ex- 
tract win be given from a speech delivered at Yin- 
cennes, in May, 1835, at a dinner given him by the 
dtisens of that place, for the purpose of showing his 
opinions upon a question which then, as now, excited 
the deepest interest in the public mind. Though his 
opinions on the subject of slavery may not command 
the same attention now that they did when the public 
mind first began to be directed towards him as an 
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aspirant for the highest office in tlM nation, thej are 
nerertheless entitled to that respect whioh eTerything 
emanating from a man of lue character, talents and 
patriotism, should ever receiye. Many of his senti- 
ments win, probably, scarcely find a response amongst 
a large nnmber of the people in one section of the 
Union. After having briefly rieferred to the move* 
ments of emancipation societies, and denonnced diem 
in terms that proved irith how good a will it was 
done, he proceeds: — 

^* Am I wrong in applying the terms weak, pre- 
sumptions and nnconstitntional to the measures of the 
emancipators ? A slight examination will, I think, 
show that I am iiot. In the vindication of the objects 
of a convention lately held in one of the towns of 
Ohio, it was that nodiing more was intended than to 
produce a state of public feeling which would lead to 
an amendment of the constitution of the United 
States. Now can an amendment of the constitution 
be effected without the consent of the southern states ? 
What then is the proposition to be submitted to them ? 
* * * But the course pursued by the emancipa- 
tionists is unconstitutionaL I do not say that there 
are any words in the constitution which forbid the 
discussions they are engaged in ; I know that there 
are not. Any citizens have the right to express and 
publish their opinions without restriction. But in the 
construction of the constitution it is always necessary 
to refer to the circumstances under which it was 
-framed, and to ascertun its meaning by a comparison 
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of its proTiaioiis with esoh other, and with the previ- 
ons Bituti^m of the eeyersl States who were parties to 
it. In a portion of these, slavery was recognized, 
and they took care to have the right secured to them; 
to follow and reclaim wgh of them as were fugitives 
to other States* The laws of Congress, passed under 
this power, have provided punishment for any one 
who shall oppose or interrupt the ezoercise of this 
right. Now can any one believe that the instrument 
which contains a provision of this kind which author- 
ises a master to pursue his slave into another State, 
take him back, and provide punishment for any citi- 
sen of that State who should oppose him, should at 
the same time authorise the latter to assemble to- 
gether, to pass resolutions, and adopt addresses, not 
only to encourage the slaves to leave their masters, 
but to cut their throats before they do so. 

^' I insist, that if the citisens of the non-slave- 
holding States can avail themselves of the article of 
the X constitution, which prohibits the restriction of 
speech, or the press to publish anything injurious to 
the rights of the slaveJiolding States, that they can 
go to the extreme that I have mentioned, and effect 
anything further whiph writing or speaking could 
effect. But, fellow-citiaens, these are not the princi- 
ples of the constitution. Such a construction would 
defeat one of the great objects of its formation, 
which was that of -securing the peace and harmony of 
the States which were parties to it The liberty of 
speech and the press were given as the most effect- 
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lud means to preserye to .eaeh and e^erj dtixen his 
own rights, and to tke States the rights which appm*- 
tained to them, at the time of their adoption. It 
eould nerer have been expected that it would ^ have 
been nsed by the citisens of one portion of the States 
for the porpose of depriving those of another portion 
of the rights which they had reserved at the adoption 
of the constitution, and in the exercise of which none 
but themselves have any concern or interest. If sla- 
very is an evil, the evil is with them. If there is 
guilt in it, the guilt is theirs, not ours, since neither 
the States where it does not exist, nor the government 
of the United States, can, without usurpation of 
power, and the violation of a solemn compact, do 
anjrthing to remove it without the consent of those 
who are immediately interested. But they will nei- 
ther aid nor consent to be aided, whilst the illegal, 
persecuting and dangerous movements are in progress, 
of which I complain ; the interest of all concerned re- 
quires that these should be stopped immediately. 
This can only be done by the force of public opinion, 
and that cannot too soon be brought into operation. 
Every movement which is made by the abolitionists 
in the non-slave-holding States is viewed by our south- 
em brethren as an attack upon their rights, and 
which, if persisted in, must in the end eradicate those 
feelings of attachment and affection between the citi- 
zens of all the States, which was produced by a com- 
mimity osf interests and dangers in the war of the 
revolution, which was the foundation of our happy 
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mdony and by • eonibiuftiioe of irhioh it can alone be 
presenred. I entreat yon, then, to frown npon the 
ineasnreB winch are to produce resnlts eo mndi to be 
deprecated. The opinions wbioh I have new giveii 
I have omitted no opportunity^ for the laat two years, 
to lay before die people of my own State ; I hare 
taken the liberty to expresa them here, knowing that 
if they should unfortunately not accord with youni 
they would be kindly received. 

In relation to these opinions of General Harrisoa, 
it may be said that public opinion in the free Statei 
has taken a long stride forward iu the sixteen years 
since their deliyery and the present period^ Then 
diey were up with the sentiment of the northern 
people on the subject of slavery ; now they are iar 
behind it, at least, on some p<nnts. While the great 
body of the eitixens of die free States will cordially 
agree with him that neither they nor Congress have 
any nght to interfere with slavery in the States, where 
it exists, they still claim the right to investigate it in 
all its relations to the Korth, and to use every proper 
means to prevent its extension beyond its present 
limits. 

For a long time the attention of the people of sev- 
eral of the States had been concentrating upon General 
Harrison as the most suitable man as the whig candi- 
date for President, at the ensuing presidential electiou. 
By a spontaneous movement in his behalf^ he was nom- 
inated, on the part of the people, in the autumn of 
1886 ; and the nmaination thus virtually made by the 
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pe<^k was oonfiimed by ▼wrkws State coBrentions op- 
. posed to the re-eleotion of Mr. Van Buren, held the 
same autumn or the ensuing spring. Several of the 
States, however, either made no nomination, or nom- 
inated another candidate ; and this want of unani- 
mous and harmonious action between all the opponents 
of Mr. Van Buren, in every part of the Union, and the 
late period to which the canvass Wfs deferred, led to the 
defeat of General Harrison. The result {Hroved, how- 
erer, that had he been brought before the people with 
the advantages which a national nomination and a 
aational organisation would have given him, and the 
oonfidenee it would have inq[)ired in his friends, he 
might have been elected; and especially it proved 
that he possessed the elements of future success i^ 
his diaracter. Though he received but seventy-twy 
electoral votes, in the fifteen States in which he and 
Mr. Van Buren were the only caiididates, he received 
fire hundred and fifly-two ^ousand votes, and Mr. 
Yan Buren five hundred and eighty^ being a majority 
for the latter of the popular vote of only twenty-eight 
thousand. 

In 1837, General Harrison was selected to deliver 
a discourse before the Philosophical and Historical 
Socie^ of Ohio, a duty that he discharged with con- 
amunate ability. The subject of this address was on 
the Aborignies of the valley of the Ohio. It displays 
a yexy considerable degiree of research, and a perfect 
familiarity with the ancient works and the Aborigines 
on the Ohio. It is written, too, with force- and ele- 
27 
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gance, and is as ingemons as it is profound. A sin- 
gle extract or two will iUostrate this ; and also afford . 
both pleasure and interest to the enqnirer after both : 
— " The process by which nature restores the forest 
to its original state, after being once cleared, is ex* 
tremel J slow. In our rich lands, indeed, it is sooii 
covered again with timber, but the character of the 
growth is entirely different, and continues so through 
many generations of men. In seyeral places on the 
Ohio, particularly upon the farm which I occupy, 
clearings were made in the first settlements, aban- 
doned, and suffered to grow up. Some of them, now 
to be seen, of nearly fifty years' growth, have made so 
little progress towards attaining the appearance of 
the immediately contiguous forest, as to induce any 
man of reflection to determine that at least texk times 
fifty years would be necessary before its consplete 
assimilation could be affected. The sites of the an* 
cient works on the Ohio present precisely the same 
appearance as the circumjacent forest. You find <» 
them all that beautiful variety of trees which gives 
such unrivaled richness to our forest. This is par- 
ticularly the case on fifteen acres, included within the 
walls of the neck at the mouth of the Great Miami; 
and the relative proportions of the different kinds of 
timber are about the same. The first growth on the 
same kind of land, once cleared, and then abandoned 
to nature, on the contrary, is more homogenious— 
often stinted to one or two, or at most to three, kinds 
of timber* 
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^^ ]f the groimd had been cultivated, yellow locust, in 
many place, wUl spring up as thick as garden peas. If 
it has not been caltivated, the black and white walnut 
will be the prevailing growth. The rapidity with which 
these trees grow, for a time, smothers the attempt of 
other kinds to vegetate and grow in their shade. The 
more thrifty individuals soon overtop the meeker of 
their own* kind, which sicken and die. In this way, there 
are soon only as many left as the earth will support 
to maturity. All this time the squirrel may plant the 
seed of those trees which serve them for food, and by 
neglect suffer them to remain, — ^it will be in vain ; 
the birds may drop the kernels, the external pulp of 
which have contributed to their nourishment, and di- 
vested of which they are in the best state for ger- 
minating, still it will be of no avail ; the winds of 
heaven may waft the winged seeds of the sycamour, 
ootton-wood and maple, and a friendly shower may 
bury them to the necessary depth in the loose and 
fertile soil; but without success. The roots below 
rob them of moisture, and the canopy of limbs and 
leaves above interrupt the rays of the sun and the 
dews of heaven : the young giants in possession, like 
another kind of aristocracy, absorb the whole means of 
subsistence, and leave the mass to perish at their feet ; 
this state of things, however, will not always continue. 
If the process of nature is slow and circuitous in 
putting down usurpation and establishing the equality 
which she loves, and which is the great characteristic 
of her principles, it is sure and effectual. The pref- 
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erenee of the soil for the first growth ceases niik its 
maturitjr ; it admits of no succession on the prmciple 
of legitimacy. The long undisputed masters of the 
forest may be thinned by the lightnings, the tempes^ 
or by diseases peculiar to themselves ; and whenever 
this is the case, one of the oft-rejected of another 
family, will find between its decaying roots shelter 
and appropriate food, and, springing into vigoroiu 
growth, will soon push its green foliage to the skiefl 
through the decayed and withering limbs of its blasted 
and dying adversary ; the soil itself yielding it a 
more liberal support than any scion from any ooeur 
pant. It will be conceived what a length of time it 
will require for a denuded tract of land, by a process 
so slow, again to clothe itself with the ami^zing variety 
of foliage which is the characteristic of die forests of 
this region. Of what immense age, then, must be 
those works, so often referred to, covered, as has beea 
supposed by those who have the best opportunity of 
examining them, with the second growth after the 
second forest state had been regained. ^ * * 

^^ An erroneous opinion has prevailed in relatton 
to the character of the Indians of North America. 
iBy many they are supposed to be stoics, who willinglj 
encounter deprivations. The very reverse is the fact ; 
if they belong to either of the claisses of philosophers 
which prevailed in the declining ages of Oreece and 
Rome, it is to that of epicureans; for no Indian 
will forego an enjoyment, or suffer an inconvenience, 
if he can avoid it, but under peculiar circumstanceSi 
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— when, for instance, he is stimulated by some strong 
passion ; but even the gratification of this he is ever 
ready to postpone, whenever its accomplishment is 
attended with nnlooked for danger, or unexpected 
hardships. Hence their military operations were 
always feeble— their expeditions few and far between, 
and much the greater number abandoned without an 
efficient stroke, from whim, caprice or an aversion to 
encounter difficulties. But if the Indian will not 
throw off ^ the pomps and pleasures' with which his 
good fortune furnishes him,-*when evils come which 
hjB cannot avoid — ^when Uhe stings and arrows of out- 
rageous fortune' fall thick up<m him, — ^then will he 
call up all the spirit of a man into his bospm, and 
meet his fate, however hard, like ^ the best Roman of 
themaU.' * * * 

^It may be proper that I should say something 
more as to the character of the now scattered and 
almost extinct tribes which so long and so success- 
fuUy resiated our arms, and who, for many years after, 
stood in the relation of dependenis, acknowledging 
themselves under our exclusive protection. Their 
character as warri(Hrs has been already remarked upon ; 
their bravery has never been questioned, although 
there was certainly a considerable difference between 
the several tribes in this respect. With Wyandots, 
iight in battle, when meeting with unexpected resist- 
ance or obstacle, brought with it no disgrace. It was 
considered rather as a principle of tactics ; and I think 
it may be fairly considered as having its source in that 
27* 
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peculiar temperament of mind which they often man- 
ifested of not pressing fortune under anj sinister cir- 
cumstances, but patiently waiting until the changes 
of a successful issue appeared to be fayorable. With 
the Wyandots it was otherwise; their youth were 
taught to consider anything that had the appearance 
of an acknowledgment of a superiority of an enemy 
as disgraceful. In the battle of the Miami Rapids, 
of thirteen chiefs of that tribe who we represent, one 
only surviyed, and he badly wounded. 

'' As it regards their moral and intellectual quali- 
ties the difference between the tribes was still greater. 
The Shawanees, Delawares, and Miamis were much 
superior to the other members of the confederaqr. 
I haye known indiyiduals among them of yery high 
order of talents, but these were not generally to be 
relied on for sincerity. The Little Turtle, of the Mi- 
ami tribe, was of this description, as was the Blue 
Jacket, a Shawanee' chief. I think it probable that 
Tecumthe possessed more integrity than any other of 
the chiefs who attained to much distinction. But he 
yiolated a solemn engagement which he had freely 
contracted, and there are strong suspicicms of his 
haying formed a treacherous design which an accident 
only preyented him from accomplishing. Sinister in- 
stances are, howeyer, to be found in the conduct of 
great men in the history of almost all ciyilized na- 
tions. But these instances are more than counter- 
balanced by the number of indiyiduals of high moral 
character which were to be found amongst the princi 



WILLIAM HXNRT HABRISON. 819 

pal and secondary chiefs of the four tribes abore 
mentioned. This was particularly the case with 
Tache or the Crane, the Grand Sachem of the Wy- 
andots, and Black Hoof, the chief of the Shaw- 
anees." 

The opinions of General Harrison apon the sub- 
ject of dueling may not be without interest, and pos- 
sibly they exert some slight influence even in an age 
when the barbarous custom has almost been driven 
from respectable society. In 1838, he addressed a 
letter to A. B. Howell, JBsq., of New Jersey, on this 
subject, from which an extract will be made. He 
illustrates the dreadful eifects of the practice, and its 
demoralizing tendency, principally by giving one or 
two instances of his own experience in such matters : — 

"I believe," he says, "that there were more 
duels in the north-western army between the years 
1791 and 1795 than ever took place in the same 
length of time, and amongst so small a body of men 
as composed the commissioned officers of the army, 
either in America or any other country, at least in 
modem times. I became an officer in the first-men- 
tioned year, at so early an age, that it is not wonder- 
ful that I implicitly adopted the opinions of the older 
officers, most of whom were veterans of the revolution, 
upon this as well as upon other subjects connected 
with my conduct and duty in the profession I had 
chosen. I believed, therefore, in common with the 
large portion of the officers, that no brave man would 
decline a challenge, nor refrain from giving one 
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whenever he considered his rights or feelings had been 
trespassed upon. I must confess, toe, that I was 
not altogether free from the opinion that even h<»or 
might be acquired from a well fought da^ Fortun- 
ately, howeyer, before I was engaged in a duel, either 
as principal or second, which terminated fatally to 
any one, I became conyinced that all my opinions 
upon the subject were founded in error, and none of 
them more so than those which depicted the situation 
of the successful duelist, as either honorable or deai* 
rable. It could not be honorable, because the greater 
portion of that class of mankind, whose good opinion 
of an individual confers honw upon him, were opposed 
to it ; and I had the best evidence to believe Uiat in 
the grave of the fallen duelist was fre<}uently buried 
the peace and happiness of the survivor; the act 
which deprived the one of existence in planting a 
thorn in the bosom of another which would continue 
to rankle and foster there to the end of his days* 
The conviction that such was the case with men of 
good feelings and principles was produced by witness* 
ing the mental sufferings of an intimate and valued 
friend by whose hand a worthy man had fallen. * * 
^^ In the summer of the year 1793, Lieutenant 
Drake, of the infantry of the second sub-legion, re- 
ceived a marked insult from another officer. Mani- 
festing no disposition to call him to an account, some 
of those who wished him well, amongst whom I was 
one, spoke to him on the subject, expressing our fears 
that bis reputation aa an officer would greatly 
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if he permitted Wfih an iiunxlt to pass unnoticed. The 
aaawer that he gave me was that he cared not what 
opiiikm the officers might form of him ; he was de* 
termined to parsne his own com^e* That course was 
so novel in the army that it lost him, as I supposed 
it would, the respect of nearly all the officers. The 
ensuing summer, however, gave Mr. Drake an oppor- 
tunity of vindicating most triumphantly his conduct 
and his principles. He had been stationed in a small 
fortress, erected by General Wayne, during the winter, 
upon the spot in which they had the previous day 
deposited a quantity of provisions, and which had 
been rendered remarkable by the defeat of General 
St. Clair's army three years before. The garrison 
consisted of a single rifle company and thirty infan- 
try, and of the latter Drake was the immediate com- 
mander. In the beginning of July, a detachment of 
the amy, consisting of several hundred men, under 
the command of M^or McMahon, being encamped 
near the fort, were attacked early in the morning by 
about three thousand Indians. The troops made a 
gallant resistance, but being turned on both flanks, 
and in danger of being surrounded, they retreated 
to the <^n ground around the fort. 

^^ From this, too, they were soon dislodged by the 
over-powering force of the enemy. In their retreat 
many wounded men were in danger of being left, 
which bong observed from^the fort, the commandant. 
Captain Gibson, directed his own lieutenant to take 
tlie infantoy (Drake's particular command) and a per- 
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tion of the riflemen and saUj out to their relief. To 
this Drake objected, and claimed the right to com- 
mand his own men, and, as a senior to the other lieu« 
tenant, his right also to the whole command. ' 0, 
very well, Sir,' said the captain, ^if such is your 
wish, take it/ * It is my wish, Sir, to do my duty, 
and I will endeavor to do it now and at all times,' 
was the modest reply of Drake. Qe accordingly 
sallied out, skillfully interposed his detachments be- 
tween the retreating troops and the enemy, opened 
upon them a hot fire, arrested their advance, and gave 
an opportunity to the wounded to effect their escape, 
and to the broken and retreating companies of our 
troops to reform, and again to face the enemy. 
Throughout the whole affair Drake's activity, skill 
and extraordinary self-possession, was most conspicu- 
ous. The enemy of course observed, as well as his 
friends, the numerous shots directed at him, however, 
like the arrows of Tenar aimed at the heart of Hec- 
tor, were turned aside by providential interference, 
until he had accomplished all that he had been sent 
to perform. He then received a ball through his 
body, and fell ; a faithful corporal came to his assist- 
ance, and with his aid he reached the fort, and those 
two were the last of the retreating party that entered 
it. Drake made it a point of order that it should be 
so. He was rendered unfit for service for a long time 
by his wound. He had not, indeed, recovered from 
it in the simimer of 1796, when he was my guest 
at Fort Wayne, where I was in conunand, while^ 
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on ftirloiigh, to visit his natire State, Connectient. 
His friends, hoirever, enjoyed his presence but a short 
time. Having, as I understood, taken the yellow 
fever in passing through Philadelphia, he died a few 
days after he reached home. ♦ * ♦ 

<< I acknowledge, then, that the change of my 
opinions which I have admitted in relation to dueling 
have no other influence on my conduct than to deter- 
mine me never to be the aggressor. But although 
resolved to offer no insult nor to inflict any injury, I 
was determined to suffer none. When I left the 
army, however, and retired to civil life, I considered 
myself authorized greatly to narrow the ground upon 
which I would be willing to resort to a personal com- 
bat. To the determination which I had previously 
xnade, to offer no insult or to inflict any injury, to give 
occasion to any one to call upon me in this way, I re- 
solved to disregard all remarks upon my conduct which 
could not be construed into a deliberate insult, or any 
injury which did not affect my reputation, or the happi- 
ness and peace of my family. When I had the honor 
to be called upon to command the north-western army, 
recollecting the number of gallant men that had fallen 
in the former war in personal combat, I determined 
to use all the authority and all the in^uenoe of my 
station to prevent their reourr^poe, And to take 
away the principal source from which they sprung, in 
an address to the Pennsylvania brigade, at Sandusky, 
I declared it to be my determination to prevent, by 
all t^fi means the military laws placed in my hands, 
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anj injnxy or even insult which should be offered by 
the superior to the inferior officers. I cannot say what 
influence this course upon my part may have produced 
in the result ; but I state widi pleasure that there was 
not a single duel, nor, as far as I know, a challenge 
given, whilst I retained the command. 

^^The activity in which the army was constantly 
kept may, however, have been the principal cause of 
this uncommon harmony. In relation to my present 
sentiments, a sense of higher obligation than human 
laws or human opinions can impose, has determined 
me never, on any occasion, to accept a challenge, or 
seek redress for a personal injury, by a resort to the 
laws which compose the code of honor/' 
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CHAPTER XX. 

In the fall of 1838, an Anti-Masonic National 
Conyention assembled at Harrisbnrgh, and after a 
calm and careful survey of the whole ground, nomi- 
nated General Harrison as the candidate of that party 
for the Presidency in 1840. The proceedings of this 
convention w^re communicated to him by the Honor- 
able Harman Denny. In December of the same year, 
General Harrison replied to this official announcement, 
laying down his views of the duty of the chief exec- 
utive of the nation, and the principles by which he 
should be governed if elected. 

Having expressed his gratitude to the convention 
for the honor conferred upon him, he proceeds thus 
to develope his political creed. Among the principles 
proper to be adopted by an executive sincerely desi- 
rous to restore the administration to its original sim- 
plicity and purity, he laid down the following as of 
the most prominent importance : 

I. To confine his services to a single term. 

n. To disclaim all right of control over the pub- 
lic treasury, with the exception of such part of it as 
may be appropriated by law to carry on the public 
28 
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seryice, and that to be applied precisely as the law 
may direct, and drawn from the treasury agreeably to 
the long-established forms of that department. 

in. That he should never attempt to influence 
the elections, either by the people or the State legis- 
latures, nor suffer the federal officers under his control 
to take any other part in them than by giving their 
own votes when they possess the right of voting. 

lY. That, in the exercise of the veto power, he 
should limit his rejection of bills to, — ^Ist. Such as are, 
in his opinion, unconstitutional ; 2nd. Such as tend 
to encroach on the rights of the States or individuals ; 
8rd. Such as involving deep interests, may, in his 
opinion, require more mature deliberation or r^erence 
to the will of the people, to be ascertained at the suc- 
ceeding elections. 

y. That he should never suffer the influence of 
his office to be used for purposes of a purely party 
character. 

YI. That in removals from office of those who 
hold their appointments during the pleasure of the 
executive, the cause of such removal should be stated, 
if requested, to the Senate, at the time the nomination 
of a successor is made. 

And last, but not least in importance, 

yn. That he should not suffer the executive de- 
partment of the government to become the source of 
legislation i but leave the whole business of making 
laws for the Union to the department to which the 
constitution has exclusively assigned it, until they have 
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atsuned that perfected shape, where and when alone 
the opinions of the executive may be heard. 

A community of power in the preparation of the 
laws between the legislative and executive depart- 
ments must necessarily lead to dangerous combina- 
tions, greatly to the advantage of a President desirous 
of extending his power. Such a construction of the 
constitution could never have been contemplated by 
these who propose the bills, and will always take care 
of themselves or the interests of their constituents ; 
and hence the provision in the constitution, borrowed 
from that of England, restricting the originating of 
revenue bills to the immediate representatives of the 
people. 

Referring to the appointment of members of 
Cimgress to office by the President, he says the con- 
stitution contains no prohibition of such appointmentiB, 
no doubt because its authors could not believe in its 
necessity for the purity of character which was man- 
ifested by those who possessed the confidence of the 
people at that period. It is, however, an opinion 
very generally entertained by the opposition party, 
that the country would have escaped much of the evil 
under which it has suffered for some years past, if 
the constitution had contained a provision of that 
kind. ♦ * * 

^' To the duties I have enumerated, so proper, in 
my opinion, to be performed by a President, elevated 
by the opposition to the present administration (and 
which are, as I believe, of constitutional obligation). 
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I will add dnothery which I beUere abo to be of i 
importance ; I mean the obeenranoe of the meat «oii> 
ciliatorj course of conduct towards onr political op- 
ponents* After the censure onr friends have so feedy 
and so justly bestowed npon the present diief magis- 
istrate for having, in no inconsiderable degree, dis- 
firanchised the whole body of his political opponentSy 
I am certain that no oppositionist, troe to the pnnci- 
ple he professes, woold approve a simSar coarse of 
conduct in the person whom his rote has contributed 
to elect. In a republic, one of the surest teats of m 
healthy state of its institutions is to be fomd in the 
community widi which every citiaen may, upon jdl 
occasions, express his political opini(ms, and even his 
prejudices, in the discharge of hb duty as an «lectw« 
^^ The question may be asked of me, what st c fi ty 
I have in my power to offer, if the .m^ority of the 
American people should select me for thw cUef mi^ 
istxate, that I would adopt the principles wiuoh I hmn 
herein laid down as those upon which my administetioii 
woold be conducted, I could only aasswer by referringto 
my conduct, and the diq[>osition manifested in the db- 
ohazge of the duties of sevesal important officea whidi 
have heretofore been conferred upon me. If the 
power placed in my hands has, on even a siaglo ooca* 
sion, been used for any purpose other than that fiir 
which it was given, or retrined longer than was neo- 
esssry to aoconqdish the objects designated by those 
firom whom the trusts were reerived, I will aeknovl- 
edga that either ; will ooastitutejLsaflkientjDSBMn far 
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imeniS^mg uiy promuiea I may nuke under the dx^ 
onmstances in which I am now placed. 

^The time had now arrired for selecting a Presi- 
deBAiai candidate in opposition to Murtin Van Biiren^ 
who wa0 almoat the only man the democratic party 
had Bpohm of for tha* office. Though General Har- 
rima was defeated in 1886, by caufiee heretofore 
haatyy glanced at, his friends were far from being 
discomged by the event* €hi the contrary, the Yote 
that he receiTed, in e^ite of the nnfayorable circmn- 
iteMses muder which he entered the contest, more than 
eiver saiicftBd them Ibat he might be elected if once 
die whole opposition ooold be united upon him, and 
their hopes were gready strengthened by the uniy^r- 
sal dissstisfiaetion that prevailed throughout the conn* 
try against dM administratitm of Mr. Van Burm* 
ffitherto the whig party in each State of the TJnien 
had nofluaated their own candidate in their own way; 
bat the necessity had graduaBy made itself apparent 
diat sofloe soede must be adopted by which the saiti- 
meat of die whole whig fvtty could be concentrated 
upon one point. Aeoordinj^ a caucus of the whig 
members of Congress was held at WaAiagton on the 
IMk of May, 1888, to derise some plan of combining 
the strength of the opposidon against Mr. Van Buren. 
They finally resolved upon a national convention as 
the organ through whom the will of that party should 
be expressed, and it was decided that it should be 
held at Harrisburgh, on the first Wednesday in De- 
eemb«, 1889, eaoh State to be entitled to aa many 
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delegates as it had senators and representatiyes in 
Congress. 

" The conyention met at Harrisbnrgh, in accord- 
ance with this appointment. Delegates were in attend- 
ance from twenty-two of the twenty-six States. It 
undoubtedly combined more talent and patriotism, 
and a larger number of the eminent men of the nation 
than any body of any kind that oyer before assent 
bled in this country, with the single exception of the 
old continental Congress, and the conyention which 
framed our national constitution. Amongst them 
were sixteen ex-goyernors, United States senators and 
ex-senators, members of Congress and ex-members, 
and some of the highest officers and most distinguished 
citizens from eyery State in the Union that was rep- 
resented. And they assembled with motiyes as patri- 
otic and purposes as pure as their characters were high. 
They saw, or thought they saw, that the best interests 
of the country required a change in the administra- 
tion, and they entered upon the discharge of the duty 
with which they had been delegated with a disposition 
to sacrifice eyery personal consideration, and relin- 
quish all persond preferences to the general good. 

Mr. Webster haying requested that his name 
should not be brought before the conyention, the <mly 
candidates were William Henry Harrison, Winfbld 
Scott and Henry Clay. The friends of each urged 
their fayorite with all the zeal and warmth their high 
characters, great talents, and important public ser- 
yices were so well calculated to inspire. The choice, 
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after an ardent contest, fell upon General Harrison ; 
and then it was that the real patriotism of the con- 
vention exhibited itself in all its force, and in its true 
colors. The moment the nomination was known, all 
the warmth of feeling that had been engendered bj 
an exciting canvass was forgotten, and the States, one 
after another, through one or more of their delegates, 
cordially, eloquently, nobly, responded to it ; the only 
rivalry being who should be the first to show that if 
he had preferred either General Scott or Mr. Clay 
to the successful candidate, it was not because they 
had any doubt of his patriotism, his abilities or his 
honesty. 

The generous cordiality with which this nomina- 
tion was received by the convention was but the pre- 
monitory symptoms of the deep satisfaction which it 
created amongst the people themselves. They were 
already ripe for a revolution in the administration, 
and when the name of a man who had not only dis- 
tinguished himself as one of the first captains of the 
day, but who had proved himself an accomplished 
statesman, and, above all, an honest man and a well- 
tried patriot, the popular feeling broke out in such 
exhibitions of enthusiasm as this nor any other coun- 
try ever before witnessed. There was undoubtedly 
some little disappointment amongst the friends of the 
unsuccessful candidates, but it was comparatively only 
momentary. The canvass gave rise to a system of 
immense mass meetings, at which the people met by 
tens and twenties, and fifties of thousands, to listen 
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to the discussion of party principles, and to a mode 
of electioneering as novel as it was exciting. 

At such times as the several States had determined 
the election took place, and General Harrison received 
the electoral vote of twenty of the twenty-six States, 
and two hundred and thirty-four electoral votes of the 
two hundred and ninety-four, Mr. Van Buren receiv- 
ing the vote of six States and sixty electoral votes. 
There were two millions, three hundred and ninety- 
five thousand, nine hundred votes polled, of which 
General Harrison received one million, two hundred 
and sixty-nine thousand, seven hundred and sixty- 
three ; and Mr. Van Buren one million, one hundred 
and twenty-six thousand, one hundred and thirty- 
seven, giving Harrison a majority of one hundred and 
forty-three thousand, six hundred and forty-six of At 
popular vote. The vote of the electoral colleges was 
opened in Congress, and the election of General Har- 
rison as President of the United States was ofiScially 
declared. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

On the 4th of March, 1841, General Harrison 
was inangurated as eleventh President of the United 
States, with the usual ceremonies of that important 
occasion. The oath of office was tended him by 
Chief Justice Taney. The event drew together an 
immense concourse of citizens from every party of the 
Union, to witness the simple, yet imposing and sub- 
lime ceremony ; and he entered upon the duties of 
his high position with as bright anticipations, as hon* 
est purposes, and as firm resolves on his own part, 
and with the confidence of the American people to as 
great an extent as any man who had occupied the 
position since Washington. The inaugural address 
was read by the President, from the steps of the cap* 
itol, in a voice so clear and distinct as to have been 
clearly heard by the vast multitude of spectators 
present. Though of great length, it is entitled to a 
place in a work of this character, aside from its im- 
portant declaration of principles, and the lesson of 
political wisdom it contains. It is given below: 

" Called from a retirement which I had supposed 
was to continue for the residue of my life, to fill the 
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chief execntive o£Soe of this great and free nation, I 
appear before yon, fellow-citizens, to take the oath 
which the constitution prescribes as a necessary qual- 
ification for the performance of its duties; and in 
obedience to the custom coeval with our goyemment, 
and what I believe to be your eiq[>ectations, I proceed 
to present to you a summary of the principles which 
will govern me in the discharge of the duties which I 
shall be called upon to perform. 

^^ It was the remark of a Roman consul, in an early 
period of that celebrated republic, that a most striking 
contrast was observable in the conduct of candidates for 
offices of power and trust, before and after obtaining 
them — ^they seldom carrying out in the latter case the 
pledges and promises made in the former. However 
much the world may have improved in many respects 
in the lapse of upwards of two thousand years since 
the remark was made by the virtuous and indignant 
Roman, I fear that a strict examination of the annals 
of some of the modem elective governments would 
develop similar instances of violated confidence. 

Although the fiat of the people has gone forth 
proclaiming me the chief magistrate of this glorious 
Union, nothing on their part remaining to be done, it 
may be thought that a motive may exist to keep up 
the delusion under which they may be supposed to 
have acted in relation to my principles and opinions, 
and perhaps there may be some in this assembly who 
have come here either prepared to condemn those I 
shall now deliver, or, approving them, to doubt the 
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aiiieerily with wbieh they are uttered ; but the lapse 
of a few months will confirm or dispel their fears. 
The outlines of principles to govern and measures to 
be adopted, by an administration not yet begun, will 
soon be exchanged for immutable history ; and I shall 
stand, either exonerated by my countrymen, or classed 
with the mass of those who promised that they might 
deoeiye, and flattered with the intention to betray. 

^^ However strong may be my present purpose to 
realise the expectations of a magnanimous and confid- 
ing people, I too well understand the infirmities of 
human nature and the dangerous temptations to 
which I shall be exposed, from the magnitude of the 
power which it has been the pleasure of the peo- 
ple to commit to my hands, not to - place my chief 
confidence upon ihe aid of that ^mighty Power 
which has hiUierto protected me, and enabled me to 
bring to favorable issues other important, but still 
greatly inferior, trusts heretofore confided to me by 
my country. 

^^ The broad foundation upon which our constitu- 
tion rests, being the people — ^a breath of theirs having 
made, as a breath can unmake, change, or modify it 
— it can be assigned to none of the great divisions of 
government but to that of democracy. If such is 
its theory, those who are called upon to administer it 
must recognise, as its leading principle, the duty of 
shaping their measures so as to produce the greatest 
good to the greatest number. But, with these broad . 
lidmissions, if we would compare the sovereignty ac- 
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kftowledged to exist in the mwm of our people, irMi 
the pover ckdmed by other sover^aCiee, eren by 
thoee which have been conndered most purely demo- 
cratic, we shall find a most eseential difference ; all 
others lay claim to power limited only by tiiw own 
will. The majority of onr citiieni, on tiie contraiy, 
posseis a eorereign^ with an amoitnt of powei^ pre^ 
cieely equal to that which has been granted to them 
by the parties to the national compact, and nothing 
beyond. . We admit of nO goTomment by divine 
right — ^beliering that, so far as power is ooneemed, 
the beneficent Grestor has made no distinotion among 
men ; thai all are npon an eqnality ; and that die 
only legitimate right to gorem is an express grant 
of power from the governed; The Oonstalntion of tlM 
United States is the mstramffiBt containing this grant 
of power to the several depairtments oompoeing the 
govemnkent. On an examination <tf that instromenl 
it will be fonnd to contain declarations of power 
granted, and of power withheld. The latter is also 
susceptible of division into power which the majority 
had the right to grant, bnt which they did not think 
proper to entrost to thdr agents, and that which they 
conld not have granted, not being possessed by them* 
selves. In other words, there are certain rights poe- 
sessed by each individual American citisen, which in 
his compact with the othws he has never surrendered. 
Some of them, indeed, he is unable to surrender, 
.being in the language of our system inalienable. 
The boasted privilege of a Roman citiaen wee to 
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him a shield only «gaiitst a petty provitteial role, irhibt 
ike proud democrat ol Athens could console himself 
under a sentence of death for a supposed nolation of 
national faith which no one miderstood, and which, at 
times, was the subject of the mockery of all ; or of 
bamshment j&om his home, his family and his coun- 
try, mth or without an alleged cause, that it was the 
act, not of a single tyrant or hated aristocracy, but 
of his assembled countrymen* Far different is the 
power of our 80verei|pity« It can Interfere with no 
one's faith, prescribe forms of worship for no one's 
observance, inflict no punishment but after well ascer- 
tained guilt, the result of investigation under rules 
prescribed by the constitution itself. These precious 
privfleges^ and these,, scarcely less important, of giving 
exprceiMon to his tboii^ts and opinions, either by 
writing or ^eaking^ umrestrained but by the liability 
for iiyury to others, and .that of a full participation 
in all advantages which flow from the government, 
the aofcnowleclged property of all, the American citi- 
Men derives from no charter granted by his fellow- 
man. He claims them becaijue he is himself a man ; 
fashioned by the same Almighty hand as the rest of 
his species,^ and entitled to a full share of the bless- 
ings with which he has endowed them* Notwithstand- 
ing the limited sovereignty possessed by the people of 
the United States, and the restricted grant of power to 
the government which .they have adopted, enough has 
been, given to accomplish all the objects for which it 
was created. .It has hcen found powi^rful in ifax^ and, 
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hitherto, jnstioe has been administered, »n intimate 
nnion effected, domestic tranquillity preserved, and 
personal liberty secnred to the citizen. As was to 
be expected, however, from the defect of knguage, 
and the necessarily sententious manner in which the 
constitution is written, disputes have arisen as to the 
amount of power which it has actually granted, or 
was intended to grant. This is more particularly the 
case in relation to that part of tiie instrument whioh 
treats of the legislative branch. And not only as 
regards the exercise of powers claimed under a gen- 
eral clause, giving that body the authority to pass all 
laws necessary to carry into effect the specified pow- 
ers, but in relation to the latter also. It is, however, 
consolatory to reflect that moH of the instances of 
alleged departure from the letter or spirit of the con- 
stitution have ultimately received the sanction of » 
majority of the people. And the fact, that many of 
our statesmen, most distinguished for talent and pa- 
triotism, have been, at one time or other of their po- 
litical career, on both sides of each of the most warmly 
disputed questions, forqes upon us the inference that 
the errors, if errors there were, are attributable to 
the intrinsic difficulty, in many instances, of ascer- 
taining the intentions of the framers of the constitu- 
tion, rather than the influence of any sinister or un- 
patriotic motive. 

'^ But the great danger to our institutions does 
not appear to me to be in a usurpation, by the gov- 
ernment, of power not granted by the people, but by 



WILLIAM HSNBT HABftlSON. 839 

the accamnlationy in one of the departments, of 
that which was aasigned to others. Limited as are 
the powers which have been granted, still enough have 
been granted to constitute a despotism, if concen- 
trated in one of the departments. Many of the stern- 
est republicans of the day were alarmed at the extent 
of the power which has been granted to the federal 
goyemment, and more particularly of that portion 
which has been assigned to the ezecutiye branch. 
There were in it features which appeared not to be in 
harmony with their ideas of a simple representatiye 
democracy or republic ; and knowing the tendency of 
power to increase itself, particularly when exercised 
by a single indiyidual, predictions were made that, at 
no yery remote period, the goyemment would termin- 
ate in yirtual monarchy. It would not become me to 
say that the fears of those patriots would not haye 
been already realized. But as I sincerely belieye 
that the tendency of measures and of men's opinions, 
for some years past, has been in that direction, it is, 
I conceiye, strictly proper that I should take this oc- 
casion to repeat the assurances I haye heretofore 
giyen of my determination to arrest the progress of 
that tendency, if it really exist, and restore the goy- 
emment to its pristine health and yigor, as far as 
this can be affected by any legitimate exercise of the 
power placed in my hands. 

^^ I proceed to state, in as summary a manner as 
I can, my opinion of the sources of the eyils which 
haye been so extensiyely complained of, and the con« 



340 THS Lcn cur 

nectires wUch may be applied. Some of the former 
are unqaeationablj to be foand in the defects of the 
constitution ; others, in mj judgment, are attributable 
to a misconstruction of some of its provisions. Of the 
former is the elligibilitj of the same individual to a sec- 
ond term of the presidency. The sagacious mind of Mr. 
Jeferson early saw and lamented this error, and at- 
tempts have been made, hitherto without success, to 
apply the amendatory power of the States to its cor- 
rection. 

"As, however, one mode of correction is in the 
power of every President, and- consequently in mine, 
it would be useless, and perhaps invidious, to enum^ 
rate the evils of which, in the opinion of many of our 
fellow-citisens, this error of the sages who framed the 
constitution may have been the source and the bitter 
fruits which we are still to gather from it, if it con- 
tinues to disfigure pur system. It may be observed, 
however, as a general remark, that republics can 
commit no greater error than to adopt or continue 
any feature in their systems of government which may 
be calculated to create or increase the love of power 
in the bosoms of tho^e to whom necessity obliges them 
to commit the management of their affairs. And, 
surely, notfdng is more likely to produce such a state 
of mind than the long continuance of an office of high 
trust. Nothing can be more corruptii^, nothing more 
destructive, of all those noble feelings which belong to 
the character of a devoted republican patriot. When 
this cprrupting passion once takes j^p^ffawon of the 
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human mind, like 4he love of gold, it beoomes insati-* 
able. It is the never-dying worm in his bosom, grows 
with his growth, and strengthens with the declining 
years of its victim. If this is true, it is the part of 
wisdom for a republic to limit the service of that offi- 
cer, at least, to whom she has intrusted the manage- 
ment of her foreign relations, the execution of her 
laws, and the command of her armies and navies, 
to a period so short as to prevent his forgetting that 
lie is the accountable agent, not the principal — the 
Borvant, not the master. Until an amendment of 
.the constitution can be effected, public opinion may 
Beeore the desired object. I give my aid to it by 
renewing the pledge heretofore given, that under no 
eireomstances will I consent to serve a second term. 
^^ But if there is danger to public liberty from the 
acknowledged defects of the constitution, in the want 
of limit to the continuance of the executive power in 
the same hands, there is, I apprehend, not much less 
from a misconstruction of that instrument, as it re- 
gards the powers actnaUy given. I cannot conceive 
that, by a fair construction, any or either of its pro- 
visions would be found to constitute the President a 
part of the legislative power. It cannot be claimed 
from the power to recommend, since, although en- 
j<Hned as a duty upon him, it is a privilege which he 
holds in common with every other dtisen. And al- 
though there may be something more of confidence in 
the propriety of the measures recommended in the one 
than in the other^ in the obligaUons of ultimate 
29* 
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dMinon t)i«n oan be mo difference. • In tke kngmige 
of the oonetitatioii, ^ »U legiglatiye powers' irhich it 
grants ^ are vested in the Congress of the United 
States.' It ironkL be a solecism in language to say 
that an J portion of diese is not indnded in the whole. 
^^ It may be said, indeed, that the constitution has 
given to the exeontive the power to annal the acta of 
the legislative body by refiaung to them his assent. 
So a ainilar power has necessarily resolisd from that 
iastnment to the jndiciavy, and yet the ju^oiary 
forms no part oi the legislature. There is, it is tme, 
tfaia difference between these grants of power; tiie 
e3iecative can pot his negative iq>on the aels of Ae 
legisbvlare for odier cause than that of want of 
oonfennity to the censtitttion; whilst the jndieiarf 
can only declare vcid those which violate that instm* 
ment. Bnt the decision of the judiciary is final ia 
snch a ease ; whereas, in every instanoe where tha 
veto of the executive it applied, it may be overoome 
by a veto of two-thirda of bodi honsee of Congress. 
The negative upon the acts of the legislature^ by the 
executive authority, and tiiat in the hands of one is^ 
£vidual, would se^n to be an incongmsty in omr a^s- 
tem. Like some others of a similar dbaraoter, how* 
ever, it appeared to be highly expedient, and if used 
only with the forbearance and in the spirit which wan 
intended by its authors, it may be prodoctive of great 
good, and be found one of the best safe^guards to the 
Union. At the period €i the fiurmation, the prineiple 
does not appear Id haviaeiyoysd modi £avor in the 



"WILLIAM HKimT HABRI80N. MS 

State governments. It existed m Imt two, and in ofte 
of these was a plural executive. If we would search 
for the motives which operated upon the purely pat- 
riotic and enlightened assembly which framed the* 
constitation for the adoption of a provision so appar- 
ently repugnant to the leading democratic principle, 
that the majority should govern, we must reject the 
idea that they anticipated from it any benefit to the 
ordinary course of legislation. They knew too well 
the high degree of intelligence which existed among 
the people, and the enlightened character of the State 
legislatures, not to have the fullest confidence that 
the two bodies elected by them would he worthy of 
such constituents, and, of course, that Ihey would re- 
quire no aid in conceiving and maturing the measures 
which the circumstances of the country might require. 
And it is preposterous to siqppose that a thought could 
f<^ a moment have been entertained, that the Presi- 
dent, placed at the capital, in the centre of the eeun* 
try, could better understand the wants and wishes of 
the people than their own immediate representatives, 
who spend a part of every year among them, living 
with them, often laboring with them,- and bound to 
them by the triple tie of interest, duty, and afiection. 
To assist or control Congress, then, in its ordSnaiy 
legislation, could not, I conceive, have been the mo- 
tive for conferring the veto power on the President. 
This argument acquires additional force from the fact 
of its never having been thus used by the first six 
Fiwdents— and two of them wnre members fit the 
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ecmTCBtiaii ; one preaiding over its deliberationfl, and 
the otlier haTing a larger share in consununating the 
labors of that august body than any other person. 
Bat if bills were nerer returned to Congress by either 
of the Presidents above referred to, upon the ground 
of their being inexpedient, or not as well adapted as 
they might be to the wants of the people, the veto 
was applied iqKm that of want of conformi^ to the 
eonstitution, or because errors had been c<muiiitted 
firom a too hasty enactment. 

^^ There is another ground for the adoption of the 
▼eto principle, which had probably more influence in 
recommending it to the oonyention than any oth^. 
I refer to the security which it gives to the just and 
equitable action of the legislature upon all parts of 
the Uni<m. It could not but have occurred to the 
convention that, in a country so extensive, embracii^ 
so great a variety of soil and climate, and conse* 
quently of products, and which, from the same causes, 
must ever exhibit a great diiference in the amount of 
population of its various sections, calling for a great 
diversity in the employments of the people, that the 
legislation of the majority might not always justly 
regard the rights and interests of the minority ; and 
that acts of this character might be passed under an 
express grant by the words of the constitution, and, 
therefore, not within the competency of the judiciary 
to declare void. That however enlightened and pat- 
riotic they might suppose, from past experience, the 
members of Congress might be, and however laigely 
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partakixig in general of the liberal feelings of the 
people, it was impossible to expect that bodies so con- 
stitated should not sometimes be controlled by local 
interests and sectional feelings. It was proper, there* 
fore, to provide some umpire from whose situation and 
mode of appointment more independence and freedom 
from such influence* might be expected. Such a one 
was afforded by the executiye department, constituted 
by the constitution. A person elected to that high 
office, having his constituents in every section, State 
and sub-division of the Union, must consider himself 
bound by the most solemn sanctions to* guard, protect 
and defend the rights of all, and of every portion, 
great or small, from the injustice and oppression of 
the rest. I consider the veto power, therefore, given 
by the constitution to the executive of the United 
States solely as a conservative power ; to be used 
only, — first, to protect the constitution fropi violation; 
secondly, the people from the effects of hasty legisla- 
tion, where their will has probably been disregarded 
or not well understood ; and, thirdly, to prevent the 
effects of combinations, violative of the rights of mi- 
norities. In reference to the second of these objects, 
I may observe, that I consider it the right and the 
privilege of the people to decide disputed points of the 
constitution, arising from the general grant of power 
to Congress to carry into effect the powers expressly 
given. And I believe with Mr. Madison that repeated 
recognitions, under varied circumstances, in acts of 
the legiBlative, ezeeutiTe and judicial branches of the 
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government, accompanied by indications in different 
modes of the concurrence of the general will of the 
nation, as affording to the President sufficient author- 
itj for his considering such dispnted points as settled. 

^^ Upwards of half a century has elapsed since the 
adoption of our present form of government. It will 
be an object more highly desirable than the gratifica- 
tion of die curiosity of speculative statesmen if its 
precise situation could be ascertamed, and a fair ex- 
hibit made of the operations of each of its depart- 
ments ; of the powers which they respectively claon 
and exercise ; of the collisions which have occurred 
between them, or between the whole government and 
those of the States, or either of them. We could then 
compare our actual condition after fifty years' trial 
of our system, with what it was in the commencement 
of its operations, and ascertain whether the predic- 
tions of the .patriots who opposed its adoption, or the 
eonfident hopes of its advocates, have been best real- 
ised. The great dread of the former seems to have 
been, that the reserved powers of the States would be 
absorbed by those of the federal government, and a 
consolidated power established, leaving to the States 
the shadow only of that independent action for which 
tiiey had so zealously contended, and on the preser- 
vation of which they relied as the last hope of liberty. 

^^ Without denying that the result to which they 
looked with so much apprehension is in the way of 
being realized, it is obvious that they did not clearl j 
see the mode of its accontpMshmsBt. The general 
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gOTeremeni has oiezed upon Rone of the refleryed 
rights of the States. Aa far as any open warfare 
may haye gone, the State authorities haye amply 
maintained their rights. To a casual ohseryer, our 
system presents no appearance of discord between the 
different members which compose it. £yen the addi- 
tion of many new ones has produced no jarring ; they 
moye in ther reqpectiye orbits in perfect harmony 
with the central head, and with each other. But 
there is still an under current at work, by which, if 
not seaaonably diecked, the worst apprehensions of 
our anti-federal patriots will be realized. And not 
enly will the State authorities be oyershadowed by the 
IpreAt inereoae of the power in the executiye depart- 
ment of the general goyemmenti but the chairacter <^ 
that goyemment, if not its designation, be essentiaUy 
asid raifically changed. 

^^ This state of things haa been in part effeeled by 
CttUflet inherent in the constitution, and in part by 
die neyer-failing tendency of poUtieal power to in<» 
orease itself. By making the President the sole di»» 
feributor of all the patronage of the goyemment, the 
firamera of the ceostituition do not appear to haye an- 
tioipated at how short a period it would become a 
formidable iastrumrat to control the free operatione 
of the State goyemments* Of trifling importance at 
first, it had, early in Mr. Jeftrson's administration, 
become so powerful as to create great alarm in the 
mind of that patriot, from the poteiit uifl^ei^^ it 
might exert in Qootnciuig il^i |beaiom o£ t^e 
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live francluBe. If saoh could have tliea been ike 
effect of its influence, how much greater mast be its 
danger at this time, quadrupled in amount, aa it cer- 
tainly is, and more completely imder the control of 
the executive will than their conBtruction of the pow- 
ers allowed, or the forbearing characters, of all the 
earlier presidents permitted them to make. But it is 
not by the extent of its patronage alone that the ex- 
ecutive department has become dangerous, but by the 
use which it appears may be made of die appointing 
power to bring under its control the whole revennea 
of the country. 

^ The constitution has declared it the duty of the 
President to see that the laws are executed, and it 
makes him the commander-in-chief of the annies and 
navy of the United States. If the opinion of the 
most approved writers upon that species of mixed 
government which in modem Europe is termed ifio»- 
arehyj in contradistinction to deapctiimy is correct, 
there was wanting no other addition to the powers of 
our chief magistrate to stamp a monarchial character 
on our government but the control of the public 
finances. And to me it appears indeed that any one 
should doubt that the entire control which a President 
possesses over the officers who have the custody of 
the public monies by the power of removal, witJi or 
without cause, does for all mischievous purposes, at 
least, virtually subject the treasure also to his disposal. 
The first Boman emperor, in his attempt to seize the 
sacred treasure, silenced the opposition of the officer 
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to whose charge it had been committed by a signifi- 
cant allusion to his sword. By a selection of politi- 
cal instruments for the care of the public money, a 
reference to their commission by a President would 
be quite as effectual an argument as that of Gsesar to 
the Roman knight. I am not insensible of the great 
difScnlty that exists in devising a proper plan for the 
safe-keeping and disbursement of the public revenues, 
and I know the importance which has been attached 
by men of great abilities and patriotism to the divorce, 
as it is called, of the treasury from the banking insti- 
tutions. It is not the divorce which is complained of, 
but the unhallowed union of the treasury with the 
executive department which has created such exten- 
sive alarm. To this danger to our republican institu- 
tions, and that created by the influence given to the 
executive through the instrumentality of the federal 
officers, I propose to apply all the remedies which 
may be at my command. 

^' It was certainly a great error, in the framers of 
the constitution, not to have made the officer at the 
head of the treasury department entirely independent 
of the executive. He should at least have been re- 
movable only upon the demand of the popular branch 
of the legislature. I have determined never to re- 
move a secretary of the treasury without communi- 
cating all the circumstances attending such removal 
to both Houses of Congress. The influence of the 
executive in controling the freedom of the elective 
franchise through the medium of the public officers 
80 
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can be efiectaally checked by reneidng tbe prohibi- 
tion published by Mr. Jefferson, forbidding their in- 
terference in elections further than giving their own 
votes; and their own independence secured by an 
« assurance of perfect immunity, in exercising this sa- 
cred privilege of freemen under the dictates of their 
own unbiased judgments. Never, with my consent, 
shall an officer of the people, compensated for his 
servioes out of their pockets, become the pliant instm- 
ment of executive will. 

^^ There is no part of the meaxis placed in the 
hands of the executive which might be used with 
greater effect, for unhallowed purposes, than die con- 
trol of the public press. The maxim which our an- 
cestors derived from the mother country, that ' the 
freedom of the press is the great bulwark of civil and 
reUgious liberty,' is one of the most precious legacies 
which they have left us. We have learned, too, from 
our own, as well as the experience of other countries, 
that golden shackels, by whomsoever or by whatever 
pretense imposed, are as fatal to it as the iron bonds 
of despotism. The presses in the necessary employ- 
ment of the government should never be used ' to 
clear the guilty or varnish crimes.' A decent and 
manly examination of the acts of the government 
should be not only tolerated but encouraged. 

" Upon another occasion I have given my opinion, 
at some length, upon the impropriety of executive in- 
terference in the legislation of Congress. That the 
article in the constitution making it the duty of the 
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Pt^sident to commttnicatc information, und aathor- 
izing him to recommend measures, was not intended 
to make him the source of legislation, and, in partic- 
ular, that he should never be looked to for schemes 
of finance. It would be very strange, indeed, if the 
constitution should have strictly forbidden one branch 
of the legislature from interfering in the origination 
of such bills, and that it should be considered proper 
that an altogether different department of the govern- 
ment should be permitted to do so. Some of our best 
political maxims and principles have been drawn from 
our parent Isle. There are others, however, which 
cannot be introduced in our system without singular 
incongruity and the production of much mischief ; 
and this I conceive to be one. 

"No matter in which of the Houses of Parliamrent 
a bill may originate, nor by whom int3rt)duced, a min- 
S6ter or a member of the opposition, by the fiction of 
l«w, or rather of constitutional principle, the -sover- 
eign is supposed to have prepared it agreeably to his 
will, and then stAmitted it to Parliament for their 
advice and consent. Now the very reverse is the case 
here, not only with regard to the principle, but the 
'forms prescribed by the constitution. The principle 
certainly assigns to *the only body constituted by the 
constitution (the legislative body) the poirer to make 
laws, and the forms even direct that the enactment 
shotdd be ascribed to them. 

" The Senate, in relation to revenue bills, have the 
right to propose amendmeBts; and so has the execn- 
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tiye, hj the power given him to return them to the 
House of Representatives with his objections. It k 
in his power, also, to propose amendments in the exist- 
ing revenue laws, suggested by his observations upon 
their defective or injurious operation. But the deli- 
cate duty of devising schemes of revenue should be 
left where the constitution has placed it — with the 
immediate representatives of the people. For similar 
reasons, the mode of keeping the public treasure 
should be prescribed by them ; and the farther re- 
moved it may be from the control of the executive, 
the more wholesome the arrangement, and the more 
in accordance with republican principle. 

^^ Connected with this subject is the character of 
the currency. The idea of making it exclusiTely 
metallic, however well intended, appears to me to be 
fraught with more fatal consequences than any other 
scheme, having no relation to the personal rights of 
the citizen, that has ever been devised. If any single 
scheme could produce the effect of arresting, at once, 
that mutation of condition by which thousands of our 
most indigent fellow-citizens, by their industry and 
enterprise, are raised to the possession of wealth, that 
is the one. If there is one measure better calculated 
than another to produce that state t>f things so much 
deprecated by all true republicans, by which the rich 
are daily adding to their hoards, and the poor sinking 
deeper into penury, it is an exclusive metallic cur- 
rency. Or if there is a process by which the char- 
acter of the country for generosity and nobleness of 
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fueling may be destroyed by the great morease and 
necessary toleration of usury, it is an exclusive me* 
tallic currency. 

^^ Amongst the other duties of a delicate character 
which the IVesident is called upon to perform is the 
supervision of the government of the Territories of 
the United States. Those of them which are destined 
to beoome members of our great political family are 
compensated by their rapid progress from infancy to 
manhood, for the partial and temporary deprivation 
of their political rights. It is in this District only 
where American eitisens are to be found, who, under 
a settled system of policy, are deprived of many im- 
portant political privileges, without any inspiring 
hope as to the future. Their only consolation, under 
circumstances of such deprivation, is that of the de- 
voted exterior guards of a oamp-^that their sufferings 
secure tranquillity and safety within. Are there any 
of their countrymen who would subject them to 
greater, to any other, humiliations than those essen- 
tially necessary to the security of the object for which 
they were thus separated from their fellow-citizens ? 
Are their rights alone not to be guaranteed by the 
apjriication of those great principles upon which all 
our constitutions are founded ? We are told by the 
greatest of British orators and statesmen, that at the 
commencement of the war of the revolution the most 
stupid men in England spoke of ^ their American sub- 
jects.' Are there, indeed, citizens of any of our 
States who have dreamed of their subjects in the Dis- 
80* 
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tnei of Golnmbiaf Such dreftom ow Mrer be^redr 
ized by ^07 agency of mine. 

*' The people of the District of Columbia «re not 
tbd aabjecta of the people of the States, but free 
Americaa eitizoDs. Being in the latter condition^ 
when the oonstitution waa fonned, no words used i& 
that instrument could h»,re been intended to depriye 
them of that character. If there is anytUng in the 
great prin^nple of inalienable rights, so emphataoaUy 
insisted upon in our Declaration of Ind^pmidencey 
they could neither make, nor the United States «oeq>t| 
a saroender of their liberties aod become the 9ul(^ect$j — 
in other words^ the slaves,^ — of their former fellow^ 
dbdaens. If this be true, and it will soaj?cely be de* 
nied by any one who has. a correct idea of his own 
rif^ts as an Americw. citisw, the grant to Con^gretB^ 
of ezclusiYe jurisdiction in the District of Columbia 
can be interpreted, so far as respects the aggregate 
people of the United States, as meaning nothing more 
than to allow to Congress the controling power neees- 
sary to afford a free and safe exerobe of the functions 
assi^Md to the general government by tiie oimstitu- 
tion. In all other respects the legislation of Congress 
should be adapted to their pecuUar position sad 
wants, and be conformable witii thinr deliberate opin- 
ions of their own interests. 

" I have spoken of the neoessity of keepiag the 
respective departments, of the government, as well as 
the other authorities of our country, within their ap- 
pfopriate orbits. This is. a matter, of diffioulty in 
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some citsefl, as the peii^eni whieh they respectiyelj 
claim are often not defined bj very diatinct lines. 

*^ Miflchievoiis, however, in their tendencies, as col- 
liaionfl of this kind may be, those which arise between 
the respective communities, which for certain purposes 
campose one nation, are much more so ; for no such 
nation can long exist without the careful culture of 
those feelingis of confidence and affection which are 
the effective bonds of union between free and confed- 
erated States. Strong as is the tie of interest, it has 
been often found ineffectuaL Men, blinded by their 
passions^ have been known to adopt measures for their 
country in direct opposition to all the suggestions of 
policy. The alternative, then, is to destroy or keep 
down a bad passion, by creating and fostering a good 
one; and this seems to be the comer-stone upon which 
our American political architects have reared the 
&biic of our government. The cement which was 
to bind it and perpetuate its existence was the affec- 
ii<mate attachment between all its members. To 
insure the continuance of this feeling, produced at 
first by a community of dangers, of sufferings and of 
interests, the advantages of each were made accessible 
toalL 

'^ No partidpation in any good, possessed by any 
member of an extensive confederacy, except in do- 
mestic government, was withheld from the citizen of 
any other member. By a process attended with no 
difficulty, no delay, no expense but that of Removal, 
the citixen of one might become the citizen of any 
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other, and suceessively of the whole. The lines, too, 
separating powers to be exercised by the citixens of 
one State from those of another, seem to be so dis- 
tinctly drawn as to leave no room for misunderstand- 
ing. The citizens of each State unite in their persons 
all the privileges which that character confers, and 
all that they may claim as citizens of the United 
States ; but in no case can the same person, at the 
same time, act as the citizen of two separate States; 
and he is therefore positively precluded from any 
interference with the reserved powers of any State hU 
that of which he is, for the time heinffj a. citizen. He 
may indeed offer to the citizens of other States his 
advice as to their management, but the form in which 
it is tendered is left to his own discretion and sense 
of propriety. 

^^ It may be observed, however, that organized as- 
sociations of citizens, requiring compliance with their 
wishes, too much resemble the recommendations of 
Athens to her allies — supported by an armed and 
powerful fleet. It was, indeed, to the ambition of the 
leading States of Greece to control the domestic con- 
cerns of others that the destruction of that celebrated 
confederacy, and subsequently of all its members, is 
mainly to be attributed. And it is owing to the ab- 
sence of that spirit that the Helvetic confederacy has 
for 80 many years been preserved. Never has there 
been seen in the institutions of the separate members 
of the confederacy more elements of discord. In the 
principles and forms of government and religion, as 
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Irell as in tlie circumstaDces of the Beveral countries, 
80 marked a discrepancy was observable, as to promise 
anything but harmony in their interconrse or perma- 
nency in their alliance ; and yet for ages neither has 
been interrupted. Content with the positive benefits 
which their union produced, with the dependence and 
safety from foreign aggression which it secured, these 
sagacious people respected the institutions of each 
other, however repugnant to their own principles and 



*^Our confederacy, fellow-citisens, can only be 
preserved by the same forbearance. Our citizens 
must be content with the exercise of the powers with 
which the constitution clothes them. The attempt of 
those of one State to control the domestic institutions 
of another can only result in feelings of distrust and 
jealousy — ^the certain harbingers of disunion, vio- 
lence, civil war, and the ultimate destruction of our 
free institutions. Our confederacy is perfectly illus* 
trated by the terms and principles governing a com- 
mon co-partnership. There a fund of power is to be 
exercised xmder the direction of the joint councils of 
the allied members; but that which has been reserved 
by the individual members is intangible by the com- 
mon government or the individual members composing 
it. To attempt it finds no support in the principles 
of our constitution. It should be our constant and 
earnest endeavor mutually to cultivate a spirit of con- 
cord and harmony among the various parts of our 
confederacy. Experience has abundantiy taught us 
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tkat the agiUtioa by diUzens of one .part of the 
Union of a subject not confided to tbe general 
goTemnuBnt^ but ezcluaiv^ly under the guardianship 
of the local anthoritieay is productiye of no other 
oonseqnenees than bitterness, aliwation, discord, and 
iignry to the Tery. oanse irhich is intended to be 
adyancedf Of all th^ great., interests which apper- 
tain to our Gountij, that of unio% cordial, confiding, 
fraternal upion, i$ hj far the most important, — 
since it is the only true and sure guaranty of all 
others. 

"In consequence. of the emhu^rrasfled state of bu- 
BUiess and the currency, some of the States may meet 
with dificuUy in thei^ financial concemA. Howeyer 
deeply we may regret anything imprudent or excess- 
ive in the engagements into,which.Sta,tes,haye entered 
for purposes: of th^ir own, it does, not become us to 
dii^arage the State goyernments, nor to discourage 
them from making proper efibrtsfor their own relief; 
on the contrary, it i# our dut^ to encourage them, to 
the extent of our constitutional authority, to apply 
their best means, vid cheerfully to make aU necessary 
sacrifices, and submit to all necessary burdens, to 
fulfill their engagements and, maintain their credit; 
for the character and credit pf the.seyeral States form 
part <^ the character and credit of the whole country. 
The resources of the country are abundant, the 
enterprise and activity of our people proyerbial; 
and we may well hope that wise l^gislatjion and pru* 
dent adouniatratiQii, by the reap^ctiye ^>r^rnment8y 
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oMh acting within his own sphere, will reitore fonner 
prosperity. 

'^ Unpleasant^ and even dangerous, as collisiona 
may sometimes be between the constituted authorities. 
or the citia^Eis of .our countr j, in relation, to the linea 
which separate their respective jurisdictions, the re* 
suits esoL be of no vital, injury to our institutions, if. 
ibat^ ardent patriotiMH, that dovoted attachment to 
liberty, that spirit of moderation and forbearance for 
wUch our countrymen wece once, distinguished, con- 
tinue to be cherished^ If this continues to be. the 
ruling passion of our soul% the weaker feelings o! the 
m»t4fchen enthusiast will be corrected, the utopiaa 
dreams of the seheming politician dissipated ^ and the 
oompKeated intrigues of the demagogue rendered 
harmless. The secret of liberty is the sov^eign balm 
for every injury which our institqtions may repdve. 
On tite contrary, no care that can be used in the con- 
struction of our government, xu> division of powersi 
no distribution of checks in its several, departments^ 
will prove effectual to keep us a free people if this 
fading is suffered to decay ; and decay it will without 
constant nurture. To the neglect of this duty, the 
best historians agree in attribnting the ruin of all the 
republies with, whose eristence and fall their writings 
have made us acquainted* The same causes, will ever 
produce the same effects ; and as long aa the love of 
power is a dominant passion of the human bosom, 
and as long as the undeirstaiidiag <^ m^ oan be 
warped and their aibotioaS' changed^ 1^ op«»tionfi 



THE Lin or 

on their passions and prejudices, so long Trill the fib- 
erty of a people depend upon their own constant at- 
tention to its preservation. The danger to all well- 
established free goyemments arises from the unwil- 
lingness of the people to belieye in its existence, or 
from the influence of designing men diverting their 
attention from the quarter whence it approaches to a 
Source from which it can never come. This is the old 
trick of those who would nsurp the government of 
their country. In the name of democracy they speak, 
warning the people against the influence of wealth 
and the dang^ of aristocracy. History, ancient aitd 
modem, is full of such examples. Caesar became the 
master of the Roman people and the Senate, under 
the pretense of supporting the democratic claima of 
ihe former against the aristocracy of the latter; 
Oromwell, in the character of protector of the liber- 
ties of the people, became the dictator of England ; 
and Bolivar possessed himself of unlimited power 
with the tide of his country's liberator. There is^ 
on the contrary, no single instance on record, of an 
extensive and well-established republic being changed 
into an aristocracy. The tendency of all such gov* 
emments in their decline is to monarchy ; and in the 
antagonist principle to liberty there is the spirit of 
faction — a spirit which assumes the character, and, in 
times of great excitement, imposes itself upon the 
people as the genuine spirit of freedom, and like the 
false Christs, whose ccmiing was foretold by the Sa- 
Tiori seeks to^ and were it possible would, impose upon 
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the true and most faithful disciples of liberty. It is 
in periods like this that it behooyes the people to be 
most watchful of those to whom they have intrusted 
power. And although there is at times much difScultj 
in distinguishing the false from the true spirit, a calm 
and dispassionate inyestigation will detect the coun- 
terfeit as well by the character of its operations as 
the results which are produced. The true. spirit of 
liberty, although doYOted, persevering, bold, and un« 
compromising in principle, that secured, is mild and 
tolerant and scrupulous as to the means it employs ; 
whilst the spirit of party, assuming to be that of lib- 
erty, is harsh, vindictive and intolerant, and totally 
reckless as to the character of the allies which it 
brings to the aid of its cause. When the genuine 
spirit of liberty animates the body of a people to a 
thorough examination of their affairs, it leads to the 
excision of every excrescence which may have fast- 
ened itself upon any of the departments of the gov- 
ernment, and restores the system to its pristine health 
and beauty. But the reign of an intolerant spirit of 
party amongst a free people seldom fails to result in a 
dangerous accession to the executive power introduced 
and established amidst unusual professions of devotion 
to democracy. 

^^ The foregoing remarks relate almost exclusively 
to matters connected with our domestic concerns. It 
may be proper, however, that I should give some indi- 
cations to my fellow-citizens of my proposed course 
of conduct in the management of our foreign relations* 
81 
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I aftsure them, therefore, that it is my intention to use 
every means in my power to preserve the friendly 
intercourse which now so happily subsists with every 
foreign natiob; and that although, of course, not 
well informed as to the state of any pending negotia- 
tions with any of them, I see in the personal charac- 
ters of the sovereigns, as well as in the mutual interest 
of our o^n and of the government with which our 
relations are most intimate, a pleasing guaranty that 
the harmony so important to Ihe interests^ of their 
subjects, as well as our citizens, will not be ihtemipted 
by the advancement of any claim or pt^tension upon 
their part to which our honor would not permit 
us to yield. Long the defender of my country*fl 
rights in the §eld, I trust that my fellow-citiiens 
will not see, in my earnest desire to preserve peace 
with foreign powers, any indication that their rightiB 
will ever be sacrificed, or the honor of the na- 
tion tarnished, by any admission on the part of 
their chief magistrate, unworthy of their fotmer 
glory. 

^' In our intercourse with our Aboriginal neighbors, 
the same liberality and justice which marked the 
course prescribed to me by two of my illustrious pred- 
ecessors, when acting under their direction in the dis- 
charge of the duty of superintendent "and commis- 
sioner, shall be strictly observed. I can conceive of 
no more sublime spectacle — ^none more lively to pro- 
pitiate an impartial and common Creator — ^than a rigid 
adherence to the principles of justice on the palrt*of a 
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powerful nation in its transactions witli a weaker and 
uncivilized peo{>le9 whom circumstances hare placed 
at its disposal 

^* Before concluding, fellow-citizens, I must say 
something to you on the subject of the parties at this 
time existing in our country. To me it appears per- 
fect^ clear that the interest of that country requires 
that the yiolence of the spirit, by which those parties 
are at this time governed, must be greatly mitigated, 
if not entirely extinguished, or consequences will en- 
sne which are appalling to be thought of. If parties 
in a republic are necessary to secure a degree of vig- 
ilance sufficient to keep the republic fbnctionaries 
within the bounds of law and duty, attiiat point their 
usefulness ends. Beyond that they become destruc- 
tive of public virtue, — ^the parents of a spirit antago- 
nist to that of liberty, and eventually its. inevitable 
conqueror. We hare examples of republics where 
the love of country and of fiberty, at one time, were 
the dominant passions of the whole mass of etiizens ; 
and yet, with the contour of the name and forms of 
free government, not a vestige of these qualities re- 
maining in the bosom of any one of its citizens. It 
was the beautiful remark of a distinguished English 
writer, that *m the Boman Senate, Octavitis had a 
party, and Anthony a party, but the Commonwealth 
had none. ' Yet the Senate continued to meet in 
the Temple of liberty, to talk of the sacredness and 
heauty of the Commonwealtfa, and gaze at the statues 
of the elder Brutus and of the Ourtii and Decii. 
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And the people assembled in the forum, not as in the 
days of CamiUus and the Scipios, to cast their free 
votes for annual magistrates, or pass upon the acts of 
the Senate, but to receive from the hands of the leaders 
of the respective parties their share of the spoils, and 
to shout for one or the other, as those collected in 
Gaul, or Egypt, and the Lesser Asia, would furnish 
the larger cUvidend. The spirit of liberty had fled, 
and, avoiding the abodes of civilized man, had sought 
protection in the wilds of Scythia or Scandinavia; 
and so, under the operation of the same causes and 
influences, it will fly from our capitol and our forums. 
A calamity so awful, not only to our country, but to 
the world, must be deprecated by every patriot ; and 
every tendency to a state of things likely to produce 
it, immediately checked. Such a tendency has ex- 
iat6d*-^oes exist. Always the friend of my country- 
men, never their flatterer, it becomes my duty to say 
to them from this high place, to which their partiality 
has exalted me, that there exists in the land a spirit 
hostile to their best interests — ^hostile to liberty itself. 
It is a spirit contracted in its views, selfish in its ob- 
ject. It looks to the aggrandizement of a few, even 
to the destruction of the interests of the whole. The 
entire remedy is with the people. Something, how- 
ever, may be efiected by the means which they have 
placed in my hands. It is union that we want, not 
of a party for Ihe sake of that party, but a union of 
the whole country for the sake of the whole country — 
for the defense of its interests and its honor against 
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foreign aggression — ^for the defense of those principles 
for which our ancestors so gloriously contended. As 
far as it depends upon me, it shall be accomplished. 
All the influence that I possess shall be exerted to 
prevent the formation at Icast^f an executiye party 
in the halls of the legislative body. I wish for the 
support of no member of that body to any measure 
of mine that does not satisfy his judgment, and his 
sense of duty to those from whom he holds his ap- 
pointment ; nor any confidence in advance from the 
people, but that asked for by Mr. Jefferson, to give 
firmness and effect to the legal administration of their 
aJBTairs. 

^^ I deem the present occasion sufficiently import- 
ant and solemn to justify me in presenting to my fel- 
low-citizens a profound reverence for the riiri8tia& 
religion, and a thorough conviction that sound morals, 
religious liberty, and a just sense of religious respon- 
sibility, are essentially connected with all true and 
lasting happiness ; and to that good Being who has 
blessed us by the gifts of civil and religious freedom, 
who watched over and prospered the labors of our 
fathers, and has hitherto preserved to us institutions 
far exceeding in excellence those of any other people, 
let us unite in commending every interest of our be- 
loved country in all future time. 

^^ Feliow-citixens ! being fully invested with that 

high office to which the partiality of my countrymen 

has caQed me, I now take an affectionate leave of you. 

You will bear with you to your homes the remem- 

81* 
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brance of the pledge I have this day giren to dis- 
charge all the high duties of my exalted Btation, 
according to the best of my ability^ and I shall enter 
upon their performance with entire confidence in the 
snpport of a just and generous people. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. J 

HAViNa now gone throngh all the requirements 
of the constitution necessary to qualify him for the 
discharge of the duties of President of the United 
States, General Harrison promptly set himself about 
the great work of correcting whatever abuses may 
have crept into the administration of the government, 
and^of performing the pledges he had made before 
his election and in his inaugural address. These 
pledges had been made from an honest conviction that 
they were not only just, but demanded by the general 
good. Having therefore been made in good fadth, he 
was determine to carry them out in the same, so far 
as it was in his power to do so. Investigations were 
instituted into the various branches of the public ser- 
vice with a view to those reforms which the country 
had so long demanded and he had promised to intro- 
duce, and many corrupt or injurious practices marked 
out for correction. And if he had been spared to the 
country to serve out the term for which the people 
elected him, there is no doubt that he would have 
redeemed all his pledges to the country. 

Considering it a great abuse of power to bring 
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the patronage of the goyernineiit into conflict with the 
freedom of elections, as has been seen both -by his 
letters before his election and his inaugural address, 
and that such abuse ought to be corrected whereyer 
it might exist, circulars were addressed to all the 
heads of the departments on the 20th of March, de- 
signed to effect this object Thej were directed to 
furnish information to all officers and agents in their 
seyeral departments, that partisan interference in pop- 
ular elections, whether of State officers or officers of 
the general goyemment, and that for whomsoeyer or 
against whomsoeyer it might be exercised, or the pay-' 
ment of any contribution or assessment on salaries^ 
or official compensation for party or election purposes, 
would be regarded by him as cause of remoyal. • 

It was not intended that any officer should be 
restrained in the free and proper expression ai^d 
maintenance of his opinions respecting public men, 
or public measures, or in the exercise, to the fullest 
degree, of the constitutional right of suffrage ; but 
persons employed under the goyemment, and paid for 
their seryices out of the public treasury, were not ex- 
pected to take an aotiye or officious part in attempts 
to influence the minds or yotes of others, such con- 
duct being deemed inconsistent with the spirit of the 
constitution and the duties of public agents acting 
under it. He expressed his determination, that while 
the exercise of the electiye franchise by the people 
shall be free from undue influence of official stations 
and authority, so fiar as depended upon him, opinion 
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Bhould also be free among the officers and agents 
of the gOYemment. He wished it farther announced 
and understood, that from all collecting and disburs- 
ing officers promptitude in rendering accounts, and 
entire punctuality in paying balances, would be rigor- 
ously exacted. 

With a view of arresting what was feared to be a 
needless and extravagant expenditure of money upon 
the public works in the city of Washington, he ap- 
pointed a board of commissioners or examination to 
investigate the subject rigidly. They were required to 
report upon the number of persons employed upon 
those works, exclusive of laborers, what was their re- 
spective duty, what compensation was paid them, and 
whether there was any just ground of complaint 
against any of these in regard to their diligence or 
skill, or in regard to their treatment of laborers. 
They were especially instructed to inquire into no 
man's political 'opinions, but to report if any one hav- 
ing the power of appointing and removing had abused 
that power, or in any way violated his duty for party 
or election purposes. ^ 

These evidences of the honesty and sincerity of 
his professions were received with lively demonstra- 
tions of satisfaction by the public at large, however 
little encouraging they may have been to the hopes 
and aspirations of the mere politician. They gave 
assurance that, under his administration, that system 
of prescription- which had excluded every man from 
office, however deserving, competent or needy, uriiose 
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pditieal principles did not aeoord with ihe ruling ez- 
•entire, wa» to be repudiated, and all the benefits of 
the goyernment to be shared by the people equally* 
This he belieyed to be the theory of our goyemment, 
and so far as was consistent with the obligations he 
admitted himself to be under to the party which had 
placed him in power, he determined it should be its 
practice. 

As the case always had been, and as it is always 
desirable it should be, under our democratic form of 
goyernment, upon so important an occasion as the 
change of rulers, he was oyerwhdmed with yisits of 
all classes, actuated either by motiyes of pure friend- 
ship or personal interest ; and no (me was oyer denied 
an intenriew. Unlike the members of his cabinet, 
and indeed the m^nbers of most American cabinets, 
he could at idl times be approadied, and when ap- 
proached, he assumed none of the airs which men, oc- 
cupying minor positions, too frequently think it nec- 
essary to put on for the purpose of inspiring that 
reyerence and respect which their characters would 
neyer command. He understood that real greatness 
oould not be affected by a fiuniliar and ftee intercourse 
with the people, and that it would neyer fail to re- 
strain the impertinent and ill-bred. An assumption 
of superiority, and that supercilious bearing so com- 
mon to naturally yulgar minds, howeyw high in office, 
found no countenance in his practice, nor no sympathy 
in his disposition. This practice of General Harrison, 
of reeeiying yisits from all who sought aooess to him^ 
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and the multipHcitj of public duties neoessanl j attend- 
act 00 his first entrance into office, produced not only 
great fatigue of body, but anxiety of mind. In ad- 
dition to this, he was overtaken by a violent shower 
in one of his usual morning walks, and his clothes 
became thoroughly wet. This was followed by a slight 
cold ; but he paid little attention to it, although on 
the 25th of March he was really ill, and continued to 
receive visits from all, as when in health, refusing to 
postpone any of his official duties. Even when thus 
indisposed, and pressed with cares too great for a man 
in sound health to endur^ he neglected no demand 
upon his friendship) and benevolence. Accidentally 
meeting an old acquaintance in distress, he took him 
to the President's house, gave him a breakfast, and 
after conversing with him a while upon events long 
jaince passed, he wrote to the collector of New York 
the following {his last) letter, dated March 26, 1841, 
for the purpose, as will be seen, of aiding him in his 
adversity : 

*^ The bearer hereof, Mr. Thomas Tucker, a vet- 
eran seaman, came with me from Carthagenia, as the 
mate of the brig Montidia, iir the year 1829. In an 
association of several weeks, I formed a high opinion 
of his character ; so much so, that (expressing a de- 
sire to leave the sea) I invited him to come to North 
Bend, and spend the remainder of his days with me. 

*^ Subsequent misfortunes prevented his doing so, 
as he was desirous to bring some money with him to 
commence farming operations. His bad fortune still 
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continueB, haying been several times shipwrecked 
within a few years. He says that himself and fam- 
ily are now in such a situation that the humblest em- 
ployment would be acceptable to him. I write this to 
recommend him to your favorable notice. I am per- 
suaded that no one possesses, in a higher degree, the vir- 
tues of fidelity, honesty and indefatigable industry, and 
I might add, indomitable bravery,* if that was a quality 
necessary for the kind of employment he seeks." 

On the 27th of March he was seized with a chill, 
and other symptoms of fever. The next day, pnea- 
monia, with congestion of "the liver, and derangement 
of the stomach and bowels, was ascertained to exist. 
In spite of all the efforts and skill of his physicians 
to arrest the disease, it continued to ^increase in vio- 
lence until the 8rd of April, at three o'clock in the 
afternoon. A profuse diarrhea then came on, un- 
der which he rapidly sank ; and at thirty minutes past 
twelve o'clock, on the morning of April 4th, 1841, 
he breathed his last. His last words were, as heard 
by Dr. Worthington, one of his consulting physicians : 
Sir, I wish you to understand the true principles of 
the government. I wish them carried out. I ask 
nothing more." Thus died General William Henry 
Harrison, the ninth President of the United States, 
at the age of sixty-eight years and twenty-six days, 
after having filled the office of President but one 
single short month. 

'This great national calamity fell upon the public 
mind with startling suddenness. Almost before the 
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sound of the cannon which announced to the people 
that he had been invested with the office of Pres- 
ident had died away, and before the news had spread 
scarcely beyond the District of Columbia, the sad 
intelligence was received that he had ceased to exist. 
The affecting event, feared, perhaps, by those who 
best knew General Harrison's enfeebled constitution, 
was at once officially made public in the following 
document, signed by the Secretary of State, and all 
the other heads of departments : 

^^An All-wise Providence having suddenly re- 
moved from this life William Hsnbt Harrison, late 
President of the United States, we have thought it 
our duty, in the recess of Congress, and in the ab- 
sence of the Vice-President from the seat of govern- 
ment, to make this aflUcting bereavement known to 
the country, by this declaration under our hands. 
He died at the President's House, in this city, this 
4th day of April, Anno Domini 1841, at thirty min- 
utes before one o'clock in the morning. 

^' The people of the United States, overwhelmed 
like ourselves, by an event so unexpected and so mel- 
ancholy, will derive consolation from knowing that 
his death was calm and resigned as his life had been 
patriotic, useful and distinguished ; and that the last 
utterance from his lips expressed a fervent desire for 
the perpetuity of the constitution and the preservation 
of its true principles. In death, as in life, the hap- 
piness of his country was uppermost in his thoughts." 

Wednesday, April 7th, was selected for perform- 
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ing the funeral Bolemnities of the late President. The 
ceremony was as solemn as it was imposing. Every 
countenance was impressed with the most profound 
melancholy. The military portion of the procession was 
Tolunteer companies from Washington city, George- 
town, Baltimore, Philadelphia and various other cities, 
together with several companies of marines and United 
States artillerists, all accompanied by the mounted 
and dismounted officers of the army, navy, militia 
and volunteers. The civic part of it oonosted of the 
municipal officers of the District of Columbia, the 
clergy, the judiciary uid executive officers of the 
government, including the President of the United 
States and all the heads of bureaus. The proeession 
occupied two miles in length. The religious oeremo- 
nies at the grave were performed by the Reverend 
Mr. Healey, of the Episcopal church.* 

As the news of General Harrison's death spread 
throughout the Union, the profound respect which was 
entertained for his character, and the gratitude they 
felt for his important public services, begun to be ex* 
hibited in their full force. Every demonstration in 
the power of the people to show was bestowed upon 
his memory. All party animosity was at once for- 
gotten, and the whole pe<^le united in the perform- 
ance of ceremonies appropriate to the occasion. In 
almost every city and town in the Union funeral ser- 
mons were delivered, processions got up and addresses 
delivered ; and the most profound grief was every- 

*8ee Appendix (D). 
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irhere, and by all parties and sects, evinced. The 
nation for a time was almost literally dothed in 
mourning, and there was a general rivalry amongst 
those so lately his warm political opponents who should 
best show how little their political differences blinded 
them to his real merits and many noble virtaes. 

On die Slst of May following, Congress assem- 
bled in extra session, in pursuance of a proclamation 
issned by General Harrison ; and on the 4th of June, 
passed the following resoluticms in relation to the 
national loss : 

^^ The melancholy event of the death of William 
Henry Harrison, late President of the United States, 
having oeeurred during the recess of Congress, and 
the two houses sharing in the general grief, and de* 
siring to manifest their sensibilities iqK>n the occasion 
of that public bereavement, therefore : 

<^ Bes&lved, hy the Senate and Sbuee of Repre- 
eentoHvee of the United States of America in Oo$i^ 
-greee aeeemhUd^ That the chairs of the President of 
the Senate and Speaker of the House of Bepresenta- 
tives be shrouded in black during the residue of the 
seesien ; and that the President pro tempore of die 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and the members and officers of both Houses, wear the 
usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 

^Meeolvedy That the President of the United 
States be requested to transmit a copy of these reso* 
lutions to Mrs* Harrison, and to assure her of the 
profooad respect of ih« two T3jm&m of Congress for 
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her person and character, and of their sincere condo- 
lence with the late dispensation of Providence." 

But Congress went still further than this. On the 
9th of June, John Quincy Adams reported a bill in 
th« House of Representatives in favor of a grant of 
money to the widow of General Harrison. This had 
been suggested to Congress by Mr. Tyler, in his mes- 
sage at the opening of the session. He said, ** that 
the preparations necessary for his removal to the seat 
of government, in view of a residence of four years, 
must have devolved upon the late President heavy 
expenditures, which, if permitted to burthen the lim- 
ited resources of his private fortune, might tend to the 
serious embarrassment of his surviving family ; and 
it was therefore respectfully submitted to Congress, 
whether the ordinary principles of justice would not 
dictate the propriety of legislative interposition." 

The measure was also urged upon Congress from 
various quarters as an act of simple justice to the 
family of Harrison. He had occupied positions in 
which he might have amassed an immense fortune, if 
he had chosen to avail himself of the advantages 
placed in his hands. It could have been done without 
any real injustice to government, and with but a very 
slight departure from the principles of rectitude. He 
chose not to enrich himself by any doubtful means. 
Poverty in his estimation was far preferable to riches 
thus acquired. These and other considerations, oper- 
ating with the sympathy felt for the affliction of the 
widow of Harrison, an appropriation of $25,000 was 
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finally made to Mrs. Harrison. The bill passed the 
House, on the 18th of June, bj a vote of 122 to 66, 
and the Senate bj a vote of 28 to 16. 

General Harrison's personal appearance was com- 
manding, and his manners prepossessing. He was 
about six feet high, of rather slender form, straight, 
and of a firm, elastic gait, even at the time of his 
election to the presidency, though then closely bord- 
ering on seventy. He had a keen, penetrating eye, 
denoting quickness of apprehension, promptness and 
energy. His forehead was high, broad and prom- 
inent, his lips rather thin and compressed, and his 
whole features strongly marked. His countenance 
was expressive of the genuine kindness and philan- 
thropy whfch his whole life had practically exempli- 
fied. There was that in his personal appearance 
which indicated him as a man of not an ordinary 
character. The inherent honesty and integrity of 
his nature showed forth in his countenance. 

The qualities which General Harrison displayed 
as a military chieftain are now universally admitted 
to be of the very highest order. Indeed few were 
ever found, even during the violent political contest 
which resulted in his elevation to the presidency, hardy 
enough, and so reckless of his own reputation, as to 
deny him the merit of a great general. As com- 
mander-in-chief of the north-western army, he was 
intrusted with almost unlimited discretionary powers, 
requiring the exercise of military skill, science and 
abUity, such as few commanders of American armies 
82* 
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hare ever exhibited. The history of the last war ifith 
England, and especially the misfortunes that befell 
so many of our generals at the North and North-west, 
as well as at the South, prores this to be true. While 
most of the generals in command of our armies in that 
war, no matter how eminent and how saccessfnl gen- 
eralty they may hare been, sometimes meet with 
reverses, General Harrison never lost a battle, and 
never committed an error in his military movements. 
This was the peculiar glory of General Harrison as a 
commander. This uniform success was the result of 
'^ an almost intuitive sagacity, great pow^ of combtna* 
tion, with prudence, caution, promptness and energy, 
combined with perfect self-reliance and self-control/' 
These qualities are necessary to form the great, or 
what is equivalent, the successful generaL 

It has been claimed that in many points the mili- 
tary career of Harrison bears a striking analogy to 
that of Washington, — ^that the same extent of discre* 
tionary powers and responsibilities were assigned to 
both, that both had the same difficulty in procurii^ 
supplies of troops and provisions, and, above all, that 
they never hazarded the grand result of a campaign, 
by any minor enterprise, however tempting. Both 
exercised the extensive powers with which they were 
invested without any invasion of the laws, or the 
rights of citizens, and both retired to the peaceful 
pursuits of agriculture when the objects which had 
called them to the field had been effected. This is 
high praise to General Harrison, as the parallel has, 
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at least, some grotrnd to rest upon, though Bothiiig 
must be admitted to stand ahnost without paralleL 

The prominent feature of General Harrisoii's 
character was the most inflexible and rigid integrity, 
his devoted patriotism, his keen sense of honor, and 
his great love of justice. These noble virtnes marked 
his whole life from youth to old age, in the field as 
well as in the council. No consideration of personal 
advantage, of whatever character, oould induce him 
to swerve a hair's breadth from them« During twenty 
years of public employment he had numerous oppor* 
tunities of enriching himself ; but he sternly rejected 
them all, and retired from the service of his coun- 
try poorer than he entered it. Of the three million 
dollars that passed through his hands as a government 
agent, not a single dollar ever adhered to them. So 
nice were his feelings upon these points that he even 
refused to make purchases of land, lest it might by 
possibility be charged that he had transcended his offi- 
cial authority. Equally sensitive were his feelings of 
honor, with the single exception of private secretary, 
he invariably refcraed to appoint any of bis relatives 
to office. 

General Harrison's mind was of a good order. 
He possessed excellent natural powers of mind, and 
they were thoroughly disciplined and well-directed. 
Few men possessed a sounder or better judgment, or 
had more sagacity and penetration. His scholarly 
attainments were far above mediocrity. In general 
history he was thoroughly versed, and hia notes upon 



880 TBS UR or 

that important braneh of odacalion possess many yal- 
aable saggestioos. With the public characters and 
leading events of both ancient and modern times he 
was intimately familiar. As a writer he ranks among 
the first public men of the country ; and many of his 
compositions exhibit felicity of expression^ strength 
of thought, and sound, practical common sense. As 
a speaker he was easy, graceful and fluent, often rising 
to real eloquence. He might have excelled as an orsr 
tor had he failed as a soldier, and the renown he won 
in the field might have been eclipsed by that he pos- 
sessed in the Senate, had his profession led him in 
that direction. 

No man possessed a kinder or more benevolent 
heart. His feelings were ever alive to the sufferings 
or misfortunes of those about him, and his hand was 
ever open to r^eve the necessities of the needy. 
His personal address ahd manners were well suited to 
win the favor of the people, as he was open, frank, 
and courteous in his intercourse with all. There was 
nothing of the aristocrat in his character ; on the con- 
trary, he was purely democratic in his tastes as well 
as in his inclinations. While President of the nation 
he was as easy of approach, and as free in his inter- 
course with the people, as when only the plain farmer 
of North Bend. Oourtesy and a graceful condescen- 
sion, united with ease and dignity of manners, re- 
lieved every one of embarrassment while in his pres- 
ence. 

His moral character was above reproach; thou^ 
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perhaps not a professing christian^ he entertained the 
highest and most profound regard for the christian re* 
ligion. This he did not fear to declare as well in his in- 
angnral address as npon all snitable occasions during; 
the brief period he occupied the presidential chair. 
Snchy imperfectly drawn, is the character, — and snch, 
imperfectly, recorded, are* the great deeds and import- 
ant public sernces,-*of William Henry Harrison. 
There is much that cannot fail to be admired in the 
one, imperfectly as it has been sketched, and much to 
excite the gratitude of the people in the other, imper- 
fectly as they have been recorded. General Harrison 
had his imperfections, like all other men, but that his 
-virtues greatly outweighed them must be the verdict 
of impartial history. His errors, whatever they 
were, were never permitted to affect the public wel- 
fare, while his virtues and public services have con- 
tributed something, at least, to the happiness of the 
people, and much to the honor of the nation. 

A single circumstance will illustrate his high sense 
of justice and his true nobl^ess of soul far better 
than any studied panegyric could do : A few years 
ago it was ascertained that a large tract of land near 
Cincinnati, which had been sold some time before for 
a mere trifle, under an execution against the original 
proprietors, could not be held by the title derived 
from the purchasers on account of some irregularity 
in the proceedings. The legal title was in General 
Harrison and another gentleman, who were the heirs 
' at law. This tract of land was exceedingly valuable, 
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and would liave cmistitiited a prisoely eatale £» 
both these heirs, had tb^ chosen to must on their 
legal rights ; or thej migfat have oompromised with 
tiie pvffohaaer. But Gknei^ Eburriaon refused to do 
either the one or the other. He had never yet sof- 
fared his own interests to blind him to other's rights, 
and on being informed of the sitnation of the property, 
he and his oo*heir inunedtaiely granted deeds in fee 
smple to die purchaser^ withoirt claiming any c<Hi8id^ 
elation eicoept the trifling difference betwe^ft ^ ae- 
t«a) Take of the land when sold and the amoiiht paid 
at the sheriff's sale. There were m this tract, toO| 
tweire acres of 6ea«ral Harrison's piiyate property 
improperly incladed in the sale, whiefa he might hare 
detained both legally and equitably. But such was 
hifir nice sense of honor tfnd scrapidous r^ard for the 
rights of others, that he sitfered eren his own rights 
to be invaded rather than to vindicate them at the ex- 
pense of others. Such instazfeces of ma^animity and 
chivalrous sense of honesty are bright spots in the 
history of humanity^ the more conspicuous, perhaps, 
from being so seldom seen, but equally the objects of 
our admiration, however ofben and whenever seen. ^ 
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STATISTICS OP THE SIX CENSUS. 

The following faciSf compiled frata the letnrB^ in tbe 
oensna ofioe, will shoir the extent, popnlatioiiy reeonroes^ 
nuumfactoni, and, above all, ilie gvewtk of oitr oonAilry 
ainoe €kBer«l Hairison entered npon poblio life. They 
will also be of great and pennanent Mteresi ai a matter of 
reference. 

The seventh ennmeration of ihe inbaMtaatg of tlta 
the United States exhibits results whieh erery eHiaeiK of 
eonntry may c o ntemplate with gratiioation and pride. 
Since the oensos of 1840 there hare been added to the 
territory of the BepnUie, by annexation^ oonqnest, and 
porehase, 635^988 square miles; and onr title to regions 
covering 341,408 square miles, which before properly be- 
longed to us, but was claimed, and partially oeeupied, by a 
foreign power, has been established by negotiation, and it 
has been brou^t within oar acknowledged booiidaries. 
By such means the area of the United States has been 
extended, during the past ten yean^ from 2,055,168 lo 
8,221,595 square miles, without including the great lakes 
which lie upon our northern border, or the bays which 
indentate our Atlantic and Pacific shores^ all wbi<)h hM 
oome within the scope of the seventh census. ( 
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En the endeavor to ascertain the progresB of <m popoU- 
tion since 1840, it will be proper to deduct from the aggre- 
' gate number of inhabitanta shown by the present cenaua 
the population of Texas in 1840, and the number embraced 
within the limits of California and the new territories at 
the time of their acquisition. From the best information 
which has come to hand it is believed that Texas c<mtainedy 
in 1840, 75,000 inhabitants; and that when California, 
New Mexico, and Oregon came into our possrasiony in 
1846, they had a population of 97,000. It thus appears 
that we have received, by additions of Territory since 1840, 
an accession of 172,000 to the number of our people. 

The increase which has taken place in those extended 
regions since they came under the authority of our govern- 
ment should obviously be received as a part of the develop- 
ment and progress of our population ; nor is it necessary to 
ocnnplicate the comparison by taking into account the pro- 
bable natural increase of this acquired population, because 
we have not the means of determining the rate of its ad- 
vancement, nor the law which governed its progress while 
yet beyond the influence of our political system. The year 
1840, rather than the date of our enumeration of Texasy 
has been taken for estimating her population in connection 
with that of the Union, because it may be safely assumed 
that, whatever the increase during the five intervening years 
may have been, it waa mainly, if not altogether, derived 
from the United States. 

Owing to delays and difficulties mentioned in completing 
tihe work, which no action on the part of this office could 
obviate, some of the returns from CaUfomia have not yet 
been received. 
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Afliommg tbe population of Galifonik to be 165,000 
(which we do partly by estimate), and omitting that of ^ 
Utah, estimated at 15,000, the total number of inhabitants 
in the United States was, on the 1st of June, 1850, 28,- 
246,801. 

The absolute increase firom the 1st of Jane, 1840, has 
been 6,176,848; and the actual increase per cent, is 36.18. 
Bat it has been shown that the probable amount of popu- 
lation acquired by additions of territory should be deducted 
in making a comparison between the resalts of the present 
and the last census. These deductions reduce the tota^ 
population of the country, as a bans of comparisany to 
28,074,301, and the increase to 6,004,848. The relative 
increase, after this allowance, is found to be 85.17 per 
cent. The aggregate number of whites in 1850 was 19,- 
619,366, exhibiting a gain upon the number of the same 
class in 1840 of 5,428,871, and a relative increase of 88.20 
per cent. But excluding the 158,000 free population sup- 
posed to be acquired by the additicm of territory since 
1840, the gain is 5,270,871, and the increased per cent. 
87.14. The number of slaves, by the present census, is 
8,198^98, which shows an increase of 711,085, equal to 
28.58 per cent. If we deduct 19,000 for the probable 
slave population in Texas in 1840, the result of the com- 
parison will be slightly different. The absolute increase 
will be 092,085, and the rate per cent. 27.88. 

The number of free colored in 1850 was 428,687, in 
1840, 886,245. The increase of this class has been 42,- 
892, or 10.95 per cent. 

From 1880 to 1840 the increase of the whole population 
was at the rate of 82.67 per cent At the same rate of 
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dhnuiMiiMftt ihb absohito gain Ibr Ae ten' jwrr krt past 
woold hft?e been 5,578,888, or 426,515 leas thui it hna 
been, without inelndiag tbe inereaee eonaeqoent apon addi- 
tions of territcwy. 

The aggregate increase of population from all sonroea 
shows a relative adTance greater than that of any other 
decimal term, except that frc»n the seoond to the third 
census, during which time the country receiyed an aceesrion 
of inhabitants, by the purchase of Louisiana, considerably 
greater than one per cent, of the whole number. Bejeeting 
from ^e census of 1810 1.45 per cent, for the popnlatioii 
of Looifliana, and from the census of 1850 one per cent. 
for that of Texas, California, fte., the result is in favor of 
the last ten yean by about one-fourteenth of one per cent. ; 
the gain from 1800 to 1810 being 85.05 per cent., and 
from 1840 to 1850 85.12 per cent. But without gouig 
behind the sum of the returns, it appears that the increase 
from the second to ike third census was thirty-two>him- 
dredths of one per cent, greater than frwn the sixth to the 
serenth. 

The relative progress of the several races and classes of 
die p(^mlation is shown in the following tabular statement; 



Incretrnper emd. for each dMf of JMabUmUi in tks VmUd SitOm 
for mastjf ^fmrt* 

170d 1800 1810 1820 I8S0 1840 

to to to to to to 

1800. 1810. 1820. 1880. 1840. 1850. 

Whites 85.68 86.18 84.80 84.52 84.72 88.20 

FroeooloTod 82.28 72.00 27.76 84.86 20.88 10.96 

Slaves 27.96 88.40 29.67 80.76 28.81 28.68 

Total colored 82.28 87.58 29.38 81.81 28.40 26.16 

Total pepulaHen «6.08 tt.aO 9^M 88.98 UM 86.18 
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The oensw bad ba^i ttkwk pitmowlj to 1830 on th« 
1st day of Angast; tlie emuBfiratkNH begm on that year oa 
tk» lat of JunOi two montha earlier, bo that the interval 
between the fourth and fifth oensna was two months less 
than ten years; which time allowed for would bring the 
total inerease vp to tbe rate of 84.86 per cent. 

The taUes giyen below show the increase from 1790 to 
1850, without xeferenoe to iotwreoiDg periods. 

▲tanlute lnciTBMi Intf. jmt 
1790. 1860. fneOyeaxB. etlxi60 

No. of whites 8,172,464 19,680,019 16,467,665 52J97 

Free colored. 69,466 428,637 869,171 61,744 

BUtv 697,897 8,184,262 2,466,865 86,018 

Tot. free col. & sL 767,868 8,612,899 2,866,686 877 

ToUl population... 8,929,827 28,246,801 19,816,417 491,162 



Biztj yeara moe the propoitioa between the whites and 
blacks, bond and ine, was 4.2 to 1. In 1850 it was 5.26 
to 1; and the ratio in favor of the former race is in- 
cieaskig. Had the Uacks iaereaaed as fast as the whites 
dwiag these sixty years the number on the first of June 
would haye been 4,657,239; ao that^ in comparison with 
the whites, they have lost in this period 1,860,840. 

Thia disparity is mqch more than accounted for by 
Ssiopean emig^ticm to the United States. 

Dr. Ghickering, in an essay on emigratioii, published in 
Boston in 1848, distinguished for i^^eat elaborateness of 
leeewch, estimatOH the gain of the white population from 
this source at 8,922,152. No reliable record was kept of 
the emigrants into the United States until 1820, when, by 
the laws of March, 1819, the collectors were required to 
ayike quarterly returns of foreign passengers arriving in 
their districts, for tha fiiept ten yesirs the returns under 
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the 1«W8 tfibrd niitttmJfl for only an apiproxiaMitioii to % 
true state of the facts involyed in this inquiry. 

Dr. Chickering assumes, as a result of his inrestigalioiM, 
that of the 6,431,088 inhahituite of the United States in 
1820, 1,480,906 were foreigners arriTsd subeeqnent to 
1790, or the descendants of such. According to Dr. Sej- 
bert, an earlier writer upon statistics, the number of foreign 
passengers from 1790 to 1810 was, as nearly as could be 
ascertained, 120,000; and from the estimates of Dr. Sey- 
bert, and other evidence, Honorable Geo. Tucker, author 
of a yaluable work on the census of 1840, supposed the num- 
ber from 1810 to 1820 to have been 114,000. These esti- 
mates make, for the thirty years preceding 1820, 284,000. 

If we reckon the census of emigrants at the ayerage 
rate of the whole body of white popolatian during these 
three decades, they and their descendants in 1820 would 
amount to about 860,000. 

From 1820 to 1830 there amved, according to the 
retoms of the custom-houses, 135,986 foreign passengers; 
and firom 1880 to 1840, 579,370; making, for the tmaty 
years, 715,356. 

During this period a large number of emigrants from 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, came into the United 
States through Canada. 

Dr. Chickering estimates the number of such from 18120 
to 1830 at 67,993, and fh>m 1880 to 1840 at 199,180; 
for the twenty years together, 267,123. During ibe same 
time a considerable number are supposed to haye landed at 
New York with the purpose of pursuing their route to 
Canada ; but it is probable that the number of these waa 
bjJanced by omissions in &e oAoial returns. 
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WHlMntt raferenoe to the utonl inerene, then tlie 
aeoetMi<m to our populstion from foreign sooroes, l&om 1820 
to 1840, was 982,479 persoiiB. 

From 1840 to 1850 the arriTftls of foreign passeDgers 
in the ports of the United States haye been as follows : 

1840, 1841 88,604 

1842 101,107 

1843 76,159 

1844 74,607 

1845 102,416 

1846 202,167* 

1847 284,756 

1848 226.624 

1849 269,610 

1850 17«,011t 

Total 1,652,880 

Am Ae heaviest portion of this great influx of emigr»- 
tiott took place in the latter part of the decade, it will 

* This retom SnelvdM fifteen months, to wit; from July 1, 1846^ 
to September 80, 1846. 

f The report firom the State Department for this year g;iTes 
816,888 as the total immber of paseengeia aniTing in the United 
States; hot of these 80,028 were oitixens of the Atlentie Stotes 
proeeeding to Califonia by sea, and 5,820 natlTeB of the country 
retnming from Tisits abroad. A deduction of 106,879 is made 
from the balenee for that portion of the year firom Jnne 1 to Sep* 
tember 80. Within the last ten years there hss probably been 
Tery little migrmtion of forwgners into the United States over the 
Canadian frontier, — ^the disposition to take the route by Quebec 
having yielded to the increased facilities for direct passenger trans- 
portation to the cities of the Union ; what there has been may 
perhaps be considered as equaled by the number of foreigners 
passing into Canada, often landing at New York, many having 
been drawn thither by the opportonity of employmant aiforded by 
the pnblis works ef the profinea. 
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pfolMMr be Ms I^Mliiiiito the luriafd mereMe duiikg the 
term «l 12 per cent, being about oae-thnd ef that of tiie 
white population of the oonntry at ita oommenoement. 

!niis wUl Bwell the aggregate to 1,789,192. Deducting 
this ao peBflio n to the population from the whole amount of 
the increaee of white inhabitants before given, that iBereaae 
is shown to be S,684,519, and the rate per oent. is reduced 
to 25.95. 

The density of population is a braaeh of the subject 
which naturally first attracts the attention of the inquirer. 
The following table has been prepaced from the most-authen- 
tio data accessible to this office. 



TahU if <l« AnA^ md the mmber €f Inha^iUmU to the $quare wuU, 
of ioeh State and Territory of the Union. 

Aim in PwvlttUon No-arinhakk 

MatMi mivmnmBfb, fa 189D. taag.adltL 

Mahie 80,000 688,188 10.44 

)Cew Hwapsfair* 9,280 817,964 84.20 

Vermont 10,212 813,611 80.07 

• MuMchatetts 7,800 994,499 126.15 

Rhode Island 1,860 147,644 108.04 

Conssotieiit 4,674 870,791 79.8S 

New York 46,000 8,097,894 67.66 

New Jersey 8,820 489,655 60.04 

PennsylTania 46,000 2,811,785 60.25 

Delaware. 2,120 91,686 48.64 

MaiyUtfid 9,866 688,036 62.81 

Virginia 61,662 1,421,661 28.17 

North CaroUna 45,000 868,908 19.80 

South Carolina 24,500 668,507 27.28 

Georgia 68,000 905,999 16.68 

Alabama 60,722 771,671 15.21 

Miflsiseippi 47,156 606,556 12.86 

Louisiana 46,481 511,974 11.02 

Texas 237,821 212,592 .89 

Florida 69,268 87,401 1.47 

Kentoeky 87,680 992,406 26.07 

Tennessee 45^600 1,002^626 %iM 

Missouri..... 67,880 682,048 10.U 
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Area in 

ArkansM 62,198 

<»io * 89,964 

Iniiuiik 88^809 

niinoU 66,406 

lliehigAii 66,248 

WiscoDBin 68,924 

CaUfoniU 188,981 

MUmeMte 88,000 

Oregon 841,468 

New Mexico 210,744 

Utfth 177,^8 

Nebraska. 186,700 

Indian 187,171 

North-Wetl 687,664 

I>i8trict Colombia 60 



Fopulatkm 


No. of inbaU 


la 1860. 


toiq. Mitel 


209,639 


4.01 


1,980,408 


49.66 


988,416 


29.28 


861,470 


16.86 


897,664 


7.07 


192,214 


8.77 


805,191 


6.66 


6,077 


.07 


18,298 


.08 


61,606 


.28 
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••••••• 


61,687 


861»46 



total 8,221,696 28,080,792 



liaBt ike lodAtioii^ diimAls^ prodHAtioiis, and the habits 
and puBoite of tibalr iftbAUtaBtB, tiie Stfttes of the TSmm 
may he piejperij aaanged into the ibQowii^ gvoiipa : 

Ana In No.oftebftb» 

States. ■qoammilo. PopuUtkni. to«i.mllia. 

New England States. 68,226 2,727,697 48.07 

Middle States, faiehicKttg Mih 
lyUnd, Delaware, and Ohio 161,760 8»668,7I8 67.02 

Coast planting States, includ- 
ing Sonth CaroUna,GFeorgia, 
Florida, Alabama^ Missis- 
sippi, and Louisiana 296,077 8,687,089 12.86 

Central Sla^e Siates, Vup- 
ginia, N. Carolina, Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky, Missouri, 
and Arkansas 808,210 5,168,000 16,75 

North-WeetefB States, India- 
na, Michigan, Illinois, Wis- 
oonsin, and Iowa 260,000 2,786,000 10.92 

Tesaa 287,000 212,000 89 , 

California 189,000 166,000 87 
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There are points of agieement ia tbe geiienl ohanoter- 
ielice of the States combined in the above groups which 
warrant the mode of arrangement adopted. Maryland is 
classed as heretofore with the Middle States, because its 
leading interests appear to connect it rather with the com- 
mercial and manufacturing section to which it is hen 
asugned, than with the purely agricultural States. Ohio 
is placed in the same connection for nearly similar reasons. 
There seems to be a marked propriety for setting off the 
new agricultural States of the North-West by themselveay 
as a preliminary to the comparison of their progress with 
other portions of the Union. The occupations which give 
employment to the people of the central range of States 
south of the line of the PotomaCi distinguish them to some 
extent from that division to which we have given the ap- 
pellation of coast planting States. In the latter ootton, 
ingar, and rice are the great staples, the eokivBtion of 
which is so absorbing as to stamp its impress on the ohap. 
acter of the people. The industry of the central States is 
more diversified, the surfS^e of the country is more broken^ 
the modes of cultivation are different^ and the minuter 
divisions of labor create more numerous and less accordant 
interests. So to as Texas is settied, its population dosely 
assimilates with that of the other coast pknting States, but 
it would obviously convey no well-founded idea of tiie 
density of population in that section to distribute their 
people over the most uninhabited region of Texas. For 
the same reason, and the additional <me of the isolation of 
her position, California is considered distanct from other 
States. 

Taking the thirty-one States together, their ana ia 
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1,485,870 Bquaie milM, and the avenge nnmber of their 
inhabitants is 15.48 to the square mile. The total area of 
the United States is 8,220,000 square miles, and the 
average density of population is 7.219 to the square mile. 

The areas assigned to those States and Territories in 
whioh public lands are situated are doubtless correct^ being 
taken from the records of the Land Office; but as to those 
attributed to the older States, the same means of yerifying 
their aceuracy, or the want of it, do not exist. But care 
has been taken to consult the best local authorities for 
ascertaining the extent of surface in these States; and as 
the figures adopted are found to agree with, or differ but 
slightly from, those assumed to be correct at the General 
Land Office, it is probable they do not vary essentially 
from the exact truth. 

The area of some of the States, as Maryland and Tir* 
ipnia, are stated considerably below the commonly assumed 
extent of the territory, which may be accounted for on the 
supposition that the portions of the surface within their 
exterior limits, covered by large bodies of water, have been 
subtracted from the aggregate amount. This is known to 
be the case in regard to Maryland, the superficial extent of 
which, within the outlines of its boundaries, is 18,950 
square miles, and is deemed probable with reference to 
Virginia, from the &ct that many geographers have given 
its total area as high as 66,000 square miles. 

It appears from the returns that during the year ending 
on the 1st of June, 1850, there escaped from their owners 
1,011 slaves, and that during the same period 1,467 were 
manumitted. The number of both classes will appear in 
the tMowmg table : 






Man. V^ 

DeUware ~ 277 26 

Maryland 493 29Y 

Tirgima 218 9» 

Kentucky 162 96 

Tenncfsee 46 70 

14orth Carotin* » 2 64 

South Carolina...^ 2 16 

Georgia 19 89 

Florida. > .«.....*«••••••• ••••••••• 22 18 

Alabama 16 29 

Mississippi 6 41 

Lottkiuia ^ ^ 161^ 90 

Texas 6 29 

Arkansas 1 21 

Miaaonri ^ ^ 60 m 

• Total 1,467 1,CH1 

In oonnectioii with this statoment^ and u tdhb^mg IIm 
natoiml iaei«8M of the free oeloved pop«ii«tkMi of the 
United StaitoB^ il awf be ftopet to remffk that, dvmg the 
year to which the eeamifl appliee^ the Goloniiaftion Soelefy 
sent 562 colored emigrants to Liberia. 

In onr calculations respecting the incieaae of Ae free 
colored population, we haTs not considered that daas <^ 
persons, independent of these two eanses, which respeotiTely 
sweU and diminish their number. 

The statistics of mortality for "^e eensofl year leiH^sent 
the number of deaths ooconing within the year at 320.194, 
ihe ratio being as 1 to 72.6 of the living popidation, or as 
10 to each 726 of the population. The rate of mortality in 
this statement seems so much less than tiiat of any portion 
of Europe, tiiat it must at present be recetved with some 
degree of allowance. 
I Should a more critical eTaminatian, trlueii linie irfll 
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enable vb to exercise, prove the retomfl of the number of 
deaths too small, sach a result will not affect their value for 
the purposes of comparison of one portion of the country 
with another, or cause with effect. The tables will poBoew 
an interest second to none others in the world; and the 
many valuable truths which they will suggest wil} be foimd 
of great practical advantage. 

Medical men accord to the Genson Bureau no small 
meed of credit, for the wisdom manifested in an arrange- 
ment .which will throw more light on the history of diseam 
in the United States, and present in connection move inter- 
esting facts connected therewith, than tiie united effovlB of 
all scientifio men have heretofore acooomplished. 



AaRICULTOKB. 

The great amount of labor requisite to Ae extraetion 
of the returns of agriculture will admit at thiis time of pre- 
senting but limited accounts, though perhaps, to some ex- 
tent, of the most separate interests. 

The returns of the wheat crop for nuiny of the Western 
States will not at all indicate the average crop of those 
States. 

This is especially the case with Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois, from which, especially the former, the Assistant 
Marshals returned a ^' short crop'^ to the extent of fifty per 
cent throughout the whole State. 

The shortness of the wheat crop in Ohio in 1849 is veri- 
fied by returns made during the subsequent ibaeon br 
auKherity of ihie legishituTe. 
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KAKUFACTURES. 

The period which hut elapsed ainoe ihe receipt of the 
vetuniB has been so short as to enable the office to make 
bat a general report of the facts relating to a few of the 
moat important mannfaotures. 

If, in some instances, the amount of capital inrested in 
any branch of mannfactore should seem too small, it must 
be borne in mind that, where the product is of several 
kinds, the capital invested, not being divisible, is connected 
with the product of greatest oonsequence. This, to some 
extMit, reduces the capital invested in the manufacture of 
bar iron in such establishments where some other article 
of wrought iron predominates,— «heet iron, for example. 

The aggregate, however, <^ the capital invested in the 
various branches of wrought iron will, it is confidoitly be- 
lieved, be found correct. 

The entire oapitel invested in the various manuflustnree in the 
United Sutet, on the 1st of June, 1850, not to include any estab- 
lishment producing less than the annual value of $500, amowited 

to, in round numbers $580,000,000 

Value of raw material 550,000,000 

Amount paid for labor 240,000,000 

Value of manufSMtured articles 1,020,800.000 

Number of persons employed 1,060^000 

The capital invested in the manufacture of cotton... $74,501,081 

Value of raw material 84,885,056 

Amount paid for labor 16,286,804 

Value of manufactured articles 61,860,184 

Number of bands employed 89,252 

The capita] inyested in the manufacture of woolen 

goods amounted to $28,118,650 

Value of raw material 25,755,98 

Amount psid for labor 8,899,28 

Value of product 48,207,56 

Number of hands employed..... .«—.•••- 92»286 
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The capital inTMted in the mamifectiire of pig iron 

amonnted to $17,846,426 

Value of raw material 7,005,289 

Amount paid for labor 6,006,628 

Value of product 12,748,777 

Number of hands employed 20,448 

In making these estimates the Assistant Marshals did 
not include any retom of works which had not prodnoed 
metal within the year, or those which had not commenced 
operations. The same is applicable to all mana£M3tiiTe0 
enumerated. 

The capital inyested In the manuDftotare of castings 

amounted to $17,416,861 

Value of raw material 10,846,866 

Amount paid for labor 7,078,920 

Value of product 26,108,156 

Number of hands employed 28,689 

The capital InTcsted in the manufacture of wrought 

iron amounted to $18,995,220 

Value of raw material 9,618,109 

Amount paid for labor : 4,196.628 

Value of product 16,887,074 

Number of hands employed 18,057 

The statistics of the newspaper press form an interest- 
ing feature in the returns of the seyenth census. It 
appears that the whole number of newspapers and periodi- 
cah in the United States, on the 1st of June, 1850, 
amounted to 2,800. Of these 2,494 were fully returned, 
234 had all the facts excepting circulation given, and 72 
are estimated for California, the territories, and for those 
that may have been omitted by the Assistant Marshals. 

From calculations made on the statistics returned, and 
estimated circulations where they hare been omitted, it 
appears that the aggregate circulation of those 2,800 papers 
M 
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and periodicals ib about 5,000,000, and that the entire 
number of copies printed annually in the United States 
amounts to 422,600,000. The following table will show 
the number of daily, weekly, mcmthly, and other issues, 
with the aggregate circulation of each class. 

Now«r«ifiM 

No. dreolatton. ptlnted anniiaUj. 

DaniM S50 760,000 285.000,000 

Tri-WMkUM 160 76,000 11,700,000 

Semi-weekUeB. 125 80,000 8,820,000 

WeekUes 2,000 2,875.000 149,600,000 

Semi-montUiee. 60 800,000 9,800,000 

MonthUes ^ 100 900,000 10,800,000 

Qnarteriiefl 26 20,000 80,000 

Total 2,800 6,000,000 422,600,000 

424 papers are issued in the New England States, 876 
in the Middle States, 716 in the Soathem States, and 784 
in the Western States. 

The ayerage circulation of papers in the United States 
is 1,785.- 

There is one publication for every 7,161 free inhabit- 
ants in the United States and Territories. 

The work, of course, has not been submitted to the 
public for its judgment; but where opinions have been at 
all expressed, by those deemed good authority, on the pro- 
priety of our classification, they have been invariably favor- 
able. Some such have found their way into public docu- 
ments. In the 32d Annual Report of the New York 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, made to the legislature 
of that State, the following language occurs with respect to 
our designed classification of such portion of ^he work as 
interested paxticularly the Directors of the Institution : 
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<< Sach a list will fomisli Taluable materials, neyer possessed 
to any extent before, for solving manj highly interesting statisti- 
cal qaestions, and its publication is looked for with mnch interest 
Hfe shall endeayor in onr next Annual Report to set forth the 
Ttsults of a careful analysis of the census respecting the Deaf and 
Dumb." 

So far B8 the judgment of the public press is concerned, 
its expression has been mnch more fayorable &an could be 
wished, with its imperfect knowledge of the plan, as expec- 
tations may thereby be raised which the results will not 
justify. None of the information, as imparted in the 
volume of statistics, has been promulgated, it being con- 
sidered indelicate to make known to the world informati<m 
due first to the Head of the Department, and through him 
to Congress; and it would not be decorous to forestal the 
di^fMssionate judgment of either. 

It has seemed to me that a work, the expense of which 
is shared by the whole community, should be arranged, as 
^ as possible, foe general utility, and not a compilation 
of mere columns of figures, interesting only to the man 
of science, for legislatiye purposes, or for reference, but 
should be so adapted that, while it will furnish practical 
information to the statesman and philosopher, and useful 
data for the legislator, it will ccMitain also matters interest- 
ing to erery portion of the community, furnished somewhat 
in advance of those deductions from analytical investiga- 
tions made years after its publication. To this end, if sup- 
ported by the favorable opinion of Congress, it will be made 
to evolve all the instruction which zealous efforts, though 
limited ability, are capable of eliciting fnm the feusts, within 
such period of time as it must be accomplished without 
retarding its publication. J. B. BocHX. 

Ceofos Offioe^ Deo. 3; 5i o'dock; A. M. 
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DECLARATION OF WAE. 

The Message of President Madison to Congress, imme- 
diately preceding the Declaration of War against England^ 
in 1812, — the Report of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, to whom it wad referred, — the Declaration of War 
itself, — and the President's Proclamation of that grave 
event, — are all documents that will ever possess deep in- 
terest to Americans. The two first give, in the most concise 
form, the causes that led to that war, and they therefore 
deserve to be often read and free to general access. For 
these reasons they have been incorporated in this volume. 
The President's message was communicated to Congress on 
the 1st day of June, 1812. 

2b tk$ SmaU and Bmu$ tf S^€§mtati»€$ of th$ Umttd 8taU$> 

I communicate to Congress certain documents, being a 
continuation of those heretofore laid before them, on the 
subject of our affiiirs with Great Britain. 

Without going back beyond the renewal, in 1803, of 
the war in which Great Britain is engaged, and omitting 
our repaired wrongs of inferior magnitude, the conduct of 
her government presents a series of acts hostile to the 
United States as an independent and neutral nation. 

British cruisers have been in the continued practice of 
violating the American flag on the great high way of na- 
tions, and of seiring and carrying off persons sailing under 
it; not in the exercise of a belligerent right, founded on 
the laws of nations against an enemy, but of a municipal 
prerogative over British subjects. British jurisdiction is 
thus extended to neutral vessels in a situation where no 
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laws oan operate bat tlie law of naticms and the laws of tlia 
oountrj to which the vesselB belong ; and a Belf-redreas is 
asaamed which^ if British sabjects were wrongfallj de- 
tained and alcHie ocmcemed, is that substitution of force, for 
a resort to the responsible sovereign, which falls within th4 
definition of war. Gould the seizure of British subjects in 
such cases be regarded as within the exercise of a belligerent 
right, the acknowledged laws of war, which forbid an article 
of captured property to be adjudged without a regular in- 
vestigation before a competent tribunal, would imperionslj 
demand the furest trial when the sacred rights of penon 
were at issue. In place of such a trial, these rights are 
subject to the will of every petty commander. 

The practice, hence, is so far from affecting British sub- 
jects alone, that under the pretext of searching for these, 
thousands of American citiiens, under the saf^^rdof .the 
public and of their national flag, have been torn from their 
country and from everything dear to them; have been 
dragged on board ships of war of foreign nations, and ex- 
posed, under the severities of their discipline, to be exiled 
to the most distant and deadly climes, to risk their lives in 
the battles of their oppressors, and to be the melancholy 
instruments of taking away those of their own brethren. 

Against this crying enormity, which Qreat Britain would 
be so prompt to avenge if committed on herself, the United 
States have in vain exhausted remonstrance and expostula- 
tion. And that no proof might be' wanting of their con- 
ciliatory dispositions, and no pretext left for a continuance 
of the practice, the British government was formally assured 
of the readiness of the United States to enter into arrange- 
mentS; such as could not be rejected, if the recovery of 
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Brituh sabjeotB man the real and sole objtet. The com* 
miiiiioation passed withont effect. 

British crnisers ha^e been m the practice also of violat- 
ing the rights and the peace of our coasts. They hover 
over and harass onr entering and deporting commerce. To 
the most inwlting pretensions they have added the moat 
lawlefls proceedings in onr veiy harbors, and have wantonly 
q[»ilt American blood within the sanctoaxy of onr territorial 
jurisdiction. The {ffinoiples and roles enforced by that 
nation, when a neutral nation, against armed vessels of bel- 
ligerents hovering near her coasts and disturbing her com- 
merce, are well known. When called on, nevertheless, by 
the United States to punish the greater offences committed 
by her own vessels, her govenunent has bestowed on their 
ocnunanders additional marks of honor and confidence. 
> Under pretended blodndes, without the presence of an 
adequate force, and sometimes without the practicability of 
sppfying one, our commerce has been plundered in eveiy 
sea; the great staples of our country have been cut off* 
from their legitimate markets, and a destructive blow aimed 
mt our agricultural and maritime interests. In aggravation 
of these predatory measures, they have been considered as 
in force from the dates of their notification, a retrospective 
effect being thus added, as has been done in other important 
eases, to the unlawfulness of the course pursued; and to 
render the outrage the more signal, these mock blockades 
have been reiterated and enforced in the fiice of official 
eommunications from the British government, deckring, as 
the true definition of a legal blockade, << the particular ports 
must be actually invested, and previous warning girea to 
vessels bound to them not to enter." 
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Nbt content in&. thefle^oooaaioiial ezpedioilg for lajring 
WMte our neutral trade, the cabinet of Great Britain db- 
sorted, at length, to the sweeping S3r8teni of bloekades, un- 
der the name of Orders in Connoil, which has been moolded 
and managed as might best soit its political views, its oosa- 
meroifd jealousies, or the avicKty of British oniisen. 

To our remonstrances against the complicated and trnw- 
cendent injustice of this innoyation, the first reply was thui 
the orders were rductantlj adopted- bj Great Britain as » 
necessary retaKation on decrees of her enemy, proclaiming 
a general bk>ckade of the British Islesy at a time when 
the naval force of that enemy (hired not to issue from his 
own potts. She was> reminded, without effect) that her own 
prior blockade, unsupported by an adequate naval force «o- 
tually applied and oontinned, was a bar to this plea; that 
executed ediots aga&ist miUioas of our picper^ would not 
be retaliation on edictp oonfossetiy impossibk to be exe- 
cuted ; that retaliation, to be just; should foil on the parij 
setting the guilty evunf^e, not on an innocent party, which 
was not even chargeable with an acquiescence in it. 

When deprived of this flimsy veil for a prohibition of 
our trade with her eosmjy by the repeal of his prohibition 
of our trade with Great Britain, hor cabinet, instead of a 
correspon<Hng repeal or a practical diaooBtmuanoe of its 
orders, formally avowed a determination to persist in them 
against the United States, until the mariceta of her enemy 
should be laid open to British product; thus asserting an ' 
obligation on a neutral power to require one belligerent 
power to encourage, by its internal regulations^ the trade 
of another belligerent, oontradioting her own practice to- 
wards all nations, in peace as well as war, and betraying the 
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insincerity of theser professions which incoloated a belief 
that, haying resorted to her orders with regret^ she was 
anxious to find an occasion for putting an end to them. 

* Abandoning still more all respect for the neutral rights 
of the United States, and for its own consistency; the British 
goyemment now demands, as pre-requisites to a repeal of its 
orders as they relate to the United States, that a formality 
should be obseryed in the repeal of the French decrees, no« 
wise necessary to their termination, nor exemplified by 
British usage ; and that the French repeal, besides includ- 
ing Ihat portion of the decrees which operate within a ter> 
ritorial jurisffiction, as well as that which operates on the 
high seas against the commerce of the United States, should 
not be a single special repeal in velalioii to the United 
States, but should be extended to whatever other neutvat 
nations unconnected with them may be affected by those 
diecrees. And as an ad<fitional insult, they are oalkd ott 
for a formal disavowal of conditions and pietensfons ad- 
ysnced by the French goyemment, for which the United 
States are so &r from haying made themselyes responsible^ 
that, in official explanations, which haye been published to 
the world, and in a correspondence of the American minister 
at London with the British minister for forwgn afieirs, such 
a responsibility was explintly and onphatioally discfadaied. 
It has become, indeed, sufficiently oertain that the con* 
meroe of the United States is to be aaerifioed, not as interfer- 
ing with <iie belfigerent rights of Great Britain^ not as mxp^ 
plying the wants of her enemies^ whidi she herself s^pplieSy 
but as interfering with the monopoly which she ooyets for 
her own commerce and nayigatien. She carries on a war 
agunst the lawful eommeree of a finend, that she may the 
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better oany on a oommeroe polluted by the forgeries and 
perjuries which are, for the most part^ the only paasportB 
by which it can succeed. 

Anxious to make eveiy experiment short of the last j^- 
Bort of injured nations, the Unit^ States have withheld 
Dram Great Britain, under sucoessiye modifications, the ben- 
efits of a free interoourfte with their market, the loss of 
which oould not but outweigh the profits accruing fran her 
restrictions of our ccmuneroe with other nations. And to 
entitle these experiments to the more favorable considera- 
tion, they were so framed as to enable her to place her ad- 
versaiy under the excluaiye operation of them. To tlieae 
iq»peals her government has been equally inflexible, as if 
willing to make sacrifices of every sort, rather than yield to 
the claims of justice or renounce the errors of a &]ae pride. 
Nay, so far were the attempts carried, to overcome the at- 
teohment of the British cabinet to its unjust edicts, ihat it 
received every encouragement within the competency of the 
executive branch of our government to expect that a repeal 
of them would be followed by a war between the United 
States and France, unless the French edicts should also be 
repealed. Even £his communication, although sileneing 
forever the plea of a disposition in the United States to 
acquiesce in those edicts, originally the sole plea for them^ 
received no attention. 

If no other proof existed of a predetennination of the 
British government against a repeal of its orders, it might 
be found on the correqwndence of the minister plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States at London, and the British seore- 
tary for foreign affidrs in 1810, on the question whether the 
blockade of May, 1806, was considered as in foiee or as 
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not in force. It had been amertained tiiat ike French gor- 
emment, which nrged this blockade as the ground of its 
Berlin decree^ was willing; in the event of its remoyal; to 
repeal that decree; which; being followed by alternate re- 
peals of the other offensive edicts, might abolish the whole 
system on both sides. This inviting opportunity for accom- 
plishing an object so important to the United States^ and 
professed so often to be the desire of botfi the belligerents, 
was made known to the British government. As that gov- 
ernment admits that an actual application of an adequate 
force is necessary to the existence of a legal blockade; — and 
it was notorious; that if such a force had ever been applied, 
its long discontinuance had annulled the blockade in ques- 
tion;— ihere could be no sufficient objection on the part of 
Great Britain to a formal revocation of it ; and no imagin- 
able objection to a declaration of the foot, that the blockade 
did not exist. The declaration would have been consistent 
with her avowed principles of UoekadO; and would have 
enabled the United States to demand fitom France ihe 
pledged repeal of her decrees ; either with snccesS; in which 
case the way would have been opened for a general repeal 
of the belligerent edicts; or without success; in which case 
the United States would have been justified in turning their 
measures exclusively against France. The British govern- 
ment would; however; neither rescind the blockade nor de- 
clare its non-existence ; nor permit its non-existence to be 
inferred and affirmed by the American plenipotentiary. On 
the contrary; by representing the blockade to be compre- 
hended in the orders in council; the United States were 
compelled so to regard it in their subsequent proceedings. 
There was a period when a £avorable change in the pol- 
86 
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iey of Idle Bntisb cabinet iras justly oonadered as eslab- 
liehed. The minister pknipotentiarj of lus Britannio mar 
jesty heie proposed an adjustment of the differences more 
immediately endangering the harmony of the two eonntriea. 
The proposition was accepted with a promptitode and cor- 
diality eonresponding with the inyariable prolessions of tiiia 
goyemment. A fonndation appeared to be laid for a sinceie 
and lasting reconciliation. The prospect, howeTcr, qnic^ly 
tanished. The whdie proceeding was disayowed by the 
British govenunent without any expkttatkms which conkl aft 
that time repress the belief that the disayowal proceeded 
from a spirit of hostility to the commercial rights and pros- 
perity of the United States. And it has since come into 
proof, that at the yery moment when the pabUo minister 
was holding the hmgaage 6i friendship, and inspiring ooofi- 
dance in the sincerity of the negotiation with windi be was 
ohaiged, a secret agent of his goyemment was employed in 
intrigues, haying for their object a subyeraisn of oar gov- 
amment, and a dismembennent of onr happy union. 

In reyiewing the conduct of Great Britidn towards tha 
United States, our attention is necessarily drawn to the 
warfsre just renewed by the sayages on one of oar ezt^osiye 
fipontierB; a war&re whidi is kmywn to spare neither age 
or sex, and to be distinguished by features peculiarly shock- 
ing to humanity. It is difficult to aocoimt for the aetiyity 
and combinations which haye for some time been deydopong 
thepselyes among tribes in the constant intercourse with 
British traders and garrisons, without connecting their 
hostility with that influence, end withcat recollecting the 
authenticated' examples of such interpositionB heretoiDre 
Aimished by the offic^B and agents rf that goTmnment. 
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Biicli is the qpeetaele of uojorieB and indignitieB whioh 
haye been heaped on our country, and nicb the orifiis which 
its nnezampled forbearance and eonoiliatorj efforte have 
not been able to ayert. It might at least have been expected 
that an enlightened nation, if lees urged by moral obliga- 
tions, or invited by friendly duqpodtions on the part of the 
United States, would have found, in its true interest alone, 
a sufficient motLre to reqtect their rights and their tranquil- 
lity on the higl^seas; that an enlarged poHoy would have 
fiiTored that free and general circulation of commerce, in 
which the British nation is at all times interested, and which 
in times of war is the best alleyiation of its calamities to 
herself as well as the other belligerents; and more espe- 
tsiall J that the British cabinet would not, for the sake of the 
pvecarioos and soireptitious intercourse with hostile markets, 
have persevered in a course of measures which necessarily 
put at haaaid the invaluable market of a great and growing 
eoontry, disposed to cultivate the mutual, advantages of an 
aetive commeroe. 

Other councils have prevailed. Our mioderation and 
conciliation have had no other effect than to encourage per- 
severance and to enlaige pretensions. We behold our sea- 
faring citixens still the daily victims of kwless violence 
committed on the great common and highway of nations, 
even within sight of the country which owes them protec- 
tion. We behold our vessels freighted with the products 
of our soil and industry, or returning with the honest pro- 
ceeds of thein, wrested from their lawful destinations, con- 
fiscated by prize courts, no longer the organ of public law, 
but the instrumodts of arbitrary edicts; and their unfortu- 
nate crews disponed and lost, or forced or invei^cd^ in 
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Britiflh ports, into Britiflh fleets; whilst srgiimeiits are em- 
plojed in support of these aggressionsy which have no 
foundation bat in a principle equally supporting a claim to 
regulate our external commerce in all cases whatsoerer. 

We behold, in fine, on the side of Great Britain a state 
of war against the United States; and on the side of the 
United States a. state of peace toward Great Britain. 

Whether the United States shall continue passiYe under 
these progressiTe usurpations, and the^e accumulating 
wrongs, or, oppodng force to foroe in defense of their nat- 
ural rights, shall commit a just cause into the hands of the 
Almighty Disposer of eyents, avoiding all connections which 
might entangle it in the contests or views of other powers^ 
and preserving a constant readiness to concur in an hon<»a- 
ble re-establishment ci peace and friendship, is a solemn 
question, which the constituti(m wisely confides to the 1^ 
islative department of the government. In recommending 
it to their early deliberations, I am haf^y in the assunaoe 
that the decision will be worthy the enlightened and patri- 
otic councils of a virtuous, a free, and a powerful nation. 

Having presented this view of the relati<»is of the 
United States with Great Britain, and of the solemn altera 
native growing out of them, I proceed to remark that the - 
communications last made to Congress, on tiie subject of our 
relations with France, will have shown that since the revo- 
cation of her decrees as they violated the neutral rights of 
the United States, her government has authorised illegal 
captures, by its privateers and public ships, and that other 
outrages have been practiced on our vessels and our citisens. 
It will have been seen, also, that no indemnity had been 
provided or satisfactorily pledged for the extensive spolia- 
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tions eommitted under the violent and refcrospectiTe orders 
of the French goyemment against the property of our citi- 
senS| seised within the jurisdietion of France. I abstain 
at this time from recommending to the consideration of 
Congress defimtiye measures with lespeoi to that nation^ in 
the expectation that the resolt of unclosed discussions be* 
iween our minister plenipotentiaiy at Paris and the French 
goTemment will speedily enable Gongreas to decide, with 
greater advantage, on the course due to the rights, the 
interest, and the honor of our country. 

JAMSS MADISON. 
WASHiHaToii, Jaae 1, 1812. 

The commtUee on Foreign rdationt, — (o fohom toas re- 
ferred the Menage of Ae Rwdenl of the United &cUe$, 
of the Ist of Juney 1812,— 

KsFOBT, — ^That after the experience which the United 
States hare had of the great injustice of the British goy- 
emment towards them, exemplified by so many acts of yio- 
lence and oppression, it will be more difficult to justify to 
the impartial world their patient forbearance than the meas- 
ures to which it has become necessary to resort, to avenge 
the wrongs, and vindicate the rights and honor of the nation. 
Your coounittee are happy to observe, on a dispassionate 
review of the conduct of the United States, that they see 
in it no cause for censure. 

If a long forbearance under injuries ought ever to be 
considered a virtue in any nation, it is one which peculiarly 
becomes the United States. No people ever had stronger 
motives to cherish peace : none have ever cherished it with 
greater sincerity and leal. 
85* 
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But the period has now arriyed when Uie United States 
must support iheir character and station among the nations 
of the earth, or suhmit to the most shameful degradation. 
Forbearance has ceased to be a virtue. War on the one 
side, and peace on the other, is a situation as ruinous as it is 
disgraceful. The mad ambition, the lust of power and 
commercial avarice of Great Britain, arrogating to herself 
the complete dominion of the ocean, and exercising over it 
a lawless and unbounded tyranny, have left to neutral na- 
tions an altematiye only between a base surrender of their 
rights and a manly surrender of them. Happily for the 
United States, their destiny, under the ud of heaven, is in 
their own hands. The crisis is formidable only by iheir 
love of peace. As soon as it becomes a duty to relinquish 
their situation, danger disappears. They have suffered no 
wrongs, — ^they have received no insults, however great^ for 
which they cannot obtain redress. 

More than seven years have elapsed since the eommenoe- 
ment of the system of hostile aggression by the British 
government on the rights and interests of the United 
States. The manner of its commencement was not less 
hostile than the spirit with which it has been prosecuted. 
The United States have invariably done everything in their 
power to preserve the relations of friendship with Great 
Britain. Of this disposition they gave a distinguished proof 
at the moment when they were made the victims of an op- 
posite policy. The wrongs of the last war had not been 
forgotten at the commencement of the present one. They 
warned us of dangers against which it was sought to pro- 
vide. As early as the year 1804, the minister of the United 
States at London was instructed to invite the Britidi gov- 
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emment to enter into a negotiation on all the points on 
which a coalition might arise between the two countries; in 
the course of the war, and to propose to it an arrangement 
of their claims on fair and reasonable condition«. The in- 
vitation was accepted. A negotiation had commenced and 
was depending; and nothing had occurred to excite a doubt 
that it woidd not terminate to the satisfaction of both par- 
ties. It was at this time, and under these circumstances, 
that an attack was made by surprise on an important branch 
of American commerce, which affected every part of the 
United States, and inyolved many of their citizens in ruin. 

The commerce on which this attack was so unexpectedly 
made was between the United Utatcs and the colonies of 
France; Spain, and other enemies of Great Britain. A 
oommeroe just in itself, sanctioned by the example of Great 
Britain, in regard to the trade with her own colonies; 
sanctioned by a solemn act between the two goyemments in 
the last war, and sanctioned by the practice of the British 
goTemment in the present war, more than two years having 
elapsed without any interference with it. 

The injustice of the attack could only be equaled by 
the absurdity of the pretext alleged for it. It was pre- 
tended by the British government that, in case of war, her 
enemy had no right to modify its colonial regulations so as 
to mitigate the calamities of war to the inhabitants of its 
colonies. This pretension to Great Britain is utterly incom- 
patible with the rights of the sovereignty in every independ- 
ent State. K we recur to the well-established and universally 
admitted law of nations, we shall find no sanction to it in 
that venerable code. The sovereignty of every State is co- 
extensive with its dominioDB, and cannot be abrogated, or 
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ourtailed in ri|^t8, as to anj paii^ except' by «oiiqiie8i. 
Neatnd nations have a right to trade to eyety port of either 
belligerent which is not legally blockaded^ and in all articles 
which are not contraband of war. Such is the absnrditj 
of this pretension, that yonr committee are aware, especially 
after the able manner in which it has been heretofore refiited 
and exposed, that they wonld offer an insolt to the under- 
standing of the House if they enlarged on it; and if any- 
thing could add to the hi^ sense of the injustice of the 
British goyemment in the transaction, it would be the ooo- 
trast which her conduct exhibits in regard to this trade^ and 
in regard to a similar trade by neutrals with her own colo- 
nies. It is known to the world that Great Britain regulates 
her own trade in war and in peace, at home in her colonies^ 
as she finds for her interest — ^that in war she relaxes ike 
restraints of her colonial systems in fayor of the colonies, 
and that it neyer was suggested that she had not a right to 
do ity or that a neutral in taking adyantage of the relax** 
tion yiolated a belligerent right of her enemy. But with 
Great Britain everything b lawful. It is only in a trade 
with her enemies that the United States can do wrong. 
With them all trade is unlawful. 

In the year 1798, an attack was made by the British 
goyemment on the same branch of our neutral trade, which 
had nearly inyolved the two countries in a war. That dif- 
ference, howeyer, was amicaUy accommodated. The pre- 
tension was withdrawn and reparation mad^ to the United 
States for the losses which they had suffered by it. It was 
fair to infer from that arrangement that the commerce was 
deemed by the British goyemment lawful^ and that it wonld 
not be again disturbed. 
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Had the Britiah gorenuneat been rMolyed to oonteat 
this trade with neutrala, it waa due to the character of the 
British nation that the decision should be made known to 
the goyernment of the United States. The existence of a 
negotiation which had been invited by our goyernment^ for 
the purpose of preventing differences b j an amicable ar- 
langement of their respective pretensions^ gave a sttong 
claim to the notifioutiQn^ while it afforded the fietirest oppor- 
tunity for it But a very different policy animated the then 
cabinet of England. The liberal confidence and friendly 
overtures of the United States were taken advantage of to 
ensnare them. Steady to its purpose^ and inflexibly hostile 
to this country, the British government calmly looked for- 
ward to the moment when it might give the most deadly 
wound to our interests. A trade just in itself, which waa 
secured by so many strong and sacred pledges, was eonsid* 
eiod safe. Our dttzens, with their usual industry and 
enterprise, had embarked in it a vast proportion of their 
shipping, and of their capital, which were at sea, under no 
other protection than the law of nations, and the confidence 
which they reposed in the justice and friendship of the Brit- 
ish nation. At this period the unexpected blow was given ; 
many of our vessels were seised, carried into port and con- 
demned by a tribunal, which, while it professes to respect 
the law of nations, obeyed the mandates of its own govern^ 
ment. Hundreds of other vessels were driven from the 
ocean, and the trade itself in a great measure suppressed. 
The effect produced by this attack on the lawful commerce 
of the United States waa such as might have been expected 
from a virtuous, independent and highly injured people. 
But one sentiment pervaded the whole American nation. 
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No local interesiB were regarded ; no sordid motives felt 
Without looking to the parts which suffered most, the inva- 
sion of our rights was considered a common caose, and from 
one extremity of our Union to the other was heard the 
voice of an united people, calling on their government to 
avenge their wrongs, and vindicate the rights and honor of 
their oonntry. 

From this period the British government has gone aa 
in a continued encroachment on the rights and interests of 
the United States, disregarding in its oonrse, in many in- 
stances, obligations which have heretofore been held sacred 
by civiliied nations. 

In May, 1806, the whole coast of the continent^ firam 
the Elbe to Brest inclusive, was declared to be in a state of 
blodcade. By this act, the well-established principles of 
the law of nations, principles which have served for ages as 
guides, and fixed the boundary between the rights to beli- 
gerents and neutrals, were violated : By the law of nations^ 
as recognized by Great Britain herself, no blockade is law- 
ful, unless it be sustained by the application of an adequate 
'force, and that an adequate force was applied to this block- 
ade, in its full extent, ought not to be pretended. Whether 
Great Britain was able to maintain, legally, so extensive a 
blockade, considering the war in which she is engaged, re- 
quiring such extensive naval operations, is a question which 
it is not necessary at this time to examine. It is sufficient 
to be known that such force was not applied, and this is 
evident from the terms of the blockade itself, by which, 
comparatively, an inconsiderable portion of the coast only 
was declared to be in a state of striei a,nd rigoroui blockade. 
The objeetion to ihe measure is not diminished by that eir- 
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cumstance. If the force was not applied, the blockade was 
iinlawfnl from whatever cause the failure might proceed. 
The belligerent who institutes the blockade cannot absolve 
itself from the obligation to apply the force under any pre* 
text whatever. For a belligerent to relax a blockade, which 
it conld not maintain^ it would be a refinement in justice, 
not less insulting to the understanding than repugnant to 
the law of nati<ms. To claim merit for the mitigation of an 
evil; which the party either had not the power or found it 
inconvenient to inflict, would be a new mode of encroaching 
on neutral rights. Tour committee think it just to remark 
that this act of the British government does not appear to 
have been adopted in the sense in which it has been since 
oonstmed. On consideration of all the circumstances at- 
tending the measure, and particularly the character of the 
distinguished statesman who announced it, we are persuaded 
that it was conceived in a spirit of conciliation, and intended 
to lead to an accommodation of all differences between the 
United States and Great Britain. His death disappointed 
that hope, and the act has since become subservient to other 
purposes. It has been made by his successors a pretext for 
that vast system of usurpation which has so long oppressed 
and harassed our commerce. 

The next act of the British government which claims 
our attention is the order of council of January 7, 1807, by 
which neutral powers are prohibited trading from one port 
to another of France or her allies, or any other country with 
which Great Britain might not freely trade. By this order 
the pretension of England, heretofore claimed by every 
other power, to prohibit neutrals disposing of papts of the^ 
oaigoM at different ports of thei same enemy, is revived mi 
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with Tftst aecumnktioii ti injuiy. ETery enemy, howeTer 
great the number or distant from each other, is cemsidered 
one, and the like toade even with powers at peace with Eng- 
land, who firom motives of policy had excluded or resferainod 
her oommeroe, was also prohibited. In this act the British 
government evidently disclaimed all regard for neatnl 
lighta. Aware that the measores anthoriied by it oonld 
ind no pretext in any belligerent rights none was nrged. 
To prohibit the sale of our prodooe, conosting of iimooeiit 
articles, atanyportof a belligerent^ not blockaded, — to con- 
sider eveiy belligerent as cme, and subject neutrals to the 
same restraints witii all, as if there was but one, — woe boU 
encaroachments. But to restrain or in any manner interfere 
with our commerce" with neutral nations with whom Oreai 
Britain was at peace, and agpdnst whom she had no justift* 
able cause of war, for the sole reason that they restrained er 
exduded from their ports her commerce, was utterly in- 
compatible with ihe paoifie raUtioas subsisting between tiie 
two countries. 

We proceed to bring into view the British order in 
council of November 11th, 1807, which superseded every 
other order, and consummated that aystem of hostility on 
the commerce of the United States which has been since so 
steadily pursued. By this order all France and her allies 
and every other country at war with Great Britain, or with 
which she was not at war, from which the British flag was 
excluded and all the colonies of her enemies, were subjected 
to the same restrictions as if they were actually blockaded in 
the most strict and rigorous manner ; and all larade in arti- 
cles, the produce and manufacture of the said countries 
and colonies; and the vesscLi engsged in it^ were sulgeot to 
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cftptore and condemnatioii as lawful pnxes. To this order 
oertain ezoeptions were made^ which we forbear to notice, 
because they were not adopted from a regard to natural 
rights, but were dietated bj policy to promote the commerce 
of Engknd, and, so &r as they related to neutral powers, 
were said to emanate from^ the clemency of the Britbh goy- 
emment. 

It woilld be surperflaous in your committee to state that 
by this order the British goTemment declared direct and 
positive war against the United States. The dominion of 
the ocean was completely usurped by it, all commerce for- 
bidden, and every flag driven from it or subjected to cap- 
ture and condemnation, which did not subserve the policy 
of the British government by paying it a tribute and sailing 
under its sanction. From this period the United States 
hare inourred the heaviest losses and most mortifying hu* 
miliations. They have borne the calamities of war witiliout 
retorting them upon its authors. 

So &r your committee has presented to the view of 
the House the aggressions which have been committed, un- 
dor the authority of the British government, on the com- 
merce of the United States. We will now proceed to other 
wrongs which have been still more severely, felt. Among 
ihese is the impressment of our seamen^ a practaoe which 
has been unoeasini^y nudntaiped by Grest Britain in the 
waiB to which she has been a party since our revolution. 
Your committee cannot convey in adequate terms the deep 
sense which they entertain of the injustice and oppression 
of this proceeding. Under the pretext of impressing Brit- 
ish seamen, our fellow-citizens are seised in British ports, 
on the high seas, and in every, other quarter to which the 
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BritiBh power extends, are taken on board Biiiuh-men-of- 
war, and compelled to serve them as British subjects. La 
this mode our oitiaens are wantonly snatched fipom their 
country and their families, deprived of their liberty and 
doomed to an ignominious and slavish bondage, compelled 
to fight the battles of a fmreign country, and often to perish 
in them. Our flag has given them no protection ; it baa 
been unceasingly violated, and our vessels exposed to danger 
by the loss of the men taken from them. Your committee 
need not remark that while the practice is continued, it ia 
impossible for the United States to consider themselves aa 
independent nation. Eveiy new case is a new proof of their 
degradation. Its continuance is the more unjustifiable be- 
cause the United States have repeatedly proposed to the 
British government an arrangement which would secure to 
it the control of its own people. An exemption of the Uni* 
ted States from this degrading oppression, and their flag from 
violation, is all that they have sought. 

The lawless waste of our trade, and equally unlawful 
impressment of our seamen, have been much aggravated by 
the insults and indignities attending them. Under the 
pretext of blockading the ports and harbors of France and 
her allies^ British squadrons have been stati<med on our own 
ooast to watch and annoy our own trade. To give e&ct to 
the blockade of European ports, the ports and harbors of 
ihe United States have been blockaded. In executing these 
orders of the British government, or in obeying the spirit 
which was known to animate it, the commanders of these 
squadrons have encroached on our jurisdiction ; siesed our 
vessels and carried into effect impressments within our lim- 
its, and done other acts of great iiyustioe, violence and op- 
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prefldon. l%e United States haye seen, with feelings of 
mingled indignation and surprise, that these acts, instead of 
procoring to the perpetrators the punishment due to their 
erimes, have not failed to recommend them to the fayor of 
their government. 

Whether the British goyemment has contributed bj 
active measures to exercise against us the hostility of the 
savage tribes on our frontiers, your committee are not dis- 
posed to occupy much time in investigating. Certain indi« 
cations of general notoriety may supply the place of authen- 
tic documents ; though these have not been wanting to es- 
tablish the fact in some instances. It is known that symp- 
toms of British hostility towards the United States have 
never fiuled to produce coiresponding symptoms among 
tiioee tribes. It is also well known that, on all such occa^ 
sions, abundant supplies of the ordinary munitions of war 
have been afforded by the agents of British commercial 
companies, and even from British garrisons, wherewith they 
were enabled to commence that system of savage war&re 
on our frontier which has been, at all times, indiscriminate 
in its effects on all ages, sexes and conditions, and so revolt* 
ing to humanity. 

Your committee would be much gratified if they could 
dose here the detail of British aggressions ; but it is their 
duty to recite another act of still greater malignity than any 
of those which have been already brought to your view. 
The attempt to dismember our Union and overthrow our 
excellent constitution by a secret mission, the object of 
which was to foment discontents, and excite insurrection 
against the constituted authorities and laws of the nation, 
as lately disclosed by the agent employed in it, affords full 
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proof that there is no bound to the hostility of the Btitiflh 
goremnient towards the United States — no act^ howe^w 
nnjoBttfiable, which it would not eoatmit to aoeoin{>liah 
their min. This attempt excites the greater honor haat 
the consideration that it was made while the United States 
and Great Britain were at pesee, and sn amicable negptisr 
tion was depending between them for the aooommodation 
of their difierencee, through paUio nunisten, regnlarlj 
anihoriBed for the purpose. 

The United States have beheU, with naezampled for- 
bearanoe, this oontinned series of hostile encroach men ts on 
their rights and interests, in the hope that jieldii^ to the 
force of friendly rononBtrtaoes, ofiken rq»eatedy the British 
gOYwnment might adopt a more justr policy towards them; 
bat that hope no longer eoats. They have also weighed 
in^artiaUy the reasons which haire h^ax wgecTby the Brit- 
ish gorerement in vindication of theae encroachments, and 
found in them neither jnstificaAioa or apology. 

The British gOT^nment has alk^ed, in. vindicatioa of 
the orders in council, Uiat they were resorted to sa&jetsl- 
iation on France^ for similar aggressions committed by her 
on our neutral trade with the British dominions. But how 
has this plea been supported ? Hie. dates of all British and 
Firench ag^^ressiens are well known: to the world. Their 
origin and progress have been marked with, too wide and 
destructiTe a waste of the property of our fello«M»tisens to 
have been forgottcin. The decree of Berlin, of November 
2l8t, 1806, was the fmt aj^;ie8rion <^ France in the prea> 
ent war. Eighteen months had then, elapsed, afi;er the air 
tack made by Great Britain on our neutral trade, with the 
colonies of FnBoe,aiid,.her alljii, aiyJTsiT montha. fronviha 



date of tlie prooknuitiaii of May, 1806. Btoi on the 7th 
Jamuoy, 1807, the date of the first British order in eoun- 
eil, 80 short a time had di^paed after the Berlin deoree, that 
It was hardly poenhle that the inteUigenee of it should haye 
naehed the United States. A retaliation whioh is to pro- 
inoe its effect^ hj qMrating on a neutral power, ought not 
to he resorted to till the neutral had justified it by a culpa- 
ble aeqiaesoeBce in the unkwfdl act of the other belligerent. 
It ought to be delayed until after suffieient time had beooL* 
allowed to the neotml to remooslrate against the measwe 
eomplained of to reod^e an answer, and to act on' it^ which 
had not been done m the present instanee ; and when the 
Older of November 11th was issned, it is well known thatm 
minister of Franee had deolared to the minister plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States at Paris, that it was not intended 
that the deoiee of Bwlin sheald apply to the United States. 
It is equally well known that no Ameiioan Tessel had then 
been condemned -under it, or seisure been made. The facts 
prove inoontestibly that the measures of Eranoe, however 
unjustifiably in themselves, were nothing more than a'pre- 
text for those of England. And of the ihsofficienoy of that 
pretext, ample proof hasabready been afforded by the British 
government itself, and in the most impressive form, al- 
though it has declared that the osdeis in council were.retel- 
iatory on France for her decrees. It was also declared, and 
iuHhe orders themselveB, that owing to the superiority of 
the British navy, by which the fleets of Franee and her 
allies were confined within her own ports, the French decrees 
were considered only as empty threats. 

It is no justifieation of the wrongs of one power, that 
ihel&e wereeommittodbynnother; nor ou^^ the fao^ tf 
86* 
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trae, to haye been urged by eiUier^ as it oould sflfotd oo 
proof of its lore of justicei of ita ma^nanimily, or eyen 
of ilB oounge. It is more worthy the goyemmeiit of a 
great nation to relieye than to aasail the injured. Nor can a 
repetition of the wrongs by another power repair the yii^ted 
rights or wounded honw of the injured party. An utter 
inability alone to resist would justify a quiet surrender of 
our rights, and degrading submission to the will of others. 
To that condition the United States are not reduced, j^ar do 
they fear it. That they oyer consented to discuss with 
either power the misconduct of the other, is a proof of their 
loye of peaee, of their moderation, and of the hope which 
they still indulged, that friendly appeals to just and genec^ 
ons sentiment would not be made to them in yain. Bui 
the motiye was mistaken, if their forbearance was imputed, 
either to the want of a just sensibility to thdr wrongs, or 
of a' determination, if suitable redress was not obtained, to 
resent them. The time has now arriyed when this i^stem 
of reasoning must cease. It would be insulting to repeat 
it; it would be degrading to hear it. The United States 
must act as an independent nation, and assert jtheir righti 
and ayenge their wrongs^ according to their own estimate 
of them, with the party who commits them, holding it 
lesponaible for its own misdeeds unmitig»ted by those of 
another. 

For the difference made between Great Britain rtid 
France, by the application of the non-importation act 
against England only, the motiye has been already too often 
explained, and is too well known to require further illastra- 
tion. In the commercial restrictions to which the United 
States resorted as an eyidence of their sensifaility, and a 
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mild retaliation of tfaeir wrongs, ihej invariably plaoed both 
powers on the same footing, holding to each, in respect to 
itself, the same accommodation, in case it accepted the con- 
dition offered; and in respect to the other, the same re- 
straint^ if it refused. Had the British government con- 
firmed the arrangement which was entered into with the 
British minister in 1809, and France maintained her de- 
crees, wonld the United States have had to resist, with 
the firmness belonging to their character, the continned 
violation of their rights ? The committee do not hesitate to 
declare that France has greatly injured the United States, and 
that sstiBfactory reparation has not yet been made f<Mr many 
of those injuries ; but that is a concern which the United 
States will look to and settle for themselves. The high 
ebaraoter of the American people is a sufficient pledge to 
the world, that they will not fiiil to settle it on conditions 
which they have a right to daim. 

More recently, the true policy of the British govenunent 
towards the United States has been completely unfdded. 
It has been publicly declared by those in power that the 
orders in council should not be repealed until the French 
government had revoked all its internal restraints on the 
British commerce, and that the trade of the United States 
with France and her allies should be prohibited until Great 
Britain was also allowed to trade with them. By this 
declaration, it appears, that to satisfy the pretensions <^ the 
British government, the United States must join Great 
Britain in the war with France, and prosecute the war untQ 
France should be subdued, for without her subjugation it 
were in vain to presume on such a concession. The hostil- 
ity of the Britidi government to these States has been still • 
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4mih«r diadoaed. It has been made vmaiSmiL tint the 
United States a;re ecmsideTed by it m liie eommattaal iml 
of Great Britain, and that their prosperity and growth are 
incompatible with her welfare. When all these circnin- 
etances are taken into oonmderatioD, it is impossible for your 
eommittee to donbt the motives whieh have governed the 
British ministry in all its measures towards the United 
States since the year 1805. Equally is H u^nerible to 
donbt, longer, the oonrse whieh the United States oegbt to 
pnrane toirards Gteat Britain. 

From this Tiew of the multiplied wrongs ^ the British 
goTcmment, since the oommenceinent of the present war, it 
mnst be evident to the inyMrtUd woHd that the oontesi 
which is now forced on 4Jie United States is ndioallj a 
contest for their sorereignty and independence. Tonr eoaa- 
mittee will not enlarge on any of the injuries, ho^reTer 
great, which have had a transitory effect They wish to 
call tiie attention of the Hooae to those of a pariiaimntary 
nature only, whieh intrench so deeply on onr most iv^Mit- 
ant rights, and woond so extensively and vitally aox best 
interests, as ooidd not fail to derive the United States of 
the principal advantages of their revoklion, if snbnitted 
to. The control of onr commetce by Great Britain in i^- 
ulating at pleasore, and enpftlling it almost fiom.ihe oeeaa ; 
the (^ressive manner in which these legnlationa have been 
carried into effaot, by seiaiiig and confiscating soeh of onr 
vessels, with their cargoes, as were said to have violated her 
edicts, often withont previous warning of thdr danger; the 
impressment of our dtiiens from on board our own vessels, 
on the high seas, and elsewhere, and holding tiiem in bond- 
age until it suited the convenience of tiiese oppressora to 
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Mmr them iq>, Joe niwroMhinflBtn of thai lufh tad daa- 
g&moB iendeiiey whii^ ooold not fail to pxodnoe that penu- 
<noiiB effeet, nor would those be the only oooaeqaenoes that 
would resolt from it. The BritiBh ^oiremment might for a 
while be sataafiad with the aaoendanqy thus gained oyer ns, 
but ita pnetensiaiia would soon increaae. The proof whioh 
80 oonqilete and diafpraoeful « anbmiaaioa to ita authority 
woold afford of our degeneEacy, oonld not fail to inspire 
confidaaAe thai then was no limit to whieh its usuxpations 
«Dd our degiadataons m^ht not he oaniad. 

You oowimittee itaUemg that the freeborn soua of 
Amaneatte wovihy to enjof the liberty whioh their fittham 
purehaaed at the priee of mueh blood and treasure, and see* 
ing, In ^tfie neamoee adopted by Great Britain, a course 
eommeneed and persisted in whidn mi|^t lead to a loss of 
national oharaoter and kkdependaaoe, feel no hentation in 
adyising reostanoe by foroOi in which the Americans of the 
praaeni day will prove to the enemy and to the world that 
we have not only inherited that liberty whkh oar fathers 
gave us, but also the will and jxnoer to maintain it. Bely- 
ing on the patriotism of the nation, and confidently trusting 
that the Lord of Hosts will go with us to battle in a right- 
eous cause, and erown our efforts with success — your com- 
mittee recommend an inunediate appeal to ARMS. 

AN ACT 

Dedaring War between the UmUd Kingdom of Cheat BrUam and Ire- 
land, and the dq>endenciet thereof, and the United Statet of America 
and ^eir ierritoriee. 
Be it enacted hy the Senate and Bbuee of Repmenta-. 

Hve$ of ike Umted SkUet in Omgrem oeeenMed, That 
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WA& be, iud the same is haehy deelared to eziflty beiireen 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and the 
dependencies thereof, and the United States of Amerioa 
and their territories ; and that the Preudent of the United 
States be, and he is, hereby adthoriied to nse the whole land 
and naval force of the United Statee, to oanj the same into 
effect, and to issue to private armed yessels of the United 
States commissions, or letten of marque and general repn- 
sals, in such fonn as he shall think proper, and under the 
eeal of the United States, against the vessels, goods and 
effects of the government of the same United Kingdom of 
Gteai Britain and Ireland, and of the snbjeots thereoL 

JiuM 18, 1812. 

Approved,— Jambs Madison. 

On the final passage of the act in the Senate, the vote 
vraa 19 to 13-4a the House 79 to 49. 



By the Pretidmt of the United SuUet of A 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas the Congress of the United States, by virtue 
of the constituted authority vested in them, have declared 
by their act, bearing date the 18th day of the present month, 
that war exists between the United Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, and the dependencies thereof, and the 
United States of America and their territories: Now, 
therefore, I, James Madison, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the same to all whom 
it may concern } and I do especiaUy enjoin on all persons 
holding office, civil or military, under the authority of the 
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Umted States, that they be Tigilant and zealous in dis- 
charging the dnties riespectiTelj incident thereto: and I 
do moreoTcr exhort all the good people of the United States, 
as they love their eoantry, — as they yalne the precions her- 
itage derived from the virtue and valor of their &thei8, — as 
they feel the wrongs which have forced on them the last re- 
sort of injured nations, — and as they consult the best means 
under the blessings of Divine Providence, of abridging its 
calamities, — ^that they exert themselves in preserving order, 
in promoting concord, in maintaining the authority and the 
efficacy of the laws, and in supporting and invigorating all 
the measures which may be adopted by the constituted au- 
thorities, for obtaining a speedy, a just, and an honorable 
peace. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand, 
L. S. and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed 

to these presents. 
Bone at the City of Washington the nineteenth day of June 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve, and of the In- 
dependence of the United States the thirty-sixth. 

(Signed) James Madison, President 

(Signed) Jamss Moneob, Secretary of State. 



GENERAL GEOBQE ROGERS CLARK. 
This gentleman, though his history has never yet been 
written, was undoubtedly one of the most eminent men and 
purest patriots the country has ever produced, fruitful as it 
has been in great men and disinterested patriots. And for 
decision^ energy, forethought, good sense and intrepiditji 
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kewill wmjtM fvnmAAj mOk 93aj gBom^ 
tionary W«r. In the Weet lie ma one of the best, if aok 
tlie best, soldier that e^er led«i amy agunst the wKWg^ 
foroe. fie has been esteemed, too, the most eztraoidinaiy 
military geains which Yirgimay of which Stete he was s 
native, has e^er prednoed, aU^ngh tiie field of his openi- 
tions was the remote wildemasa ef -the West. JiH%e Ball, 
a biographer of Genend fianrisoa, deokees him to haf* 
been a man itf eztiaoidinacy talents and energy of oharac 
ter, and possessed of a military genina, whksh enabfad him 
to plan with oonsmnmato wiadom, and to ezeento his designs 
with deeiaicm and promptitode. 

His great mind readily oonpi^eDded themtoaftam «C 
the country, and he made himself acquainted with ihe ts|»> 
giaphy of the lAate region «nd ihe localities of the ene- 
mies fotts, as well as ihe stsength of iiheir fcnss. His 
possessed the rare iacnlfy of penetrating -&» designs of his 
antagonist, thus beceming infomed of the aetoal candition 
and movements of the enemy, fie conld thflrofiofe dedvce 
his subsequent operations and his ulterior dewgni^ and 
hence was enaUed to anticipate and defeat all his plans and 
moTements before they were matured. In the ezeouiion 
of his plana, his movements were made with such {nreoision 
and celerity, and oonditotod with such consummate judg- 
ment, that success was always doubly ensured. General 
Washington entertained the highest opinion of his charac- 
ter, talents and military genius, and long hentated whether 
he would appoint him or << Mad'' Anthony Wayne to the 
conmiand of the army design^ to chastise the north-western 
Indians afler the defeat of General St. Glair. He only se- 
lected General Wayne becanse he was wmpdM to makeii 
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olioiiee betareen them — ^not because he believed ^Uier poe* 
aesBed soperior qualificatioiiB or ohiimB as a general. 

Geneial Churk, it has afareadj been stated, waa a natiTe 
of yirginia, and waa born in 1742. In hie penoaal i^ 
peaianee he waa oomiwanding and d^nifiad^ and waa w^ 
oahmlated to attraet attention. Hia perafMial appearanee 
waa rendered particalarly agreeable by the manlinew of lya 
deportment, the inteUigenoe of hia oonveiaation, and, above 
all, by the viTaoity of hia mannera and the boldneaa of hia 
afiirit lor enterfwiae. 

Early in the Bevolntknaiy War, while^ a pmate oitii- 
len, holding no commiaaion, oivil or militaiy, he dkH^ 
gniahed himaell by hia efinia to proteet the frodtiw aettle- 
aenta of Virginia and North Carolina agaiaat the inoBiaiana 
of the Indiana. He led the party whioh made the firataal- 
ikment afc the fidla. of: the Ohio, where an improvement 
waa oommeneed, fronir whieh the aplendid, flourialung and 
wealthy cily of Looiaville haa grown vsp* 

Qenend Clark waa the leading ooawniwaioner in negod- 
aiing a treaty between the United Stataa and the chieliB and 
wazrieiB of the Shawanee nation, inolading a part of the 
Belawaiea, at the month of the big Miami, in Jannaiy, 
1786, by which the United Stataa were acknowledged to be 
the aofo and abaolote aorereigna of all the tenitoiy ceded 
hj the treaty of peace with Great Britain, in 1788. 

Thia treaty waa negotiated at Fort Washington, wheve 
there were, at the time, a ganiaon of only aeventy troopa. 
All the Indiana in conncil appear^ peaeeaUe, except three 
hnndted Shawaneeae, whoae chief made a boiaterooa apeeeh, 
and then placed on the table hia belt of black and white 
wampum, to indicate that he was prepared for peaae or waa^ 
87 
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This act of daring and defiance of tbeir cbief was applauded 
by the three hundred Sbawaneese warriors, by one of 
their terriffio' war-whoops. At the table sat Commissary- 
General Clark and General Richard Butler. Nowise intim- 
idated by this war-like demonstration, General Clark with 
his cane coolly pndied the wampom from the table, and 
then rising, as the savages mattered their indignation, he 
trampled the belt under his feet, and with a yoice of author- 
ity ordered them instantly to quit the hall. His boldness, 
assumed superiority, and disregard of the saTsge threat, had 
such an efilBct upon them that they returned the next day 
and sued for peace. 

After the massacre of Wyoming, in 1778, he took oom- 
mand of a body of troops designed to operate against the 
Indians, and to protect the frontiers against their murderous 
AicuiBions. His yigilance extended to the bordfiis along 
and near the Monongahela and southward to the Euanhawa. 
In that year he superintended the construction of Fort Fln- 
castle, afterwards Fort Henry, for the protection <^ die in- 
habitants in the vicinity of Wheeling Creek, as well as 
other settlements north and south of that point, near the 
Ohio River. His expedition to the Mississippi, in the same 
year, with the view of taking possesion of it on behalf of 
Virginia, was conducted with so much skill, judgment and 
boldness as to give him a rank amongst the first mililaij 
men of his day. 

When the commonwealth of Virginia sent him a colo- 
nels commission, accompanied with a warrant to raise a 
regiment of volunteers, and for that purpose to make con- 
tracts on the credit of the State, they did not furnish him 
with funds for that purpose, but left him to procure them 
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in the besfc way he eould, either on their credit or on hia 
own. Yet such was his perseyerance and energy, and so 
unbounded was his confidence in the honor of his native 
State, and soeh was his influence with the people <^ the 
West, who knew his bravery and military talents, that he 
Boon raised a regiment of hardy Kentackians, whom he 
inspired with his own spirit; and having attached them 
warmly to his person, led them to the Mississippi, and cap- 
tared the posts at Ejiskaskia and Cahokia. The inhabitants 
of those villages, on receiving a promise of protection, took 
the oath of aUegiance to the United States. 

At the same time Governor Hamilton was at Fort Yin- 
cennes, making his arrangements to capture Clark and his 
band ci heroes, which he expected to accomplish with but 
fitike dijfficulty. He was aware, however, of Hamilton's 
purpose, and also of the danger of his own situaticm, and 
detennined to antidpate his enemy. Having left a sufficient 
number of men to ensure the safety of the conquests he 
had already made, he proceeded with the residue by a forced 
maieh through swamps and quagmires to the Wabash| 
where he arrived without the loss of a man, though the 
country was so flooded that they were sometimes compelled 
to swim. The advance of the troops was so arranged as to 
bring them to the village before the dawn of day, and before 
the governor waa advised of their movement from the Mis- 
sissippi. The consequence was, the post waa earned by 
storm, and the governor and his troops made prisoners of 
war. The expedition was not excelled in difficulty and 
suffering, or in daring courage, by the memorable march of 
Arnold to Quebec, in 1775. 

Qeoend Obrk^ in starting on the enterpriss against 
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Kaskaskia and Oaliokia, embariced villi hia ragMaent afc dia 
Falls, and descended the Ohio to some point not far from 
the month of the Wabash^ where he landed a part of his 
men ; and, having ordered the readne to proceed with the 
boats and baggage to the month of the Ohio^ and thenoe to 
Kaskaskia, proceeded acroflB the eiomxtry by the most direot 
roate to the same place. When he airired in si^t of the 
village^ the inha)»tants were as much surprised as if thej 
had seen him descend from ihe doods. As the proviskms 
brought in the knapsacks of his men were nearly ezhaosted| 
and many days mnst elapse hetare the amTal of his hoatSy 
he was admonished to act promptly and without dday. 

For the p«urpose of magmfying his force in the estima- 
tion of the town and garrison, as soon as he came in sin^l 
h^ ordaied his men to maroh in sooh a circiiitoiis w«*itr 
that ^ formation <^ the intervening gronad led the eaemy 
to see and connt them twice or thrice^ withomt diseoTering 
the deception. He then halted, and with a part of his mea 
and a flag, advanoed to the fort, and deoumded an immedi- 
ate snzrender, on the penalty <^ receiving no qaarter in 
case of areiiisi^. The inhabitants at once sutmdtted. The 
commandant of the frnt, in the soiprise of the momenty 
Mkmed the example^ and surrendered the garrison priaoa* 
era of war without firing a gan. Having thua oqptared 
Kaekaskia, he proceeded to Gahokia, thirty milea distant^ 
which surrendered at onoe. 

These conquests were adiieved betoe the arrival of the 
boats, and were immediately made known to the British 
governor of Yincennes, by some friend, who stated at the 
same time, the diminutive force by which the dbject was 
aaoomplished. The govenuff immediately prcjeoled & plaa 
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to BurpriBe tli6 Ameiioaiie, and re-take ibe posts. In tlie 
meantime the boats aniyed with the residue of the regi- 
ment; when Qeneral Clark, leaving a sufficient number of 
men to retain the posts he had captured, marched without 
loss of time to Yinoennes. Having waded through mud 
and water for several days, he approached the Wabash Biver, 
which was so flooded that his men were frequency up to their 
arm-pits in water; yet they were not disheartened, nor did 
tiieir devotion to their heroic leader in the least degree 
abate until Yincennes, its garrison and governor, wexe in 
their hands, as ahready seen. 

General Clark succeeded in retaining military possession 
of that extensive country till the close of the war of the 
revolution, and by that means secured it to the United States. 
The fact is well known that in arranging the articles of the 
treaty of peace, at Puis, the British commissioners insisted 
on the Ohio River as part of the northern boundary of the 
United States, and that the Count de Yergennes favored 
that claim. It appears also from the diplomatic oorreq>ond- 
ence on that subject, that the only tenable ground on which 
the American commissioners relied to sustain their claim to 
the lakes, as the boundary, was the fact that Qeneral 
Clark had conquered the country, and was in the undisputed 
military possession of it at the time of the negotiation. 
That fact was affirmed and admitted, and was the~chief 
ground on which the British commissioners reluctantiy 
abandoned their pretensions. 

These, however, are only a few of the many great and 

valuable services rendered his country by this noble-minded 

man and true-hearted soldier. And all this was aocom- 

]^Iiahedy too^ almost literally cm his own eredit^ and by his 

87* 
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own maided entefprise. Yirgiaia nmAer seat liin noD^ 
nor means when ehe sent him a oomaiiflsion, with penniBBon 
to raise mea and money as he mi^t be able. The Stele 
ha^ng no credit, he was compelled to relj solelj on his own 
efforts to raise and eqoip troops, and to feed and doflie thean 
during the term of their service, which oontumed to Hm 
end of the war. The task was a hereuteaa one^ and few 
other men oonld have accomplished it. Nodung but the 
most devoted attachment to the country could have pfcmpted 
lum to nndertake it, and to persevere as he did; and, at all 
events, nothing else could have prompted him to peraewe 
in his patriodo laboxs after the indignities to which he was 
constantly subjected. 

Though holding condnsive evidence of the authority 
npon which he acted from the legislaifoie of Yirginia, his 
drafts iqx>n that State in &v<or of those who had advaaoed 
means to enable him to equip, feed and clothe hie troops, 
were diiihoaored, and for lea8om^ tooy of the most humilia- 
ting chanoter; bat even this did not shake his puipoae, or 
induce him fcft a moment to relax his patiiotio efforts. As 
his difteulties multiplied, his resolution gained strength ; 
and when his credit failed, and he was cut off from every 
other resouce, he resdved to sustain his troops, and pre- 
serve his conquests, by the strong arm of power. 

After we^hing all the consequences both to himadf and 
his country, he resorted to force loans, and by thai haiaid- 
ous expedient accomplished the object nearest his heart, 
which was the preservation of his conquesto until the doee 
of the war. He issued an order, as commandant of the 
regiment, directed to two or three of his officers, command- 
mg them to entcff on the premisea of thep«aonadesigMted) 
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in the order, requested the property there found, and re- 
more it to the pablio store, for the exclusiYe use of tiie 
troops. An exact inventory and careful yaliiation of the 
property was ordered to be made, that the amount might be 
made good by the legislature of Yir^ia. By this expedi* 
ent, and this only, he was enabled to maintain the posts he 
had conqaered on the Mississippi and the Wabash till the 
termination of the war, and thus save to tbe nation the 
vast territory lying between the Ohio Riyer and the Itkes. 

The persons whose property was sold under this order 
of Ckneral Olark, eommenoed suit against him, obtained 
judgments, and portions of his own private property were 
sold to satisfy these demands contracted for the exclusive 
benefit of the country. After the close of the war the leg- 
islature of Yirginia made an appropriation of one hundred 
and fifty thousand acres of land lying on the Ohio River, 
oppofflte to Louisville, for the nse of the officers and soldiers 
of General Clark's regiment ; but at that day it was of bat 
very little value, and was long since disposed of at mere 
nominal prices. 

Thus it appears that one of the most distinguished and 
valuable officers of the revolution, who had performed ser- 
vices of the most incalculable importance, was not only 
treated with cold neglect, but was subjected to the payment 
of debts and claims incurred for the support of his troops, 
to a very large amount. The cruel ingratitude to which he 
was doomed, for which no justifiable cause can be assigned, 
and the comparative poverty which made him almost a pen- 
sioner on the bounty of his relatives, was more than he 
cotlld bear. 

A person familiar with the lives and character of the 
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militATj yeteranfl of Borne, in the days of her greatest power, 
might readily have selected this remurkable man as a speci- 
men of the model he had formed of them in Lk own mind. 
But he has fallen a victim to his ezbreme sensibility, and 
to the ingratitude of his native State, under whose banner 
he had fought so bravely, and with such eminent success. 
But the time must come when the people of Louisville and 
of his native State, at least, will render the debt of grati- 
tude they owe to the memory of this distinguished man, 
however forgetful the nation may be of his eminent services. 
It is a reproach upon the character of his native State, that 
she will not easily rid herself of; and never, except by a 
full and ample atonement for the base ingratitude done to 
this most worthy son. 

The above particulars of the life of General Clark are 
prin<»pally taken &om Burnet's Notes on the North-western 
Territory, and Monette's Talley of the Mississippi. With 
the example of such an undo before him, it is not very 
strange that Colonel Croghan should know haw to fighL 
The sketeh, meager as it is, compared with his pre-eminent 
merits, it is thought will be found interesting, and fully to 
justify general reference to him. It is only to be regretted 
that one who has done so much for his country could not 
have found a biographer worthy his deeds and his fame. 
This evil should have been corrected long since. The life 
of scarcely any man in America would be found more re- 
plete with sterling and brilliant events than that of George 
Bogers Clark, or to afford a brighter example for the imita- 
tion of the rising generation. 
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GENERAL HARRISON'S DEATH AND BURIAL. 

The following detailed account of General Harrison's 
last illness and burial was compiled principally from the 
Washington " Intelligencer'' and " Madisonian/' and the 
New York " Observer." It will undoubtedly possess a 
permanent interest as a chapter in the history of Uie times, 
long after the generation in which the melancholy event to 
which it refers shall have passed atray. The general par- 
ticulars of his death have been elsewhere given. 

ACCOUNT OP THE PRESIDENT'S LAST HOURS. 

Saturday, 1 o'clock, P. M.— Br. Alexander of Balti- 
more has just visited the President's chamber, and pro- 
nounces him better, giving all his friends reason to indulge 
in hope. The good news spreads all over the city with joy- 
ful alacrity. 

2 o'clock. — ^The &vorable symptoms continue. 

8 o'clock.— The symptoms are becoming ahurming ; a 
diarrhea is threatened. 

Half-past 3 o'clock. — ^The alarm of General Harrison's 
friends are very great : the symptoms grow worse, and his 
case becomes more dangerous than ever. The medical men 
begin to doubt, if not to despair, and to speak in a manner 
and tone that hardly give us hope. 

4 o'clock. — The news of increased danger flies over the 
city, and all are inquiring, and in all directions. 

5 o'clock. — The President wanders, and is at times quite 
insensible. All his symptoms are worse. His family hang- 
ing in anxiety over his bedside, his physicians watching 
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every motion. Hib diairhea grows worse, and leaves hardly 
a hope, 80 rapidly does it prostrate his strength. 

6 o'olock. — ^The members of the Cabinet have been 
summoned to ihe Ftesidenf s; Mr. Granger just gave the 
akrm to his associates. The symptoms all worse. His 
pAiysieiaiis give him up. The dreadfnl report fills all with 
consternation. The danger of lomng the good and venera- 
ble man now breaks folly upon ns all. 

10 o'clock. — ^RepcHTts from the siek chamber for the last 
four hours have all been worse. The pnlse beats feebler 
and feebler every minute. His flesh has become cold and 
clammy. During this time, General Harrison has spoken 
his last words, after which he fell into a state of insensibil- 
ity. At a quarter of nine, Dr. Worthington at his bedside, 
he said (and it is presumed he was addressing Goyemor 
Tyler),- 

SlE, — I VnrSH YOU to UNDSftSTANB THE TBTJE PBXNCI- 
PUB8 or THE GOVERNMENT. I WISH THEM CABBISD 0€T. 
I ASK NOTHING MORE. 

This is the dying injunction of die good old mitn, made, 
Dr. Worthiugton says, in a strong tone of voice. 

All the members of the Cabinet, except Mr. Badger, 
for three hours past, have been in a chamber near the Pres- 
ident's sick room. Their spirits, of course, are sadly de- 
pressed by this melancholy event, but they are preparing 
for the mournful duty that devolves upon them. 

11 o'clock. — ^Tbc President yet lingers. The White 
House has been thronged by citizens of all classes, fearfully 
inquiring into the President's health. He is insensible, 
feeble indeed, and no one now indulges in hope. All prep- 
arations are making as for a man already dead. The con- 
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sdftftioiifl of fe%i<Hi have all along been administered. He 
has been calm, and manifested no fear of death. The phy- 
sicians are just using the last remedies their skill deviseS; 
but with no hope of any favorable result. 

12} o'clock. — General Harrison has just breathed his 
lasty and without a struggle. He has been insensible for a 
long while, and the last words he spoke were to Dr. Wor- 
thington. Most anxious and deeply affected friends are 
weeping around his chamber. What a dreadful blow has 
struok the land I 

1 o'clock^ A. M. — ^The members of the Cabinet, after 
performing their last mournful duties to the departed Pres- 
ident, are preparing a letter to the Yice-President, announc- 
ing the fact officially. The chief clerk of the State Depart- 
ment, Fletcher Webster, Esq., is dispatched with it, and 
he will reach Mr. Tyler by Monday noon, who will proba- 
bly be here Wednesday or Thursday the latest. 

OFFICIAL LBTTBR TO THB VICB-PKESIBENT. 

WABHDiOTOjr, April 4, 1841. 

<< To John Ttlbr, Vice President of the United States. 

n Sir : — ^It has become our most painful duty to inform 
you that William Hbnkt Harrison, late President of 
the United States, has departed this life. 

" This distressing event took place this day, at the Pres- 
ident's mansion in this city, at thirty minutes before one in 
the morning. 

'^ We lose no time in dispatching the chief clerk in the 
State Department, as a special messenger, to bear you these 
melancholy tidings. 
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<< We hxve the honor to be^ with the highest legitd, 
jour obedient aervants, 

Daniel Webster, Sec'ry of State. 
Thos. Ewing, Sec'ry of the Treaaniy. 
John Bell, Sec'ry of War. 
John J. Grittendsn, Attorney-General. 
Francis Granosr, PoBtniaster-(xen." 



ABRANGSMENTS FOB THE FT7KERAL. 

WABHiiiaTOV, April 4, 1841. 

Hie cironmstances in which we are placed by the death 
of the President render it indispensable for us, in the recess 
of Congress and in the absence of the Yice-President, to 
make arrangements for the funeral solemnities. Haying 
consulted with the family and personal friends of the de- 
oeasedy we have concluded that the funeral be solemnised 
on Wednesday, the 7th instant; at 12 o'clock. The reli- 
gious serrioes to be performed according to the usages of 
the Episcopal Church, in which church the deceased usually 
worshiped. The body is to be taken from the P^sident'a 
House to the Congress Burying Ground, accompanied by a 
military and dvio procession, and deposited in the reoeir- 
ingtomb. 

The military arrangements to be under the direction of 
Major-General Macomb, the General Commanding in Chief 
of the Army of the United States, and Major-General Wal- 
ter Jones, of the Militia of the District of Columbia. 

Commodore Morris, the Senior Captain in the Navy 
now in the dtyi to have the direction of the naval arrange- 
ments. 
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Tke Marshal of the District to have the direction of the 
civic prooefiaoB, assisted by the Mayors of Washington, 
Georgetown, and Alexandria, the Clerk of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and such other citizens as they 
may see fit to call to their aid. 

John Quincy Adams, ex-President of the United StateSi 
Members of Congress now in the city or its neighborhood, 
«11 the members of the Diplomatic body resident in Wash- 
ington, all officers of government, and citizens generally, 
are invited to attend. 

And it is respectfully recommended to the officerB of 
government that they wear the usual badge of mourning. 
Daniel Webster, Sec'ry of State 
Thos. Ewino, Sec'ry of the Treasury. 
John Bell, Seo'ry of War. 
John J. Ciuttsndsn, Attomey-General. 
Francis Granger, PoatmasterOeneral. 

ARRIVAL OF THE VICE-PRESIBENT. 

At 12 o'clock, all the Heads of Departments, except the 
Secretary ^f the Navy (who has not yet returned to the 
city, from his visit to his family), waited upon the IHoe- 
President to pay him their official and personal respects. 
They were received with all the politeness and kindness 
which charaeteriied the new President He sigmfied his 
deep feeling of the public calamity sustained by the death 
of President ELarrison, and expressed his profound sensi- 
bility of the heavy responsibilities so suddenly devolved 
upon himself. He spoke of the present state of thingii 
with great concern and seriousness, and made known his 
wishes that the several Heads of Departments would con- 
88 
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tinne to fill the places whioli they now tespectiyely oeeapy, 
and bis oonfidenoe that they would afford all the aid in their 
power to enable him to cany on the administration of the 
goremment sncceBsfuUy. 

The Prbsidsnt then took and subacrihed the following 
oath of office : 

I do solemnly swear that I will faithfjodly ezeente the 
offioe of President of the United States, and will, to the 
best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend, the Con- 
stitntion of the United States. John Ttlkr. 

April 6, 1841. 

District o» Columbia, } 

City and County of Washington, ) **' 

I, William Cranch, Chief Justice of the Circuit Court 
of the I>istriet of Columbia, certify that the above-named 
JoHK Ttlkr personally appeared before me this day, and, 
although he deems himself qualified to perform the duties 
and exercise the powers and office of the President on the 
death of William Hsnrt Harrison, late President of 
the United States, without any other oath than that which 
he has taken as Yice-Preaident, yet, as doubts, may ante, 
and for greater caution, took and subscribed the foregoing 
oath before me. W. Cbanch. 

April 6, 1841. 

FUNERAL CEREMONIES. 

It was not until Wednesday, that the full force of the 
bereavement was felt by the public mind, when to all who 
about five weeks before had witnessed the spectacle of the 
inauguration, there was now presented the very different 
spectacle of a funeral — and the funeral of that very inaug- 
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urated Chief Magistrate. The day itself — the clouds oov- 
ering the heavens — ^resembled the Fourth of llaroh. The 
numerous flage ftt half-mast, and hung with crape, met the 
eye wherever it was turned; while the ear was saluted with 
the deep thunder of heavy cannon, as at short intervals the 
melancholy sound came through the air. The stream of 
human beings continued to pour into the city froip all quar- 
ters until 12 o'clock, and although it ma supposed all the 
States of the Union sent the materials that constituted the 
host at the Inauguration, there seemed really to be as many 
to-day in the city as on the Fourth of March. 

At sunrise the sound of cannon from the several mili- 
tary stations ia the vicinity of the city heralded the melan- 
eholy occasion which was to assemble the oitiiens of the 
district and its neighborhood, and minute guns were fixed 
during the morning. In entire consonance with those 
mournful sounds was the nsptct of the whole dty, as well 
its dwellings as its population. The buildings on each side 
of the entire length of the Pennsylvania avenue, with 
scarcely an exception, and many houses on the contiguous 
streets, were hung with festoons and streamers of black, 
not only about the signs and entrances, but in many cases 
from all the upper stories. Almost every private dwelling 
had crape upon the knocker and bell-handle of its door, and 
many of the very humblest abodes hung out some sponta- 
neous signal of the general sorrow. The stores and places 
of business, even such as are too irequently seen open on 
the Sabbath, were all closed. Everything like business 
seemed to have been forgotten, and all minds to be occupied 
with the purpose of the day. The great point of attraction 
was the President's Mansion. Toward that, all steps, all 
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thonghta were tending. The Borthem portico of tbe Man- 
non was hang with long haimefs of black, extending from 
ooloam to oolamn. The iion gates of the enelossre in fioni 
were closed, saTe when the Foreign Ministeis, Members of 
the Cabinet; the attending Ph jsicians, the Clergj, the Judi- 
ciary and ladieS; were admitted, preparatory to their taking 
the places assigned them in the funeral proeession. 

At the cAtianee of the Mansion, the diessings of black 
presented themselves on eyery side, descending from tho 
lofty ceiling to the fioor. The great chandelier, with the 
immense mirrors of the east room^ and other articles of 
f uraitore, were enTcloped in the sable symbols ; while in 
the centre of the room reposed the iUnstrioms detMi — ^the 
body being contained in a coffin eOTcred with rich silk yel- 
ret, over which was thiowB the paU of simiUir material. 
Under the lid of the coffin was a gkss, through which could 
be seen the face <^ the late President. The expression wa» 
calm and natural : his white hair lying close to his head, and 
his features regular and peaceful,, as if they had been quietly 
composed to their last long sleep. It was impossible to es- 
cape oontiasting this laaoTeless repose of death with tho 
incessant aetirity of the living individnal, when receiving 
the visits of the people, or transacting business with those 
who called. What little of form or ceremony remained 
about the Government was extinguished by the late Ptesi- 
dent. 

The first semi-circle around the coffin was composed of 
about forty clergymen of different denominations in and 
near the district. Opposite to these, encircling the head 
of the coffin, sat the Vice-President and the Cabinet, except 
Mr. Badger, who had gone to North Carolina. On the 
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lefit of the Cabinet were Messrs. Forsjtb, Poinsett and 
Paulding^ also Mr. Adams. In their rear sat the Foreign 
Ministers, in their gorgeoos dresses of gold and silyer lace, 
stars, epaulets and other insignia peculiar to monarchical 
governments, and strongly contrasting with the severe sim- 
plicity of all around, especially the simplieity of death. 
Immediately behind the clergy were the' mourners, about 
fifteen or twenty in number, including the ^'faithful women,'' 
who *' did what they could" to minister to the last wants of 
their departed relative and fnend. The next semi-circle was 
composed of the attending and consulting physicians, and 
the twenty-four pall-bearers, all with white sashes. Officers 
of the government of various grades, ladies and others, tdio 
had the privilege of admission, filled the room, which was 
not crowded, the thousands of the people bdng outdde even 
the gates of the great front lawn, and maintaining the most 
profound stillness and exemplary order. In fiust, the pop- 
ulation had, as if by common consent, extended itself in 
very equal masses along the whole distance of a mile and 
a half from the Mansion to the Gapitd. The passage-way 
within the spacious front lawn was filled with mourning- 
coaches, in waiting for the Family Mourners, the Cabinet, 
the Clergy, Members of Congress, For^gn Ministers, &e. 

At half-past 11 o'clock, the Rev. Mr. Hawley, Rector 
of St. John's Church, arose, and observed that he would 
mention an incident connected with the Bible which lay on 
the table before him (covered with black silk velvet). 
<<This Bible," said he, ^'was purchased by the President 
on the 5th of March. He has since been in the habit of 
daily reading it. He was accustomed not only to attend 
chunsh, but to ^n audibly in the ohureh service, aad to 
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kneel belbie kis Maker/' Mr. H. stated that had the 
President lived, and been in health, he intended on the 
next Sahhath to become u comxnnnicant at the Lord's table* 
A part of the 15th of Ist Corinthians was then read, 
some selections from the PsalmS; and a short prayer. No 
address or particular appeal was made to the assembly or to 
any portion of it. 

It was after 11 o^obck, when the procession m front of 
* the Presidential Mansion presented a complete line, and a 
few minutes before twelve, a funeral car entered the square, 
and drew up within the porUeo. It was of large dimen- 
nons, in form an oblong platform, on which was a raised 
dais, the whole tovered with black velvet. From the cor* 
nice of the platform fell a Uack velvet curtain outside of 
the wheels to within a few inches of the ground. From the 
eomers of the car a black ciape festoon was formed on all 
■ides, looped in the centre by a funeral wreath. 

Precisely at 12 o'clock, a detachment of musicians, 
which had been marched np in front of the portico, pkyed 
the Portuguese hymn, during which the body was moved, 
and placed on the car. The coffin was covered with a rick 
velvet, on which were placed two swords, laid across (the 
Bword of Justiee and the Sword of State), surmounted by 
the scroll of the Constitution, bound together by a funeral 
wxeatk formed of the yew and cypress. The ear was drawn 
by six white horses^ having at the head of each a colored 
groom, dressed in white, with white turban and sash, and 
supported by pall-bearers in bkck. The effect was very 
fine. The eontiast of this slowly moving body of white 
and black, so opposite to the strong colors of the military 
ujTuund it, struck the eye even from the g;reate8t distanoej 
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and gaye a chilling warning befarehand that the corpse was 
drawing nigh. 

The most impressive portion of the military part of the 
procession consisted of the dismounted and mounted officers 
of the Army, Navy, Militia, and Volunteers. Seldom has 
there been exhibited within a space so limited so many dich 
tinguished military men, the sight of whose well-known 
figures led back our thoughts to many a bloody field, and 
many an ensanguined sea, on which the national honor has 
been well and nobly maintained. 

Next to the military were the clergy of the district and 
elsewhere, (dressed with scarfs, and with crape on the hat 
and left arm), about forty in number, in carriages. 

Then followed the attending physicians, in their private 
vehicles. 

Immediately behind the hearse were the ipale relatives 
of the deceased, including his old and faithful friends^ Col* 
onels Todd and Chambers. 

Immediately after them President Tyler, in a carriage 
with the Secretary of State ; then the several other Heads 
of Departments, and Mr. J. Q. Adams. Several members 
of the Judiciary Department followed, and then all the 
Ministers of Foreign Governments, now present, or their 
Secretaries. 

Next followed officers and soldiers who had served under 
General Harrison in the late war. Another division of the 
procession consisted of public societies, and associations 
preceded by their banners, and wearing their respective 
badges. 

On the firing of the signal gun at the appointed hour, 
the proeessioD moved along Pennsylvania avenue, under the 
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fire of minute guns near the President's House, repeated at 
the Gitj Hall, on the head of the column arriving opposite 
to it, and at the Capitol on its reaching the western gate 
of the enclosure. The music was excellent; several fine 
bnnd? playing mournful airs, giving place, from time to 
time, to the muffled drums of the military, beating slow 
marches. 

The solemnity of the scene was beyond description. 

Among the most touching incidents which occurred du- 
ring the procession was its meeting the Maryland Legisla- 
ture about half-way down the avenue. Having just arrived 
in the cars, the members, preceded by their officers, marched 
on to meet the funeral train of the President, and were 
immediately assigned their proper and honorable rank in 
the multdtttde of public mourners. 

Having reached the Capitol Square, passing on the 
south side of it, the procession advanced over the plains 
eastward till it reached the space in front of the Congres- 
sional Burying Ground. 

Here the car halted, while the line was formed by the 
military ; and then passed slowly on, being saluted as it 
passed with a dirge, with colors lowered, the troops present- 
ing arms, and the officers saluting it in military form. 
Having reached the principal entrance, the car was again 
halted ; the coffin was taken down and placed on the should- 
ers of the bearers ; the clergy advanced, and the Rev. 3Ir. 
Hawley, reciting the solemn funeral service of the Episco- 
pal Liturgy, the procession advanced down the princijwl 
avenue of the cemetery until it reached the receiving vault, 
where a space had been kept open by sentries under anus, 
and where a hollow square being formed, the coffin was 
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lowered in the public yault, wUch ma hong with festoons 
of black crape and muslin. It is a spacious arched apart- 
ment at the extremity of the ground, perfectly dry. There 
were about eight coffins in it before that of Oeneral Harri- 
son w.as received into it. In the centre of this vault, a 
mahogany shell had been placed, and into this shell the 
coffin was fitted, and the lid was then placed upon it, when, 
in an interval of <' expressive silence,'' the coffin was con- 
veyed down into the tomb, and all that remained on earth 
of the President of this great Union was laid in its narrow 
bed ; near the other coffins almost unnoticed, and altogether 
unknown to us, how did all earthly grandeur dwindle to its 
real insignificance, and how impressively did the tomb teach 
it in that hour I The immortality of Fame I How did the 
bubble burst in the atmosphere of that house of death I 
And when I saw Ttlsb, Webster, Ewinq, Bell, Crit- 
tenden and Granger enter that house, to take their last 
view of the coffin, and to emerge again with the weight of a 
nation's cares, added to present affliction upon them who 
could help exclaiming : '' What shadows we are, what shad- 
ows we pursue !'' Among the last things which I observed 
were the tears of his old comrades in arms on many a hard- 
fought field, as they ascended out of the vault, and left 
their brave and beloved General in the embrace of the 
Universal Conqueror, adding another trophy to the tri* 
umphs of Death, and another portion to the spoils of the 
Grave. 

A signal being given to the troops outside, the battalion 
of Light Artillery, who were placed on an adjoining emi- 
nence, fired a salute, which was immediately followed by 
the several military bodies in line, who commenced firing 
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from the left to the right, and had oonlanued the salute dll 
it had thrice gone np the whole line. 

The Vice-President appeared to be much affected. Bfr. 
Cwing^ the Secretary of the Treasuiy, was, at times, almost 
unmanned by the excess of his grief. Mr. Webster, Mr. 
Bell, Mr. Granger, and Mr. Crittenden evinced by their 
deportment that they felt their loss. 

The entire procession occupied two full miles in length, 
and was marshaled on its way by officers on horseback car- 
rying white batons with black tassels. The utmost order 
prevailed throughout ; and, considering the very great con- 
course of people collected, the silence preserved during the 
whole course of the march was very impressive. 

The procession returned by the same route to the ci<7, 
where the troops were dismissed, and the citixens retired to 
their several abodes. By five o'clock, nothing remained 
but empty streets and the emblems of mourning upon the 
houses, and the still deeper gloom, which oppressed the 
general mind with renewed power after all was over, and 
the sense of the public bereavement alone was left to fill 
the thoughts. 

It was the universal impression, that the procession was 
larger, and the whole effect more imposing, than that of the 
pageant of the Inauguration. In regard to solemnity, the 
two occasions of course admit of no comparison. The one 
was a nation in joy ; the other a nation in tears. 

REFLECTIONS IN THE EAST ROOM—April 7, 1841. 

The great East Room of the President's House, — ^that 
room in which I have seen a thousand gay and joyful hces 
glowing in the light of ponderous chandeliers, radiating the 
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light of a hundred burners, — ^was now the scene of death I 
Those brilliant fountains of light were hid in the dark robes 
of mourning. The splendid mirrors, which rose almost to 
the lofty ceiling, reflecting on every side the brilliant crowds 
which often thronged this room, now refosed to look upon 
the scene before them, and buried their polished bosoms in 
the habiliments of sadness. In short, this magnificent 
room, in every part of it, spoke in the appropriate language 
of silent grief, announcing to all — ^Death is here I 

The coffin rested in the centre of the room, and was 
richly and beautifully dressed. Closely attached to it was 
a covering of black velvet. The edges where the top rested 
were delicately traced with fine gold lace, and on eidierside 
and at each end of the coffin the same material was formed 
into beautiful squares. A gorgeous velvet pall hung grace- 
fdlly over the whole, with a deep rich fringe appended to a 
bolder of gold lace. On the top of all rested two elegantly 
wrought swords in mourning, buried in a profusion of lovely 
and fragrant flowers, which Flora had consecrated to this 
sad and mekncholy service, as if to express the idea that 
sweetness and beauty could conquer the sword and survive 
death itoelf I 

Around the coffin, and at an appropriate distance, was 
formed a circle composed of the new President of the 
United States, the heads of departments, the clergy of 
every denomination, judges of courts, and members of the 
bar. The next circle contained the foreign ministers in 
their rich and varied court dresses, with a number of mem- 
bers of both Houses of Congress, and the relatives of the 
deceased President Beyond this circle a vast assemblage 
of ladies and gentlemen filled up the room. Sile%ce, deep 
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and iindi8ttiil>ed^ even by a whisper, pervaded the entire 
assembly. The solemn event which they were now gazing 
npon fixed every eye and hnshed every tongue. When, at 
the appointed hour, the officiating minister rose from his 
seat, and as he rose in solemn tones announced these words, 
** I am the remrrecHon, and the life I" one simultaneous 
move placed this vast assemblage upon their feet on ike first 
sound of the ministers voice, and a feeling of deeper awe 
rested upon every countenance, as he uttered the above sen- 
tence. Never before did I realize the grandeur and sub- 
limity of these words — never before did I feel the thrilling 
efiect which the enunciation of this glorious Christian truth 
is capable of inspiring. 

At the close of these religious ceremonies, the coffin was 
conducted to the funeral car specially constructed for the 
occasion, where it was met and saluted by the solemn dirge 
of appropriate mumo ; and the procession moved off under 
the discharge of funeral artillery, which uttered loud and 
long the nation's grief. 

THE MOURNFUL INTELLiaSNGE. 

As the news of the decease of the venerable President of 
this republic spread from city to city, there was every dem- 
onstration of the deep grief which the nation feels, at the 
removal by death, of the chief officer of the republic. In 
the smaller towns on the route of the mail hither, the per- 
sons always waiting at the railroad depots, heard the intel- 
ligence in ulence, and turned away to communicate it to 
their friends, in that suppressed tone which is the indica- 
tion of true feeling. 

Tn Baltimore, on Sunday, the bells of the city were 
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tolled thnmghont theday^ and the flags from various edi- 
fbes floated at half mast^ trimmed with the " insignia of 
woe.'^ In seYeral of the churches, the ministers took ad- 
vantage of the occasion, and made most iminressive and af- 
fecting allusions to the national bereavement, in the deoease 
of the President 

Jn Philadel{^ua, the slip mgned bj all the heads of the 
department, aunouncing the fact^ was read at the Exchange 
to about 500 persons, all of whom evinced much feeling, 
and without uttering a word left the room. In lees than 
two minutes after the announcement not tiiree persons of 
the dense crowd that had so lately filled the apartment were 
to be seen. 

The news was received in New York a lilile before mid- 
night, by the evening train. At that hour, on aocouBt of 
the storm with which the aflemoon closed, few persons were 
atinkig, but as the intelligence was aamounoed by the pas- 
sengers, it was received with the same demonstrations of 
grief and respect for the deceased, whkh had marked its 
reception in other cities. The news was circulated through 
a large part of the city ; but still could not be said to be 
generally drcukled, WQtil the ai^>earanoe of tite morning 
papers, dressed in the proper marks of mourning. 

New York is emphatically a reading eity. The^ propcxr- 
tkm of houses at which a morning paper is served in the city 
is probably as eight to ten, it not larger. Oonsequently 
almost the first thing that met every man's eye was the 
indication of the national loss, in the turned rules, and 
funeral appearance of the newspapers, which, with one ez- 
ceptiim only, paid this mark of respect for the deceased. 
Made in a manner so stiikingi the announcement eouM es- 
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cape no one^ and men walked abroad to their daily avoca- 
tions; with faces which hetrajed what eyeiy honest man's 
heart felt Onr daily avocations make us among the ear- 
liest of early risers, and had we been, by any chance, nnap- 
prised of the intelligence, we could have read in the fiioes 
of those whom we met, the nnanimous declaration that some 
grief, for the general weal, oppressed our fellow-eitiiens. 

The method of striking fire alarms in this citj prevents 
the use of the bells to toll an unexpected announcement. 
None were therefore struck, but at the usual hour of hoist- 
ing flags, the dtj standard, and the national ensign were 
displayed at half mast upon the City HalL All the prin- 
cipal hotels, the political head quarters of both parties, and 
the other public buildings upon which flags are usually 
hoisted on public occasions, dispUyed them yesterday at 
half mast ; and the shipping at the piers and in the harbor 
wore the same testimonials of naticmal grief. We never 
felt before so proud of our citizenship, as we did in ezdiang- 
ing remarks of sincere condolence with onr friends of the 
opposition party, who thus testified that love of oountiy is 
superior in American hearts to devotion to party. 

The courts met only to adjourn; and the Common 
Council was convened to take measures for testifying tho 
public sympathy and respect. 

All the flags in Albany were displayed at half mast; 
the Supreme Court and Court of Chancery adjourned, and 
an extraordinary meeting of the Common Council was con- 
vened at 12 o'dock. 

The Qovemor of the State sent a message to the leg^ 
lature, which immediately adjourned after appointing com- 
mittees of arrangements. 
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At Hartford, and at all other places, reached by stoam- 
boat henoe, the news was diyined by the half-mast flag, be- 
fore a word was spoken ; and many citi2sens turned away 
without asking or waiting to hear one word. There was . 
agony in that telegraphic sermon. 

At Boston, the news of the death of the Presdent of 
the United States was received on Tuesday morning. The 
shipping at the wharves hoisted their colors at half mast, 
and the Bevenae Gutter Hamilton, Captain Sturgis, at an- 
chor in the harbor, fired minute guns for an hour. This 
was done in compliance with the reconunendation and in- 
structions of the Collector of that Port The courts ad- 
journed, and the Common Council was convened to take 
proper measures for a municipal observance of the occasion. 

In every place, indeed, throughout the land, the intelli- 
gence was received with mourning, dismay and solemnity. 
No event that has ever occurred since the death of Washing- 
ton has ever filled the nation with such smcere and univer- 
sal grief. 

FtTITEBAL CEREMONIES ELSEWHEBE. 

In addition to the ceremonies at Washington, there 
was, on the day and during the hours of the funeral obse- 
quies, 9 cessation of business, with other demonstrations of 
solemnity, in the great cities of Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
New York and Boston. 

After due arrangements had been made, during the 
same or the following week, ilie afflicting dispensation 
was further solemnized by the delivery of addresses and 
large funeral processions in all the principal cities and many 
other places. The procession in Ifew York occupied a 
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flpftoe of fcmr milesi and waa many hoars in pasfling, with 
its large oonconrse and funeral tread. In Albany there ma 
a torch-light prooession. The procession was accompanied 
by a fall band of music, and the funeral amy covered with 
its pall — the whole illuminated by the light of upwards of 
600 torches. It passed through the principal streets of the 
city between B and 10 o'clock. The night was still, and 
Tery dark ; and the effect produced by the long array of 
mourners at that unusual hour, — the funeral emblems, the 
solemn music, and the strong red glare of the torches, re- 
vealing from the gloom and lighting up with picturesque 
effect the houses and crowds of spectators which thronged 
the windows as they passed, — ^Left an imi«eBsion which will 
not soon be efiaced from the memory of those who beheld 
the scene. 

Accounts are still coming in from every quarter of the 
very many public testimonies of the grief of the people, for 
the loss of their venerable and beloved Chief Magistarate. 

GENERAL .HARRISON'S FAMILT. 

1. Thefollowingrelativesof Gen. Harrison were pres- 
ent in the city on the day of the funeral, viz : 

Mre. Jane JBarrisan, of Ohio (son's widow)^ and two sons. 

Jfi^s. ToyloTy of Virginia (niece)^ a daughter and two 
sons. 

PQet Bdrrison (grand-son), son of J. G. Harrison, and 
grand-son of Gen. Pike. 

Mr. D. 0, Caupdandf of Ohio (nephew). 

Mr. Benjamin Harrison, of Berkley (nephew). 

Henry Harrison (grand-nephew), son of the preceding, 
who has acted as confidential secretary of the President. 
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Dr, John Minge, of Charles City, Va (nephew). 
' We may also add the name of Mrs, Findleyj of Ohio, 
who adopted Mrs. Jane Harrison as a daughter, and who 
almost inyariablj occupied the right hand of the President 
at his table. 

2. The following are the suryiving rektives who were 
absent : 

Mrs. Bdrriion, the General's bereaved widow. 

John ScoU Harrison^ the only living son. 

Mrs, Judge Short, eldest daughter. 

Mrs, Dr. Thornton^ daughter. 

Mrs. Taylor f daughter. All these are living at or near 
North Bend. 

Mr, Taylor and his wife and fiimily were expected to 
become members of the President's family, for the whole 
term of his service. 

3. The following are the names of the deceased mem- 
bers of the family : 

Lucy ffarriion, a daughter, married Judge Este. 

J. C. S. Harrison, a son, married Miss Pike. Both 
dead. 

Wm, H, Harrison, Jr., married Miss Jane Irvine. His 
widow presided at the President's table, and her personal 
graces have commended her to the affections of all who have 
had the pleasure to know her. 

Dr. Benjamin Harrison, a son. Died the last summer. 

Carter B. Harrxson, who was a lawyer of fine talents, 
and accompanied General Harrison to Colombia. Died two 
years ago. All the sons left children. 

Mrs. Harrison, the President's widow, has been for 
many years a member of the Pteshyterian ehusDh* The 
39* 
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rest of the fiunil j are also PlresbyteiianSy except Mr. Ben- 
jamin Harrison, who is an Episcopalian, and Mrs. Taylor, 
of Bichmond, who is a member of the Baptbt church. 



OEKERAL HABRISON DEAD. 

BT AVK 8. 8TKPHIHB. 

Death sitteth in the Capitol ! His sable wing 
Flung its black shadow o'er a country's hope, 
And lo ! a nation bendeth down in tears. 
A few short weeks and all was jubilee, — 
The air was musical with happy sounds — 
The future full of promise — -joyous smiles 
Beam'd on each freeman's fiace and lighted up 
The gentle eye of beauty. 
The Hero came — a noble good old man- 
Strong in the wealth of his high purposes. 
Age sat upon him with a gentle grace, 
Oiying unto his manhood dignity. 
Imbuing it with pure and lofty thoughts 
As pictures owe their mellow hues to time. 
He stood before the people. Their's had been 
The yigpr of his youth his manhood's strength, 
And now his green old age was yielded up 
To answer their behest 

Thousands had gathered round the marble dome 
Silent and motionless in their deep leyerenee, 
Save when they gushed the heaving throb 
And low tumultuous breath of patriot hearts 
Suroharg'd with grateful joy. The mighty dead 
Bent gently o'er him with their spirit wings, 
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As solemnly lie took the eartlily state 

Which flung ita purple o'er his path to Heaven. 

The oath was said^ and then one mighty pnlse 

Seem'd throbbing through ^e multitude — 

Faces were lifted upward, and a prayer 

Of deep thanksgiving winged that vow to Heaven. 

Time slept on iowers and lent his Glass to Hope — 

One little month his golden sands had sped 

When, mingling with the music of oar joy, 

Arose and swell'd a low fimeml strain, 

So sad and moumful, that a nation heard 

And trembled as she wept. 

Darkness is o'er the land. 
For lo I a death flag streamfl upon the breeze, — 
The Bsro hath departed I 
Nay, let us weep, our grief haiii need of tears- 
Tears should embalm the dead, and there is one, 
A gentle woman, with Jier clinging love. 
Who wrung her heart that she might give him up 
To his high destiny. Tears are for her, — > 
She lingers yet among her household gods 
And knoweth not how low her heart is laid. 
From battle-fields where strife was fiercely waged. 
And human blood-drops fell a crimson rain, 
He had returned to her. Ghxl help thee. Lady, 
Loc^ not for him now ! 
Thron'd in a nation's love he sunk to sleep, 
And so awoke in Heaven. 

Nbw Tobk, April 5. 
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TIOE-PBESIDENT TTLEE'S BSCOHMENDATION OF A 

NATIONAL FAST. 

omcxAL. 

3b tki People of iho Vmtod SMot. 

▲ xaooioaHDATiov. 

When a Ghristian People feel themselyes to be orer- 
taken by a great public calamity, it beoomee them to homble 
tbemselyes under the dispensation of Divine F^rovidence, to 
recognize His righteous government over the children of 
men, to acknowledge His goodness in time past, as well as 
their own unworthiness, and to supplicate His merciful pro- 
tection for the future. 

The death of Williah Henbt Habbison, late Prea- 
dent of the United States, so soon after his elevation to 
that high office, is a bereavement peculiarly calculated to 
be regarded as a heavy affliction, and to impress all minds 
with a sense of the uncertainty of human things, and of 
the dependence of nationS| as well as of individuals, upon 
our Heavenly Parent. 

I have thought, therefore, that I should be acting in 
conformity with the general expectation and feelings of the 
community in recommending, as I now do, to the People 
of the United States, of every religious denomination, that^ 
according to their several modes and forms of worship, they 
observe a day of Fasting and Prayer, by such religious ser- 
vices as may be suitable on the occasion ; and I recommend 
Friday, the fourteenth day of May next, for that purpose; 
to the end that, on that day, we may all, with one accord, 
join in humble and reverential approach to Him, in whose 
hands we are, invoking him to inspire us with a proper 
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spirit and temper of heart and mind under these frowns 
of His providence, and still to bestow His gracions bene- 
dictions upon our Gk>Temment and our country. 

John Tt£eb. 
Washihotov, April 18, 1841. 

CONCLUSION. 

Thus the national bereavement, so signal and so over- 
whelming, has been acknowledged by many sincere demon- 
strations of sympathy and grief — ^and finally by an executive 
recommendation of a day of national &sting and prayer. 
President Tyler has done well to enter upon the honors 
of office by honoring our fathers' God and ours ! The pub- 
lic solemnities attending the late fearful dispensation are 
appropriately concluded by the humiliation of the whole 
people before the majesty of Heaven. 

Christians I the voice of God summons yon to ZionI 
Prepare ye to assemble at her solemn places with humilia- 
tion and prayer. The national visitation demands national 
penitence; and the garment of our praise must be wrapped 
in the spirit of heaviness. 

Now therefore, our G^, the great, the mighty, and the 
terrible God, who keepest covenant and mercy, let not all 
the trouble seem little before Thee, that hath come upon 
us, unto thb day. Howbeit Thou art just in all that is 
brought upon us; for Thou hast done right, but we have 
done wickedly. We have not kept Thy law, nor hearkened 
unto Thy commandments and Thy testimonies, wherewith 
Thou didst testify against us ! 

To the Lord our €k)d, belong mercies and forgiveness. 
O Lord, hear ! O Lord, forgive 1 ^ 
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